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ough the doctrines and precepts'of Chriſti- 


anity are unalterable in their nature, and 
muit neceffarily be the ſame in all ages and pla- 
ces; yet we find that the fooliſh caprice of men 
has made them appear in various ſhapes, in diffe- 
rent periods and countries, : 

In the golden days of Chriſtianity, before mer: 
had learned the art of making gaia of godlineſs in 
a literal ſenſe, and contracted the ridiculous hu- 
mour of modelling religion according to their re- 
ſpeCtives taſtes and tempers, the religion of Jeſus 
was then ſcen in its native ſimplicity, unadultera- 
ted with the unnatural additions and embelliſh- - 
ments of human invention, In proceſs of time, 
when it was found that religion was not unſubſer- 
vient to worlkily intereſt, ſome of its votaries, in- 
elinigg to make the kingdom of Chriſt reſemble 
the kingdoms of this world, ſtripped religion in a 
great meaſure of its native unadarned ſimplicity, . 
and dreſſed it in garments of their own gſnu-" 
facture. a | 

This dangerous ſpirit of jnnovating, when it 
once begins, knows no bounds or limits. Tis 
kke a river or flood whoſe current has been ſtop- 
ped, when once let looſe, jt will diſregard its pro- 
per channel, and carry every thing down with its 
impetuous torreat. The rapid progreſs which 
this wild ſpirit has made, is clearly ſeen in thoſe 
enormous corruptions which gradually crept into 
the church of Rome, untit at leagth the arrived at 
the monitrous abſurdity of a wafer-god, created 
by the benediftion- of a prieſt. r. 

It had not however been ſo fatal to the intereſts 
of true religion, if the inventions of men had 
deen confined to circumſtantials or things of-leſ-- 

fer importance. AE ooh; calc, the bleſ- 
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ſed religion of Jeſus would not have had ſv much 
reaſon to put on her widow's weeds. The Chri- 
frian world was pleaſed to indulge Tome ingenious 
triflers in forming refined. theories of the creation 
of all things, and was not offended whether they 
choſe a voc ans or a kng-tail'd cumet, for the in- 
ſtrument of their diſſolution; nor has the Chri- 
ian denied the ſame gracious indulgence to fuch 
ef the fame kidney as have tried to laſh their lin- 
gering ment inta ſpeed, by attempting curious 
calculations wich reſpect to the prophecies in the 
book of the Revelation, nor will ke laugh, I am 
Perſuaded, when they outlive their calculations. 
A decent company will not readily quarrel with a 
. conceited cook for garniſhing the dithes with herbs 
that are not eatable; but if he infuſes theſe herbs 
into the ſauce, every one who regards his life and 
health, will immediately take the alarm, and re- 
fuſe to eat. In like manner the friends of Jefus, 
for the fake of peace, will be diſpoſed to bear with 
mens foibles and humours, when they are, com- 
pargtively ſpeaking, harmleſs, and do not alter 
ede or affect the eſſentials of our holy re- 
ligion: but on the other hand, if men take it in- 
to their heads to new- model the ſyſtem of Chri 
ſtianity, and to preſcribe a new plan of ſalvation, 
ſuch criminal liberty can never be permitted, and 
thoſe who regard the health and welfare of their 
ſouls, will-neither taſte, reliſh, nor digeſt ſuch 
poiſonous unwholeſome food. 

That ſuch attempts have been made (and with 
conſiderable ſucceſs too), the preſent ſtate of the 
religious world is a ſufficient proof, I be ruſty 
armour of Pelagius and Socinus has with unparal- 


lelled effrontery been buckled on, and the (clt-flat- 


tering doctrines of Arminius have, with ſanguine 
hopes of ſucceſs, been furbiſhed up anew. Nor 
has the wild fire ſtopt here, As Pelagius took 
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away original fin, another adventurer, detetmi - 
ned not to be outdone hy the arch heretic, at one 
blow rids us of actual tranſgreſſion. Strange by - 
potheſcs l Sin, revclation as well as experience 
aud fact tell us, has an actual exiſtence in the 
world. There are only two kinds of it, viz. ori- 
ginal and actual: how then can any of theſe 
| ſpecies af ſin exiſt, if man is guilty ot neither? 
: One could ſcarce believe, that ſuch chimeras as 
| theſe would ever enter into mens heads, to whom 
: the uncorrupted ſaurces; of divine truth art ac- 
ceſſible. Bot the truth is this: Men have gene- 
ally formed ſuch conceptions of the preſent ſtate 
of human nature, and the extent of its powers, 
as they wiſh to be true; and, withing them to be 
true, have afleried them to be ſo; and after drei- 
ting her up in à gay attire of their own making, 
to complete her honour, and fix the crown of 
glory upon her head, have complatiantly enough 
given her ſalvation of her own working out. 
Hence it is, that human merit and perſonal righ- 
teouſneſs pals fo currently in this refined age, as 
the only conditions of our acceptance with God, 
and juuiſication in his fight. The ſucceſs of this 
mode ra method of Chrittian- making is eaſily ac»: 
counted for. For as it aſcribes the whole praiſe 
of bis falvation to man himſelf, it is much more 
agrecable to the pride of the human heart, than 
the goſpel - method of ſalvation, which reſolves 
the whole into the free grace of God in Chriſt Je- 
tus. Bur though ſuch. a ſcheme of ſalvation is 
greedily twallowed by the human heart, yet, if ir 
has not the ſanction of the infallible. oracles ot 
truth, it muſt be looked upon as @ cunningly-· de- 
. vifed fable. =,” ay 
Whilſt ſuch unſcriptural principles as theſe, 
with reſpect to the way ot acceſs to the divine fa- 
- YQur,; are aſliduoufſly propagated. by ſome, and. 
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greedily ſwallowed by others, the following publi-; 


cCation cannot be deemed an unſeaſonable one. It 


turns upon a capital article in the Chriſtian ſy- 
ſtem, upon our notions of which all our views of 
the method of acceptance with God muſt depend. 
For if one man maintains, that human nature, 
by proper culture and improvement, may acquire 
ſtrength and integrity equal to that which it had 
in che days of primæval rectitude, ſalvation by 
works will to him appear quite practicable. But 
on the other hand, if another man, according to 
ſacred writ, believes that the deſcendents of A- 


dam are obnoxious to the curſe of the law, and 


dead in treſpaſſes and fins, he will clearly ſee the 
neceflity of Chriſt's ſatisfaction to remove the one, 
and the power of the Spiritto raiſe from the other. 

As the following ſheets theretore are deligned 
to give us the ſcriptural account of the original 
tranſactions betwixt God and the firſt parent of the 
human race, to expreſs the nature and extent of 


the effects of the fall, and conſequently to lead us 


to right conceptions of the method of ſalvation 


preſcribed in the goſpel ; they will not, the Edi- 


tor fondly hopes, be an unacceptable offering to 


the public. 
As to the perfurmance itſelf, the. reader, when 


it comes into his hand, muſt judge of its merit. 


To attempt a character of it, would be too deli- 


cate a taſk for the pen of ſo near a relation as the 
author's grandſon. He only begs leave to inform 
the public, that the work is genuine, and is print- 
ed from the author's manuſcript, without any al- 
terations or additions, but ſuch as are merely 
verbal, and do not affect the ſenſe. It was 
preached ia a courſe of ſermons to his own con- 
gregation by the worthy author, in the latter end 
of the year 1721, and in the begianing of the 


ye ar 1722. And it appears from the follow- 
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ragraph, extracted from his diary, that 
he _— led to undertake the ſubject, on account 
of the controverſy agitated before ſeveral general 
aſſemblies of this national church, concerning a 
book, entitled, The Marrow of modern Divinity. 
« ] was now led,” ſays the author, “ for my ordi 
nary, to treat of the two covenants, which laſted a 
long time. I began on the covenant of works, 
Auguſt 27. this year [1721], and handling it at 
large from ſeveral texts, I infiſted thereon till 
May in the foliowing year. I ſtudied it with con- 
fiderable earneſtneſs and application, bei 
prompted thereto, as to the cloſe conſideration of 
the other covenant too afterwards, by the ſtate 
the doctrine in this church was then arrived at.” 
N. B. The author here allades to the controver- 
iy above mentioned. e 
The Editor did not think himſelf at liberty to 
change its original form of fermions. He has 
however, for the eaſe of the reader, divided the 
treatiſe into parts, and added generaltitles to them, 
as well as to the ſubdiviſions of each part, which 
he thought himſelf ſufficiently warranted to do, 
as the author himſelf has followed the ſame me 
thod in his View of the Covenant of Grace. 
The reader will find, in the book, feveral re- 
ferences to the celebrated Dr Witfuss Oeconomy of © 
the Covenants, which, tho' they are not in the o- 
riginal manuſcript, the editor Has added, with a 
view of reterring the reader to that great work, 
for a further illuſtration of ſome of the ſubjects 
of this eſſax. rr 
It would be unneceſſary to offer to the public 
the reaſons why this performance remained fo long 
in manuſcript, or why it now emerges from its ob- 
ſcurity ſo long after ita Rev. author's death. 
Readers of a certain clafs will perhaps think that 


it has come to light. ſoon enough, and thoſe 
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of another complexion will not reliſh it leſe, be- 
cauſe they have wanted it long. It now veatures 
out an orphan into the world; and as ſome of the 
ſame family [The Faurſal State, &c. &c. ] have met 
with a candid reception from the publie, the or- 
phan hopes, even under the diſudvantages com- 
mon to poſthumous publications, that it will mece 
with. fome regard for its parent's ſakx. 
Jo the treatiſe are fulyoincd a few-diſeourſes on 
ſuitable ſubjects. The weatile itſelf diſcevers 
man's ruin by the fall, and the diſebourſes point 
out the method aud means of relief under that u- 
niverſal cataſtrophe. That both may contribute, 
the divine bleſſing, to lead fianers to a 
deep conviction of their guilty and deſperate fi 
tuation under the broken covenant of works; fo 
as they may be induced to accept the remedy ofi-ve 
ed to them in the cov ent of grace, as the only 
infallible means of cverlaſting telicity, is $he ar 

dent with and ear neſt Prayer of Fer C 5 | 


MICHAEL BOSTON. 


„ If this treatiſe ſhall meer with ſuitable en- 
couragement from the Public, as the Editor flats 
ers himſelf it will, be will thereby be induced to 
publiſh ſome other valuable treaties and ſermons 
of this author, upon ſubjxcts of the laſt impor · 
rance to mankind, which he can aſſure the public 
are very elaborate and exact, and merit the atten- 
tion of the re uler as much as thoſe-which have 
already appeared. Mean time, he begs leave to 
inform the Public, that the Author's great work, 
his ſermons on the Aﬀembly's Shorter Catechiſm, 
are now trauſcribing, and preparing for the preſs, 
and will ſoon be publiſhed, if cocouragement be 
given. |. 43 i Ts i455 6 
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Genus . 7. : 
But of the tree of the knowledge of goed and evil, 
thou ſbalt not cat of it : r 
| cate thereof, thou Halt ſurely die. e 


le INTRODUCTION. 


e Y deſign i is, under the divine con- 
5 duct, to open up unto you the 

two covenants, of works and 
| grace; and that becauſe in the 
4 knowides and right application of them the war k 


{- of our ſalvation lies; the firſt covenant ſhewing 
. 3 


2 INTRODUCTION. Part J. 


us our loſt ſtate, and the ſecond holding forth 
the remedy in Jeſus Chriſt ; the two things which, 
for the ſalvation of ſauls, I have. always thought 
it neceſſary chiefly to inculcate. And I think it 
the more neceſſary to treat of theſe ſubjects, that, 
in theſe our declining days, the nature of both theſe 
covenants is ſo much perverted by ſome, and ſtill 
like to be more ſo. And as I deſire to lay a good 
foundation among you, while | have opportunity; 
fo I entreat all of you, and particularly the young- 
er ſort, to hearken and hear for the time to come. 
I begin with the firſt covenant, to ſhew the na- 


ture of it from this: text, But of the tree of the 
1 &c. 

In which words we have an account of the ori- 
ginal tranſaction between God and our firſt father 
Adam, in paradiſe, while yet in the ſtate of 3 
tive integrity. In which the following things are 


to be remarked, being partly 9 and partly 
1 
. The Lord's making oyer to him a benefit by 
in of a conditional promiſe, which made the bene- ' 
fit a debt upon the per forming of the condition. 
This promiſc is a promiſe of life, and is included 
ia the threatcning of death, thus: If thou eat not 
the tree of the knbwledge, &c. thc ſhalt live; 
ven as in the fixth commandment, Thor” ſbalt not 
kill, is plainly. implied, Thou ſhalt pgeſerve thy 
own life, and the life of others. And thus ir is. 
<xp'aincd by Moſes, Rom. x. 5.—The man which 
iath theſe thing 7s ſhall live by 1 Beſides, the 
licence given him to eat of all the other trees, and 


ſo of the tree of life, which had a ſacr amenral uſe, 
imports this promiſe. w 


, Text eie, 3 


2 The condition required: to entitle him to this 
Veyoli 3 namely, . obedience. It is expreſſed in a 
prohibition of one particular, Of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, _ thou ſball not eat of it. 
There was a twofold law given to Adam; the na- 
tural law, which was concreated with him, en- 
graven on his heart in his creation. For it is ſaid, 
Gen. i. 27. that Cod created man in his own image 
compared with Eph. iv. 24.— That ye put an the - 
neu man, which after God it created"in.righteou/” 
neſs and true holineſs. This law was afterwards" 
promulgated on mount Sinai, being much oblite-- 
rat d by fin. Another hw was the {ymbolical la 
mentioned in the text, which, not being known” b 
nature's light, was revealed to Adam, probably by 
an audible voice. By this God choſe, to try, and 
by an external action exemplify his obedience ta che 
natural law concreated with him. And this be- 
ing a ching in its own. nature altogether indiſfer- 
ent, the binding of it upon him by the mere will 
of the divine Lawgiver, did clearly import the 
more ſtrong tie of the natural law upon him in 
all the parts of it. Thus perfect -ohedicngs 
the condition of this covenant. - y 7 
3. The ſanction, or Kang wrath bt 
of the covenant : In the day that thou eateft-thereofe, 
thou ſbalt ſurely. die, For if death was-catailed. 
on a doing of that which was only evil; becauſe c 
was forbidden; much more might Adam under- 
ſtand it to be entailed on his doing of any thing: 
forbidden, becauſe evil, or contrary to the natur 
or will of God, the knowledge of which was im 
preſſed on his mind in his creation. The ſanction 
is plainly expreſſed, not the promiſe; becauſe the 
laſt was plainly enough ſignified to him in the tret 
1 B 2 TOTES ot 


4 . INTRODUCTION.  Partl. 
of life, and he had ample diſcoveries of God's 
goodneſs and bounty, but none of his juſtice,” | 
leaſt to himſelf. And it dds not appear that the 
angels were yet fallen z or if they were, that A- 
dam knew of it. 

4. Adam's going into the propoſal and abr 
ance of thoſe terms, is ſufficiently” intimated to us 
by his objecting nothing agaiaſt it. Thus the Spi- 
kit of God teaches us Jonah's repentance, aud 
yielding at length to the Lord, after a long ſtrug- 
gle, chap, iv. 11. ; as alſo Adam's own going in- 
to the covenant of grace, Gen. iii. 15, Befides, 
his knowledge could not but repreſent to him how 
beneficial a treaty this was; his upright will could 
not but comply with what a bountiful God laid 
on him; and he, by virtue of that treaty, claimed 
the privilege of eating of the other trees, and ſo 
of the tree of life, as appears from Eve's words, 
Gen. iii. 3. But of the fruit of the tree which it in 
the midſt of the garden, Ged hath ſaid, Te ſhall not 
eat of it; neither ſhall ye touch it, les ye die. 

No, it is true, we have not here the word c- 
ven and yet we muſt not hence infer, that there 
is no covenant in this paſſage, more than we 
deny the doctrine of the Trinity and ſacraments, 
becauſe thoſe words do not occur where theſe 
things are treated of in ſcripture, nay are not to 
he found in the ſcripture at all. But as in thoſe 
caſes, ſo here we have the thing; for the making 
over of a benefit to one, upon a condition, with 


a c gone into by the party it is propoſed to, 


cee chap. 1. gi. note 8 
(4) See alſo Witfus's Economy of the covenants,. 


book i, Chap, 1, $ 13. 
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aner covenant, call it as 5 N 
will. f . 
4 


oth; qqumant of —_ between God 47 4. s 
dam, a proper Covenant. © a 


The truth deducible from che words i is as: 1 "| 


beer. There was @ covenant of works, 3 a 
- covenant, between God — Adam te father of, 


; mankind. — 7 mt Av bf 20 b 
In handling this important point, I ſhalt, '> ->'z 


" Confirm the great truth expreſſed j in the doc 
trinal note, and evince che being of uch « cover 


Nant.. Exy% ro? 798 
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" The truth cf the covetten) of 29 71 3 
meer nl 


1. I hall confirm this. great truth, and evince 
che being of ſuch a covenant. It is altogether 
denied by the Arminians, that there was any ſuch, 
covenant, and amongſt ourſelves by Profeſſor Sim: 
. *,tþat it was a proper covenant. The weighs, 


ert * 


„N. John Simſon was Profeſſor of Diviniey in the, 
college of Glaigow, and was twice profecuted befors 
the judicatories of the church, firſt for Pelagizn and 
Arminian errors, and laſtly for Ariaviſm. _ Among his 
A1minian and Pefagian errors, vented in his anfwers to 
the libel exhibited againt him by the Rev. Me James 
Webfter of Edinburgh, and in his letters to Mr Rowan, 
he held, in expreſs terms, „That there was fo proper 
< coyenant made with Adam for himſelf and his pp- 
iy: That Adam was not a fe4crs! Rad th hiv pe.” 
B 3 
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of this matter lies here, that if the covenant made 
with Adam was not a proper covenant, he could 
not be a proper repreſenting head; and if he was 
not, then there cannot be a proper imputation of 
Adam's fin unto his poſterity. None could ever 
dream, but there muſt be a manifeſt difference 
betwixt covenants between God and man, aud 
thole between men and men. There is no mant 
ner of equality betwixt God and man; God 
could require all duty of men without ady cove- 
nant; yea, they have nothing but what is from 
him, and ſo owe it to him. But thoſe things do 
not hinder, that, upon God's condeſcending to 
enter into a covenant with man, there may be 1 
proper covenant betwixt them. Though all fimis. 
litudes here muſt halt; yet let us ſuppoſe afa- 
ther to propoſe to his ſon, that if he will obey his 
orders, and eſpecially in one point give him punc- 
ryal obedience, for inſtance, labour his vineyard, 
he will give him a certain ſum of money; and 
the fon having nothing to labour it with, the 
father furniſhes him with all things neceſſary 
thereto : the ſon accepts of this propoſal. - Can 
any man ſay, that there is not a proper bargain 
or covenant in this caſe betwixt the father and his 
jon, although the ſon was tied by the bond of na- 
ture to obey his father's commands i in all this an- 
cedently to the bargain, and though he bas no- 
thing to labour it with, but what he has from the 
father ? Let him perform his father's orders now 


« fterity; and that if Adam was made a federal head, 
*« jt muſt be by 4. vine command, which is not found in 


e the Rible,” Theſe dangerous errors were ſolidly and 
juliciouſly refuted by the Rev. Meſſ. Jacies. Flint and 
John Maclaren, Both miniſtets of Ediabagh. 
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claim the reward by virtue of paction. And ſo the 


N 4 proper” Covenant. 32 
a theicovenanc, and he can challenge 
the ſuni as a debt, which he could 8 
For proof of this; conſider. 

5 n 
to conſtitute. a true and proper covenant f 
works: The parties; contracting, God and man; 
God requiring obedience as the condition uf liſelz 
a penalty fixed in caſe of breaking; and man a0 
-quieſcing in the propoſal... The force of this ca 


not be evaded, by comparing it with the cum 
ſent of ſubjects to the laus of an abſolute prince. 


For ſuch a law propoſed by a prince, 'promb- 


ſling a reward upon obedienee to it, is indeed the 
propoſing. of a covenant, the which the ſubje& 


conſenting to for himſelf and his, and taking oh 


him to obey, dors indeed enter into à covenant 
with the prince, and having obeyed the law, may 


covenant of works is ordinarily in ſcripture called 


the law, being in its on nature a pactional la oF 


2. It is expreſaly called a covenant in ſcripture, 
Gal, iv. 24. For. theſe are -the tus covenants, 
the one from the mount Sinai, &c. 'This-covenabt 
from mount Sinai was the covenant of works *, ts 
being oppoſed to the: covenant of grace, namely 
the law of the ten commandments, with promiſe 
and ſanction, as before expreſſed. At Sinai it 
was renewed indeed, but that was not its firſt aps 
e in the world. For there deing dut two 


„ That the covenant of works was, for Ipecial ends, 
zepeated and delivered to the Iſraelites on mount Sin 
our author has proved in his notes on the Marrow © 
modern divinity, chap. ii. ſect. ii. 4 3. The readet 
may alſo conſult Witſius's TONE of the” — 


book iv. chap. 4 $ 47+ &. 5 0 
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ways of life to be found in ſcripture, one , by, 


works, the other by grace; the latter hath no 


place, but where the firſt is rendered ineffeQtual3- 


therefore the covenant of works was before the, 
covenant of grace in the world; yet the covenam 


of grace was promulgated quickly after Adam's, 


fall; therefore the covenant of works behoved: 
a6 made with him before. And how 
can one imagine a covenant of works ſet before: 
poor impotent ſianers, if there had not been ſuck 
2 covenant with man in his ſtate of integrity ? 
Hof. vi. 7. But as ſor them ; like Alam, they have | 
trangreſſed the covenant. Our tranſlators ſer the 
word Adam on the margin. But in Job xxxi. 33. 
they tranſlate the very ſame word, as Adam. This 
word occurs but three times in ſcriptupe, and ſtill 
in the ſame ſenſe. Job xxxi. 33. U covered 
my tranſgreſfrons, as Adam. Plal, Ixxxii. 7. But! 
ye Pall die like Adam. Compare ver. 6. I have. 
ſeid, Te are golss and all of you are children. of 
the Maſt High ; compared with Luke iii. 38. 4. 
dam, which was the fon of God. And alfo here 
Hoſ vi. 7. While Adam's hiding his fin, and his 
death are made an example, how natural is it* 
that his tranſgreſſion that led the way to all, be 
made ſo too ? This is the proper and literal ſenſe : 
of the words: it is fo read by ſeveral, and is 
certainly the meaning of it 
3. We find a law of works oppoſed to the 1 
of faith, Rom. iii. 27. Ibere it boaſting then? It 
8 excluded. By what law? of worts ? May: 
. Gut by the lau of faith. This law of works is the 
covenant of works, requiring works or obedience 
as the condition pleadable for lite; for otherwiſe 
the law as a rule of life requires works too. Ap 
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gain,” iO is 2 lh that does not exclude boaſting, 
which is the very nature of the covenant of works, 
that makes the rewird to be of debt. And fur- 
ther, the law of faith. is the covenant of · grace 
therefore the law of works is the covenant of 
works. So Rom. vi. 14: Te are not under the law; 
but under grace. And this was the way of life 
wickitent uation which was * 2 at 
firſt. LI 

5 95 facramental Gigns e 
this tranſaction in paradiſe. As it has pleaſed the 
Lord ſtill to deal with man in the way of a coves! 
nant, fo to append ſeals to theſe covenants. God's: 
covenant with Noah, that he would not deſtroy, 
the earth again with water, had the rainbow as a 
ſign ot it to confirm it, Gen. ix. la. 13. The 
covenant with Abraham had circumciſion; that 
with the Iſraelites, circumciſion and the paſſover z- 
and th: new | covenant with the New-tcſtament. 
church, baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. So to 
the covenant. of works God appended the two 
trees; the tree of life, Gen. iii. 22, — And now, 
left. be put forth his hand, and take alſe e the- tree 
of life, and eat, and live for ever; and the tree. 
of- the knowledge of good and evil, mentioned. 
in the words of the text. When we find then 
confirming ſeals of this tranſaction, we muſt own. 
it to be a covenant, 

5. Laſtly, All mankind are by nature under 
the guilt of Adam's firſt fin, Rom: v. 12.—4s by. 
one. man. ſin entered into the word, and death by 


See this doctrine clearly illuſtrated in the authors 
notes on the Marrow of modern divinity, introduQ.” 
F 2: note Ca.) See alſo ogra e cs cre" 
uants, book 1. chap. 1. 115. WT {4 
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Fin, and Jo death paſſed upon all men, for that 
all have ſinned. And they are under the curſe of 
the law before they have committed actual ſin: 
hence they are ſaid to be by nature children .of 
twrath, Eph. ii. 3. which they muſt needs owe to 
Adam's ſin, as imputed to them. This muſt be 
owing to a particular relation betwixt them and 
him: which muſt either be, that he is their na- 
tural head fimply, from whence they derive their 
natural being; but then the fins- of our immedi- 
ate parents, and all other mediate ones too, be- 
- - hoved to be imputed rather than Adam's, becauſe 


our relation to them is nearer : or becauſe he is 


our federal head alſo, repreſenting us in the firſt 
covenant. And that is the truth, and evidences 
the covenant of works made with Adam, 10 


hure been a proper covenant. outs 


The nature of the covenant of. works, 


II. I hall explain the nature of the covenarit | 


of works. In order to this, I ſhall conſider, 
1. The parties contracting in"this covenant. 


2. The parts of the covenant ; and, 


3. The ſcals of it, | 4 | 


The parties in the covenant of cone. 


FIRST, I ſhall conſider the parties contract - 


ing in this covenant. - Theſe were two. 
SHES cd the firſt party in the covenant. 


Firſt, On the one hand God himſelf, the Father, 
- Son, and Holy Ghoſt: Gen. ii. 16. And the 
Lord God: commanded the man, ſaying, &c, God, 
as Creator and Sovereign Lord of man, conde- 


ſcended to enter into a covenant with man his on 


1 The Panties in lie Condifant 1 


ereature and ſubject, whom he might have goyern- 
ed by a ſimple law, without propoſing to him the 
reward of life. Thus it was a covenant betwixt 
un. rr And l S 
ed, 1587 
1. His a authority over rea creature 
gan, founded on man's natural dependence.on 
Lim as his Creator: Rom. xi. 36. For of hint, ani 
through him, and toJim are all things. He gave 
him a law which he was to-obey, under the great»: 
eſt penalty; not only the natural law, but that 
poſitive law depending on the mere will of the: 
Lawgiver : Job uv. 2. Dominion and fear are 
wih him. The truth is, it is a flower of the im- 
perial crown of heaven, due to him only who is 
abſolutely ſupreme, to ſtamp mer * into 4 liv * 
binding nen 4 
2. His abundant goodneſa, in angening ſuch a 
great reward to man's ſervice, which it could never 
merit; Heb. xi. 6. He is a rewerder of them that/ 
diligently-feek bim. Here was a full fountzin of 
goodneſs opened afreſh, after he had let out:fignal: 
goodneſs to man in his creation and ſettlement in 
the world : after all appears a method how to? 
make higg.acrnally happy in another and bener” 
world. R 
3. His admirable condeſcention; in Robpioa'ts 
make a covenant with his own creature. Lis true“ 
he was a holy creature, yet he was but a creature. 
What God might have exaQted of him by mere“ 
authority, he is pleaſed to require by compact, 
ſo making himſelf debtor to man upon man's obe 
dience, which without a covenant he could not 
have been. RS. 04798 $7 OE IHE 
| | \ 
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2 as a public perſon, the other party in 
the covenant. 


Secondly, On the other hand was Adam, he 1 
Wes of all mankind. He muſt be ab * 
here under a twofold notion. 
1. As a righteous man, morally cerfett; ts. 
ed with ſufficient power and abilities to believe a 
and do whatever God ſhould reveal to or require 4 
of him, fully able to keep the law. That Adam 
was thus furniſhed when the covenant was made * 
with him, 
1f, Appears from plain ſcrigrure. Eccl. vii. 4 
29. God hath made man upright, There was an : 
agreeableneſs of the powers of his ſoul to the % 
holy law of God, which is habitual righteouſneſs, & .-' 
here afferted ; and likewiſe Gen, i. 31. God /aw eve- TY 
3 aber br ad add; and behold it was very | * 
good, Not only were all things made good, but 
very good. Every thing had the goodneſs agree- : 
able to its nature; it was fit for the end God 
made it for: and ſo man being made to ſerve God, 


| | was fitted for that ſervice. So man was very good | 
morally ; for that is agreeable to his rational na- 
ture, without which he W__ not be reckoned ve- 2X 

ry good. [ 
2dly, Man was created in the; image of God, 1 
Gen. i. 27. And ſo, | 8 

on” His mind was endowed with hed: 4 
for that is a part of the image of God in man: | - < 
Col. iii. 10. where believers are ſaid to babe put || ++: 
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge af- I tl 
fer the image of him that created him. We havea iſ d; 
moſt ample teſtimony of- this, Gen. iii. 22. Heb. 7 


Behold the man that was one of ut, to know goed 


ww” r * 4 b 


| = 
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but of God himſelf. "Therefore not angels, but the three 


* 
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and evil . * was Tullidenty able to know” 
good and cvit 5 good, to follow it, aud evil, to 
avoid it. He bad a light of knowledge. unn a 


him, which, rightly improved, might have direct - 


ed his way, rough all dangers, during the time 


. of his trial. 


2 5 His will was endowed with righteouſaes ; $ 
Eph. iv. 24. where the new man is ſaid to be after 


© Cod created in righteouſneſs. Te was, by its natural 


let received i in creation, ſtraight to the will of God. 
. The holy law was not only written in his mind, 
by the knowledge of it; but in his heart, by the” . 
inclinations of his. will towards it. No contrary” 
bent was in him, nor propenſity to evil; that was 
inconſiſtent with the image of God in perfeation, 5 
and would have been fin in him. 


25 N .) His affections were holy : Hence, Eph. Iv. 


24 Hrecited, the new man is alſo ſaid to be after 
* Cod created in true holineſs. This ſpeaks gut the 
purity and orderlineſs of his affections. He was 


not created without paſſions and affections, as 


See this verſion explained in our author's notes 10 


" the Marrow, chap. 1. 56 1. note (4). Aud here it 
may not be improper to ſubjoin what the author ſays on 


this ſubj jec, i in his Critical Eſſay on the Hebrew text of. 
885 a work not yet publiſed. Behold the man 
{who} who wat one of ut, Viz. being made after our i - 


mage, chap. i. 26. 27.3 the image of God the Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt, which is one, and but one in 


the bleſſed Three ; ſo chat he was as it were a fourth, 42 


God upon earth, partaking of that image. The plu- 
- rality here mentioned cannot be God and angels: for 


the image of God end angels is not be. but two, Vaſtly 
different; neither was man made after the ĩmuge of angels, 


., perſons of the ever. bleſſed Trinity, 'are here” meant.“ 
* 1 NaN 


3 
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love, joy, delight, &c. for theſe belong to man's 
nature ; Acts xiv. 15. where. the apoſtles Barna» 
. and Paul ſaid to the people at Lyſtra. e are 
men of like paſſions with you, Thele affections are, 

like winds to the ſhip at ſea: but there were no 
poiſonous blaſts to be found among them ; and 
no violent and impetuous blaſts neither, as is the 
caſe ſince the fall. But there was a pleaſant, re- 
gular gale of them, whereby he might bare made 
way through all dangers * 

| (4) He had an cgcutive power, whereby he. 

was capable to do what he knew to be his duty, 

and inclined to do. He was, made very good, 
Gen.! i, 31. forecited ; which implies not key 
power to do good, but a facility in doing it 
from all clogs and hinderances. Now the ſpirit 
may be willing, but the fleſh is weak. But there 
was no ſuch thing with Adam ; there was no mix- 
tyre of corruption in his ſoul, 4nd nothing from 
the body to hinder his 1 of obedience. 

3dly, and laſtly, If he had not beep ſo, that 
covenant could not have been made with him. 
It was inconſiſtent with the juſtice” and good- 
neſs of God, to have required that of his erea - 
ture, which he had not ability to perform given 
him, by his Creator. Wherefore before Adam 
could be, obliged to perfect obedience, he hh. 


to. have ability. competent for it; otherwiſe that 


ſaying of the wicked and ſlothful ſervant bad been 
une, Matth, xxv. 24. — Lord, I knew; thee that 
toes; art. an hard man, reaping where thou. ht 


* The reader may ſee all the. three preceding parti- 
culars mrre ſpecially illustrated in our 2uthor's work, en- 
titled, Hunte nature in its. fourfold fate, Ante, 4, un- 
der the title, Of man's original righteaa/neſte 
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not Jatwn, and gathering whore thou haft not H rau. 
The caſe now is not the ſame with ud, Adam Ra- 


viag received and loſt that power for bimſelf and 
us. For although one cannot demand payment 


of a debt which he never lent or gave any manner 
of way; yet, having once lent the ſum, he may 
require it of the debtor and his, heirs, though 
they be not able to pay. 

Fhus was man perłectly furniſhed and fitted to ger 
into this covenant. Let me therefore improve this 
point in a very few words, before I proceed further, 

Ust. 1. How low is man now brovght, how 
umlike to what he was at his creation } Alas } mars 
| is now rulned, and n is the cauſe of that fatal 

ruin. 

2. What madieſs is It for men to took fo thas 
covenam for ſalvatiot, when they 4t6 now: fir 
for the way of it, having toft 1 the e | 

and ability proper for the obfervation thereuft? = 

3. Laſtly, Sce how ye ſtand with reſpett to 

this covenant 3 whecher ye are tifcharged from 
it, and brought within the bod of the new co⸗ 
venant in Chriſt, or net. But I proceed 

2. Adam, in the covenant of works, ls to be 
| conſidered as the firſt mah, 1 Cor. xv, 47. in 

whom all mankind was included. And be was, 
, The natural robt of mankind, from which. 
all the generations of men on the face of the 

earth ſpring. This is evident from Acts xvii. 26. 
God hath made of one blied alt naribut of men for 
10 dwell vn all the fate of the earth ; which deter- 
mines all men to be of one Rock, ohe origioal, or 
common parentage. And this alfo appears from 
Gen. iii. 20. Adam ralled bis wife's nume Fur; be- 
cauſe ſbe was the mother all living ; Which de- 

n 
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termines that to be only Adam's family, And of 
him was alſo Eve, who was not only formed for 


him, but of him, Gen. ii. 21. 22. 23. Thus Adam 
was the compend of the whole world, 

_ 2dlz, The moral root, a public perſon, and re-- 
preſentative of mankind, And as fuch the cove- 
nant of works was made with him *.. As to this 
_ repreſentation by Adam, we may nate. 

.) That the man Chriſt was not included in 
- 2: Adam did not repreſem him, as he ſtood co- 
venanting with God, This is manifeſt, in that 
_ Chriſt is oppoſed to Adam, as the laſt and ſecond 
Adam to the firſt Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 45, one re- 
pPreſentative to another, ver. 48. And if that co- 
venant had been kept, Chriſt had not come, whoſe 
Work it is to repair the loſs by the breach of the 
firſt covenant, by eſtabliſhing another covenant 
for that end. Beſides, Chriſt was not born, as 
all others are, by virtue of that bleſſing of fruit- -, 
fulneſs, given before the fall, under the covenant 
of works, while it yet remained unbroken; but 
by virtue of a ſpecial promiſe given after the fall, 
which promiſe was the erecting of another coye- 
nant, namely, the covenant of grace, whereof 

Chriſt was the head, Gen. iii. 15. | | 

| (2.) Whether Eve was included in this repre- 
ſentation, is not ſo clear. I find ſhe is excepted 
by ſome. It is plain, that Adam was the original 
whence ſhe came, as he and ſhe together are of 
all their poſterity, He was her head, Eph: v. 23. 
For the huſband is the head of the wife. The thread 
of the hiſtory, Gen. ii. gives us the making of 
the covenant of works with Adam, before the 

On this head the reader may conſult Witſius' Oe- 
conomy, book i. chap. 2. 514. 15. | 
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formidtion of Eve. The coveflant itfelf runs ia 
rexms-as delivered to one perſon; ver. 16. 19; 

eu may Thou ſhalt. From whence it ſeems 
to me that ſhe was included. It is, true, ſhe ſell 


by her own tranſgreflion : and ſo might any of A+ 
dam's poſterity have fallen to-themfelves, as ſhe dic 


to herſelf, during the time of probation in this 


- covenant : but the ruin of mankind was hot com- 


pleted till he did eat. And therefore Adam is 
firſt convicted, nn ane wet | 
n, Gen. ili. 9g. 
(3.) Without queſtion, all his polierity by or- 
dinary generation were included in it He ſtoo 
for them all in chat covenant, and was their fede- 
ral head, that covenant being made with him as * 
public perſon repreſenting them all. For, 
Ci. ] The relation which the ſeripture teaches + 
berwixt Adam and Chriſt, evinces this. The one 
is called the fe Adam, the other the laft Adam, 
1 Cor. xv. 46. the one the firſt man, the other the 
ſecond man, ver. 47. Now, Chriſt is not the ſecond 
man, but as he is a public perſon repreſenting all 
his elect ſeed in the covenant of grace, being. their 
federal head: Therefore Adam was a public per- 
fon repreſenting all his natural ſeed in the cove - 
vant of works, being their federal head; for if 
there be a ſecond man, there muſt be a firſt man 
if a ſecond repreſentative, there muſt be a firſt, A- 
gain, Chriſt is not the laſt Adam, but as the fe- 
deral head of the elect, bringing ſalvation to them 
by his covenant-keeping ; therefore the firſt A- 
dam was the tederdl head of thoſe whom he 
brought death upon by his covenant-breaking, andi 
theſe are all, ver. 22. For as in Adam: all de, 2 
wen ſa in Chrift ball all be made alive... And here: 


C 3 


— 


— 


„„ J Parties in the Part I. 


fore the apoſtle, Rom. v. 14. calls Adam a figure 
or type of Chriſt. - Accordingly each of theſe re- 
preſentatives are held forth with their reſpective 
| parties repreſented by them, being made like unto 
1 them, 1 Cor. xv. 48. : As is the earthly; fuch are 
i they alſo that are earthly ; and as is the heavenly, 
| * ſuch are they affo that axe bemuenty. | 1 l 

[2-] Adam's breaking of the covenant is in 
law their breaking of it: it is imputed to them by 
a holy God, whole judgement is according to truth, 
and therefore can never impute to men the fin of 
which they are not guilty. Rom, v. 12.—A/ have 
finned. Now, if we inquire what is the 
lar fin here meant; the apoſtte makes it evident; 
that it is Adam's firſt fin, ver. 15. 19. — If thro 
the offence of one many be Gar by the offence 
of one judgement came upon all men. And that. ſin 
was the breaking of the covenant. Now, we 
could never be reckoned breakers of the covenant, 
in him, if we were not reckoned firſt makers of 
it in him ; that is, that Adam was our federal. 
head in that covenant, ſo that it was made with us 
in him. 

Tz.) The rains by the breach of ee wee 
gal on all mankind, not excepting thoſe who are 
not guiky of actual fin. Hence believers arc ſaid to- 
have been the children of wrath, even as others, 
Eph. iu; 3. and that death hath reigned over them 
that had not finned aſter the ſimilitude of Adam's. 
tranſgreſſion, Rom. v. 14. All were excluded 
from paradiſe, and from the tree of life, in the 
Joins of Adam; the ground was curſed to them, 
as well as to him. Tea, all die ſpiritually, and 
that in him, 1 Cor. xv, 22. forecited. Vet 


- i is- only - the- - foul that . ſinneth, ſhall. die, Ezck. 
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then, Gen, li. 19.'— Di thou art,” and unte 


| Covenant 1 of Works. 2 WA 


_ 4. They thus die who are not <chatgeable | 
with perſonal fins, Rom. v. 14. alſo above cited. 
n muſt be by virtue of that original threaten 


ſhalt thou return, And if they die by virtue of 
that threatening, they were under that. law to 
which it was annexed: but they could no other 
way be under it, than. a5: 1; ings, ; fade Solent 5 
head and repreſentative... - | 
--(4.] Laſtly; The fin and death we ;come undes 
by Adw, is (ill reſtrained unto that fin of his by 


which he brake the covenant of works: Rom. v. 
1 5.—19.—Through the offence of one many be dead, 


—The Judgement was by one to nation. Ix. 
one man's offence death reigned by ent.—By the . 
fence of one judgement came” upon. all men ta con- 

demnation.—By one man's diſobedience many wers 
made innert. As for Adam's after fins, the 
ſcripture takes no notice of them that way. It 
our communion with him in fin, and death did de- 

pend merely on. his natural relation to us, the 
conveyance of guilt from him untò us could not 
have ceaſed, till his whole guilt cintracted all his 
life over had diſburdened itſelf upon us t becauſe 
the natural relation ceaſed not But was ſtill the 
ſame, It depended then upon ſome ſupervenient 
relation, the which could be. no other but that 
he was conſtituted a public perſon, repreſenting 

us in the firſt.covenant : the which ceaſed, when 
he went in for. himſelf-into the ſecond covenant, 
The ſhip whereof he was made ſteerſman being 

{plit, the covenant of grace, as another ſhip, came 
up, of which Chriſt was the ſteerſman ; and this. 
covenant was let out as a rope to hale the paſſen-- 
gers to land, This Adam laid hold on, and i, 


2 De Equity of the Repreſentation. Part I. 
quitted his firſt poſt, that his after Funn 
ment could no more harm as formerly.” 2} 


The equity of this repreſen tation. | 


This repreſentation was juſt and equal, though | 
we did not tnake choice of Adam for that effect“. 
The juftice aud equity of it appears, in that, 

1. God made the choice; he pitched on Adam 
as a fit perſon io repreſent all mankind 7 and there 
is no mending of God's work, which is perfect, 
Eccl. iii. 14. There was infinite wiſdom at making 
of ir, and ſovereign authority to eſtabliſh ir. The 
covenant propoſed to Adam, could not but in dul 
ty be conſented to by him; and there is the fame - 
obligation on his poſterity. If judges on carth may 
name and give tutors to minors, might not the Judge 
of all the earth do the fame to his own creatures 

2. Adam was undoubtedly the moſt fit choice; 
He was the common father of us all: fo being vue 
natural head, he was fitteſt to be our federal head: 
He was in cafe for managing the bargain to the 
common advantage, Eccl. vii. 29, being made up- 
right, and furniſhed with ſufficient abilities. And 
his own intereſt was on the fame bottom with that 
of his poſteriry, Thus his abilities, and natural 
affection concurring with his own intereſt, —_ 
him to be a fit perfon for that office, | 

3. Laſtly, The choice was of apiece with the co- 
venant. The covenant, in its own nature moſt 
advantageous for man, though it could not be 
profitable to God, Job xxxv. 4. was a free benefit 
and gift on God's part; for as much as man had 


— 


See on this head, Withus's Economy, book is 
chap. 2. & 16. 17-18. Lay td :0bp's 
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not a claim to the life promiſed, but by the cove· 
nant. So that as the covenant owed its being, not to 
nature, but a poſitive conſtitution of God; to did 
the choice owe its being to the ſame.” God joined 
the covenant and repreſentation together ; and ſo 

the conſent of Adam or his poſterity to the one, 
was a conſenting. to the other. 


=> - 


753. Parti of the covenant of works, 


SECO NDLY; I come now to-diſcourſe of 
the parts of the covenant. Theſe are the things 
agreed upon betwiat God and man in this tranſ- 
action; the which God propoſed, and man af- 
ſented to, which made it properly God's covenant; 
It was himſelf who ſettled and drew all the articles 
ot it, by himſelf alone, Rom. xi. 34-:For who hath © 
tnown the mind of the Lord? (ſays the apoſtle), or 
who hath been his counſellor ? Nothing was left: to 
man, but to receive, acquieſce in, and conſent to 
it, as is manifeſt from the text. This was be- 
coming tbie inequality of the parties; ſuitable to 
od's ſovereign authority over man, whoſe pro- 
ofſals to his creature are in effect laws; and ſuit- 
able to the meanneſs of man in his beſt eſtate, who 
hath nothing but what he receives, and can never 
rofit his Maker. Hence may be inferred, 5 
1. That for a man's entering into the covenant 
Pf grace, there is no more required but the ſoul's 
Pearty conſent to the propoſal of the covenant 
ade to him in the goſpel. For ſurely there is 
o more required of a ſinner to inſtate him in 
xe ſecond covenant, a covenant of grace, than 
as required of Adam in innocence to inſtate him 
a the covenant of works: Il, Iv. 3. /ncline: your 


” * 


22 The Parts of the Covenant of Warks. 
ear, (ſays the Lord), and come unto wie : bedr, and 
dur foul live : and I will make an everlaſting es- 
venant with you, even the-ſure mercies of David. 
Hercin the two covenanis are at lealt equal. What 
caſts the balance on the {ide of the covenant of 
grace is, that it is an everlaſting one, and a ſoul 
once in it can never fall out again, Caot. iii. 10. 
2. That ſurely God has made the ſecond cove- 
nant himſcltf; he propoſes it to us, aud tequires 
us to embrace it; and has not left it to us, to 
frame and mould it according to our mind, and 
then call on him to conſent to the covenant we 
have franed. Ir he drew the whole of the firit 
covenant to innocent man, much more has he 
drawn the whole of the fecond covenant for ſin- 
ners. Let them know then, that it is their duty 
to ſtudy what God has propofed in his goſpel, to 
examine rhemfelves as to their liking of that way 
of ſalvation ; and if their fouls be content with 
it as it is laid down, tet them ernbrace it. 
3. Foraſmuch as faith is the fout's aſſent ta the 
eovenant of grace, it cannot be the condition- of 
that covenant properly ſo called. For conſent- 
ing to a covenant is a conſenting to the condition 
of it, and all the reſt of the parts thereof; as we 
ſee in the firft covenant, and may perteive in the 
fecond alſo in reſpect of Chriſt, where his doing 
and dying were the only proper 
he afſenred to: Pſal. xl, . where he ſays, Lo, / 
come : in the volume of the Book it is written of m. 
But aſſenting to the condition of a covenant can- 
not be the condition itſelf properly ſpeiking z o- 
therwiſs we own faith to be the condition on our 
part, that is, the mean by which we are jntertſt- 
ed in Chriſt and the covenant, even as the vo- 


conditions which} 


K 


ur 
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man's taking of the man may be. called the con- 


dition ot the marriage-covenant ; ; which any way ; 


ſee is not the Proper condition, of it, but mar- 
riage · faithful 

Now, che ty of the covenant of works agreed: 
upon by God and: man were three; the condition. 
ta be perfoxmed by man, the promiſe to be ac- 
complithed to man upon his performance of the 
condition, and the penalty! in caſe of man's re: 
ipg the covenant, - 


17 f, 


The conditjon of the pear n 


| Pins v, The firſt part is che condition to be per- 
formed; which was obedience to the law, fulſil- 
ling the commands God gave him, by doing what: 
they required, Rom.'x. 5. upon the doing of which. 
he might claim the promiſed life, in victue of the. 
compact, 80 this was a covenant, a covenant 
properly conditional. For * of this, 
we muſt conſider, 
1 What law he was by this covenant obliged to 
yield obedience to. And, 


2. What kind of obedience. he was. obliged: to 


yield thereto. / 


Fi, Let us conſider what kan he was by de 


covenant obliged to yield GDEGIEDCS, to. 


Ian under a tue law, natural and: 
ſpmbalical. 


1. The natural law, the law of hes ten com- 
mand ments *, as the New Leſtomane explaing'ir, | 


See on this ſubjed Wigkus's Economy, book's i. 
dap. 3. e © ho 
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not in all things. which are written in the book of 


38. 39. Thou ſbalt hve the Lord thy Ged with 


the i image of God, Col. ni. 10, Moreover, the re- 
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Gal. iii. 10. — Curſed is every owe that continueth 


the law to do them. The ſum of this law is £ om- 
d in what our Lord ſays, Matth. 5 775 


thy heart, and with all thy foul, br with all thy 


mind. This is the firſt and great commandment. 


And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſbalt love thy 
neigbbour as thyſelf. That this law was given to 


Adam, is manifeſt, if it is conſidered, that he was 
created rightequs, and holy, Gen, i, 27. compared 


with Eph. iv. 24. And all created righteouſtcſs 
and holineſs is a conformity to the moral law, the 


that law, is evident, in that the knowledge of it is 
an eſſential part of righteouſneſs and holineſs, or 


mains of - this. law with the very Heathens, Rom. 


ii. 15, are an evidence of its being given to Adam in 
perfection; as the remains of a fallen bouſe, ber 


that ſometime a houſe ſtood there. 


It it be inquired, How that law "was given him? 


It was written on his mind and beart, Rom. ii. 15. 


and that in his creation, Ecd. vil. 29. Therefore 


it is called the natural law. "He as no ſooner a 


man, than he was arighteous man, knowing the na- 


tural law he was under, and being conformed to 
it in the powers and facukies of his foul. © That 
ſame law which God gave from "Sinai with thun- 
der and lightning, in all the precepts of it, was 
breathed into Adam's Toul, when God breathed 
into him the breath of life, and he became a living 
ſoul. 

This law was afterwards incorporated into the 
covenant of works, and was the chief matter of it. 


perpetual rule of rightcouſneſs. And that he knew: 


not 
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I fay, after wards ; for the covenant of works is 
not ſo ancient as the natural law. The natural 
law was in being when there was no covenant of. * 
works; for the former was given to man in his 
creation, without paradiſe ; the latter was made 
with him after he was brought into paradiſe, Gen. 
ü. 7. 8. 15. 16. 1. The natural law had no pro- 
miſe of eternal life ; for God might have annihi-⸗ 
lated. his creature though he. had not finned; till 
once the covenant of works was made. But then 
God put to the natural law a promiſe of eternal 
life, and a threatening of death, and fa it became 
a covenant of works *. 

. How then can men make ſuch. ado again be- 
Jevers being delivered from the law as it is the 
covenant of works, as if the law could no more 

be a rule of life to believers if that be ſo ? It was 
a rule of life to Adam before the covenant of 
works; and it may, yea and muſt be a rule of 
life to believers, after the covenant of works is 
gone as to them. God made it once the matter 
of the covenant of works, and in that covenant 
4 rule of life to Adam and ail his natural ſeed: 
and why may it not be made the matter of the 
law of Chriſt, and therein be a rule of lite to them 
that are his + ? 

To ſhut vp this point, ſee your deep concern 
in this covenant; and conſider that your help is 
not therein, but in laying bold on Chriſt, the 
head of the ſecond covenant. 

2. Another law which Adam was obliged, by 


the cuvenant of works, to yield obedience to, was 


See notes on the Marrow, Introd. 5 2. note {e}. 
+ Sce notes on the ES Introd. 5 2. note (a), 
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56 The Condition of the Covenant. Part J. 
the poſitive ſymbolical law, forbidding him to eat 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and cvilz 


recorded in the text . This law Adam bad 


not, nor could have, but by revelation: for ie 
was no part of the law of nature, being in its 
own nature indifferent, and altogether: depending 
on the will of the Lawgiver, who, in à confiſts 
ency with his on and man's nature 00, might 
have appointed otherwiſe concerning it. But chis 
law being once given, the natural la obliged 
him to the obſervation of it, inaſmuch as it ſtrict- 
ly bound lim to obey his God and Creator io allł 
things, binding him to love the Lord with all his 
heart, foul, mind, and ſtrengch. Hence it fol- 
jows, a 
if, That i in'as el this n Sbeyes, the 
natural law was obeyed; and the breaking ot 
the former was the breaking of the latter alſo. 
They were but ſeveral links of one chain; con- 
ſtitutions of the Supreme Lawgiver, which in 
point of © obedience ſtood and fell together. 
2dly, That whatever is revealed by the Lord to 
be believed or to be done, the natural law of the 
ten commandments obliges to the believing or do- 
ing of it, Plal. xix. 7. Tr lau of the Lord is per. 
fect. Hence faith is reckoned a duty of che floſt 
command. The goſpel reveals the object of fach, 
and the natural law lays on the 8 * 
duty of believing. | 
This law was not given, vorwnfs of iy wont 


that was in the fruit itſelf of that tree: for God 


ſaw every thing that he hud made, and bebeld it 


„See on this ſubjeck Withus' 5 bes book i. 
chap. 3. 5 204 Kc. | 1 9 
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as: very gord, Gen. i. 31. It was not forbidden 
becauſe it was evil, but evil, becauſe forbidden- 
Yet-was the giving of that law an action beco- 
ming the divine perfections, however ſmall he 
matter ſcems to be in iiſelf. In the moſt; minute 
things God n greate(t, De 14 +4 v4 #6 

(A.) Herein man's obedience. was to turn upon 
the. preciſe point of reſpect to the | will» of God, 
which was a trial of his obedience exactly ſuited 
to the ſtate he. was then in, and by which the 
moſt glaring evidence of true obedience would 
have been given. S0 this was a moſt fit proba- 
tory command. To love God and one's neigh- 
bour, nature itſelf. taught Adam. Not to have 
another God, worſhip; images, take God's name 
in vain; to: keep the ſabbath, retyrning;onc2 a= 
week only ;.theſe could net hays given facha der 
monſtration of man's obedieace to his Creator, 
having ſuch afiaity with the nature of God, in 
themſelves, and with his on pure nature tags 
As little could the commands of the ſecond table 
have been fo, he having no ncighbour then in the 
world wich lim, and Eve An r 
conſiderable time after. 

( 2.) Thus his obedience. or diſobedience — 
ved: to be moſt clear, conſpicuous, and undeni- 
able, not only to himfclf, but to other cregtores _ 
capable of obſervation: foraſmuch as this law 
reſpected an external thing obrious to ſenſe, and 
the diſcerning of any, whoryet could not judge 
of internal acts of obedience or diſobedience. Sd 
that God might be clear in gudging, Pfal. Ii. 4. in 


the eyes of angels goed and bad, and of man 
himſelt. 


(3) It vas moſt 1 for afſerting God's 
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dominion over man, being a viſible badge of 
man's ſubiection to God. God bad made bim 
lord of the inferior wo: ld, fot him down in para- 
diſe, a place turnithed ith all things for necs ſlity 
and delight: fo it wis becoming the divine wiſdom 
and ſovercign dominion, to diſcharge him from 
meddling with one tree in the garden, as a teſti- 
mony ot his holding all of him as his great Land- 
. Jord. 

(4-) It was a moſt- proper moral inſtrument, 
and fu'table mean, to ret in man in his integrity, 
who though a happy creature, was yet a change“ 
able one. 80 far was it from being a bar to his 
ſurtber happineſs, as Satan alleged, Gen. ili. 5. 
Ib e tree or knowledge, as it food under that 
. Pronibition, was a conti nual monitor to bim to 
take heed to himſelf, a watchword to beware of 
the enemy; a plan lecture of his mutable ſtate, 
wherein he might learn that he was yet but in fa · 
vour on his good behaviour. Beſides, it was a 
ſign of emptineſs hung at the door of the crea- 
tion, with that inſcription, * Here is not your 
4 reſt :> ſo pointing him to God, as the alone 
fountata of happineſs, foraſmuch as there was a 
want even in paradiſe. 

(F.) It was a compend of the law of nature. 
Love to God and one's neighbour was wrapt up 
in it 3 and all the ten commands were eminently 
comprehended therein. For in not eating there- 

of he would have teſtified his ſupreme love to 
| God, and his due love to his poſterity : and in 
eating thereof he caſt off both, and fo broke all 
© | the ten-commandments . — 


Hor Adam, by eating the forbidden fruit, broke 


* could never be accepted of God for its on ſabe; 


nor yet could it be actepted in point of juſtidbca- 


— of the Choonants 3 


The natre of th aue ds by. mana. 
| TT the law. 6 11 


© Skeonly, Lan wot whey kind of obedi- 


ence to the law Adam was, by this covenant, 
"obliged to pic ld, as the condition of it *. To this 


twofeld Ilan he was to niels. 
1. Perfect obedĩence. Tmperfeft © obedience 
; eould not have been ac undder this cove- 


nant ; neither for Juſtification, for it would have 


condemned man, Gal. iik 10: formerly cited; 


nor under the covenant of grace; could it be a- 


eepted for that end neither, Matth. iii. 15. a8 it 
became the Second Adam 0 fulfit all righteofnofs > 


tion under that covenant, though under the S- 
venant of grace it is. The reaſon is, becauſe un- 
; der the firſt covenant the work muſt be accenged 
"for i its conformity to the faw, and there the per- 
ſon for the work's ſake; but imperfect obedienee 


tor God is of purer eyes than to bebold evil, and 


cannot lol on iniquity, Hab i. 13. But uoder the 


. ſecond covenant the perſons of believers are fiſt 
_ accepted; for Chris fake; Eph.” i. 6. and them 


* 
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their works for the ſame Cbriſtꝰ ſake > Heb. Xi. 


4. Sv. then the condition of this covenant. was 


perfret obedience, and aß, . t ben 
(t.) Perfect in reſpect of the principle of it. 
His nature, ſoul, 292 ns WER WR to be 


all the ten commandments, fer — — Fourfold: 
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kept pure and untainted, as the principle of ac- 


tion. 80 the law is explained, Luke x. 25.—28. 
And beho4ly a:certain, lawyer flood up, and tempted © 
him, ſayiugy Mafter, what ſball I do to inherit eter - 
nal life e faid unto bim, What is written in 2 
hw? hu readeft thou And he anfwering, ſa 

Thew' {belt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with, all thy faul, and with all thy Hrengtb, 


And he | {aid unto him, Thaw haſt anſwered right ++ 
2his de, and thou alt live. Where the leaſt ble- 
miſh is in the foul, mind, will, ar affections, it 
muſt needs make the actions fanful : He can bring 
.a:chan thing out f an unclean ? Job xiv. 4. 4 
corrupt tree cannat bring Forth gad fruit, Matth. 
vi- 183. Where there is any indifpoſition for, or 

rveluctaney to duty, there is a blemiſh in the frame 


of che foul. Therefore of neceſſity man beho- 


ved to retain a perfect purity in his ſoul, as the 


condition of that covenant, God gave man a 


heart perfeRtly pure, and commanded him to keep 
it from being in the leaſt tainted ; put an him a 


leaſt ſpot, under the pain of death. | 
(2+) Perfect in parts, nowiſe defeſtive or lame, 


ranting any part neceſſary to its integrity, James 
i. 4. And it behoved to be thus perfect, [t.] In 


reſpect of the parts ot the law, Gal. iii. 10, His 
. obedience behoved to be as broad as the whole 
law, natural and poſitive; extending to all the 


mitted that the law forbade, nothing omitted that 
he law required. One link of this chaĩa being 


broken, all was broke together; for whoſeover 


and with ail thy mind: and thy: neighbour as thyſelf-- | 


fair bite garment of habitual inherent righteouſ. 
. nefs, and commanded it to be kept free from the 


commands tliereof laid on him: nothing com- 
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2 the whole law, and yet offettd in ve point, 


eis gilty: of. ally. Jams ii. 10. Ca. ] In reſpect ar 


the parts of the man, Luke x. 27. 28. foregited. 
His mind, will; and affections, his ſoul and his 
body, all of them behoved / to be employed 
in obodience to the law and it behoved to be 
the obedience, as of the whole law; fo ot the 
whole man. Thus was he bound to internal and- 
external obedience in the whole cotapaſa af 
both according; to the law. [Z.] I» reſpe at the 
parts of every human action. Gali iii. 10. The 
lav requires in every ſuch action, a goodaeſe of 
the matter, manner, and end : a fuilure in any of 
theſe in any one action broke this covenant. Sorin” 
every action what he did behoved to be good, well 
done; and all to the glory of God, as the chief 
end. The leaſt miſmanagement in any of theſe, 
the leaſt ſquint leck, would have marred all. 
(3. ) Perfect in degrees, Luke x. 27. 284 abose 
cited. His obedience, as the condition of the 
covenant, was to be not only of equal breadth: with 
the law, but of equal beigbt with it, in every point. 
Every part of every action behoved to- be ſerewed 
up to chat pitch determined by the law: all that 
2 than ity, was to be rejected as ſinful. 
2. Adam was ubliged to perpetual obcdience, 
Gal. id. 10. Not that he was for ever to hate 
been upon his trial j for that would have render - 
ed the promife of life vain and fruitleſs, fince he 
could never at that rate have attained the , 
of / hisobedience. But it behoved to be perpe - 
tual, as a condition of the covenant, during the ' 
time ſet by God himfelf for the trial; which 
time God has not diſcovered in his word. The 
time of this life is now the dime of arial. «Cur 
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32 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the room of the elect, o- 


deyed the law about the ſpace of hirry-three 0 
years ; for ſo long he lived... Whatever was the 8 
time appointed for man's trial, according to the p 


N covenant; his Obedience behoved to be perpetual 
duriug that time, without interruption of the 
| —— of it, without defeclion and apoſtaſy from 
| ic: Lill that time had expired in a courſe of con- 
— obedience, he could not have claimed the 
final reward of his work. But that tine being 
fo: expired, he would have been confirmed in 
goodneſs, ſo that he could no more fall away, as 
a part of the life promiſed . And the covenant 
of works would have for ever remained as man's 
eternal ſecurity. for, and ground of his eternal 
life; but no longer as a rule of his obedicuce, for 
that would have been to reduce him to the ſtate 
of 1rial he was in before, and to have ſet him a- 
new to work as a title to what he already poſſeſ- 
ſed, by virtue of his ſuppoſed keeping of that co- 
venant. Let man could be in no ſtate, wherein 
he ſhould not owe obedience to his Creator, no 
not in the ſtate of glory: Aad if he owedbobe- 
dience ſtill, he behoved ail to haye a. rule: and 
for that effect, the law. ot nature, which i is per- 


ene mores tt So oe os wr 'o 


_  petual, would have returned. to its-primitive. con- * 
ſtitution, the form of the covenant ot works be- 
ing done away from it; and ſo have been man's * 
+rulc in the ſtate of confirmation, Hence i it fol. 1 
lows, 
..) That fordfenich, as the Bord Jeſus Chriſt | 7 


"Has mended and pericited that work, which A- 


. 
Sce the ſame doArine taught ig Wixus's @conomy, 9 4 
bock i. chap. 3 $ 25» WB Het 6442 448 gp it 


* 


= 


dam marred; believers being united to him, are ſo 


confirmed in a ſtate of grace, that they cannot 


but perſevere, and that for ever. Hence it is oh: 
ſervable, that the juſt by faith are declared to he 
entitled to that very benefit which Adam was by 
his obedience to have been entitled to, Hab. ii. 4. 
The juſt fall live by his faith ; namely, à liße 
which ſhall perſevere and endure-for ever. And 
therefore the apoſile uſeth that ſcripture-to prove 
the per ſeverance of believers, and rhe certainty of 
their eternal ſalvation, Heb: x. 38. 39. Now the 
al Ball live by faith: but 1f- ny man' draw back; 
2 foul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. But we are 
not of them who draw hack unto perdition ; but of 


I them that balieve to the Javing- of the ſoul,” And. 


believers are declared actually to have eternal life, 
though that life is not yet come unto its full . 
gour, which is reſerved for heaven: John xvii. 3. 
This ts life eternal, that they might know thee the. 
_ only traie Cod, and Jeſus Chrift ubam thou haft ſents 
1 John v. 13. Theſe things have I written unto you, 
allt belirur on the name of the Son of obs: 2 
may new i har yt haue eternal life. N 
0 "As it 4 in van for Chriälleſs Gamers, m- 
terly impotent for any good, to pretend to work 
that they may procure themſelves life ; ſo believers. 
oußhit not to work for life, or that they may, by 
their holineſs and obedience, gain life. For be- 
levers in Chriſt bave life already in him, by vir- 
tue of his working perfectly and perpetually in 
their room and ſtead ; and for them to pretend 
ſo to work for it, is to caſt diſnonour on Chriſt's 
perfect and val obedience. The truth is, 
; Polinefs is 4 Main part of that life. and ſalvation 


we have by Jeſus Chriſt. Of him Li. & God] ar- 
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ye in Chrift Jeſus, who of God is made unto u ane · 
tification; i Cor. i. 30. Net by works F rig - 
reouſmeſs, which we have done, but acrordiug to -his 
mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of reyeneratians 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. iii- 5. de 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and puriſy unte bimſelf. a peculiar peo- 


ple, zeatpus of god works, Tit. ii. 14. And were 


there more preſſiug of faith to obtain holineſs, aud 
leſs dividing of holineſs from life and ſalvation, 
making the former the means to procure to ours 
ſelves the latter, there would be more true holincſi 


in theſe dregs of tie. 16, 


* (3-) They that are not holy have no „ ſaving i ins 
tereſt in Jeſus Chriſt 3 and while they continue ſo, 
ſhall never ſee the face of God in peace: Heb; 
Xi. 14. Follow: — telingfs, ſays the'apaitle,' withy 
aut which nh man ſbhall Jed the Lord. Where is 
the man that pretends to be in Chriſt, and ta have 
faith, and yet makes no oonſcience of a holy lite, 
of the duties of piety towards God, righteouſneſs 
nod mercy towards. his neighbour; but tramples 
on any of the ten commandments; I: ſay. to him 


with confidence, as the:apoſile Peter faid to Simon 


Magus, Acts viil..21.. Thou hoſt either part nor let 
in this matter ; for thy heart is not right in the fight 
of Cod: Has Chriſt fulfilled the covenant, which 


Adam broke; and are not all that are united to 
Mn, made thereupon partakers of life? How can 


it be otherwiſe according to the faithfulneſs of 


God? Surely then thou who art living in fin, and 


ſo art dead while thou liveſt, Fa no raving inter- 
: 2 in bim. | 


(.) Though the believer bates the ww of \ 


the ten eommandments as a rule of life, he is not 


DA M FIST Frieren 
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25 
Nr eee e. works in AS .. 


neither. dyes: the law he is under adjudge him o. e- 
ter nal lift upon his obedience, nor laꝝ him unden 
the cutfe; and adjudge him to eternal dcarh, fon 
his fins. But the law 25-46 him is Gixips) of im 
promiſe of eternal life: to bediene, and of jm 
chroatening of eternal death toi his fins This is 
the apoſtle PauPFs doctrine: Tu become; dead ty 
the law: by the budy Chrift, Rom: vii. 4. —, NA 
not under | the law, but undef grace, chaps vi. 14. 
Fhere it no condemnation to t hm 4hat are in Chrifh 
Jojus, Rom. viii. i. That u i juflified by the 
law in the fight e -Gud, it is evident : far, The juſt, 
ſball ue by ſaith. * And tbe lau is not-of faith ;: 
tut, The man that doth them,: ſball live in them., 
Ghrift | hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, 
lang made a curſe for vs, Gal. iii. 11.1213. And, 
how can it be otherwiſe, unleſs one will ay, that 
Chriſt, by his perfect and perpetyal obedicace, bas, 
not ſet his people beyond the reach of abe curſe, 
nor ſecured their life * ? 

* 3. Adam was obliged to per anal obedience:. 
Hence tays the, Lord, Te ſball keep my fletutes: aud, 
wy judgements : which if a man do, he ſball live in 
them, Lev. xviiie 5. Which words the apoſtle; 
Paul quotes, Rom. x..5. Meſes deſcribeth the rigb- 
tęuuſneſi which is of the law, That the man which. 
dpth' \thoſe things ball live by them. It behoved, 
to be perſonal obedience. Not that every perſon 
of Adam's race, according to che original con- 
ſlitution, behoved to yield this obedience for bim - 
ſelf, in order to obtain the life promiſed. . It 19% 
true indeed, that all Adam's children, ho Haw. 


Ser notes on the Marrow, Jopodpd.. i. 
(8.80) 4 4 Bt = ., w_na#$: 4661S; 510 py 


e 4 


1 3 a} _ pd 
* ; * bi - * — Pp «* 
3 - = wm N = 
rr — * — — 


22 
a, 
— 


. 
"8 
If 
+ 
1 
Ws 
* 0 
- 40 o 
+44 

þ 


ki 
vo 7 # ä 


36 The G . of d beten Mer 


his trial was expired, would have been obliged 
(it would ſcem) to that obedienge for that end, in 
their own perſons; and if they had failed in it, 
the loſs would have been to themſelves, and to 
themſelves only. This may be learned from the 
caſe of Eve, noticed before. But that, in caſe 
Adam bad ſtood out the whole time of his trial, 
every one of his poſterity after that ſhould yet 
have been obliged to yield obedience for life in their 
own ns, is what I cannot comprehend. For 
then, to what purpoſe was the repreſentation of 
mankind by Adam? for what end was he conſti- 


tuted tngir federal head? It is plain, that, by A. 


dam's breaking of the covenant, death bas come 
on them, who had no being in the world in A- 
dam's tine: and how this can be conſiſtent with 
the goodneſs'of God, and the equity of his pro- 


ceedinge, unleſs they were to have had the pro- 


miſed life upon running the ſet courſe of his obe- 
dieace, I ſee not : and therefore muſt cunclude, 
that after Adam's ſtanding out the ſet time, all 
mankind then ſtanding with him, would bave 
been conſir ned, and thoſe who thould afterwards 


have come into the world, would not 


have had original righteouineſs conveyed to them 
from him, but have been confirmed too in holi-eſz 


and happineſs, ſo that they could not have fallen. 


It i true, the covenant of works now propo- 
ſe the ſame condition to every man under it, that 
it did to Adam, to be performed in hi: Own: per- 
ſon for himſelf, if he will have life by it. The 
reaſon is plain, Adam finning is no-more the re: 


preſentative in that. covenant, to act for them; 


fo they muſt take the ſame way erery one for 


N., Condition of the Covenants yy 
themſelves, that he was to have taken for him- 
ſelf and all his poſterity. While the pilot ma- 
nakes the ſhip carefully and ixilfully, fo. as the | * 
makes . towards te port, the paſſengers 
have nothing to for their o ſafety, all is 
fafe by his management : but if he run the thip 
on a rock, and ſplit it, and make his eſcape, eve: 
of ne of he pots pe OR RAR 
and work for his own life and ſafety, , 

But this obedience behoved to be ET 


2 R 


(.) By man himſelf, n 
Lev. xviii- 1 f. forecited. The covenant of works 
knew nothing of a ſurety or mediator. In the day 
thou eateft, thou ſbalt die, plainly imports, that 
man the moment he finned, broke the covenant, 
and was a-dead man in law. If he could have 
provided a ſurety who ſhould have obeyed, when 
he diſobeyed, that would not have fulfilled that 
covenant, or kept it. If a ſurety was to have 
place, it be hoved to be by a new bargain, where- 
in a new repreſentation was ſettled. 

(2) By one perſon, and not. hy more a chat ia, a 
the rightcouſnels of the covenant behoved to be 
of one piece, and not one part wrought by one, 
and another part by another. The fanning ſoul 
behoved to die ʒ and imperfect righteouſneſs could. 
not be accepted in part, more than it could be in 
whole, becauſe ſuch righteouſneſs is not righ- 
teouſneſs indeed, but finful want of rote yes 5 

to che law, Hence it follows, a | 2 5. 

4.1 That God's accepting of a ſurety, as. * 
4 wy his providing — For. loſt . fingers in 
the ſec ond covenant, was purely of free grace. For 

E 


r* 


3 The Condition of the Covenant, Part I- 


in bim, fays the apoſtle, we have redemption thro* 
his bloed, the forgiveneſs of fins, | according to the 
riches of bis grace, Eph. i. 7. He might have held 
man to the firſt bargain, and made all mankind 
vreerly miſerable. without remedy, having once 
droke the firſt covenant. ' But the riches of ſove- 


reign free love and grace brought forth a new bar- 
gain, wherein a ſurety was admitted, when that 


benefit to us might have been refuſed; yea and 
was provided by him too, when we could never 
have procured one to take that burden on him 


for us. 


2. That the purchaſe of our atvation by the 


precious blood of Chriſt, which was a full price for 
it,” is ſo far from lowering the riches of free grace 


in it, that it exceedingly heightens the fame. 
When you hear of free pardon and falvation to 
ſinners, through the ſatisfa&tion of Chriſt, beware 
of imagining, that the ſatisfaction ſpoils the free- 
dom of it; but remember, that God the Father, 
Sun, and Holy Ghoft, might hare in juſtice in- 
fiſted on our own perſonal, perfect ſrisfying of 
the demands of the covenant of works; and yet 
ſuch was their love and grace to poor ſinners, that 
the Father parts with his Son to die for us, the 
Son lays down his life in our ſtead, and the Holy 
Spirit freely applies Eis purchaſe to ſinners. 80 
that all is of free grace to us. If it had been con- 


ſftent with the nature of God, to have forgiven 
ſit without ſatisfaction, ſuch remiſſion would have 
bien of free grace: but when there behoyed to | 


be a ſatisfaction made, und God ad. nicted” u furt- / 
ty, and provided the ſame hi neff, This ſpetks 
uaſpeakable riches of grace: As if a king ſhout l 
give his oa ſon to * the Lay for a traitur, 


it 


De Promiſe of. the Covenand. * 39 
John iii. 26. For God fo Eved the world, that he 
gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 


in him ſbould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 


[. J. That there can be no mixing of our o 
righteouſneſs, in greater or leſſer meaſure, with 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in our juſtification, by 


the ſecond covenant, Gal. iii. 12. for the law is 
nat of faith : but, The man that deth them ſhall live in 
them. We muſt betake ourſelves wholly to the one 


or to the other. For the demands ef the firſt co- 


venant muſt be anſwered, by that righteouſneſs. on 
which we can be juſtificd ; and unleſs we have of 
our own a perfect righteouſneſs 0 produce for 
that end, nothing we have can be accepted in that 
point, Gace there is no admitting of a pieced righ- 
teouſneſs. And evident it is, that we cannot pre- 
tend to a perfect rigtiteouſaeſs of our on, * 
n muſt go wholly to Chiiſt for one. 


Tie promiſe of the covenant of works. * 


. eg BA The promiſe to be accompliſhed 
29 man upon. his performance of the condition. 
That was a promiſe of life, Rom. x. 5 forecited, 
Which was implied in the threatening " death in 
caſe of _finning *. For underftinding this pro- 
miſed life, we muſt copfider the condition ta be 
performed, two ways. 


V, In the courſe of its performance, while. man 


mould have been in the way running the race of 
his obedience to obtain the crown; while he 
ſhould have been on his trials for the ſubſequent 
reward, holding the way of God's command- 
ments, and walking in the path chalked out to 


*® The reader, on this bead, may alſo conſul Wickuns's 
Oeconomy, book i. chap. * 
2 


te 
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kin by the divine law, during the time of his 
probation, without going off the way in the leaſt, 
In this cafe the promiſe would have held pace 
with his 'continuance in the courſe of obcdience. 
And, by virtue of the covenant, he would have 
enjoyed a concomitant reward of life. For in | 
keepin? of God's commandr, ſays the pfalmiſt, 1here | 
Is great reward, Pſ\1. xix. 11. This is evident 
from the terms of the covenant in the text, which 
manifeſtly imply this, namely, While thou doſt 
not eat "thereof, thou ſhale ſurely live, Now, 
This promiſed life was twofold, natural and ſpi- 
ritual, each of them perfectly proſperous : for 


Au teripture-language to live is to live proſperoufly, 1 
or in proſperity, 1 Sam. xxv. 6. Aud man's pro- i 
fperity in the ſtate of integrity, couid not be a : 


mixed proſperity, as now in this ſinful ſtate, but 
truly perfect, without mixture of any thing that N 
might mar it. And as for the ilife itſelf, natural 

and ſpiritual, they were both given him in bis 
creation. So then the life promiſed, aud to be 
accompliſhed in the courſe of his ne . 

the condition of the covenant, was, | 


A proſperous matural liſe promiſed. 


t. A proſperous natural life, perfectly profpe- 
rous. The natural life was given to man by-Gods | 
breathing i in him the breath of life, Gen. ii. 5.3 
knitting a rational ſoul unto his body, and ſo a+ 
nimating it, which was preſently difcovered by ; 
man's breathing at his noſtrils. While chat union 
betwixt the ſoul and body remains, man lives a 
natural life. And thus man ſhould have lived 
;proſperouſly, while performing the condition of 

*the covenant. EIN a threefold benefit. 


i. % —_ "A 


un . Promife. of the Covenant. 24 


t. The continuation: of aber Rom. G. 
23. Man's body was indeed made of duſt; but, 
by vis tue of the covenant-promile, it would have 

been ſecured from returning to the duſt again. 
As it vas created without any principle of death. 
withia! it, ſo the cavenant barred all hazard of 
death from without it, from any other hand, as 
long as that covenant ſhould be kept. Till the 
bond of the covenant. was treacherouſly looſed 
by man himſelf, there was no looſing. of the fil- 
ver cord that knits ſaul and body together.. 

- (2+) The vigour of natural life, The keeping 
of the.covenant was a perfect fecurity againſt all 
decay and languiſhing of -natural life, which 
tends unto death. Since man even in that ſtate 
was to eat, drink, and fleep, no doubt his body 
was to be ſupported by theſe means: but the 
fruits of the untainted earth ware fitted for the 
preſer vation of ſuch a life; and while his foul 
continued pure, he could not but make a regular 
uſe of them, according. ro the ns Es of the 
mee. 5 N 

6.) The comfort of 1 life, pure — 
Wo with the-ſorrows of it, which are now 
felt, bus pot till fin entered. All men know, 
that life is one thing, and the comfort of life an- 
other; but theſe could not be divided till the wedge 


of ſin was driven Ong SN! 3 


theſe two things. 4 
9 Freedom. Hrom al evils and mee | 
cies bf life, which might embitter it to him. 
What theſe are, we all know from experience 32 
flood af them being let out on the world with the 
AHrit fin, not to be dried up till the wor Id end; 
And death and evil F 
* LEES V3: * bn 
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Gen. iii. 17. 18. 19. And unto Adam he ſaid, Be- 
.cuuſe thou haſt beartened unte the voice of thy wife, 


und haf eaten of the tree of which 1 commanded 
thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not cut of it : curſed ir 
the ground for thy ifake.: in forrow ſbalt thou eat. 


"of" it all the days 'of thy life. Thorns. alſo and. 
thiftles ſhall it bring forth to thee:: and thou fbalt ' 
eat the herb. of the field In the ſweat of thy face. 


Salt thou eat bread, till thou return unte the ground: . 
For out of it wal thou taken: for daft thou art, 


and unto duff ſbalt thou return. Hence labour was 


% be without toil, ſtrength without mixture of 


weakneſs and uneaſineſs, health without * 
ickneſs or indifpofition of body. 

[2.]) The comfortable enjoyment of life wth . 
the conveniencies of it, Gen. ii. 16. where the 


Lord God faid unto man, Of every tree of the gar- | 


den thou may freely cat. Life itſelf ſometimes 
is burdenfome now, and the good things of it are 


beſet as with thorns and briers: butiiunocent A- 
dam could have had none of cheſe things to com- 


plain of. He was lord of the inferior creatures, 
and they were at bis diſpoſal. What joy and 


comfort the creatures could yield to him, he was 


maſter of, and could not but have a more exqui- 
ite taſte of than any man ſince. He was clothed 
wwith the greateſt honour, and had it with the 


profits and- refined ptcaſures of life, together with 


God's favour. 
We know then where to Tay*the blame of the 


- miſeries of this life and death itſeff. The break- 
ing of that covenant opened the ſlice to that 


flood of them which now overflows the world. 
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"#5 7 : ſpiritaal life | tied. | Nr 


u. A proſperous ſpirieval life, perfedtly pro- 


* 


* 


; 


Tperous. The foul of mad wh and it ins tl 


nature immortal, not liable to the diſſolution to 
which the body is ſubject. But befides, it was en- 
dowed with fpiritoal life, whereby it lived to 


God in uniqn and communion with him, as bears 
ing the image of God, a lively image oF. his righ- 
teoufneſs and holineſs, Gen. i. 27. Eccl. vii. 29; 
And tus man would have. lived proſperovufly, 
ng the condirion of rhe covenant. 

this implied a fourfold benefit. f 
* (1.) The continuation of the image of God in 


Aim, the uprightacſs of his nature in Shich he 
was crrated. Nothing could have marred that - 


while the covenant was kept. The knowledge HEC 


his mind would have remained with hit, aas 


would alſd the righteouſneſs of his will, and the 
holinefs of his affections. That glorious likeneſs 


to God in which he was created, was à beauty 


which nothing but fig could 


(2.)* The continuance of rhe dove bd favout - 


of God. He was the friend of God, the favou- 


rite of heaven; and as long as he kept the cove- - 


-Dant, nothing could diffolve the friendſhip. Life 
lies in God's favour, and upon his good behavi- 
our he was ſurely to enjoy it ſtill. It could. ne- 
ver have left him, as long as he kept God's way. 
For God cannot but love, favour, and delight 


in his own image, ip veneer itzis preſerved 


entire. 


C3. Ready acceſs to God, and fellowſhip _Y 


him. The covenant was a: covenant of friend- 
hip; and while fin was held out, there was no- 
thing to mar his intereourſe with Gods He would 
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ſtill have had immediate communion with. God; 
For there was no noed of a mediator, where there ; 
«was no breach, Gal. iii. 20. The means of com- 
mugion with God, prayers, praiſes, &c. would 
at no time have been dy wells of ſalvation to 
him: no deſertions, nor hidings of God's face, 
could have place... 

(4.) Laftly, The daily comfort of his perform- 

ance. He would ſtill have had the pleaſure there 
is in the very keeping of God's commands, and 
the comfortable feaſt of the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, upon every piece of obedience per- 
formed. Aud the greater this would have been, 
we · longer he had continued, and the nearer he 
had come to the end of bis race, where was the 
crown to be received. 

. Thus may we ſec G d's bounty and ma * 
gratitude. He had wages in hand allowed 
a preſent reward of his work, according 19 5 85 
Thou ſhalt not muzzle, the mouth ef the ox #hat 
freadeth out the corn. Yet would he needs bet- 
ter his condition eee quite 

marred it. | | 

« Eternal life in heaven promiſed... 
_ 24ly, We may conſider the condition to be 
performed, as actually performed, and complete- 
17 tulfifled: God had appointed to man a time of 
triil and probation, during wliich he was carefully 
to take heed to himſclf,, that he -obeyed perfectly 
and perpetually, ; as 28 liable to ſin; and fo to 
give proof of himſelf, of his awful reſpect to his 


*Creator's will, and his 1ight management of the 
talents given him by his great Lord to trade 
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nh. In this caſe, viz. upoh man's ſtandiug ia 
his innocence till that time vu expired, eternal 
life was by the promiie ſecured to bim 8 the rer® 
ward of his work, Match, Xix. 17. W 
theſe four benefits were implied. . 

1. The-confiemation of his foul in Iintotence; 
clatnecuſoes, and holineſs, that he ſhould be fes 
beyond hazard of finning, and that for evermore, 
as the confirmed. angels are. Being .juſtified up 
on his perfect, perſonal, and perpetual obedis 
ence, this would have followed of courſe, accords = 

ing to the tenor of the covenant ;- atherwiſc he 
would have been for ever upon trial, which is iu; 
conſiſtent with the nature of the covenants - Mu- 
ability is woven into the very nature of the crea» 
ture, and ſo Adam was. ercated mutable : but he 
would have been, upon hi \obedicncey ſecured 
from actual Jiableneſs to e for-exermare 7. 
The need. of watching would bave been over 
with him in that caſe, rr 
heaven. 

d The ſetting ot bis body abſolvcely-and. * 
ever out of all hazard of death, even remote ha- 

zurd. While he was ia the ſtate of trial, there 
was a poffibility of death's making an approach 
to it, via. on ſuppoſition of ſin. But had the 
condition of the covenant once been fully per · 
formed, there had been no more any poſſibility 
. of his dying, Rom. wi. e g J 7 18 
of fmaing. 
3. The ſettling of the Jove and bene of God 
vpon kim for ever, without any hazard of his 
| n out of it. This alſo neceſſarily would. 


"# Loo hots. an the Marzow, chap. 3. 2. cor 


. 
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have followed on his confirmation in righteouf- 
neſs. The ſun of favour from God, from that 
"time, ſhould have ſhone ſo upon him, as it could 
never moie have gone down. The friendſhip 
would have been ſo confirmed, that there ſhould 
ave dern no more « pollibility of a breach for 
ever. 
4. Laſtly, The tranſporting of him Cowl nd 
body to heaven, there to enjoy the perfection of 
bleſfedneſs through eternity. He ſhould. not al- 
ways have lived in the carthly paradiſe, where he 
was to eat, drink, fleep, &c. but in God's'own 
time, been carried to the heavenly paradiſe, to 
lie there as the angels of God. | He was happy 
_ while he was in the courſe of obedience, and 
had communion with God. But there he would 
have been perfectiy happy, and had more ness 
and full communion with God, Pal. vi, wt *. 
I am net here to lanch forth into the ſnbje&t of 
Beese happineſs, which man ſhould have en- 
joyed by this covenant had he kept it. Only in a 
word, for the ſubſtance of it,” it would bave been 
the ſame that the ſaints ſhall enjoy for ever: for 
it was the life which Adam loſt for himſclf and 
bis poſterity, that Chriſt purchaſed by his obedi- 
ence and death for his ſpiritual feed, Rom. X 5. 
compared with Hab. ii. 4. both forecited. And 
that was cternal life in heaven without controver- 
y. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelt prepoſing the 
covenant of works to a legaliſt, holds forth eter- 
nal life as the promiſe of it to be had on the per- 
n. of the condition, r. 


* See Withus' 9 of the covenants, hoak 
i-chap. 4. 99. "#8" \ *. 
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And behold, a certain lawyer feed up, and tempied 
him, ſaying, Maſter, what. ſball I de to inherit eter- 
nal life ? He faid unto bim, What is written in the. 
law? how readeft thou And he anfwering,' ſaid, 
Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy Ged with all thy heart, 
and 'with: all thy foul,” and wih all thy firength, 
and with all thy mind: and thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
And he ſaid unto him, Thou haſt anfwered right - 
this do, and t heu ſbalt live, And the weakneſs of 
the law to give eternal live now, proceeds only 
from our inability to fulfil that: condition of it, 
Rom. vii. 3. For which cauſe Chriſt put himſelf 
in the room of the ebect to fulfil that obedience 
which they were unable to give, Gal. iv. 4. 5. 
and fo conſequently gained the life to them, 
which they ſhould otherwiſe have had, if man 
had not finned. Beſides, it is evident, that, by 
the breach of this covenant, man now falls under 
eternal death in hell; therefore on the grounds 
of che goodneſs of God, and the equity of his 
proceedings, one may n that ceroal te 

in heaven was prowiled. 3 


3 


5 The be direc between Adan' 's and the 2 
* beaben. Iz » BY 


Vet OO woull have been conſiderable Aer 
ence betwixt innocent Adam's heaven, and the 
Mediator heaven, which the ſaints ſhall be poſs - 
ſeſſod of: but the advantage lies, the fide of tha 
latter. There arc four” things that would have © 
been wanting (it I may ſo ſpeak) in innocent A- 
dam's heaven, that will de found in che ſaives | 
heaven. N 

. (r.) The additional ſweetneſs. of the enjoyment ' 
that ariſes from the experience of want ud mi- 
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fery. Two men are fet down. at a feaſſ z the one 
never knew. what hunger and want meant; che 0+, 
ther never got à full meal all his days, but want. 
and hunger were his daily companions. Which. 
of the two would the feaſt be fwecteſt to? The 
caſe is plain. Sin is the worſt of things, there is. 
no good init; the effects of fin, ſorrow, milcry,. 
and trouble, are bitter : but God permitted the. 
ene, and has t che other on, in depth. of. 
wiſdom ; for out of theſe is a ſauce drawn that 
will give an additional ſweerneſs to the ſupper of 
the Lamb in the upper houſe. While the ſaints: 
walk in their white robes, and remember the fil- 
thy, ragged, black garments. they went in ſome: 
time a day, it will raile their praiſes a note high · 
er, than innocent Adam's, while he ſhould have 


looked on his, which there was never a ſpot up 


on. When after many toſſings on the ſca of this: 
world, and the numerous floods of difficulties - 
and dangers from fin and Satan which have be- 
ſet them, the ſaints happñy arrive on the ſhore of 
the heavenly Canaan, their reliſh of the pleaſures . 
to be enjoyed there will be the Pye and che 
more delight ful. 

(2.) Tne faireſt flower in — — to be ſeen by 
bodily. eyes, would have been. wanting in innocent 
Adam's heaven, namely, the man Chriſt. Lis 1 
groundleſs antiſcriptural notion, that the.Son. of 
God would have been incarnate, though man 
had never ſinned, John iti. 16. 1 Tim. i. 15. It 
was for ſinners the Saviour was ſent. The ruin. F 
of man's nature in the firſt Adam, was the occa- 
fion ſovercign love took to raiſe it up to the high · 
eſt poſſible pitch of glory and dignity, in the 
** of the Son of God. There our nature 
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The Promiſe of the Covenant. 45 
is perſonally united to the divine- nature, even in 
the perſon of the Son : and the man Chriſt is in 
heaven more glorious than a thoufand fans. It is 
true, Adam would have had the fight and enjoy- 
ment of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
but he could not have ſaid, as they, Behold God 
in our nature, our elder bros. &% 

(3-) The charter, written. with blood, ſecuring che 

enjoyment of heaven's happin:fs. Adam would. 
have had good fecurity indeed for it, by the fulfilled 
covenant of works ; but behold a more glorious char 
ter, the covenant dr grace, written with the blood of. 
the Son of God, Heb. xiii. 20. Every draught ot, 
the well of the water of life innocent Adam would, 
have had in his heaven, he might have cried out, 
with wonder concerning it, C the gracious rewar 
of my obedience ! But the ſaints ſhall fay of theirs, 
The'glorious purchaſe of my Redeemer's blood; 
this is the purchaſe of the Son of God: Rev. vil, 
9. 10. Aſter this Pbeheld; and Þ, a great multitude \. 
which no man cout number, of all nations, and kin<_ 
dreds, and people, and tongues, flood before the 
throne,” and before the Lamb, clothed with white. | 05 
robes, and palns in their hands and eried with a 
bud voice, ſaying, Salvation to our Cod which fit 
n upon the throne, and unto the mb. 

(.) Laftly, The manner of living, as members. 
of the myſtjcal body of Chriſt. Innocent Adam 
would have lived for ever in heaven as the friend 
of God: but the ſaints ſhall live there as mem- 
ders of Chriſt, John vi. 5. & xiv. 19. They 
fall be more nearly allied to the Son of God, 
than Adam would have been, Eph. v. 30. He | 
will be their huſband in an everlaſting marriage.. 
covenant, their elder brother, the head, of which + 
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they are members, and through whom they will 
derive their glory, as they do their grace, from 
the Godhead, as united to Chriſt, the prime re- 
ceptacle of grace and glory: Rev. vii. ult. For 
the Lamb which is in the midſt of | the throne, all 
Feed them, and ſball lead them unto living . foun- 
tains of waters : and God ſhall wipe away all tears 
from their eyet. Rev. xxi. 23. Aud the. city had 
no need of the fun, neither of the moon to ſhine in; 
it : for the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof. | 

Thus have I ſhewn you the nature of che pro- 
miſe of the covenant of works, and the life 
therein made over conditionally to man. If we 
conſider the life Adam could have expected from 
God, in a courſe of obedience, though there had 
been no covenant, we fay,, Adam performing obe- 
dicnce, according to the natural law written. in 
his heart, would have had a proſperous life and 
being, while he had a being: This Adam might con- 
. clude from the good and bountiful nature of God. 
But ſtill itwoutd have been conſiſtent with the nature 
of God, to have vithdraun his ſupporting hand 
from man, fo as be might have ceaſed to be auy 
more. And this woulkb have been but taking a- 
way freely what he gave freclx, being under no 
obligation to continue it; for even Adam's in- 
nocent works could not have ꝓroperly mexited at 
God's band; Rom. Xi. 35, Ihe hath; firſt given 19 
him, and it _ſball be remceupenſed wnto him again? 
1 hey could hae only merited improperly, by 
virtue of compact, not by the intrinſic worth of 
the thing. Here, 

[1.] The comimation of life. to, 1 even 
while he continued obedicnt, was cuticely due to 
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the covenant God was pleaſed to make with him. 
And here was grace even in the covenant: of 


works, that God was pleaſed by Promiſa to ſecure 5 


the continuance of man's being, while he con- 
tiuued obedient. - 

- {2-] The right that Adam could Ag pled te to 
eternal life in heaven, by virtue of his obedience, 
was entirely founded on the covenant. If God 
Rad not revealed to him the promiſe of it, he 
could not have known that he ſhould have had 
it, nor could he have demanded it. Phe natural 
law had no ſuch promiſe; And here was more 
grace in the covenant of works. And there- 
fore it is no wonder, that though men over- 
turn the goſpel · doctrine of free «grace, yet they 
will not take with it. The Pharifees of old, 
Luke xviii. 11. and the Papiſts to this day, own 
free grace in their profeflion 5 and-what wonder, 
fince innocent Adam, pleating life upon his 
works, could not have denied but he was debtor 
to free grace-? But here lies the matter: they put 
in their own works, their repentance,” holineſs, 
and obedience, (turning faith into a work, that 
it may go in with the reit), between free grace 
and them, making. themſelves but debtors. to it at 
ſecond hand for life and ſalvation. And if one 
{hall tell ſinners, Here you are to do or work 
nothing for life and ſalvation, but anly receive 
the feec-grace gift of life and ſalvation from 
Chriſt by faith, and be debtors ar firſt hand; 
though withal we tell them, that repentance, ho- 
Honeſs, obedience, and good works, are the inſe- 
_ parable attendants of faith; they cry out, Error; 
Antinomianiſm, Licentious doctrine! Yet it is 
the dactrine of the 1 e Ti. Bi. 5. Eyk. ii. & 

2 0 
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And it is not the doctrine of the goſpel, nor does 
the apolile ſay, By grace ye are ſaved, through 
works': for 10 would Adam have been ſaved ac- 
cording to the covenant of works, being debtor 
to free grace at the ſecond hand, which the 
proud Phariſee was content to be. It is true, 
Adam's obedience was perfect, ours is not: but, 
buying is buying ſtill, though one buy ten times 
below the worth, as well as when he buys at the 
Full value. 


The penalty the ervenant o works: * 


Tulsi, We come now to conſider the OR. 
nalty in caſe of man's breaking the covenant, not 
Fulblling the condition. This was death, death 
in its full latitude, and extent, as oppoſed unto life 
and proſperity *. This death was twofold. And 
we may ſpeak of it as a thing that has fallen out. 


Legal death. 
Fir, Legal death, whereby man ſinning be- 
came dead in law, being a condemned man, laid 
under the curſe, or ſentence of the law, biading 
Him over to the wrath of God, and to reven- 
ging juſtice: For as many as are e tle works of 
the lau, are under the curſe. For it it written, 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are uritten in the book of the lau to do them, 
Gal. iii. 10. Thus was man to die in the day he 
ſhould break the covenant ; and thus he died that 
very moment he finned, becauſe by his fin he 
broke the holy, juſt, and good law of God; ſet him- 
 ® The reader may conſult, on this ſubjeQ, NN 
Economy, book i. chap. 5. 
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ſelſ in to the holy nature of God; and 
caſt off the yoke. of ſubmiſſian to his Creator. ' 
This was an actual Lableneſs to all mfferics for 
ſatisfying offended juſtice. Thus the clouds ga» 
.thered over his head, to ſhower down upos him ; 
and thus was be girded with:the cords of death, 
which neither himſelf nor any ather Ereature 


Real death. 


Secondly, Real death, which is the execution 
of the ſentence, Deut. xxix. 19- 20- ; the threat- 
ened evils, and puniſhments contained in the 
[curſe of the law, coming upon him. And of 
this there are ſeveral parts, all which man 
became liable to, or fell upon him, when he fin- 
ned. We take them up in theſe et 3 
natural, and eternal death. 


"Spiritual death. 


© 1. Spiritual death, which. is the death of the 
Wu atid ſpirit of man, Eph. i. 1. where the a- 
poſtle mentions a being dead in treſpaſſer and fins. 
This reſults from the ſeparation of the ſoul from 
God; by the breaking of the ſilver cord of this 
covenant, which knit innocent man to Cod, cau- 
ſing him te live and live ꝓroſperouſly, us long as 
it was unbroken; but being broken, that union 
and commlunion was diſſolved, and they parted, 
I.. IN 2. Thus man Wes ſeparated trom the 
fountain of fe, upon which mn ; 
Aued. This death may de conſid ere, 

1%, As immediately feizing him upon the 
Sreaking of the covenant. And thus a twatglt 
* F 3 
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ſpiritual death ſeized him, as the penalty of the” 
*covenant ; z à moral and a relative dent. 
.) A moral death of che ſoul, by Which it 
was diveſted of che image of God, biz ſaving 
knowledge, righteoufneſs, and holineſs; and the 
whole nature was corrupted, Erh. ii. 1.3 and ſo 
left deftitute-of a principle of vital ſpiritual ac- 
tions, that it can no more thiak, will, or do any 
thing truly good, than a dead man can rm 
the functions of life; Rom. iii. 10. 14. 2. where 
a dreadful picture of the corruption of human 
Nature is given: At it it written, There it none 
righteous, no not vne: There it none that under 
_ flandeth, there it none that ſethtth after God. They 
are all. gone out 'of the way, they art together be- 
rome unprofitable, there is none that Woth yood, no 
net one. The ſonl of man was a curious piece 
f - workmanthip, made by the finger of God + ft 
was ſet up, and fet a-going for its Maſter's uſe, 
like a watch: but fin broke the chain and 
ſpring ; ſo that all the wheels ef a denten fool 
enoveleſs, and could go no more. 
(..) A relative death of the ſoul, by which the 
bleſſed relation man ſtood. in to Bod was extin - 
guiſhed. He was no more the friend of God, 
and the favourite of his Maker. This was a death 
indeed, Pfal. xxx. 5. He enjoyed the friendſhip, 
Favour, and fellowſhip of God, upon his good 
behaviour: he ſinned, and ſo he behoved to loſs 
them. Thus God became his enemy as Rector 
and Judge of the world, and he was ſet up as a 
mark for«the arrows-of wrath. 
2a, As preypiag wpon the Toul of man, 
rough the courſe of his natural life in the 
world. . Sin laid dh ſoul as:it ere in the grave 
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he houſe of death; and there being dead while 
the man liveth, devouring death em Preys 
a in nn ity, two ways. 

(i.) In the progreſs of fin and corruption in 
che ſoul, as the body in the, grave; rots more and 
more, Pſal. vv. 3. The ſoul being ſpiritually 
dead, the longer it lies in that caſe, the morę 
loathſome · and abominable it becomes. Swarms 
of reigning luſts breed in it, and. are active there - 

in: the remains of. the image of God are defaced 
more and more in it, and the ſoul (till ſet farther 
off from God. All. actual Gus are the workings 
of this death, the motions of the verminating 
lite of tho ſoul im the grave of- ſin, Epb. ii. 1. 2+ 
So that they are not only ſins in themſelves, hut 
puniſhments of the firſt fin, which cannot cęaf- 
to follow on God's departing from the ſoul.; 
which may perſuade us of the abſurdity, of that 
priaciple. Thauthere is no ſiu in hell. | 
( 2.) In ſtrokes of wrath on the ſoul. Where 
the carcaſe is, there theſe like ſo many eagles 
gather together. The finnipg ſoul becomes the 
centre, wherein all manner of {piritual plagues 
meet together, as worms do in bodies interred, to 
feed thereon, Job xx. 26. Theſe are manifold:: 
ſome of them felt, as ſorrows, terrors, auzie- 
ties, loſſes, and. troubles crofling the man's will, 
and ſo vexing, frettipg, and diſquieting him. 
"Thoſe are. indeed a death to the ſoul, having a 
curſe in them, like ſo many invenomed arrows 
ſhot into man: ſome of them not felt, ſo as to 
make the man groan under them, as blindneſs of - 
minds, hardneſs of heart, ſtrong deluſions: but 
they are the more dangerous, as wounds that bleed 
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_— Natural Death. 
2. Natural death, which is the death of the 
dody. This reſults from the ſeparation of the 
Foul from the body. It is twofold; Ninged and 
-unſtinged death. Unſtinged death parts the ſoul 
and body indeed, but not by virtue of the curſe 
For fin. This is the lot of the people of God, 
1 Cor. xv. 55. and is not the penalty of the co- 
venant of works: for that is death with the ſting 
.of the curſe, Gal. iii. 10. which death Chriſt died, 
which penalty he paid, and ſo freed believers from 
it, Gal. ui. 13. So that there is a ſpecifical difference 
betwixt the death of believers and that death 
«threatened in the covenant of works; they are 
not of the ſame kind, no more than they die the 
death that Chriſt died. b e ee Kr. 
The natural death, the penalty of the covenant 
of works, then, is not ſimply the death of che 
body, but the ſtinged death of the body, the ſe- 
paration of ſoul and body by virtue of the curſe; 
that as they joined in ſin againſt God, they might 
de ſeparated for the puniſhment of it for à time; 
though afterwards to be reunited at the refurrec- 
tion, with a change of their conſtitution.” For 
that there will be a change on the bodies of the 
wicked, as well as on thoſe of the godly, is 
evident, in that they ſhall continue united to 
their ſouls in hell, without food, and under tor- | 
ments; either of which, according to their pre- 
ſent conſtitution, would diſſolvè their frame, and 
. fue in death. Now, this natural death may be 
conſidered two ways, as tlie penalty of the cove- 
nänt of works, inwardly and outwardly.” 
V, Inwardly, in the body of man. There death 


, 


» 
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got its ſeat in the day that he fianed ; there it 
ſpread itſelf from the foul,” where it began, that 

fatal moment of i to the tempter. And 
thus it may be conſidexed · threr ways : in ãts * 
goping, progreſs, and conſummation.” |... +: 

(I.) In the beginning of it. That day 70 
man ſinned he became mortal, Gen. iii. 19. The 
crown of immortality, which he held of his Crea- 
tor, by virtue of the covenant of Works, fell 
from off his head, and he became a ſubject of the 
king of terrors. That day he got his death's 
wounds, of which he died afterwards. The muti- 
ny then began among the conſtituent parts of 
the body, (witneſs the terror, anxicty, and ſhame, . 
<auling a motion of the blood and ſpirits, which 
before their ſinning they were unacquainted with); 
and the end of that was the Nes 4 
1ution of the whole frame. 

(2.) Ja the progreſs of it, in ker ay Ales 
ſexs whereby death carries on its ſubjects towards 
the houſe appointed for all living, Eccl. iii, 20. 
Every pain, gripe, or ſtitch, is death's working 
like a canker in the body of man. Every ſick- 
meſs and diſcaſe is a forerunner of death, co» 
ming before to give warning-of.the approach. The 
ſweat, toil, and wearineſs that man is liable to, are 
'fore-tokens of the body's falling down at leogth 
ioto the duſt, Gen. iii. 19. Man has now his 
morning, mid-day, and afternoon. ;zand then comes 
the night. He has his ſpring, ſummer, and au- 
tumn, and then winter. Like a flower he has 
his bud, bloſſom, fading, and then his falling 
off. Bot innocent man would have had a laſt- 
ing mid - lay, ſummer, and bloſſom. What fol 
lows theſe: reſpectively, is owing to as breach of 
the covenant. 
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(3.) In the conſummation of it, by the ſepara- 
tion of the ſoul from the body, Heb: ix. 27. 
The pins of the rabernacle being looſed, it lies 
along upon the earth at length. The body of man, 
Uke an old houſe, falls all down together, while 
the' ſou}, the inhabitant, makes its :eſcape, and 
leaves it. They joined in breaking af che cove- 
nant, and are puniſhed with ſeparation ; the bo- 
.dy going to the duſt, and the foul to God who- 
gave it, to receive its feritence. 

2dly, Qutwardly, upon the ereatures, upon 
which the body of man has a dependence as to 
its life and welfare. What dependence we have 
on the creatures as to this, every one knows by ex- 
perience. Without the air we cannot breathe ; 
and as the temperature of it is, it is, well or ill 
with our bodies On the product of the earth we 
live; the fruits thereof are the ſupport of our 
natural life, with the beaſts that feed on them. 
The earth depends on the 32 and according 
to their influence upon it, ſo is it ſerviceable 
to us. See the chain of dependence among the 
creatures, Hof. li. 21. 22. And it bull come to 
paſs in that day ; I will hear, ſaith the Lord, 1 
will bear the heavens, and they ſball hear the 
earth; and the earth ſhall hear the corn, and the 
wine, and the oil; and they ſhall hear Jezreel. 
Now, man's natural life being ſo much bound vp 
in theſe, the life promifed him in the covenant 
could not but comprehend the continuing of theſe 
in their original conſtitution, Gen: i. 30. and fitneſs 
for the ſupport of man's natural life and vigour, 
as means for that end. And fo death, the penal- 
ty of the covenant, muſt needs ſpread itſelf even 
w them, and that upon the ſame ſcore. Thus al- 


m. Penalty of the dun: oy 
fo it may be conſidered three ways; in d 
ning, progreſs, and conſummation. 

(1.) In che beginning of it. And that. was che 
eurſe laid upon the creature-for the ſake of the 
ſigner man: Gen. iii. 17... Curſed is the ground for 
thy fake, ſaid. the Lord unto Adam. Man became 


vanity; by his ſin, and: che creatures were mads 


ſubje& to vanity on his account; fo that they 
could not reach the end of their prim̃itive cons 
ſtitution, but fainted. as it were in the way: For, 
fays/ the apoſtle, Rom. viii. 20. the creature was 
made Subjeft to vanity... Nay, ſuch a burden lies 
on the creation, as makes the whole to groan. and 
travail in pain, ver. 22. Where can we turn our 
eyes now, but we may ſee death riding iv triumph 2 
The carth's barrenneſs often paints death on the 
faces of the inhabitants thereof, by ſcarcity and 
famine; the air is ſometimes empoiſoned with pe · 
ſtilential vapourxs that kill and ſweep away multi- 
tudes; the fire often burns and torments men; 
the waters ſwallow them up; beaſts wound, bruiſe, 
and kill hem; nay, we are not ſecure from the 
very ſtones of the field. The very ſun jo the 
: keavens approaching to them ſcorches and eauſes 
-knguithing,; and removing from us, cauſes us 
ſhiver with cold; and holding itſelf under clouds; 
damps mens ſpirits. For death has ſecend N 
over all. 

(2.) In the progreſs of it, Pfal. cii. 26. Maa! * 
' declining in the ſeveral age, is manifeſt. Men 
are of leſs ſtature, leſs bones and ſtrength, than 
ſometime they were. And why, but becauſe our 
mother car th is paſt her prime, and entered iuto 
her old age, and her breaſts afford mot ſuch 
nouriſhment as in her youth? Hence man's daga 
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are very few now in compariſon of what they were 
before the flood, when the curſe had not funk fs 
deep into the earth, as it has done from that time, 
when it had well nigh extinguiſhed her vigour. 
And whence- is this. weakneſs in the earth, but 
from this, that the heavens alſo faint, are waxed' 
old, and afford no ſuch influences as before? And 
whence is that but from the fin of man in break · 


ing the covenant of friendſhip with God, purſu-.- 


ed by death, which extends itſelf to all things 
that have any hand in preſerving that life, nn 
it has a commiſſion to take away > 

(3-) In the conſummation of it, in the deſtrue- 
tion by fire that is awaiting the world. For in the 
day of the Lord, the heavens ſbalÞpaſs away with, 
4 great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fer- 


vent heat, the earth alſo and the works that are 


therein ſball be burned up, 2 Pet. iii, 10. The vi- 
fible heavens and the earth are now like an old 
worn garment; then thall the old worn gar- 
ment be rent in pieces, and caſt into the fire. 
Man's old houſe; the earth, that has often been 
made to ſhake with earthquakes, ſhalt then fall. 
all down to aſhes together: and the noble furni-. 
ture of it, God's works and mens works in it, 
ſhall be burnt up. Theroaring ſeas ſhall be ſilent 
at length, and be no more. Tea, the fua who. 
Dow runs his race like a ſtrong man, ſhall fall as. 
breathleſs. And the world, that beautiful fabric 
of heaven and earth, ſhall have a dying day. 
The death threatened in the covenant of works, 
hall pull all down together. And then death it- 
felf, with all the appurtenances thereof, ſhall be 
pentup in hell for ever, Rev. xx. 14. by the power) 
of the glorious Mediator, If. xxv. 8. 
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83 Eternal death, which iſſues from the eter- 
nal ſÞaration of both ſoul and body from God, 


in hell, Matth. xxv. 41. This is the full accom-- | 


pliſhment of the curſe of the coyenant of works; 


and preſuppoſes the union of the ſoul and body, 


in a dreadful reſurrection to damnation; the eri- 
minal ſoul and body being brought forch from 
their ſeparate priſons, and joined together again, 
that death may exerciſe its full force upon them 
for ever and ever. That this was the penalty of 
the covenant,of works, is manifeff from the event, 


teſtified by the holy ſcriptures; this being the lot 
of all thoſe, who, not embracing the covenant 
of grace, live and die under the covenant of 


works. For, ſays the apoſtle, 2 Theſſ. i. 7. 8. g. 
the Lord Jeſus ſball be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, * taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey not 


the goſpel of our Lord Fefſus Chrift : who ſhall be © 


puniſbed with everlaſting deſtruftion from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 
And this death may be conſidered two ways; 


a8 flowing from the ſanction of the covenant of 


works, and from the nature of the creature fallen 
under that ſanction. 

1, As it flows from the ſan@tion of the cove- 
nant of works, requiring ſatisfaction to offend - 
d juſtice, and all the wronged attributes of God. 
A thus it is a puniſhment joflited to ſatisfy for 


hired by man's fin. And that puniſhment is two- 


ſenſe ®, 
* The reader, if he 1 may peruſe, for a more 


he offence, and repair the honour of God im- 
"1d ; the puniſhment of loſs, + and the puniſhment gy 
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(1.) The puniſhment of lofs : Matth. xxv. 41. 
Depart from me, ye curſed. Man having ſinned, 
and this death once ſeizing him, he is deprived of 
God's fayour, and all comfortable communion 
with him of any fort is blocked up. The ſun ſets 
upon him, and the midnight-darkneſs of God's 
forſaking of his creature falls on. Juſtice ſuffers 
not one grain of comfort to be put into the fin- 
ner's cup. All the leaſt chinks, by which the 
leaſt beam of the Lord's countenance might ſhine 
into the ſoul, are ſtopt, and the creature is left 
abſolutely comfottleſs. Thus it is with the damu- 
ed in hell; and thus Chriſt, as man's Surety, 
had the ſun of his Father's countenance eclipſed, 
Matth. xxvii. 46. when he cried with a loud voice, 
My God, my God, iy haſt theu forſaken me? 

(2.) The puniſhment of ſenſe, in moſt grievous 
torments of ſoul and body: Matth. Xxv. 41. 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire. 
When death has proceeded thus far with the fin- 
ner, the waves of God's wrath go quite over his 
head, arrows of vengeance dipt in the poiſon of 
the curſe fly at him continually. Who knows the 
power of them? Pſal. xc. 11. The damned are 
inexpreſſibly miſcrable under them for ever and 
ever. By them was the heart of our glorious Re- 
deemer melted like wax, in 8s mid/7 of his S 
Pſal. Xxii. 14. 

All this is requiſite to ſhew juſt dice a- 
gainſt ſin, and to wipe off the * left by it on 


the honour of God. 
2dly, As it flows from the nature of the crea - 


ture fallen under the ſanction of the covenant. 


full account of this awful ſubject, what our author has 
faid upon it in the Fourfold State, ſtate iv. head 6. 


The Penalty of the Covenant. 63 


And thus in this death, theſe dreadful circum- 
ſtances do concur, 

(..) An irrecoverable loſs of God's friendſhip, . 
favour, and image, Matth. XV. 41. No more 
communication for ever can be between God and 
the creature brought to this dreadful caſe. All 
paſſage of ſanctifying influences is ſtopt : the curſe 
lies on the creature, which bars all emanations of 
love and favour from heaven, and leaves it under 
unalterable barrenneſs. The holy frame of the 


ſoul marred by in, muſt remain fo, never to be 
mended. 


(2.) Perpetual bitter deſpair, Mark i ix. 44. The 
creature once ſunk into this ſea of wrath, can ne- 
ver get up its head, nor:{ce the ſhore ; and knows 
it never hall. Hence ahſolute deſpair ſeizeth 
them, and all hope is plucked up by the roots. 
This lies as a talent of lead upon them, and muſt 


continually cut chem to the heart. When the 
man Chriſt was forſaken of his Father, he knew 


he was able to get through the floods of wrath, 
and that he would at length joyfully ſet his foot 
on the thore : but that was becauſe he was God us 
well as man. But weak man can never get 
through. v4 8 
(3. ) Continual ſinning. Think and act they 
muſt; and how can they but fin, when their cor - 
rupt nature remains witK them in hell? Submiſ- 
ſion to juſt puniſhment is their duty but how 
can they do that in whoſe hearts is not the leaſt 
meaſure of God's grace? Nay, they will * 


their teeth, in rage againſt God. 


(4.) The eternity of the whole. Berauſe they 


cannot pay out the debt to the full, therefore muſt 


ny ever lic in the priſon, The wrong done by 
G 2 
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fin to the honour of God is an infinite one, be- 
cauſe done againſt an infinite God : and therefore 
the ſuaisfation can never be completed by a fiaite 
ſufferer. So the yoke of puniſhment is wreathed 
about the neck of the ſinner for ever and ever, 
never to be taken off. 

This was the penalty of the covenant of works. 


And thus much of the parts of the coyenant. 
The ſeals of the covenant of works. | 


THIRDLY, I ſhall conſider the ſeals of 
the covenant of works, whereby it was confirmed 
to Adam. It has pleaſed God to append ſeals to 
his covenants with men in all ages, for the con- 
firmation of their faith of the reſpective cove- 
Aants : and this covenant ſeems not to have want- 
ed ſome ſeals appended thereto for the ſame effect. 
Though innocent Adam was not called to faith 
in a Redeemer, no ſuch object of faith being re- 
vealed or competent in that ſtate ; yet was faith in 
God always a duty of the firſt command, and in- 
nocent Adam under this covenant was required to 
have and exerciſe a faith agreeable to the nature 
of the covenant he was under. That was, a firm 
perſuaſion, that he ſhould have life upon his per- 
forming of perfect obedience, but ſhould die upon 
the leaſt diſobedience to his Creator. And accor- 
ding as he maintained this faith, ſo was his obedi- 
ence. Therefore Satan ſet himſelf firſt of all to at- 
rack the faith of our firſt parents, Gen ui. 4.; and 
when he had got it knocked on the head, then hecar- 
ried his ruining project, according to his with. No 
wonder than he {till ſet himſelf in a peculiar manner 
againſt that grace. Now, for confirming of this 


his faith, 8 were two eee ſeals ren. 


ed to the covenant *. 

1. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
8 Gen. i ii. 15. 
ture doth not determine, nor do the Jews pre- 
tend to define. ' Some gather from Cant. v. 8. that 
it was an apple- tree. But it is plain from the ori- 
ginal text, that theſe are not the words of Chriſt, 
but of the ſpouſe to Chriſt ; and the book being 
allegorical, it is too flender 4 ground at beſt to 
build ſuch a fat upon. Whatever it was, it was 


not ſo called, as having a power really to make | 


men wiſe. So the tempter pretended, Gen. iii. 5. 
but he was a liar from the beginning, John viii. 44. 
But it was a fign both of good and evil; ſealin 
to him all good while he ſhould abſtain from 15 
and evil if he ſhould eat of it; and ſo confirming 
his faith in both parts of the perſuaſion of it. 


And eventually, by eating of it, he knew good by 
the loſs of it, and evil by the feeling of it. Though 


it was not to be touched, it might be ſeen, even 
as the rainbow, the ſeal of the covenant with 


Noah. 
2. The tree of life, Gen. ui. 9. The which, 


though | it might be an excellent means of preſer- 
ving the vigour, of natural life, as other trees of 


paradiſe alſo, yet it could not have a virtue in 


itſelf of making man every way immortal. But 
it was a notable ſacramental fign of life and eter- 


nal happineſs, according to the nature of that co- 


* Dr Wieſias, in his Oeconomy of the covenants, 
book i. chap. 6.4 2. ſuppoſes there were four ſeals of 
this covenant. The reader may conſult what he has ad- 
vanced; where he will find N uſe ful and inſtructiua 


zemarks on this ſubject. 
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What ſort of a tree it was, the ſerip⸗ : 


—— 
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ve nant. The which is intimated by the eternal 
quickening virtue of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the 


| perfect happineſs of the ſaints, coming under that 


name in the New Teſtament, Rev. zxii. 2.; he 
being that in reality, which the tree of life. did 
ſignify. And thus the eating of it ſerved to con- 
frm Adam's faith, according to that covenant, 
namely, his perſuaſion of life upon performing 


of perfect obedience. The which is clearly inti- 


mated, Gen. iii. 22. But man having loſt his 
Tight to the life ſignified, by his fin, could ne 
more be admitted to the partaking of the ſacra- 
mental ſign of it. , 


The doctrine of the covenant of * applied. 


Us. What is ſaid upon this ſubject, ſerves for 
inſtruction, refutation, and exhortation. 


Us E I. for inſtruction. Here as in a glaſs ye 


may ſce ſeveral things, concerning God, concern- 


- 5 


ing man in his beſt eſtate, concerning Chriſt, and 


concerning man in his preſent fallen ſtate. 
1. Concerning God, look into this covenants 
and behold, 

iff, The wonderful condeſcenſion of God, and 
of his goodneſs and grace toward his creature 
man. He ſtoopt ſolow as to enter into a covenant 
With bis own creature, a covenant wherein he 
Shewed himſelf a moſt bountiful and gracious God 
towards man. Man was not at his own, but God's 
CEiſpoſal Death was the natural wages of ſin, 


but the life promiſed could not have been pleaded, - 


vut upon the foot of a covenant. Before that co- 
venant man was bound to all obedience : but God 
was tree to have diſpoſed of him after all, as he 


chould ſec meet. But he made himſelf debtor 0 
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man for eternal life, upon his performing of per- 1 
fect obedience ; yet in the mean time his ſtrengtn 
to obey Sas alt Grow God, and there was no pro- 
portion betwixt man's work and the reward. 
2dly,. The ſpotleſs holineſs and exact juice b& | 
God againſt fin. When we look to the conditioit. 
and the penalty of this covenant, we muſt needs 
cry out, Ibo is like thee, O Lord, glorious in hole 
neſs ?- Exod. xv. 1. and, Thou art" of pures eyes 
#han to behold evil, and canſt not Took en iniquity, 
Hab. 1. 13. Sce here, finners, how God looks 
on the leaſt fin. Is it not the abominable thing 
which he hates with a perfect hatred ? Such an 
evil it is as 4s enough to ruin a world of creatures 
among whom it ſpreads its baleful influence, and 
to diſſolve the whole fabric of heaven and earth. 
1 Concerning man in his ſtate of e ln 
tegrity. 
1, Man was «holy and happy creature in his 
firſt ſtate. He was a ſpotleſs creature, meet to 
tranſact with God, and to entertain communion 
with him, immediately by himſelf, without a me- 
diator. He was able to obey perfectly all the ten 
commandments. , He was happy in God's favour 
and covenant-friendſhip. Ah! how is he now 
fallen like a ſtar from heaven 
2dly, Man at his beſt eſtate, ſanding on "ks 
own legs, is a fickle creature, liable to charge. 
The penalty ſet him in the covenant, ſpake him 
to be mutable, capable of forgetting his duty to 
his Maker, and his own intereſt : and the doleful 
event confirmed it. Why ſhould men put their 
truſt in men, and make fleſh their arm? The moſt 
accompliſhed mere man that ever was on earth, 


was capable of being unfaithful to his truſt, and 
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actually was ſo. No wonder now that every man 


be a har. 


behold here, 

ul, The abſolute neceſſity of a Surety i in the 
event of a breach of this covenant. The condi- 
tion was ſo high, and the penalty fo dreadful, in 
this covenant, that being once broken, it was be- 


yond the power of man to retricve the matter. 


He muſt bear the heavy penalty, and that he could 
never diſcharge. He muſt begia again, and ful- 
fil the condition; and that was beyond his power. 
Therefore there behoved to be a Surety to act and 
ſuffer for man, or he was ruined without hope of 
relief. Hence ſaid our bleſſed Surety, | Ought not 
Chrift to have ſuffered theſe things * Luke xxiv. 
26. No creature was able to have. undertaken 
this important office; it was a burden too heavy 
Far angels. Only he who was God as well as man 


could perform the arduous taſk. 


2dly, The love of Chriſt to poor fingers in be- 


coming Surety for the broken men. Greater 
love (ſays our Lord, John xv. 13.) hath no max 
than this, that a man lay daun his life for his 

r. Ged -.commendeth his love towards us, 
(fays the apoſtle, Rom. v. 8.), in that while we 


were yet ſinners Chriſ died for us. None leſs than 


God · man was able to anſwer the demands of this 
<ovenant, when once broken: therefore the Son 
of God was pitched upon to be the ſecond A- 
dam, to repair the breach made by the firſt : Pſal. 
Izxxix. 19. 242 have laid help upon one that 
it mighty; I have exalted ene choſen out of the 
people. And when there was no helper, he of- 


fered himſelf to undergo the burden: Plal. xl. 6 


3. Concerning Chriſt the Saviour of finners,. 5 
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7. Sacrifice and efering, (aid this bleſſed Helper, 
th didi not require; mine ears haſt thou open» 
ed ; burnt-offering and ſin-offering hajt thou not 
required. Then ſaid J, Lo, I come. If ever ye. 
would ſee what Chriſt has done for finners, ſo as 
to be raviſhed with admiration of his mmchleſs 
performance, ſtudy the covenant of works which 
he fulfilled as the ſecond Adam, our nnn. 
ken by the firſt. 
4 Concerning man in his fallen 2 6 p45 
1/, It is no wonder, that however ſenyce good 
works are in the world, yet working to win hea- 
ven is ſo very frequent. Legal principles and 
practices are natural to men; the covenant- of 
works being that covenant that was made with 
Adam, and in him with all mankind, and fo af - 
ter a ſort engrained in man's nature. And no- 
thing leſs than the power of grace is able to bring 
man from off that way, to the ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt z 1 Cor. i. 23. 24. Chrift crucified is unto 
the Jews a ftumbling-black, and to the Greeks fookſb- 
neſt : but unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, he is the power of God, and the wiſdom of 
Cod. We are like thoſe who being bred mer- 
chants, though their ſtock is gone, muſt ill be 
trafficking with {mall wares. | 
 2dly, Salvation by works of our obey is quite 
impoſſible; there is no life nor ſalvation to be had 
by the law: Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the 
works of the law are under the curſe. Will ye 
bring your good meanings and defires, your re- 
pentance, your obedience, ſuch as it is, and think 
to get life, and ſalvation, and acceptance with 
God, thereby? Remember, if ye will be for da» 
ing to live, your obedience muſt be perfect and 
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perpetual ; and that if you fail, you are under the 
curſe. That is the tener of the covenant of works, 
and it will abate nothing. And therefore ye muſt 
quit the way of that covenant, or periſh for e- 
ver; for ye are abſalutely incapable to owls its 
demands. | 

Us II. for refutation. With what is faid 
theſe three things following are inconſiſtent. _ - 

1. That there was no proper covenant of works 
between God and Adam. The contrary has been 
already proved from the holy ſcripture, and the 
nature of the thing. If we yicld that point, the 
imputation of Adam's fin will have flender 
grounds to ſtand on; and if that fail, the Coc- of » 
trine of the imputation ot ens rightcouſncl 
will be in hazard. 

2. That believers are not wholly BER Atogether 
ſot free from the law as à covenant of works; 
from the commanding power of it, as well as the 
condemning power of it. If that be 1o, Helievers 
in Chriſt are yet ia a miſerable caſe z for. the com- 
mands of the covenant of works are no leſs than 
commands of perfect and perpetual obedience; 
under the pain of the curſe : Rom. iii. 19. Now 
we know that what things ſeever the lau ſcith, it 
faith to them -who are under the law; that every 
mouth may be fiepped, end all the world may. become 
guilty before God. Compare Gal. iii. 10. For as 
many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curſe. But believers are ſet beyond the reach of 
the curſe, ver. 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us. 
Rom. viii. 1. There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus. They are dead to the law as 
A covenant of works: Rom. vii. 4. Te are, ſays 
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rhe apoſtle,” dead to the la by the body of Chrift ; 


and death ſets one altogether free: ' They are un- 


der the covenant of grace, and they cannot be 


under both at once; Rom. vi. 14. Te are not, 
ſays Paul, under the law, but under grace. © 
3. That 'believers muſt do good works to an- 
ſwer the demands of the law as a covenant of 
works, if they will obtain ſalvation. Truly our 
err works will never be able to anſwer theſe de- 
mands ; and if we pretend to do them for that 
end, as the covenant of works will never accept 


them, ſo we caſt ' diſhonour on Chriſt, who has 


anſwered all theſe demands already for believers, 
by his perfect and perpetual obedience. When 
God ſet Adam to ſeek ſalvation by his works, he 
was able for works; it was a thouſand times 'ca- 
fier to him to give perfect obedience, than for us 
to give fincere obedience. So we may be fure God 


bringiog in a ſecond covenant for the help of loſt 


ſinners, would never put them again on ſeeking 


' ſalvation by works, after their ſtrength for them 


wus gone. 


Us III. for exhortation. Conſider ſeriouſly 


of this covenant, with application to the particu- 


lar ſtate and caſe of your own ſouls. Here was a 


ſolemn bargain made with our firſt father, of the 
utmoſt importance to him and all his poſterity : 


Will ye not lay co heart your own caſe with re- 


ſpe& to it? Conſider, 


I. That this covenant was made with Ati in 


your name, for you in particular as well as the 
reſt of his poſterity. 80 that you were all once 
under it, as really as if you had in your own per- 


ſons conſented to the terms of it; and the obe- 


dience it required of Adam, was equally requi- 
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red of you; and the curſe he ſubjected himſelf to 
1 breach of it, lies heavy on you as well as 
2. Whether ye be delivered from it or not. If 
ye be, happy are ye: if ye be not, there is a 
weight lying above your heads that will fink you 
for ever in the bottomleſs gulf of perdition, if ye 
get not looſe of that ee Gal, ii. 20, fore» : 
cited. Wo. 
3. None are delivered from 1 it, but thoſe whom 

God himſclf, man's covenant - party, has diſchar- 
ged. The breaking of a bargain can never deliver 
the breaker from it, but lays him under the pe- 
nalty. Nothing can deliver him but a n | 
from the party he bargained with. = F 

4. God diſcharges none from it, but upon full 
ſatisfaction made to all its demands on them. For 
our Lord has determined the matter thus: Ti/f 
heaven and earth paſs, one jot or tittle ſhall in ne 

wiſe paſs frem the law, till all be fullfilied, Matth. 
v. 18. The ſinner ſhall be obliged to give the 
law fair count, and reckoning, and payment, 

_ elſe he cannot have his diſcharge. Conſider if ye 
have any experience of this being done in your 
own caſe. 

5. Laſtly, The only way to ſatisfy this covenant,,, 
is by faith to lay hold upon Jeſus Chriſt the dure- 
ty, and to plead his obedience and death. The 

believer counts up to the law all that Chriſt has 

done and ſuffered, as done for him: ſo the ac- 

counts are cleared, the believer i; diſcharged, the 

diſcharge being written with the blood of his Sure«. 
And fo he is ſet free from it for ever. 

Thus much of the reality, nature, parts, &c. 
of the covenant of works. 
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| But 1 they like men have tranſgreſſed the covenant. 


Nhe beginning of this 3 we have the 

Jews brought in repenting and turning to the 
Lord; which looks to that converſion of 
theirs that is yet to come, and hereby is enſured, 
and that by virtue of the ſurrection of Chriſt. 
Meanwhile they were to be laid under heavy 
ſtrokes, and after a ſort rejected. They were to 
be under a long eclipſe of God's favour, the val- 
ley of viſion being turned into a land of darkneſs. 
This looks to the Aſſyrian and Babyloniſh captivi- 

H 
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ty, and further to the ruin of the whole nation by 
the Romans, and their long rejection, which tlicy 
are under to this day. - 

The cauſes of this are ſpecified, to juſtifp God's 
proceedings againſt them. (1.) Their inconſtan- 
cy in that which is good, ver. 4.--Tour goodneſs is 
as a morning-cloud, and as the early dew it goeth a- 
way. Hometimes they ſecmed to promiſe fair for 
reformation, but all their fair bloſſoms quickly fell 
off. Such was the promiſing appearance Iſrael 
made when Jehu came to the kingdom, and ſuch 
was that made by Judah in the days of Hezekiah 


" and-Joſiah. Such too were the Hoſanna's and 
loud ſhouts made at Chriſt's triumphant catrance 


into Jeruſalem, which were ſoon after changed in- 
to Cruciſy him, cruciſy him. Therefore did the 
prophets and apoſtles teſtify againſt them, and de- 
nounce the judgements of God againſt them, and 
thereby miniſterially hew and fl iy chem, ver. x. 

Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets ; I Bee 
flain them by the words of my mouth. (2.) Their 
breach of covenant with God, quite fighting and 
perverting, inſtead of purſuing, the ends of the 
covenant, ver. 6. 7. For I de brad mercy, and not 
ſacrifice; and the knowledge of Cod, mere than 
burnt eFering. But they like men have tran, reſed 
the covenant ; there have they | gealt treacherovfly a. 
gainſt me. (3.) An wt inverfal deluge of fin and 
defection from Gol, that had ſpi cad itſelf over 
all ranks. Iſrael and Judah voth were carried aray 
with it. Mae weis dle, ver. io &e,; and Ju- 
dh was ripe for dæſtruction, ver. Tt; %%, 7 
dab, he hit fet an hwoc? for thee, &c. Prieſts 
al people were quite wrong, ver. 9. 10. magi- 
rid 100 miniſters, church aud tame s ' Ramuths 


-. 4 


| ' The Text explained. 75 
Gilead, a city of refuge, protecting wilful mur- 
derers, or delivering up thoſe they ought to have 
protected; the prieſis profane, no better than 
robbers and murderers, ver. f. g. General defec- 
ton is a cauſe and preſage of a ſweeping ſlroke. 

boy — the ſecond of theſe that concerns our pur- 
They like men have tranſgreſſed the covenant. 
Wee two things may be conſidered. 
1. Toe crime charged on them, rranſgreſſing 
the covenant, covenant-breaking. . This is a crime 
of a high nature; it ſtrikes at the root of ſociety 
among men, and therefore is fcandaleus and pu- 
aiſhable, though it be but a man's covenant. How 
much more atrocious is the crime, where God is 
the one party? God took the Iſraclites inte cove - 
nant with himſelf, when he brought them out of. 
Egypt, It was emtered/into- with awful folemnity, 
Exod: xxiv. The. defign:and ends of it were to 
lead them to Chriſt, and ſo. to real holineſs j in the 
practice of the duties of the moral law. But, in · 
ſtead of this, ihey rejected Chriſt, and far down 
upon the poor performances of the ceremonial law, 
ver. G. without faich and love. So they tranigrel- 
ſed the covenant, and broke it, 1 Xxxi. N 
Heb. vin. 9. | 
- Whom they l in 3 * cove- 
- In this they acted. like men, as our tranſla - 
| — * others, turn it; that is, vain, light, fic- 
Ele, and inconſtant as man. But the Vulgate, 
Tigurine, Caſtalio, Arias Montanus, Rabbi So- 
lomon, Grotius, and the Dutch tranſlation, and 
our own tranſlation in the margin, read, like A. 
dam. | 'Fhere is nothing about the Hebrew word 
to weaken this: on the contrary, at this rate the 
word i is taken. in its proper ſenſe, and this reading 
| H 2 | - 
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is evidently che more forcible of che two: and 
therefore is the preferable and genuine one, a» 
or:eably enough to the context. Beſides, as 1 
thewcd before, the original word does but twice 
more c ccur in the ſcriptare, via. Job xxxi. 33. 
Pſil. Ixxxii. 17. ; and in both theſe places is ta- 
ken the ſame way. So the ſenſe is, | They; like 
their father Alam, have tranſgreſſed the covenant, 
for ſo the word is. He broke covenant with God, 
end ſo have they: he the covenant of works, 
they the covenant of grace, which they externally 
catered into. God ſet down Adam in paradiſe, 
in covenant with him, the end of which was to 
make him completely happy ; but he perverted 
the end of the covenant, preferred the fruit of a 
tree to his moral duty to God, ſo broke the cove- 
nant, and vas caſt out of paradiſe : and God ſer 
Ifracl down in Canaan, in covenant with him, the 
end of which was to lead them to Chriſt, as the 
end of the law; but they perverted the end of 
that covenant, and, preferring ceremonial obſer- 
vances to Chriſt and moral duty, tranſgreſſed the 
covenant, and therefore muſt be caſt out of Ca- 
naan. The tree of the knowledge of good and 
cvil was, by God's appointment, a ſeal of the co- 
venant, ficted to help man to the keeping of it; 
bat he uſed it the quite contrary way: the cere- 
monial law was, by God's appointment, for ſeal- 
ing the covenant of grace, and leading the Jews 
to Chriſt; but they uſed it the quite contrary 
way; and ſo it was a ſtumbling-block to them. 


The doctrine clearly ariſing from the text, is, 


DocT. Our father Adam broke the covenant of 
works, 
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In diſcourſing from this doctrine, I ſhall, _ 
1. Conſider the fatal ſtep by which that cove- 
nant was tr anſgreſſed and broken. 
II. How this asl ſtep was brought about. 
III. How the covenant of works was broken 


by it. 


IV. Apply the ſubject. 


The fatal flep by which the covenant of works 
was broken, a 1 


I. I ſhall conſider the fatal ſtep by which thas 
covenant was tranſgreſſed and broken . I think 
I need not ſtand to prove that this covenant was 
broken by Adam. The truth of Moſes's narra- 
tion, Gen. iii. puts.its beyond controverſy ; as alſo 
doth the doleful experience of his poſterity, Rom. 
v. 12. Our father Adam was once in a flouriſh- . 
ing condition, had in his hand a noble portion of 
holineſs and happineſs for every one of his chil- 
dren ; and he had more in hope for himſelf and 
them, which would have made them eternally and 
completely happy. He had a goodly ſtock to ſet 
up with at firſt; and a trade with heaven to im- 
prove his ſtock in, which rightly managed would 
have made all his family happy for ever; the 
which trade was opened to him by this covenant. 
But, alas ! the whole family is-ruined, we are all 
born beggars, we have nothing left us; nay, we 
are purſued for our father's debt as well as our 


own, Rom. v. 18. By the offence of one judge- 
ment came upon all men 49 condemnation ; and we 


* The reader may ſee many judicious remarks os 
this ſubje& in Witſius's Oeconomy of the covenguts, 


bock i. chap. 8. | 
1 3 
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are in hazard of dying in prifon for evermore. A 
plain evidence, that our father was broke, his 
trade miſmanaged, and he run in debt, the com- 
munication with heaven ſtopt; and ſo the coves - 
' nant was broken. Beſides, the Lord's making a 
new covenant, a covenant of grace, with Christ 
as the ſecond Adam, for- the falvation of. loſt ſin- 
ners of Adam's family, is a plain proof that the 
covenant of works was broken, and the tranſ- 
greſſours thereof ruined by the firit Adam. And 
what was the fatal ſtep? | 

It was the cating of the forbidden Fa Gen. 
Iii. 6. I ben the wiman Jaw that the tree was 
good, &c. te took of the uit thereof, and did eat, 
end gave alſo unto her Hund with her, and be did 
rat. This was that by which the covenant was bro- 
ken, and man ruined. No wonder eating and 
drinking is the deſtruction of many to this day: 
this engine of ruin had too much ſucceſs in the 
hand of the great deceiver, not to ply it till. 
God gave Adam a dominion over the creatures, 
to uſe them ſoberly for his own comfort and God's 
glory. He put all things under his feet; he only 
kept one tree from him, that he might not eat of 
the fruit thereof, and that for the trial of his obe- 
dience. He was diſcharged, under the pain of 
death, to meddle with it 3 to which prohibition he 
conſented : and yet, over the belly of the ſolemn 
covenant, he Lid hand on it, ate of it, and broke 
the covenant, - Here, for the underſtanding of this 
ſin aright, conſider the progreſe, the ingredients, 
and the aggravations of it. 
7h progreſs of the ſin of breaking the covenant 

of works. 
Firf, Confer tie groß of this fn, It & 


oi * 
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not to be imagined, that Adam and Eve were 
innocent till they had the forbidden fruit in their 
mouths ; the covering of it in their hearts beho- - 
ved of neceſſity to be before that; but the cating 
ol it was that whereby ſin and apoſtaſy from God 
was completed. The beginning of their ſin was 
unbelief and doubting. At the ſuggeſtion of Sa- 
tan they doubted the truth of God in the threaten- 
ing, Gen: iii. 3. 4. 5. 6. So, in this fatal battle, 


their faith got the firſt ſtroke. - And it being once 


foundered, their heart plied to the temptation, 
and the taſt after the forbidden fruit aroſe, and 
then the fin was completed by aQual'cating, Gen. 
iii. 6. The eye of the mind was firſt blemiſhed ; a 
miſt aroſe from hell, which they admitted; that by 

darkened their underſtanding, ſo that 
they firſt doubted, and then diſbzheved the threat- 
ening- of the covenant. Then their will was caſt» 
ly conquered to a compliance with the temptation, 
and turned away from the command, the rule of 
duty. A luſt and corrupt affection to the tree 
ſeized them, diſcovering iiſelf at the eye, in a luſt- 
ful looking at it, Gen. iii. 6. So the hand took 
it, and the mouth ate it, and the fatal morſel was 
todged within the body. 

Thus the coal of temptation raiſed a flame, | 
which quickly ſpread itſelf over che whole ſoul 
and body. The which is often reached in the caſe 
of their ſinful poſterity, who by theſe means are 
frequently caſt down from their excellency as it 
were in a moment, and plunges into a gulf of 
miſery. 

There is more ill in doubting and unbelicf, than 
men are aware of. It was the devil's maſier-picce ” 
for the ruin of ſouls under the covenant of 
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works; and ſo it is ſtill under the covenant of 
grace, Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not ſball be 
damned, Men were firſt ruined by their doubting 
and unbelief of the threatening of the firſt cove- 
nant: now men are Tuined by their doubting and 
unbelicf of the promiſe of the ſecond covenant : 
II. iii. 1. h bath believed our report ? ſays the 


prophet. And what that report is, ſee 1 John 
v. 10. 11. He that believeth on the Son of God, 


hath the witneſs in himſelf; he that believeth not 
God, hath made him a liar, becauſe he believed not 
the record that God gave of his Son. And this is 
tne record, that God hath given to us etern al life; 
and this life is in bis San. Though doubting may 
conſiſt with faith, ſo that it be not reigning; yet 
it belongs not, but is contrary, to the nature of 
faith, which in itſelf is a firm perſuaũon, more 
or leſs firm, according to the ſtrength of it. 


The ingredients of this ſin. 


Secondly, Let us confider | the ingredients of 
this ſin. If it is opened up, one may ſce it to be 
a complication of evils; not a little ſin, but a 
great one, and in ſome ſort the greateſt ſin. 

1. Horrid unbelief was in it. By it the truth 
and faithfulnes of God to his word was queſtion- 
ed, diſbelieved, and denied: the lie was given to 
the God of truth, 1 John v. 11. forecited. And 
to make the affront the blacker, the devil was be- 
liered in bis contradiction to God. God ſaid, 
Tea; Satan ſaid, No: and the deciſion was in fa- 
vour of the latter. 

2. Pride, ambition, bold preſumption, and 
curioſity, took place in this fin, No leſs was at- 


tempted by it, than to be like God himſelf: Gen. 


r 
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Hi. 5. Te fball be as gods, ſaid the old ſerpent, 
God had ſet them in paradiſe ; but they would, 
in a manner, aſcend above the height of the clouds, 
and ſet their throne above the ſtars, as the proud 
monarch ot Babylon did, U. xiv. 13. 14. They 
had full liberty as to the uſe of all that was in 
paradiſe ; only God locked up from them that one 
tree; and they boldly forced the lock, and ate 
that which God forbade them to touch; as if no- 
thing was to be hid to them. 

3. There was in this fan monſtrous ingratitude, 
and diſconteat with their condition. They want- 
ed nothing tor neceffity, convenience, or delight, 
beſeeming their ſtate of trial. A. bountiful God 
had heaped favours on them: they bore God's i- 
mage, were fit to be companions of angels, were 
the envy of devils, had the dominion of the low- 
er world, and were God's confederates. But all 
this was ſunk and loſt in unthankfulacſs; and 
they were ſo little contented, that they would 
needs have that in very deed which they had no 
want of, as is often the caſe with their children. 
4. This fin contained in it contempt of God, 
rebellion againft him, and downright apoſtaſy 
from bim, going over to the devil's fide. I hus 
it was a renouncing of the covenant, and a con- 
ſpiring with Satan againſt God. They carry 
themiclves ay it they had been decoyed into a 
fooliſh bargain 3 and forgetting the majefly of 
God, and their own dependence on him, they 
break his bands, and caſt his cords from them; 
pretending they would ſee better to themſelves, 


and fo they caſt off his yoke at one touch. 


5. Laſtly, in one word, this fin was a breaking 
of the whole law of God at once. By this ons 
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deed, not only was the poſitive law trampled un- 
ger foot, but the natural law written in their 
hearts was broken in all the ten commandments. 
of it at onee, as I have ſhewn elſe where. 


The aggropetions of this n. 


- Thirdly, Let us view the aggravations of this 
fin. - Confider, 

1. The perfon who did it; bow 0 ae 
One who was not tainted with origiaal fin, as o- 
thers now are, but was endued with origioal righ- 
teouſneſs; one in whom Satan had nothing, till 
he winded it in by his ſubtilty. There was no 
blindneſs of mind, perverſeneſs of will, or un- 
holineſs of affections, to graft his temptatian on... 
So having theſe advantages, the fin was in that 
reſpect of all ſins the moſt hainous. - And there- 
fore he having found mercy, is a pattern of mer- 
eto all who will believe in Chriſt. | 

2. The object by which he was enticed, and 
8 he broke God's law. It was not a. 
wedge of gold, as in Achaa's caſe; nor thirty 
pieces of filver, as in that of Judas; but a 
morſel of fruit. The ſmaller the thing was, the 
greater the fin ; and the more inexcuſable the ſin- 
ner, whom Satan catched with fo ſorry a bait. 
What need had he of that, who had enough be- 
ſides? But when once the mind is bewitched with 
temptation, it is enough to ſtir up a longing af - 
ter fruit, if it be but forbidden; as the wayfa- 
ring man in Nathan's parablewas entertained by 
the rich man with his poor neighbour's lamb, 
though he had a flock of his own. | 


- * See Fourfold ſtate of man, ſtate 2. head 1. der 
the title, Mow man's nature vas corrupted WE 4 
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3. The nature of the thing. Though i it was 2 
ſmall thing, yet it was a ſacred thing, ſet apart 


for a holy uſe, not to be touched. This fa was 
worſt kind, namely, ſa- . 


thefr, and theft- of the worſt 
crilege. It was a profanation of holy things, and 


that of the worſt. kind; a. profanation of a ſa- 
craimemt, a ſeal. of, the covenant. No wonder 


it brought on a curſe. 


le where every flower was proclaiming. the 


glory ot Goa, where. he wanted nothing neceſſa- 


ry for him, but was ſurrouoded ou every hand 


with tokens of the Lord- s kiodneſs to him. Eden | 


was the pleaſanteſt ſpot of the virgin earth, and 
paradiſe the pleaſanteſt ſpot of Eden. But there 


the rebellion was begua againſt God, who ſet him 
in that delight ful place. In the preſence-cham- 
ber, as it were, rebel - man, by this act of his, 


ſiruck at his Sovereign. Lord. 50 it was aggrava- 


tod like the murder of Zacharias, who was ſlain 
between the temple and the altar, Matth. xxiii. 358. 

<5. The time when it was committed. He had 
nat been long in the world, till he lifted up his; 
heel againſt his Creator. He had Rood ſhort - 
while, till, being giddy with pride and ambition, 
he fell into diſgrace. What time Adam fell, is a 
queſtion. It is the common opinion, that he. fell 


the ſame day he was created. Some think he ſtood 
longer, ſuppoſing the events recorded about him, 
Gen. ii. and u. to require more time than one 


diy. And the Deiſts improve that againſt the 
credit of Moſes's hiſtory, . bur entirely without; 


pround. I think the common opinion is true. 
The devil's envy and malice would ſet him a-work , 


on the firſt occafion to ruin man ;- and, for all 
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that appears, whenever he tried it, he carried bis | 

If -our firſt parents had ſtood longer, the 
bleſſing of marriage would bave taken place, 
in a ftate of innocence. "The ſcripture ſays, Sa · 


tan was @ har, and à murderer from the beginning, 
John viii. 44. Yet Adam in honour could 10 


night + he became like as the beafts they were alike, 


Pſal. xlix. 12. From this text the Hebrew doc- 
tors gather, that the glory of the firſt man did 
not night with him; and the ancient tranſlators 
underſtand it of Adam. The work of redemp- 
tion is the more illaſtrious, that man could not 
ſand one day without the Mediator's help ®. 

- 6. Laſtly, The effects and conſequents of this 
fin. Theſe are all evits that came on Adam him- 
ſelf, and on his poſterity to this day, and that 
will come, even to the end of the world. 'Here- 
by all mankind was ruined. That fin was the 
wide gate at which firand death entered into the 
world. It ſpread its malignant influence over the 
creation, looſed the pins of the fabric of the 
world, which it will pull down at length altoge- 
ther, according to the import of the threateniny. 


| How the fatal fep, in the breach of the coves 
nant of works, was brought about. 


IT. I ſhall conſider how this fatal ſtep was 
brought abou'. For clearing of this, three things 
are to be conſidered ; Satan's tempting to it; God's 
leaving man to the freedom of hi: own will in the 
matter ; and man's abuſing this freedom of will, 
and complying with the temptation, 


See more on this ſubjc& in the author's notes on 
the Marrow of modern divinity, chap. ii. ſect. 2. notes 
„ 4.) A work poſterior to this. 


| How the fatal Steg was brought drt. 85 
| of Satan tempting ro ht Nn. "rh 8 * | 
Firft, Satan tempted to it. God created all the 


angels holy ſpirits, yet mutable, as the event in 
ſome of them has proved. Some of them, were 


elected to eternal happineſs from eterpity,, and 
fome of them not elected, 1 Tim. v. 21. where 
the apoſtle ſpeaks of lad angels, - They were all 
ereatod rhe firſt day, as appears from Gen. i. 4. 


2, compared. with Job xxxviii. 7. In the former 


*ris ſaid, In the beginning Gad created the. heaven 
and the earth. And in the latter place tis ſaid, 
that, when God laid the foundations: of the earth, 
the morning-ftars ſang together, and all the fons of 
God ſhouted for joy ; by whom. are . moſt certainly 
to be underſtood the angels. The reprobate an · 
ls were not fallen before the fixth, day for ĩt is 
id, Gen. i. 31. that, on that day, Ged ſaw every 
thing that he had made, and behold it was: very good. 
On the ſixth day man was made, and the ſame 
day he fell, as has been ſhewn before. The re- 
probate angels were fallen before him, and there - 
fore they fell the ſame day too. And it ſeeras 
they loſt no time, but immediately, with the firſt 
occaſion, one of them ſets to work againſt man, 
and gained his point, by W . vili. 
43. forecited. 


3 this canal T7 may ee, 


1. The inſtrument of the temptation was a 725 
pent, Gen. iii. 1. And. 

1, It was a true and real ſerpent, as appears 
from Moſes comparing it with the reſt of the 
beaſts, Gen. iii. 1. Now the ſerpent was more ſub- 
tle than any beaft of the field. What ſort, of a 
lexpent it was, is'nct determined. Some think it 

I 
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to have been a beautiful creature of a ſhining co- 
Jour ; for there are ſerpents mentioned Deut. vii. 
15. called in the original text Seraphim, which is 
a name given to angels. And ſo poſſibly Eve 
might take the ſerpent to have been acted by one 
of the good angels, or Seraphims. Whatever 
ſort it was of, ſerpents have been of great note in 
the kingdom of the devil fince. The Egyptians 
worſhipped ſerpents. The genius of a place was. 
painted as a ſerpent. And in the old Greek my- 
ſterĩes they were wont to carry about a ſerpent, 
and cry, Evah. A memorial. of the extraordi- 
nary ſervice it had done the devil. 

246, It was acted by the devil. For fince ſer- 
pents could not tpcak, and far leſs reaſon, neither 
of which was wanting ic this caſe, one may ſure- 
iy conclude, that it was the devil who abuſed the 
body- of the ſerpent to his wicked purpoſe, and 
ther: fore is called that ct ſerpent the devil and da- 
_ Rev. xii. 9. & chap. xx. 2. 

2. Satan fet upon the woman firſt, the woman 
N weaker veſſel, that haviog ouce overcome her, 
he might by her means the more eaſily conquer 
the man. And thus he readily manages his temp» 
tations ſtill, obſerving where the wall is weake??, 
that there he may make his attack wich the more 
ſucceſs. And he choſe the time when ſhe was a- 
lone, not with ber huſbind, from whom the ſecs 
to have had the knowledge of the covcnant God 
entered into with him. Had they been together, 
they might have jointly with! ood him, way con- 
quered both, one after another. 

3. He moveth a doubt concerning the com- 
mand, Gen. iii. Ju, hath God ſuid, Ye fball 


not eat of every tree of the garden And this lie 


Hie the fatal Step was brovght about, 4 87 | 
does ſubtilly and ambiguouſiy. He does not at 


firſt bring forth the whole venom of the tempta- 


tion, but pretends, as one in doubt, that he would 
be informed by the woman. It is hard to tell 
whether he meant this of God's forbidding gto'car 

en. 


ct any, or only not of every tree of the gard 


Tis the deſigu of the tempter to draw us into a 
contempt ot the commands of God. The wo- 
man, however, gives him a round anſwer, where- 
ia the makes a very ample profeſſion of the truth, 
ver. 3. 3. And the woman ſaid unto the ſerpent, 
Me may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garen: 
but of the fruit of the tree whith is in the midft of 
the garden, God buth ſaid, Te fball nat cat of it, 
neither ſball ye touch it, leſ ye die. They may re- 
fiſt at firſt, who are afterwards vvercone. 
4. Quitting the attack on the command, which 


he perceived her to adhere to, Satan falls on the 


threatening, and contradicts it, Gen. 1ii. 4. Au 
the ſerpent Haid unto the weman, Ye « ſeall not ſurely die. 
He tells her it was riot fo ſure as ſhe imagined, 
that God would punifh them at that rate. He 
puts hier in hop: of efcapinz punfflment, Thus 
Satan reſiſted flies; but W one method fails, 
he will try Ashes, and, through hopes of i impu- 
nity entertained 3 in ane” $ Heart, he ofles gaios his 
putpoſe. 1 
5. He proceeds as one that wiſhes well to her 
and her huſband, and pretends to ſhew how they 
might both arrive at a high pitch of happineſs 
ſpeedily; even to be as gods, and that id know- 
ledge or intellectual delights ; j inſinuating withal, 


that, by the very name of the tree, the-wwutlyof | 


what he ſaid might appear. For (aid the » pow 
Cod doth know, that in the day ye eat tre, then 
| 1 1 


2 
lb — Dy 


bd 2 pag * 
— — 2 4 


S > 
— — W 
—— PE 


ns 3 2 


88, How the fatel Step us brought about, Barr Il. 


your eyes ſhall be opened: and qe Hu b az gods 
knowing gud and cuil. Thus the liar. and mur: 


derer till ruins men, prercuding to make chem 


happy, while he carries on their deſtruction... 
6. Laſtly, She beigg.caſuared, he makes uſe of | 
1 to tempt her huſband, and prev ails, Gen, iji, 
Fe Anil when the woman ſaw that tbe tree was, g 
or food, and that it was pleaſant to the eyes, and 6 
tree to be. d:fired-to. make ane wife ; [be le: of thi 
fruit there, and did eat, and gave alſe unte hen 


= und with. her, and be did cat. And thus he 


diten conveys his temptations to us, by thoſkk 
whoſe intereſt in us aud affection to us we doubt 
not, and whom therefore we ſuſpect not; and fa 
he rends mem with wedges of their own n, 
maklog one à ſnare to anather . A 3 247 


Cod oft man to the freedom Gf bi own „ il. 
_ Secondly, God loft man to the: treedam of ix 
own will, in mis matter. He was not the cauſe of 
his fall : he moved him not, nor could he mave 
him to it: James iii. 13. For God cannot be tempt; 
ed with evil, neither tempteth he any man. Such 
is the holineſs of his nature. He gave him 3 
power to ſtand if he would, and he took not a · 
way from bim any grace given ; but, for his trial, 
left him to his freedom of will, with which 
he WAS created. God made him good and righ- 
teous, and the natural ſet of his will was to good 
only, Eccl. vii. 29. But it was liable to change, 
yet only to change by himſelf: he could only be 
made evil or ſinful by his own choice. : 


Several uſeful obſervations relating to the progreſs 
of the temptation may be ſeen in Witſius's Oeconomy, 


book i. chap. 8. * 8. 
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If ie be aſked why man was not fet beyond the 
poſlibility of change? Ir is to be /reamembered;_ - 
that abfolute immutability is the peculiar: preraga- 
tive of God himfalf, — every creature, in as 
far as it is a creature, is incapable of being fo im- 

mutable, Vet the creature may be in ſome ſenſe made 
imnrutablo, that is, ſo as it ſhall not be poſſible for 
it actually to fall from irs goodneſs, though there 
is fill a changeablenefs in its nature. Now, it 
man had been created without ſo much as a re- 
more power in himſelf tochange himſelf, he had 
not been a free agest: but God might have fo e- 
ſtabliſhed him, as that he could not actually have 
fallen; yet that would have been owing to con- 
fir ming grace. The which why the Lord did nov 
beſtow on him, it belongs not to us to define: 
only he was no debtor to him for it ., 


Man abuſed the. freedom of his will. : 

Thirdly, Man abuſed his own liberty. or free. 
dom of will, and complied with the tempration,, 
and ſo broke the covenant... He only himſelf was. 
the true and proper cauſe of his own falling: not 
God, for he can never be the author of ſin; nor 
the devil, nor Eve, for they could only tempt and 
entice, but not force him. It was his own choice, 


he did it freely without coaction or compuliion ; 


and be could have ſtood if he would. And thus. 
was the fatal ſtep m___ whereby the covenant was 
broken. 
How the covenant of works was broken. 
HI. I chan conſider how the covenant of works: 


Ses this point more fully illuſt cated in the author 8. 
notes on the Marrow of modetu d viaity, Chap, i i. 2. 


note ( 
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was broken by this fatal ſtep. We may Ep 
* in three things. 

The command was violated. — 
avec perfect obedience, but it was not gi- 
ven; perpetual obedience, but man did ſoon 
come to a ſtand in the courſe of obedience, and 


went no further. Here he diſobeyed, here he 


ſhook off the yoke, here he ſinned againſt his 


God. Thus the condition of the covenant 'of 


works was broken. 

2. The right and title to the promiſed beneſit 
by that covenant was undermined. The promiſed 
lite was loſt, man had no more any pretenſions to 
it; he could no more plead the reward, which 
was to be given him in hand; and the proſpect of 
the reward, which before his diſobedience he had 
in hope, was entirely cut off. Thus failing in his 
performance of the condition of the covenant, 
he rendered the promiſe of the covenant null 
and void, as if it had never been made: 

3. He fell under the penalty of the covenant, 
became liable to death in its utmoſt extent. As 
he had no more ado with the promiſe, the threat - 
ening now bound him to bear the wrath threaten- 
ed for the fatisfaftion of divine juftice. The 
bleſung of the covenant being loſt, the curſe of 
it ſcized him, and he was bound with the cords of 
death; the which was let out as a flood, at that 
breach which was made in the covenant, N o- 


verflowed, 
(1,) The ſoul of man, ſo that it died ritual 


1y, loſing the image of God, and loſung the favour 
of God. Man turning from God as his chief 
end, the image of God in his ſoul was defaced 
£320. v. 1. . His ſaving knowledge was loſt; 


| 


| 


ua, bnkes by this fatal Step. F, * 


witneſs che cover of fig · lea ves, which our firſt pa- | 


rents prepared for covering. of their nakedneſs, 


and their pretending to hide themſelves from the. 


preſence of God, Gen. iii. 75. The righteouſneſs 


of his will was loſt ; witneſs their averſion to God, 


hiding themſelves; from him, their excuſing af 


their ſin, . transferring of | their guilt, the man 


laying the blame on the woman, the woman on 


the ſerpent; nay, Adam not obſcurely reflected 


on God himſelf, The holineſs and regularity of 
their affections. went off; they were filled with diſ- 
arder, confuſion, and ſhame. They loſt God's 
favour, were ſeized with horror of conſcience; 
Gen. iii. 8. were driven out of paradiſe, like a 
divorced woman out of the houſe of her huf- 
band, declared incapable of communion with God, 
and debatred from the tree of life, the ſeal of the 


covenant. 


(2.) The body of man | became mortal, death 
working within it, and without it, from that mo- 
ment the covenant was broken. He was condemn- 


end to toil and wearineſs for life, 4nd then to re- 


turn to the duſt at length, the frame and conſti- 
tution of man's body having become deadly from 


the moment of his breaking the covenant. And 


ſorrow and pain in breeding and bringing forth 
of children, was laid on the female ſex, as a 
particular mark of diſpleaſure with the firſt fins 
and the ground was curſed for man's fake, be- 
.cauſe of the dependence of the life of man up- 


(.) Laſtly, Soul and body were ſubjected and 
bound over to eternal death in hell. For this. was 


-comprehended in the threatening of the covenant 


af works, as has been already ſhewn. 


92 Die Doctrine applied; © Part H. 
Thus was the covenant of works broken. Yer 
man was not and could not thereby be freed from 
that covenant: ſtill he was bound ro obecencey 
according to the command of it, and to fatisfac+ 
tion, according to the threatening. "Only: God 


was no more obliged to fulfil his promiſe, fince 
One conditional, nd Wan BEGNEEt 


| Application of the dhelrins of the breach of the 7 
covenant & works. | 


us I. Here is a memorial, which we have 
need ever to carry about with: us, white we Long in 
this world: A memorial, 
1. Of the nothingnels of the ereatvre, e 
left to itſelf. God left ſome of the angels to them - 
ſelves, and they turned devils ; he left innocent 
Adam to himſelf, and he turned apoſtate. O the 
need of continual ſupplies of grace ! There was 
no bent and raclination to evil naturally in them; 
bat ia us there is a natural propenſity to turn 
from God. What need have we then to ery; 
Lead us not into temptation * What need of n 
nuat dependence upon the Lord? 

2. Of the hopeleſſneſs of falvation — 
That was the way which man was firſt ſet on, 
and that is the way which man naturally is ſet to 
follow unto this day. But what hope can there 
be that way ? Adam was able to work' for Efe, 
having ſufficient ſtrength laid to his hand, and 
yer he miſearried in it : How can it profper in our 
hands, who are without ſtrength, and whoſe work+ 
arm is broken? He had leſs to do than we have 
now; only perfect obedience was required of him 
at firſt : but of us now is required not only per- 
fect obedience, but ſatisfaction for fin done. Wt 


* * 
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e and leſs ſtrength, chen Adam 
had. When he fell a- working for heaven, which 
work was marred in his hand, ie may jutily make a 
us to deſpair of ſalvation that way. He could not 
ſtand » how ſhall we that are fallen, raiſe up our 
ſelves ? How unlikely is it, eee 
be their own ſaviours 8 0955 — 
: Usz H. Here is watchword ke es ought 
never to forget. | 2 
1. Watch and pray, chat ee 3 
| tation. The devil ſtill goes about ſeeking whom 
he may devour. No ſtate, while ye are here, can 
ſecure ybu from temptation. + Though ye be in 4 
ſtate of - friendſhip with God, he will attack you. 
No place, though a paradiſe, can protect you. 
He has malice enough to drive you to the greateſt 
fins; ſubtilty and long experience to manage the 
temptation,' ſo as it may belt take. Do not 'pars 
ley with tempration : liſtening to the rempter may | 
bring on doubting, doubting will bring on diſbe- 
neving, and diſbelieving will bring on full com- 
pliance. O therefore watch! f 
2. Take heed of forgetting the covenant of 
your God. When men loſe the ſenſe of the hond 
of che covenant, they cannot long forbear the 
breaking of it. We ſee this in Adam our father, 
and we may ſee it daily in mens perfonal cove» 
nauts, and the national covenants thefe lands are 
under the bonds of. The impreſſion of them is 
worn off, and fo the duties of them are caſt be- 
hind mens backs. No wonder that this is the fin 
of the land, and of particular perſons, ſceing we 
are all children of the great cyvenant-traaſgreflor 
Adam. 
Us III. Laſtly, here is a Semonſtraion.of 
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the abſolute neceſſity of being united to che Se- 
cond Adan, who kept the ſecond covenant, aud 
thereby fulfiiled the demands ot the firſt covenant. 
See your abſolute need of him; prize him, avd 
flee to him by faith. Behold him with an eye of 
faith, who has repaired the breach. Ihe firſt A- 
dam broke the firſt covenant, by eating of the 
fruit of the forbidden tree; Chriſt has repaived 
the breach, by hanging on a tree, and bearing 
the curſe, for his people. Adam's prepoſterous 
love to his wife made him fin : Chriſt's love to 
his ſpouſe made him ſuffer and ſatisfy. In a gar- 
den Adam finned, and therefore in a garden 
Chriſt was buried. Tating ruined man, and by 
eating he is faved again. By eating tbe forbidden 
* fruit ali died; and by cating Chrili's fleſh and 
drinking his blood by faith, the ſoul gets life a- 
gain, John vi. 57. O then have recourſe to 
Chriſtz and thus ſh ll you be ſaved from the ruins 
of the fall, and have an intereſt in the covenant 
made with Chriſt, the condition of which being al- 
ready fulfilled by him, can never be broken, or 
they who are once in it, ever fall out * ͤ it a- 


gain. | 
8 Wherker Adam ſinned out of love to bis wite,. is 


a-queſtion that has been agitated among divines. Ala- 
tisſactory ſolution of it may be ſeen in Withus's * 


dDomy, &c. book i. . 8. 8 * 
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07 the Imputation of Adam's fiſt Sin 
; to bis Poſterity. 


Romans v.19. 


For as by one man's diſobedience many were made An- 
ners, fo by the obedience 4 one all w—_ i 
N. rig hleous. 


E have beard of the making of the origi- - 
nal contract betwixt God ard man, the 


covenant of works, as alſo of the break - 
ing of it by our father Adam. "This text ſhews 
our concern in the breach of that covenant; and 
it is neceſſary we be feaſible of it, that we be mor 
cterually ruined thereby, but being convinced of 
that debt lying on our head, may flee to and 
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make uſe of the gen Suety for 1 nn it from 
us. 


In this chapter, verſe 14. the apoſile ſhews As 
dam to have been a figure or type of Chriſt z and 
from ver. 12. and downwards he inſtitutes a com - 
pariſon betwixt theſe two, the common heads and 
repreſentatives of miankind, though Chriſt's re» 
preſentation is not ſo extenſive as Adam's: but 
tach of tbem repreſented his ſeed ; Adam his n+ 
tural ſeed ; and Chriſt all his ſpiritual elect ſeed, 
Adam by his diſobedience broke the firſt cove- 
nant ; Chriſt by his obedience to the death fulfil- 
led the ſecond covenant. The diſobedience of the 
one brings condemnation and death on thoſe that 
are his; the obedience of the gther brings zuſtifi« 
cation and life to all that are his. The reaſon , 
both is given in che text; namely, That by the 
one all his are made ſinners, and ſinners are 
juſtly condemned and die: by the other. all Ais 
are made righteous, and the righteous muſt, 
according to the covenant, be juſtified and live. 
So the text is a compariſon made betwixt the 
effect of Adam's difobediente and the effect of 
Chriſt's obedience. The clauſes are quite con- 
trary the one to the other, as light and darkneſs ; 
and fo are the effects redounding from them to 
thoſe who are reſpectively affected by them. The 
former makes meu ſinners, the latter makes men 
righteous. Tis the former that concerns our pre- 
ſent purpoſe : By one man's diſobedience many were 
made ſmners. Where conſider, 
1. The malignant cauſe, to which all evil a- 
mong men is owing z one man's diſebegience. This 
is the impure fountain of all, the original of all 
evils. Here two things muſt be cleared, (1.) Who, 
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that one man was. Who, but Adam, the firſt 
man ? Him the apoſtle had expreſaly named, ver. 
14. as the great tranſgreſſor, the bead of the re- 
bellion, the fountain of fin, oppoſed to Chriſt Je- 
ſus as the fountain of righteouſneſs; and ' unto 
bim our text in the Greek expreſsly points, which 
ſaith not ſimply, di ing arlpurrs, By one man, &c. 
but Na Thc Tapaxonc Tv wor aripurs, by that one 
man's diſobedience, that man Adam whom he had 
mentioned before. (2.) What that diſobedicnce | 
was. No queſtion but Adam was guilty of many 
acts of diſobedience through the whole courſe of 
his life after his fall : but the text ſpeaks of this 
diſobedience emphatically, and as ſuch by way of 
eminency, that diſobedience, plainly referring to 
the firſt ſin of Adam. That was the fin which 
firſt broke iuto the world, and opened the ſluice 
to death, verſe 12.; the tranſgreſſion of Adam, 
* TapzPaci Aden, ver. 14. 3 that offence or tall, 
ver. 15. 80 chen this diſobedience is Adam's 
breaking of the covenant of works, by his cating 
of the forbidden fruit. The tranſgreſſion of A- 
dam was his tranſgreſſing of the covenant, which 
ſet him the bounds he was to keep within, on pain 
of death, Rom. v. 14. compared with Ho. vi. 7. 
He ſet off in a courſe of covenant-obedience run- 
ning for the prize; but he ſtumbled and fell in 
breaking of the covenant. Though he was a ſon 
by creation, he was God's hired ſervant by cove 
nant; but by diſobedience to his Maſter he broke 
the covenant. 

2. The anſwerable effect: Many were made ſin- 


nert. The poiſonous fountain being opened, the 


waters kill where-ever they come. Here alſo two 
things are to be mo 1.) Who theſe many are. 
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Even the al mentioned ver. 12. All Adam's natu- 
ral ſeed comprehended with him in the firſt cove- 
nant, as the many made righteous are all Chriſt's 
ſpiritual ſeed, comprehended with him in the ſe- 
cond covenant. But the apoſtle uſes the term 
many here, though all are meant, not only becauſe 
all are many ; but becauſe one man, viz. the man 
Chriſt, is excepted : ſo, in ſtrift propriety of 
ſpeech, Adam's diſobedience did not touch a 
men ſimply, but many, there being one man ex- 
ceptcd : and alſo becauſe the ſcope of the apoſtle 
here is to ſhew that many ſhall be made righteous 
by the obedience of one; to prove which, proceed- 
ing on that principle, That the deed of one may 
be imputed to many, he inſtanceth in Adam's diſ- 
obedience, who being one man, yet his deed was 
imputed to many; and he being a type or figure 
of Chriſt in that reſpe&, it plainly follows, that 
as by his diſobedience many were made ſinners, ſo 
by the obedience of Chriſt thall many be made 
righteous. (2.) How by Adam's dilovedicace they 
were made fingers. There are but three ways 
how by the {in of another we may be made ſin- 
ners. [I. J By adopting it through conſent and 
approbation: ſo Ahab was the mardercr of Na- 
both, though not he, but the magiſtrates of Jez- 
reel did the deed, 1 Kings xxi. 19. But this is 
not the way we are made fianers by Adam's diſ- 
obedience : for infants, and many in the world 
who never heard of Adam or his fin, and there- 
fore are incapable of adopting it at that rate, arc 
yet made ſinners by it. Or (2. By imitation, as 
Pelagi zus would have it 80 indecd one may be 
made a fnner by imitating of ſinners. But this 
cannot b: it neither in this caſe: 1.) Becauſe in- 
fants, Who are not capable of imitation, are in- 
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volved here as well as others, Rom. v. 14. where 
death is ſaid to reign over thoſe who had not finned 
after *the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſpreſſion. 80 
allo are Pagans included © here, who know no- 
thing of the copy that Adam caſt us. 2.) Be- 
cauſe we are made ſinners by Adam's diſobedience, 
as we are made righteous by Chriſt's obedience. 
But it is not by imitation, but imputation of 
Chriſt's obedicnce we are made righteous : There 
fore it cannot be that we are made finners by imi- 
tation of Adam's fin, 3.) All men of all ages, 
ſexes, conditions, &c. are made ſinners. But it 
is incredible, that, if imitation were the way, 
there ſhould never have been ſo much as one mere 
man, to refuſe to imitate the ruining example. 
Therefore, [z. ] It neceflarily follows, that we 
are thereby made finners by imputation: even as 
- we are made righteous by Chriſt's: obedience, the 


| ſame being reckoned our obedience, though not 


done by us in our own perſons. We are not on- 
ly made liable to puniſhment by this diſobedience, 
but we are made finners by it. Not only is the 
gvilt-ours, but the fault is ours: we not only die 
in Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 22. but we ſinned in him as 
our federal head, Rom. v. 12. ; we broke the co- 
venant in him; that breach in law reckoning is 
ours, and is reckoned ours, becauſe it is ours by 
virtue of our being one with him in his loins as ' 
our natural and federal head. 


The text affords the following doctrine, bai 
founded upon it. 


Adam's Jin n in breaking the covenant of works, 
is the ſin of bis paſterity. 
DocrT, —— N of the covenant E 
2 , | 
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works, by his eating of the forbidden Fruit, is our 
fn, our breaking of it, as well as his. 


* the illuſtration of this doctrine, I ſhall, 

I. Conſider the extent of this fin which is ours. 

II. Shew how Adam's fin of breaking the cove- 
nant of works is our ſin, our breaking it. 

III. Evince the truth of the doctrine, and prove 
the imputation of Adam's firſt ſin, the ſin of 
breaking the covenant of works, by * the 
forbidden fruit, to his poſterity. 

IV. Shew the ground and reaſon why this feſt 
fin is ours. 


V. Laſtly, Improve the lubjett. 
oe the extent of the ft fin, which is ar. 


vi is. 

I. U hal conſider the extent of this fin which 
is ours. There is a twofold breaking of the co- 
venant 'of works. 

1. There is a private and perſonal breaking of 
it by ſuch perſons as are ſtill under it. And thus 
it is to this day broken every day; John vii. 19. 
Did not Moſes give you the law, faid Chriſt to the 
Jews, and yet none of yeu keepeth the lau Let 
none imagine, that the covenant of works being 
broken by Adam, was laid by as an uſeleſs thing, 
which men were no more concerned in. It is 
true, it is no more uſeful now as a way to ſalva- 
tion and happineſs : but that is not from itſelf, 
but from man's weakneſs, whoſe weak head, 
heart, and legs, cannot ſerve him to walk in ſo 
high a way to heaven, from which he fell down 
keadlong before in Adam, and received ſuch a 


0 


ch 
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bruiſe as made him quite incapable for it after. 
But the covenant itſelf ſtands firm ſtill in all the 
parts ot it. The promiſe of it ſtill ſtands to per- 
tect obedience, which now takes in ſuffering as 
well as doing: as appears from what paſſed be- 
tween our Lord and a certain lawyer, Luke x. 27 
28. The lawyer had put the queſtion to him, Ma- 
fer, what ſhall I do to inherit eternal life? Our 
Lord anſwered, hat is written in the law 2 how 
readeft thou ? The lawyer having replied, Thou 
alt love the Lord thy God with ell thy heart, and 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy firength, and 
with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyſelf; 
our Lord thereupon . faid, Then haft. anſwered 
right; this do, and thou ſbait live. So that if a- 
ny could anfwer the demands of this covenant, he 
ſhould have the promiſed life. The threatening 
of it ſtands firm as mountains of braſs, that with · 
out ſatisfying, of it by one's ſelf or ſurety, none 


' thall cſcape : For without ſhedding of blood it ng 


remiſſion, Heb. ix. 22. and God will by no meant 
clear the guilty, Exod. xxxiv. 7. The commands 
of the covenant are ia as full vigour as ever 3 
for the breaking of a law can never take away the 
binding force and authority of it; ſo that. it de- 
mands perfect obedience of all that are under ir; 
with as much authority ſtill as ever it did of A 
dam, Rom. iii. 19. For what things ſoever the law 
faith, it ſaith to them that are under the lau. And 
all men continue under it, till they be ingrafted 
into Chrift, be dead to it, and married to Chriſt, 
Rom. vi. 14. Wherefore all ye Chrifileſs ſinners 


are under it, and are breaking it every day, in e- 


very thought, word, and action of yours; and 
ſo the curſe of it is raining down upon you inceſ- 
K 3 
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fantly, Gal. iii. 10. Curſed is every one that centi- 
nueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them. John ili. 36. He that 
—_ not —, the. wrath of God Mrs on 
„ 

Some of you ſtand off Erin the OVA: of 
the Lord's ſupper, and from perſonal covenanting 
with God in embracing of the covenant of grace; 
and think ye do wiſely to hold your necks out of 
the yoke of a covenant with God. But, poor 
ſoul, thou art hard and faft under covenant to 
God, the covenant of. works, by which thou art 
bound to perfect obedience, under the pain of 
God's curſe ; and every ſin of thine is covenant- 
breaking with God, laying thee under the curſe 
of the covenant. 80 all this wiſdom of yours a- 
mounts to a holding faſt of the covenant of death, 
and refuſing a covenant of life. But this break- 
ing of the covenant of works, by violating the 
commands of it now, is not what we aim at. 
2. There was a public breaking of it by Adam 
the father of all mankind, ſtanding as the repre» 
ſentative of his poſterity. -This breach was made 
in paradiſe, where Adam broke the covenant by 
eating the ſorbidden fruit. And even this is our 
ſin, and breaking of the covenant, viz. the firft 
breaking of it is ours, and brings us under guilt. 

The extent of this breach of the covenant 
may be conſidered two ways; in reference to the 
perſons to whom the guilt of it reaches, whoſe 
fin it becomes; and in reference to the fin itſelf. 

1%, The extent of this fin may be conſidered in 


Ihe reader will ſec many perticent obſervations on 
this ſubject ia Witftus's Vecenumy of the covenants, 


brok . chap. g. papa. 
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reference to the perſons to whom the guile of it 
reaches, whole ſin it becomes. And thus we ſay, 

(1.) It extended not to the man Chriſt. 
dam's breaking of the covenant was not His: he 
finned not in Adam, as the reſt of mankind did? 
Though he was born of a woman, he way born 
ſinleſs: Hence the angel faid unto the virgin Ma-. 
ry,-That holy thing which ſball be born of thee; 


Hall be called the Son of God, Luke i. 35. And 


Heb. vii. 26. he is ſaid to be boly, harmleſs, unde- 


filed, and ſeparate from ſinners. He came to de- 
ftroy the works of the devil, 11 


iii. 8. and fo 
take away fin, John i. 29. which he could not 
have been fit for, if he himfelf had been one of 
the finful multitude. If he had needed a facrifice 
for himſelf, he could not have been an aroning the 
crifice for us. | 
He was indeed a ſon of Adam, as appears 6 
his genealogy brought up to Adam, Luke iii. 


And it was neceſſary he ſhould be ſo, that he 


might be our near kinſman, to redeem us; that 
man's fins might be expiated by man's. ſufferings, 
and ſo juſtice might be farisfied of the ſame na- 
ture that finned. But Adam was not the man 
Chriſt's federal head, nor was he comprehended 
with him in the covenant of works; foraſmuch 
as he did not come of Adam in virtue of the bleſ- 
ſing of fruitfulneſs given to the man and woman 
before the fall, but was the ſeed ,of the woman 
only, born by virtue of a ſpiritual promiſe made 


after the breach of the covenant of works. So 


the breach of that covenant could not be imputed 
to him, or counted his, by virtue of his relation 
to Adam. | 
Nay, he is another public perſon, as the ürt 
Adam was; the federal head in the ſecond cove- 
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nant, erected to repair the ruins made by the breach 
af the firſt; and ſo he is called the Second dam, 
and is repreſented as the antitype to the firſt Adam, 
Rom. v. 14. unto whom the firſt Adam, having 
miſmanaged his own headſhip, did as a private 
perſon commit himſelf for ſalvation, being in a 
myſtical union by faith joined to Jeſus Chriſt, as 
the quickening Head in the ſecond covenant. But, 

(2 ) It extended to all mankind. beſides Chriſt, 
without exception of any one from the firſt ſon 
and daughter of Adam, to the laſt. child that 
ſhall be born into the world, 1 Cor. xv. 22-—4t 
Adam all die. It is the common portion of all 
the children of our father's family, from the old- 
eſt to the youngeſt; the common inheritance. of 
the whole tribe of Adam, from the leaſt to the 
greateſt. The man a hundred years old may lays 
It is my fin; and the child at its firſt moving in the 
womb may ay, It is mine. The guilt of it is re» 
moved indeed from believers upon their union 
with Chriſt ; but once it lay upon them to con- 
demnation alfo, as it ſtill lies on all unregenerate 
perſons, Rom. v. 18.— By the offence of one judge. 
ment came ufen all men to condemnation. — Ihe 
ſaints in heaven are ſinging glory to him who 
waſhed them from it in his own blood, and the 
damned in hell are lying, and will lie for ever un- 
der the weight of it. | 

2dly, The extent ot this fin may be conſidered in 
Teference to the 1in itſelf. There is ſomething 1 in 
this ſin peculiar to Adam's perſon, in ſo far as 
though the whole mais of mankind was concern- 
ed in it yet there was this difference betwixt A- 
dam and his pottcrity, that he was the repreſen- 
tative, they were the party repreſented ; he 


Lnged this fin in his own perſon, they only 
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in bim; and conſequently be ruined not bim- 
ſelf only, but all the world by it; they ruined 
themſelves only by it. 
what was in this fin peculiar to Adam as the heat 
of the covenant ojherwiſe, 

This ſin of breakiog the covenant of e 
is our ſin in the whole compaſs and extent of it. 
We muſt look back to the ſtate of innocence, and 
behold the human nature adorned with the glori- 
ous image of God in our father Adam, and us- 
in his loins, taken into covenant with God, a co- 
venant of life upon condition of perfect obedience, 
which we in him were able to give, and fenced with 
a threatening of death, which we were not liable- 
to before we ſinned. And we muſt conſider with 
ſorrow of heart, how we broke that covenant in 
Adam; and. with bitter repentance, ſhame, and 
ſelf-loathing, lament over the eating of that for- 
bidden fruit, and all the ingredients of it, our hor-- 
rid unbelief, pride, ambition, preſumption, and 
bold curiofity, our monſtrous ingratitude, &c. 
The fearful aggravations of it muſt accent our la- 
mentation, that it was in the ſtate of righteouſ- 
neſs of our nature the fact was committed, how 
ſmall and ſorry an object was the covenant broken 
for, a thing though ſmall yer ſacred, the place 
where, the time when, and the direful effects 
and conſequents of it on ourſelves. And we. 
muſt apply to the Head of the ſecond covenant 
— our reparation, pardon, and reconciliation with 

Vain men who have never been deeply convin- 


ced of ſin by the working of the Spirit on their 


hearts, but meaſure their religion more by their 
corrupt reaſon than God's word, will be apt to 


Wherefore, ſetting aſide 
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look on theſe things as idle tales, and to ſay in 
their bearts, Would to God we may mourn for 
our own fins, the fins that we oui ſelves have been 
guilty of. Alas, Sirs, that fin, with all the ingre- 
dieats and aggravations of it, as is ſaid, is as eal- 
ly your own fin, as the lies ye have mide with 
your own tongue, the profane oaths ye have 
ſworn, &c. Rom. v. 12. 19. By one man's fin death 
entered into the world, and death by fin, and fo death 
paſſed pore ail men, for that all have firined. — By 
one man's diſobedience many were made ſinners. And 
if it be not forgiven you, through the atoning 
blood of Chriſt, it will fink you into hell; and 


we know no fins that are forgiven but they are re- 


pented of expreſsly, if known, and virtually if un- 
known. We find David mourning over it, Pal. 
li. 5. Behold, I was ſbapen in iniquity ; ànd in ſin 
did my mot her conceive me. And fo ought all of 
us to mourn over it every day of our life, and 
have recourſe to the blood of Jeſus for pardon of 
tre I ſhall ſhew, 


Hou Adam's fin, in breaking the covenant of 
works, is the ſin of his poſterity. 

II. How Adam's fin of breaking the covenant 
of works is our fin, our breaking it. 

1. It is really ours in itſelf. It is not ours in 
its effects only, as a father's fin in riotouſly 
ſpeading his eſtate, reaches bis whole family, redu- 
cing them to poverty and want. Though the ef- 
fects of that riotous ſpending, the poverty, mi- 
ſery, and want, be theirs; yet the riotous ſpend- 
ing is the father's only. But ſo is it not in this 
caſe. It is true, the effects of it, the finful and 
penal evils following this fin, are ours; we ſee 
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mem, we feel them, and the moſt ſtupid groan 
under them; but the fin itſelf is ours too. And, 
(..) The guiir of it is ours, Rom. v. 18.— By 
the offence of one. judgement came upon all men to 
condemnation ; that is, the guilt of fin, whereby 
the foul is bound over to God's wrath, by virtue 
of the ſanction of the law. 'Thus that word is 
uſed frequently in the ſcripture ; as appears from 
Joha iii. 48.—#He that believeth not, is condemned 
already. Rom. viii. 1.—There is no condemnation 10 
them that are in *Chrift Jeſus : though it is often 
miſtaken for what we call damnation, by which 
is underitood the full execution of the law's ſen- 
tence after death, So the guilt of the eating of 
the forbidden fruit lies on all men natwally as 
their guilt; thovgh but. one man's mouth taſted 
it, the guilr of the crime ſcizes all men. Every 
man is bound over to God's wrath for it, till the 
Lord Jeſus, by an application of his blood to 
the ſoul, looſe the cords of death. 5 
(2.) The fault of it is ours, Rom. v. 1.— 
All haue fenned, namely, in Adam. The fault 
lies in its contraricty to the holy commandment ; 
this made it a faulty deed, a criminal action, a ſin. 
againſt God: and as ſuch it is ours. We in a. 
dam tranſgreſſed the law, broke through the 
hedge, and ſo broke the covenant. If the fault 
were not ours, a holy God would never puniſh 
us for it: but certain it is, that he does-puniſh 
the children of Adam for it, Rom v. 14. Death 
reigned from Adam to Moſes, even over them that 
had not founed after the ſimilitude of A mm tranſe 
grefſion. It is true indeed, God may puniſh one 
that is not really faulty, for the fault of an- 
other, if he do voluntarily ſubſtitute himſelf in 
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the room of the faulty, having a full power ſo 


to diſpoſe of himſelf; and that was the caſe of- 


Chriſt the Mediator: but that cannot be pretend - 
ed to be our caſe with reſpect to Adam's ſin. 

(3.) The ſtain and blot of it is ours. The 
whole nature of man was tainted with it, viti- 
ated, and blackened, and, through defilement 
and loathſomeneſs thereby, rendered incapable 
of and quite-unfic for communion with God, 
Gen. iii. 24. This ſin defiled the whole maſs of 


man's nature, from our father Adam going thro?” 


all his poſterity, like leaven through the whole 
tomp, 1 Cor. xv. 22. In Adam all die ; their fouls 
dic ſpiritually; his whole race by this fin en 
as dead carcaſes. 
Thus Adam's fin, in itſelf, is really ours. 
2. It is ours in law-reckoning ; God imputes it 
to us, charges it upon us all once, in our natu- 
ral ſtate; though whenever a ſoul believes in Chriſt, 
it is difimputed to that foul: Rom. viii. 1. There 
it nou no condemnation ts them that are in Chriſ Je 
fuss. But, by a ſentence paſſed in the court of 
heaven, all manFind are deeerned ſinners, tranſ- 
greſſors of the law, guilty of the firſt fin, and 
therefore liable to death, the penalty of the co- 
venant, Rom. v. 12. 19.—M!l have ſinned. iy one 
man's diſobedience many were made ſmners. And 
foraſmuch as the judgement of God is accord- 
ing to truth, the matter muſt ſtand in itſelf, as it 


is found in that law- reckoning: that is to ſay, be · 


cauſe we are really ſinners in Adam, therefore 
we are reckoned in law to be ſo: So that the im- 
putation of Adam's ſin to us, re preſup- 
peſo its being wal ours. * 
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Prof ef the amputation of Alam s firſt fit to 3 
1 lit poſterity. _ 

n. 1 Mall cvinee the truth of the decades 
and prove the imputation of Adam's firſt ſin, 
che ſin of breaking the covenant of works, by 
cutiug the forbidden fruit, to his poſterity, | 


1. The ſcripture plainly teacheth, that all ſinned 


in Adam, and were made finners by bis firſt fin, 
which was the breaking of the covenant of works, 

by enting the fruit of the forbidden tree, Rows 
v. 12. 19. both forecited. Where it is to be re- 
marked, (t.) That the apoſtle ſpeaks of the firſt 
ſin in both texts: for as in the 19th verſe he calls 
it that diſobedience ; ſo in ver. 12. the or that fin, 


by way of eminency, as ver. 14. 15. in oppoſition - 


to that obedience, by way of eminency, ver. 19. 
whereas ſpeaking of fin in general, ver. 1 3. he 


calls it fimply /in. Beſides, be ſpeaks of that ſin, 


by which death entered into che world; As by one 
man that ſin entered into the world, and by that 
fin death : but it is evident,. that it was by the 
firſt-fin that death entered into the world: There- 
fore all ſinned in Adam in breaking the covenant 
of works. This alſo is clear from the ſcope of 
this chapter, which is to account for the juſtiſica - 
tion of ſinners by the obedience of Chriſt, which 


the apoſtle does by ſhewing that Chriſt died in our 


room and ſtead, ver. 7.— 11. And he ſums up the 


whole matter in this concluſion, ver. 12.—- ere. 


fare, as by one man ſin entered into the world, and 
death by fin ; and fo death paſſed upon all men, fer 


that all have ſinned; and this concluſion he after- 


wards enlarges upon. The words, it is plain, muſt 
have ſomething An oy to make up the ſenſe; 
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and I conceive it is this: Wherefore tr is even as 
by one man that ſin entered into the world, &c. i. e. 
The matter of the juſtification of a ſinner before 
God lies even as the condemnation and death of 
Unners by that fin of one man, &c.' (z.) That 
the apoſtle determines all men to have ſinned that 
in. For that, or in whom * (as Mark ii. 4.) all 
have ſinned. But that this is the ſenſe, 8 
the words be rendered. appears, if it is con- 
fidered, [1.] That death entered into the world 
by that ſin, and ſo paſſed on all men: but, ac- 
cording to the apoſtle, it could not paſs on all men 
for that ſin, but for that all were the ſinners ; for 
where death comes, fin muſt needs be before; by 
the rule of juſtice no man can die for a ſin he is not 
guilty of. Lz. I If all ſinned, infants ſinned too: but 
infants are not capable of having ſinned other- 
wife than in Adam. The apoſtle teaches very 
plainly, that iafants are comprehended in theſe all, 
and that they finned, ver. 14. that bad not finned 
aſter the fimilitude of Miami tranſyrefſion, which 
clearly bears them to have ſinned another way. 
(3.) By that fin we were cenflituted or made fin- 
ners, ver. 19. not by conſeat and approbation, 
nor by imitation, but by imputation, as was ar- 
gued before; and confequemly, ſince the jndve- 
meat of God is n to truth, we finned 
that ſin. 

2. All are under the guilt * that fin in Adam, 
ti'l it be removed in juſtĩũcation by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt: they are, by virtue of that lin, beund 
over to death, and the eternal wrath of God, 
This the ſcripture! teaches evidently, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 


In Geeek is 5. The reader na ſe the different 
ways of rendering theſe words in Withus's Oecogomy 
of the covenants, book i. chap. 8 4 32. 
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In Adam all die. But how can they die in him, if 


they did not ſin in him? Rom. v. 12. By one 
man death paſſed upon all. Sin then behoved 
in the. firſt place by him to paſs on all: ver. 15. 
Through the offence of one many be dead. That of- 
fence therefore behoved to be their offence, ver. 
18. By the offence of ene, 1T was. (viz. the of- 
ferce) upon all men unto condemnation, i. e. the 
guilt of eternal wrath : but how could they be 
condemacd by a holy and juſt God for an offence 
that was not their offence, it being undeniable 
that they did not ſubſtitute themſelves, nor were 


| they ſubſtituted by another, in the room of the 


offender? When the apoſtle tells us, that there 
is therefore No w no condemnation to them that are in 


Chrift Jeſus, Rom. viii. 1. does he not plainly. 


teach us, (1.) That all who are not in Chriſt, are 
under condemnation, whoever he, be, Whether 


guilty of actual £n in their own perſons, or not, 


as ivfants and idiots? (2.) That even ſuch as'are 
nau in Chyiſt, were under condemnation, all a- 
long while they were not in him? Let mea take 
a view of our guilty ſtate in Alam, that wrath 


which by nature we ftand adjudged to, Eph. ii. 3. 


tcaches; and then con- 

re of God ; > they ſhall be 
ce ſinned in Adam, and that 
as his, and that that wrath 
on that account isfuſt, But corrupt unfubducd 
nature firſt framct to itſelf a notion of God's ju 


which the.{cripture, plaiu 


obliged to own, that 


ſtice, accor ding to its own principles, and then 


rejects this imputation as incooſiſtent therewith, 
and chen puts a ſenſe on clear ſeripture - texts a- 
grecable to its preconccived notions. 


3. The univerſal W and corruption: 
2. 
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of human nature is a dlaring evidence of this. 
Man is now deſpoiled of his primitive glory and 
integrity, the image of God, the redtitude of his 
nature, with which he was created: and inſtead 
of it, his whole nature is corrupted; there is in 
it a bent and propenſity to evil. His mind is dar- 
kened, his will perverſe, h's affectlions altogether 
diſorderly. He is born in this caſe, corruption is 
woven into his nature from the time he has a bę- 
ing in the womb ; Job xiv. 4. % can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean ? not one; John iii. 
6. That which is born of the fleſb, is fleſh.” Gen. 
vi. 5. Every wmapination of the huge of man's 
heart is only evil continually. Plal. li. 5. Behold, 7 
was ſbapen in iniquity ; and in ſin did my mother 
conceive me. There is a neceſſity of regenera - 
tion; without a man be born again, he is ruin- 
ed for ever, John ini. 3. He is naturally dead in 
{in, he muſt be raiſed from death; he is fo mar- 
ried, that he muſt be new-made, created to good 
works; elſe he will lie for exer void of ſpirituat 
life, utterly unable to do any thing but fin, Eph. 
ii. 5. 10, Such a nature, and fuck a frame of 
ſoul, is a fin, a fountain of fin. But without 
queſtion it is a miſery too, and the greateſt of mi- 
teries human nature is capable of, as ſetting men 
at the greateſt diſtance from God, the chief good 
Therefore it muſt be concluded to be a'punifh- 
ment of ſin too, and of ſome ſin previous to it, 
which can be none elſe but Adam's firſt fin. ' And 
that fin muſt be our ſin, the fin of all mankind, 
fince it is puniſhed at this fearful rate in us and 
all mankind. It is not poſſible to account for the 
juſtice of this diſpenſation otherwiſe. It was in- 
conſiſtent with the nature of God to have created 
man ia this caſe; yet thus we are from the time 


by 


| wer have a being as men. Is this from the Creator 
otherwiſe than as a puniſhment or̃ ſin ? Muſt it 
not be from ourſel ves, (Heſ.-xiii. 9. O {frael, 


thau hu /t deſt royed t hyſelhi ). as the authors of our . 


miſery, by ſinning againſt God, namely ſinning 


this ſin for no other caa have place here Tlie 
lay of natural generation without this will not 


ſalue the matter: for fo juſtice would have requi- 


even corrupt Adam ſhould. not have generated 
corrupt children. * Tis within'the compaſs of Om- 
nipotency, though not the compaſs of created 
power, to bring a clean thing out of an unclean, 
as was done in the cafe of the man Chritt : other- 


wiſe the.greateſt miſery and puniſhment, which , 


might have been averted, is inflicted- upon man- 
kind without any fault of theirs ; . which is more 
than abſurd. 

4. Though men venture to deny ſin in infants, 
N are without queſtion incapable of actual fin- 
ning in their own perſons, Rom. v. 14. & ix. 11. 
yet it is undeniable they are liable to miſery, 
pains, ſickneſs; and die as well as thoſe who are 
grown perſons. . The groans and tears of parents 
over the cradles, the moans and diſtreſs of poor 
harmleſs babes, the graves of the ſmalleſt ze in 
the church- yard, are demonſtrations of theſe. 
Yea, look to the old world ſwept away with the 


flood, and there you will fee the infants drowned 


with -the-finners of a hundred years old. Look 


to the overthrow of Sodom, and you will ſee 
them burat in the fire from heaven with the luſt- 
ful parents that begot them. Look to Jeruſalem .* 
when it was deſtroyed, and there you will ſee - 
them pining to death by famine, with the aged « 


L.3 


Tia the firſt Sin is turt, proved- rg 
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Haners. Then look up to heaven, and behold a 
Holy, juſt God, who ſent on theſe plagues, and con- 
ſider if it be conſiſtent with his holy nature to 
treat innocent ſinleſs perſons at that rate. And 
after all look into your Bible, and you will ſce 
how God is juſtified io all theſe, There you will 
ſee the threatening of death annexed to the fin of 
breaking the covenant of works, Gen. iii. 17. and 

feeing it executed upon them, ye muſt needs con- 


clude they are guilty. There vau find death paſſes | 


on all, for that a have finned, Rom. v. 12. reigns 


ever them that bad net ſinned after the femilitude of 


Adam's tranſjgreſſiin, ver. 14. and thence you muſt 
conclude them ſinners. There it appears, that 
the wages of fin is death, Rom. vi. 23.: they re- 
ceive the wages, they muſt have then wrought 
the work of ſin ; not in their own perſons ſare- 
iy, for they were not capable; therefore they 
tinned in Adam. As for the corruption of their 
nature, it juſtifies this procedure indeed; but yer 
the propagation of it to them, is owing to this firft 
fin : and the difpenfation-ef God in that matter 
muſt be juſtified, by their guilt of that ſin. 

5. Laſily, The compariſon ſtated in ſcripture 
betwixt Chriſt and Adam, plainly evinceth this. 
The apoſtle, Rom. v. 14. tells us that Adam was 
a type or figure of Chriſt; and x Cor. xv. 45. he 
calls the one the „rt Adam, the other the laft 


Alam. Whence it appears, that as Chriſt was 


the federal head in the covenant of grace; fo 
Adam was the federal bead in LBC FSe of 
works. Whence we may gather, 

(1.) That as Chriſt, in his obedience dnnn, 


ſ 00d not as a private perſon; but what be did and 
ſuffered, he did and ſuffered as a public perſon, to 


de imputzd to all his ſpiritual ſeed, 2 Cor. v. 21 
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For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no 
fin, that we might be made the: righteauſne/s' of God 
in him ſo Adam ſiuniag, and breaking the cove- 
nant of works, did what he did, not as à private 
man, whoſe guilt remains with himſelf, but as a 
public perſon, whoſe deed was to be imputed to 
all his poſterity, or natural feed, Rom. v. 18, 
By the off ence of . came wpon all men to 
condemnation. 

(2.) That ſince Adam was eventually A head of 
deſtruction and ruin to all bis feed, and Chriſt a 
head of reparation and ſalvation to all that were 
his feed of the ſhipwrecked multitude, 1 Cor. xy, 
22: For as in Adam all die, even fo in Chriſt ſball 
all be made alive; then as God laid on Chriſt the 
3aiquitics of all that are his, making them to meet 
en him, If. liii, 6. ſo Adam's fin was from him 
diffuſed, and came upon all that were his, Rom. 
v. 12. : for the one was to repair thoſe whom the 
other had deſtroyed; to pay their debts which 
they had been involved in by the other. 

(3-) As believers obeyed and ſatisfied in Chriſt 
their head in the ſecond covenant, ſo all men fin» 
ned in Adam their head in the firit covenant. The 
former is the doctrine of the ſcripture. The righ- 
reouſneſs of the law was fufillled in them, Rom. viii. 
4. They were cruciſied with him, Gal. ii. 20.3 
which further appears, in that they were raiſed up, 
and ſet in heaven in him, Eph. ii. 6. Hence the 
latter is eftabliſhed : We broke the law in Adam, 
and finned againft God in him: 

(4.) Laſtly, As we are made righteous by the 
obedience of Chriſt; ſo we are made finners by 
the diſobedience of Adam. So ſays the text. But 
we are made righteous by the obedicnce of Chriſt 
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- imputed to us, therefore we are made finners 
through the diſobedience of Adam imputed to us. 
Chritt's righteouſneſs is really ours, not in its ef - 
fects only, but in itſelf, being that very righteouſ· 


nefs on which we are acquitted and juſtiſied: 80 
Adam's fin is really ours, not in its effects only, 
but in itſelf, being that upon which we are all by 


nature condemned perſons, Rom. v. 18. As ſoon 
as we have a ſpiritual being in Chriſt, and are 


united to him by his Spirit and by faith, ſo ſoon is 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs ours: and as ſoon as we have 
a natural being as children of Adam, Adam's fin 


is ours. 


So much for the proof of this doctrine, That | 


Adam's firſt fin, the fin of breaking the covenant 
of works, by eating the forbidden fruit, is our 


fin, our breaking of it, or is imputed to * po- 


ſterity. 


The ground and reaſon of the imputation of Adam's 
firſt fin ſo his paſterity. 


VIV. I ſhall, hew the ground and reaſon why 
Adam's firit fin, or breaking of the covenant of 
works, is our fin, our breaking of it. This is 
the foundation of the imputation of that ſin to 
= and lies in theſe two things jointly. 

1. He was our natural or ſeminal head, the na- 
a root of all mankind, Acts xvii. 26. God 

ſet up the human nature in him pure and unde- 


filed, blefled him with fruitfulneſs, Gen. i. 28. 


and from him all mankind derive their pedigree. 


So that as Levi being in the loins of Abraham, 
when Melchiſedek met him, paid tithes in Abra- 


ham, Heb, vii. 9. 10, ſo we being in the loins af 
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Adam, Chen the tempter met him, Goned and 
by oke the covenant in him. But, 

2. Which is the main thing, He was our 13 
ral head in the covenant of works, our repreſen- 
tative in that bargain. . There was a proper cove- 
naut betwixt God and Adam; and in it Adam 
was not conſidered as a private perſon, but ſtoc d 
as the head of all mankind in it, acting for him - 


ſelf and for his poſterity whom he repreſented ; 


even ay the fecond Adam in the covenant of grace. 
And thus his fin was ours. Even as Abraham 
having the covenant made with him, was the fe- 
deral as well as natural head of Levi, being the 
covenant-head of the Jewiſh nation ; and there- 
fore Levi in his loins is reckoned to have paid 
tithes to Melchiſedek., 

The ſum of the matter lies here: All man- 
kind being originally one in Adam, were made le- 
gally one in him and with him, by the covenant 
of works entered into with Adam, as the head of 


Ia mankind, conſſituted by God himſelf, the in- 


finitely-wile and abſolute Lord of all the crea- 
tures. By the bond of the covenant ſuperadded 
to the natural tie betwixt him and us, we were 
made one with him, to all the purpoſes of the 
covenant. And being thus one with him, bis fin 
in breaking of the covenant was ours as well as 
his. The being of this covenant I have already 
proved, and have alſo accounted for the equity 


Eud juſtice of this diſpenſation. 


The dectrine of the imputatian of Adam's a 
5 in to bis poſterity, applied. Bs 's 


Us I. This truth ſeryes to dicorer, quod fee. 
:ore your eyes, 
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1. The malignant nature of fin. *Tis an in- 
feftious vapour, a piague, a peſt to maukind, of 
2 killing nature, where-cver it comes. One ſin- 
ner of mankind infegted the whole race ; one 
morſel of that leaven Mes tlie whole nature 


of man. Us the ſp'ritual peitiience in the world, 


that makes more ſpiri ual havock than fire and 
ſword; an emblem of Which God is giving this 
day in France by a bodily pellilence, with which 
alſo he is ttreatening theſe nations“ . *Tis So- 
 lomon's obſervatian, That one finner defirayeth 
much g99d, Eccl. ix, 18. This is emphatically re- 
preſented to us in the caſe of Adam, and often in 
the caſe of many particul ar ſinners among us, 
whoſe ſphere of activity is more narrow; -but-O 
what deſtruction do they make within their 
bounds | This malignity ot it appears, 

(.) In its ſpreading from the finer to all that 
are concerned in him, deſtroying and breaking 
down like a flood where it comes. The peace and 
perky, of the whole world was marred by Adam's 

Do; and the peace and purity of leſſer ſocietics is 
ſtil marred with the fins of others. Heb. xii. 15. 


The apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians to lack diligently, 


iet any ret of bitterneſs ſpringing up, trouble 
them, and thereby many be drfiled. How many ſuch. 
roots of bitterneſs are ſprung up in our land, 
wherewith the peace and purity of church and 
ſtate are both marred together at this day! How 
many ſuch have ſprung up, and are ſtill ſpringing 
up among us, whoſe pangs of luſt may the quict 
of families, leave a blot on them, make the con- 


* This part of the ſubject was preached in Novem- 
ber 1721, at which time the plague raged in France. 
Happily Great Britain and Ireland 3 that dread- 
ful ſcourge. 


„ 
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gregation a reproach, and to ſtink in the noſtrils 


of the ſober part of their neighbours! 


(2.) In that when the ſinner is dead ind gone, 
his fin ives and works atter-him, Lis long fince 
Adam died, but {till his ſin is working. Jero- 
baam finned ſo in his life, as that he opened ſuch 


a fluice, as ran for ſeveral generations after he was 


ſilent in the grave. And thus do the-firis of ma- 


py {lt live and deſtroy much good, after they are 
gone. And therefore, beſides the particular 


judgement at death, there is a general judgement 


at the end of the world, where people muſt an- 
ſwer for the miſchicf done by the current of their 
fin in the world after they were gone out of it. 

2. The awtul and tremendous holy ſovereignty 
of God, whoſe judgements are always juſt, but 
often unſearchable. When one confiders how 
God made the angels iadependent upon one ano- 


ther as to ſtanding and falling, but comprehended 


the whole race of mankind under one federal 
head; whom alſo, in the depth of his ſovereign 
wiſdom, be permitted to fall, when he could have 
beld him up; ſo as all mankind are ruined in 
him: muſt we not cry out, © the depth of the 
riches b:th of the uiſlam and knbwiedge of God?! 
hv unſearchable are his judgements, and his ways. 
paſt firing out! Rom. xi. 33. The diſpenſation 
was juſt, be can do us no wrong; it was becoming 
the divine perfections, and defigned for holy ends 
in the depth of wiſdom. But in the mean time, 
there is need of a hol) humbplc ſpirit to adore the 
ſovereignty of it. 

3. The impoſſibility of our obtaining ſalvation 
by the way of this covenant, What hopes can 


we have of living by doing, when it has miſ- 


— 
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given in our head already, when we were Fitted 
for working at another rate than we can pretend 
to be now ? We have already broken thar ec ver. 
nant, fallen under the penalty of it, the which've 

muſt needs diſcharge, before we can have acces to 


begin again on new ground, to look for life by 


keeping it better. And who of us is able to diſ- 
charge that debt to the juſtice of God? Therefore 


by the deeds of the law ſball no fleſb be Julie in 


his fight, Rom. iii. 20. 
4. The glory of the contrivance of the ſetond 


covenant by the ever-blefſed Trinity, and of the 
performance of it by the ſecond Adam in our na- 
ture. Look here and behold the neceſſity of it 
for our ſalvation : What could they have done for 
themſelves, who had ruined themfelves, and were 
brought into the world in a ſtate of condemnation? 

There was a neceſſity of the obedience and death 
of Chriſt in that cafe, Luke xxiv. 26. Out not 
Ori ti have ſuffered theſe things *—Behold the 
ſuitableneſs of it: Man was ruined by Adam's 
breaking the firſt covenant, and the remedy is 
provided by Chriſt's keeping the fecond covenant. 
—Debold the pe erfectiou of it: It takes away not 
only this ſin, but all other ſins too. Ho ſtrong is 
the grace of Chriſt, that is able to ſtop the tor- 
rent of Adam's ih, increaſed with innumerable 

perſonal ſins runbing with it in one 1 


Lat. v. 16. 
5. Laſily, A notable ehre of bellovary 


faith as to the impntartisn of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs and death unto them, upon-their embracing; 
the covenant of grace. Is Adam's fin ours by 
virtue of our union with him as the federal head 
in the covenant of works? Surely Chrilt's righ- 
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teouſneſs, obedience, and death, are no leſs ours 


in virtue of our union with Chriſt, the federal 
head in the ſecond covenant. That od who im- 
putes the one to all mankind for condemnation, . 


will much more impute the other to believers for 


- Juſtification. 


Use II. This doctrine ſerves to ſtir up to ſes 
veral duties. And, 
1. Be convinced of this fin as your lin. Take 
it home to yourſelves among the reit ot the pieces 
of guilt, chargeable upon you before the Lord. 
God charges it on all mankind as their ſin: all 


men therefore ought to charge it on themſelves, 


ſince he is the Amen, the faithful and true wit- 
nefs, and cannot cbarge any with guilt falſely or 
by miſtake. It is hard to convince men of this: 
but when the Spirit of the Lord comes to carry 
the work of conviction through, he will faſten 
this conviction on the conſcience among others: 
And bow can one ſue for the pardon of that fin 
which he will not admit the conviction of? 

2. Confeſs and mourn over this fin before the 
Lord. Be humbled under the ſenſe of it, and 
anxiouſly inquire how ye may be ſaved from it, 
and the wrath and curſe of God due to you for 


it. Conſider ſeriouſly how this debt is on your 


head by nature, how you are tranſgreſſors from 


the womb, breakers of covenant with God, fallen 


under the penalty of the covenant of works, by 


your not fulfilling the conduion of it, but wan. 


greſſing the covenant. Live no more unconcern- 
ed about it, but ſiſt your guilty conſciences in this 
point particularly before the Lord; and let that 
fear and ſorrow work in your ſouls on this head, 


that ovght to be in the caſe of fins committed ty 
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_—_ The Doctrine applied. Part III. 
vou in your own perſons, I ſhall enforce this 
with ſome motives. 53 
Motive 1. Confider that it is really ;youy Non, 
by which you have offended God, brdken his'to- 
venant, and made yourſelves liable to eternal 
wrath. And ſhall it not lie heavy on your ſplrits, 
that you have thus finned ? Rom. v. 19. If ie be 
really your fin, your debt ye are involved in by 
the miſmanagemeat of your firſt father; can it bo 
{afe to be unconcerned about it, while a holy juſt 
God is the party ye have to do with? 
Aa. 2. It is the fountain of all the fins and 
miſeries that ever have been found with you, Ye 
are guilty before God of fins of heart, lip, and 
life; theſe muſt ſometime be a terror ro the ſoul; 
But whence did all this flow, but from your corrupt 
nature, averſe to all good, and prone to all evil ? 
And whence had you that nature, but from the 
guilt of this fin lying on you? Ye have been 
plunged in a gulf of miſeries: even frum the 
womb to this day the clouds have been returning 
after the rain. Trace them to the ſpring=head, 
and you will find they all iſſue from this fm.» » And 
what fin can ye truly mourn over to purpoſe, if 
ye do not mourn over the fountain of all? What 
calls more loudly for repenting and mourning 
than this leading lin ? wa 10 


Met. 3. While the gui't, of this fin lies upon | 


you, ye loſe all yeur labour in ſtriving to get the 
guilt of other fins removed, or to get your 1:ves 


reformgd.. That is but to thut the door While 


che grand chief is in the houſe; to labour to dry 
up the, ſtrcams, while ye are at no pains to get 


the poiſonous fountain ſtopt: the which is labour 


ig vain, And 'tis the overlboking of this that is 


„ . 
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the * of the apoſtaſy of many who ſometimes 
have made ſuch a fair appearance; and is alſo the 
caule of the prevalence of a legal diſpoſition that 
is ſo much at this day among profeflors. 

Mot. 4. Laſtly, If je get not the pardon of i it, it 
will ruin you for ever, Rom. v. 18. Hereby ye are 
condemned; and a pardon only can reverſe the ſen- 
tence. Ye muſt then ſuc out the pardon of it; 
aud if you come to God on that errand, be ſure 
your ſouls will be humbled and broken within you 
tor it. 

And if ye would have your hearts duly affected 
with this fin, (I.) Labour to lay alide your car- 
nal reaſonings, and believe God's word is the 
word of truth and righteouſneſs, which fixes this 
guilt on all mankind, and particularly on you. 
Theſe reaſonings in this matter are dangerous, and 
can tend to nothing but hardening the heart, and 


caſting diſhonour on God. (2.) How ye natural: 


ly trace the ſteps of Adam in his breakiog of the 
covenant, fo bearing fallen Adam's image moſt 
lively, as I ſhewed elſewhere . The confidera- 
tion of this may ſerve to prove the fact upon us, 
while we do ſo readily fall into the fame way again, 


as far ag we have occaſion. (3- ) Confider the righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt, which is to be the ſame way 
imputed to all believers, - and ſhall be imputed to 
you on your believing. There is a gift of righte- 
ouſneſs to be imputed, as well as that debt of ſin 
is charged upon you. 

-Laftly, Let this ſtir you up to quit your hold of 


the-firſt Adam and bis covenant, and flec for life 


* See Fonrfold ſtate, ſtate ii. head 1. 3 the wie, 


That man's nature is corrupted. 
M 2 


0 
#1 
tf 
Y 
J 
2 
A 
1 
J 
I 
1 * 
1 
= 
q 
. 


„ 


e 


124 The Doctrine applied. Part III. 


and ſul ation to the ſecond Adam in the ſecond 
covenant, uniting with him by faith. The offer 
of the \gqfpel is made 10 you: 3 Lord ade 
a grant of his Son as a quickening head td poor 
finners: Believe it, embrace the offer, accept hea- 
ven's gift; otherwiſe ye will be ruined not only by 
the breach of the firſt covenant, , but by deſpifing 
of the ſecond, : RN ug 

If ye be ot thoſe to whom that iniquity is forgi- 
ven, ye will highly prize the ſecond Adam; for 
unto them that believe he is precious, 1 Peg. it, 7. 
Ye will be holy and tender in your walk, the 
power of fin being broken where the guilt is re- 
moved, Rom. viii. 1. Le will be dead to the law, 
and denied to hour own righteouſneſs, making 
Chriſt's fulfilling of the covenant your only 
plea for life and ſalvation, Matth. v. 3. Phil. 
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Thus far of the breach of the covenant of 
works, and the extent of it. 
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The Condition of Men when under the 8 
Covenant of Works ; and their ' dreadful: 
State under the Curſe. 


S ECT 1. 


The State of many Men under the broten cen 


of Works ; who they are ; the Effect of that Co- 
venant upon them and the. Reaſons why ſo many 
continue under it. 


GALATIANS iii. 10. 


For as many as are of the works of the lau, are un- 
der the curſe : for it is written, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written: 
in the bock of the lau to do them. 


Aving diſcourſed of the breakfog of the c 0 
venant of works by all mankind in Adam, 


we are next to inquire into the ſtate and caſe: 
M 3 
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of ſinners under that broken covenant. Ang that 
the text ſhews4o be a very lamentable andiganger- 
ous one. Ina ſhipwreck, when the ſhip is daſhed 
in pieces upon a rock, how heavy is the eaſe. of the 
crew among the raging waves? The ſkip can no 
more carry them to the barbour, but failing them 
leaves them to the mercy of the waves. If one 
can get a broken plank to hold by, that is the 
greateſt ſafety there; but that doth oftery but hokt 
ia their miſerable lives for a little, till the paſſen- 
gers are ſwallowed up. Such, and unſpeakably 
worſe, is the caſe of ſinners under the broken co- 
venant of works, which leaves them under. the 
curſe, as we ſee in the text. In which we have, 
1. The covenant-ſtate of ſome of mankind, 
yea, of many of them. They are of the works of 
the lau: it is the ſame thing as to be of the law of 
works; that is, to be under the covenant: of 
works. So the works of the law are oppoſed to 
the gy of faith, Gal. iti, 2. that is, the law to 
the goſpel, the covenant of works to the covenant 
of — But: the apoſtle in our text intimates their 
covenant-ſtate, by a phraſe which, in the firſt place, 
deſigns their habitual courſe and practice, viz. to 
ſeck life and ſalvation by the works of the law; 
but, in the next place, deſigns the covenant they 
are under, whereof their practice is a plain evi- 
detice.” They are oppoſed to. thoſe: who are of 
faith; who; beiag under the covenant of grace, by 
faich look * life and ſal vation mw el 


works. 

The phraſe, tee many as are ae * th | 
lrw, imports, that there are others who are not 
under that coven unt. In the ſcripture we read of 
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tuo couen ants, Gal. ix. 24. Each of theſe] have 


to forts; af men; ſame under the covenant. of, 
grace, others ſtill remaining under the covenant 
of works; which the phraſe, under the curſe, doth 

alſo bear ; for fince they are under the curſe of 
the law or covenant of works, they are ſurely un- 
der-the law or-covenant itſelf ; for what/cever "the 


law faith, it faith to them aim under the aw, 


Te 8 
2. The ſtate and caſe "of men — *. that cover 
nant ;. They are under the curſe, The covenant 
is broken, and ſo they are fallen under the penal- 
ty : the duty of the covenant is neglected and caſt 
off ; and ſo they are under the curſe of the cove- 
nant. As the bleſſing or promiſe, which they 
have loſt, comprehends all good for time and e- 
ternity, ſoul and body; ſo the curſe comprehends 
all evil on ſoul and body, for time and eternity. 
Lo be under the curſe is to be by thelaw's ſentence 
; ſeparated and deſtined to evil, according to the 
threatetüng, Gen. ii. 17. — In the day that thou 
Gy thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 2 ti 
The proot and evidence of this their miſer- 


- able ſtate and caſe : For it is written, Curſed is e- 


very one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them. There is 


an extract of the ſentence: of the law, which is 
ſanding againſt them, Deut. xxvii. 26. Curſed be 
» he that confirmeth nat all the words of 3 


do them. That ſets the matter in full light, from 

whence the conſcience of every man under that 
covenant anay conclude him under the curſe; 
The two following. doctrines comprehend. the 
full ſcope of the words, namely, 


i M 


their children: and fo the world is divided into; . 
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Doc. I. There are fome, yea many, of man- 
kind, who are fill under the broken cauonant of. 
works. [ « i * 


Doc r. II. Man in his natural flate, being un- 
der the broken covenant LH works, is Spidey 40 
curſe. I | 


Many bebe, * cont inu⸗ cave the broken 
. --. -Covenant of works. 


Doc, I. There are ſome, yea many, man- 
kind, who are Fill under E broken covenant Y. 


works. 


© — 
$3 1 


In the ER of this end T mall, . 

I. Eviuce the truth of the doctrine, Thar there 
are ſome, yea many, of mankind, Who are ſtill 
under the broken covenant of works. 
II. Peſeribe men are under this 
broken covenant. N 0 

III. Shew what is the effe& of the broken co- 
venant of works upon them. 

IV. Shew why ſo many remain ſtill under ab. 
en covenant. 

V. Laſtly, Apply the ſubject. 


Prof of the dactrine, that many, perfons 1 | 


cant inue under the broken cavenant of works. 


1 1 ſhall evince the truth of this do&rine, That. 
there are ſome, yea,. many of mankind, who are 
ſtill under the broken covonant of: works. This 
vill clearly appear, if ye conſider, | 
- 1, That there are but ſew that foall be Auel 
Marth, vii. 14 Chriſt's Wale is but a very 577// Huck, 


1 
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Luke xii. 32. But all who are brought from un 
der the covenant of works, are brought into the 
covenant of grace; Rom. vi. 14. they are net un- 
der % Mu, but under grace; and all who are 
within the bond of the covenant of grace, are of 
Cauriſt's flock, and ſhall. be ſaved, Heb. viii. 10. 
Hence it follows, that the moſt part of mankind. 
are left under the covenant of works. The truth 
is, all men by nature. are under it, and ſo 
are born under CN curſe, Eph. ii. 3. And. ma- 
ny live and die under it; and therefore the ſen- 
tence againſt the whole wretched herd of the con- 
demned world, runs in theſe terms, - Depart frem. 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, &c. 

2. he ſcripture is plain on this head. The apoſtle 
tells us, that there are ſome under the law, Rom. 
ill, 10. to whom the law doth ſay, what it ſays for 
vive and condemnation; and that is under 
the law as a cavenant of works, for otherwiſe all 
ate untler it as a rule of life. It curſeth and 
condemneth many, Gal. iii. 10. Curſed is every 
ent, Viz. who is under the law; for its curſe can- 
not reach others, there being no condemnation 0 


" them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. viii. 1. It con- 


demns all unbelievers, John iii. 18.— He that be- 
lieveth not, it condemned already, viz. by the ſen- 
tene of the law as the covenant of works; for 
the covenant; of grace condemns no man; John 
v. 45. faid our Lord to the Jews, Do nat thin 
that J. will accuſe You to the Father ; there is one 
2 * , even Moſes, in N n ye truft. 
7. if any man bear my werds, 
and 1. a 1 judge bim not ; for I, came: not * 
judge the. wor, 5 70 [ave the world. 
3. As all men in Adam were Uked into the a 


r 30 | Prof, that many are Hill under Part IV. 


venant of works, ſo no man can be freed from 
the obligation of it, but they who are diſcharged 
from i it by God, who was man's party in it. This 
is evident from the general nature. of contracts. 
Aad none are diſcharged from it, but on A full 
anſwering of all it could demand of them, Marth 

v. 18. For ſaid our Lord, Till heaven and eart 

paſr, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe baſs from 
the law, till all be Sulfilled. This no man can at- 
tain unto, but by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, whereby 
the ſoul appropriates and applies to iclelk Chriſt's 
obedience and ſatisfaction offered in the goſpel; 
and fo pleading theſe, gets np the diſcharge: For 


being Juſtified by faith, we have peace I Q od | 


through our Lerd Feius Cirijt, Rom. v. But 
certain it is, that all men have not Lin, nay 
few have it: therefore few are diſcharged from 
the covenant of works, but moſt part are bil 
under it. 


J. Freedom from the covenant of n is 1 


ſuch a privilege as requires both price and power, 
each of them infiaite, to inveſt a ſinger with it. 

The finer is by nature under the covenant of 
works, bound to perfect obedicnce to its com- 
mands, to complete ſatisfaction of its ſanQion, 
None but Chriſt was able to purchaſe the ſihner's 
freedom from that covenant, ſince none but be 
could anſwer its high demands. When the fin- 
ner's freedom is purchaſed, he is fo loath to pirt 


with that covenant, that none but the Spirit of 


Chrift, in his day of power, can make him will- 


ing to come away from under it. 80 it is the pe- 


culiar privilege of the elect, for whom Chriſt 
died; yea, of believers, whom the Spirit of 
Chriſt has tranſlated from the Eingdom of dark- 
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neſs. into che kingdom of light, - Rom, Vis 4. 
Gil. ii 19. Ku g 
* ' There ; are many who All live as they vere 
born; in the ſame ſtate wherein their father 
Adam left them, when he broke; who were ne- 
ver to this day in any due concern how to be dif. 
charged from the debt he left upon their head, or 
of che band of the covenant of works which in him 
they eutered into. How can it be then, but that 
the debt remains, and the bond is uncancelled as 
to them? In one of the/two Adams all mankind 
ſtand to this day 3 ſome in the firſt Adam, bear- 
ing the image of the carthly, io and death; others 
in the ſecond Adam, bearing the image of the hea - 
venly, life and ſalvation. The tranſlation from 
the firſt io the ſecond none meet with in a morn- 
ing- dream both law and goſpel have a part to act 
in their ſouls, ere this work can be effected. | 
6. Lafily, There are but two, covenants, viz. 
af warks and .grace, Gal. iv. 24. as there never 
were bur two ways of life and ſalvation, by works 
and by grace; and but two federal heads of man- 
Kind, the firſt and ſecond Adam. Under one of- 
theſe covenants, and but under one of chem, e- 
very ſon and daughter of Adam muſt be; either 
undes the law, or under grace, Rom. „i. 4. The 
covenang, of grace has not bgen ſo much AJ ex- 
tern: ally, real. d or preached to Many) in the 
worl j and among thoſe. to whom it is, how few - 

* . 90580 who have really and truly embraced it 2 
99 any, Gand at a diſtagze from. it, as they 
wall 40 b tram. fetters, of iron? Since therefore 
but f few ag within che bond,,of the covenant of 
grace, it 15 evi ent that moſt men are under the 
covenant of works. 


2 6 2046 . 
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This is a weighty inquiry; tis in eſſect, whojare 
they that are under the curſe ? becauſe all that are 


if 
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Hence e — ern is 
iniſcrable, end the che. bat 


ee e the coven 
y 2 e 


poſed wasy 


* 


It. The ſecond thing pro 


under it, now that i is broken, are under the che. 
Therefore take heed to it, aod apply what may 


de offered on this head, I ab 
things, to make this the more clear. We 


1. Men may be under rhe opvenent of works, 
and yet living under the external diſpenſation-of 
che covenant of grace. There is a great fdifferente 


+» betwixt. one's vifible church-ſtate, and, the tats,of 


. their ſouls before the Lord. [he poyenantiof 
grace was preached to Adam in paradiſe, Cen Fi. 


15. yet was he in hazard of runs ing back ty the 
covenant»of works, ver. 22. The Jewgzbhaſrbe 


diſpenſation of the covenant of grace among them, 
and the ceremonial law clearly held out the way 


cf falyation by the Meſſiah, yet moſt of them 
vere under the chvenant of warksy being. ſans of 


the bond woman. So under the goſpeldjſpenſa · 
tion to this day, many to whom the coverage of 
grace, is offered, xontinue under the cougrmnelot 
works, Pis one thing to hear the new cotenunt 
proclaimed; anotber thing to accept it by taith. 


2. Men may receive tha ſeals o tha co ven ant of 


grace, and yet be under thereovermntoof works. 
Circumciſion was a feal of the covenant of prave, - 
yet many who received it, were mill ſons of the 


. bond-woman, to be caſt out from inheriting with 


and yet remain under the covenant of works. 
Many miſs their mark in their covenanting with 
God, and inſtead of accepting. God's covenant of 
grace, make a covenant of works with God, upon 
other terms than Adam's covenant was, for which 


dl. . a broken, — Works. 1 
the children, Gal. iv. 24. 25. 30. And fo will 
many who are «baptized in the name of - Chriſt, 
and have partogk of the Lord's ſup 
diſawned at the laſt day, by the Head of the ſe-. 
cond-covenant, as hope of his, Luke xjii. 26. for- 


| afaweh 9s ahep never realy: came joto the hond.of 
"that covenant, - , 
is 3- Men may be convinced i in their conſciences 


& til... Where are they who are ſo very ſtupid, 
t think that they can obtain ſalva 


by per- 
ect obedience to the law? The Phariſees of old. 


and the Papiſts ta this day, will not venture their 
falvation-on the abſolute perfection of their own 


obedience; yet the Former lived, and the latter 
do live under that covenant. Let no man deceive 


| himſelf here; ſuch a conviction as hardly any 


man can ſhun, is not ſufficient to divorce a * 


from the law or covenant of works. 

4. Laſtly, Men, upon the offer of the covenant 
of grace made to them, may aim at accepting of it, 
and ſo enter into a perſonal covenant with God, 


there is no warrant in the word. The Galatians 


did not caſt off Chriſt's righteoufneſs altogerher, 


but only mixed their own works with his: and 


thus do many ſtill, looking on their faith, repen- 
tance, and obedience, ſuch as they are, to be 
the fulfilling of a law, upon you * are to be 
* of God. 
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. covenant. For if any man be in Chrift,” be is 
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134 in the are that are under Panty | 
| But more . and Aue, 

1, All unregenerate bees wesen ik co- 
venant of works. Where is the unconverted man 
or woman, living in the ſtate of irregeneracy; 
ſtrangers to a ſaving change on their ſouls? That 
man or woman is yet a branch of the old Adam, 
growing on the old ſtock, a ſtranger to the new 
covenant, becauſe not in Chriſt the head of the 


new creature: old things are paſſed away ; behold, = 
all things are become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. Such an 
unregenerate perſon is ſtill under the covenant of 
works. This is evident, in that the death con- 
ained in the threatening of that covenant has full 
ſway over them, ſo that they are dead in *reſpaſſes 
and fa, Eph. iii. 1. 5. They lie yet without ſpi - 

ritual life, as the firſt Adam left them. They 
have no comraunjion with the ſecond Adam, elſe 
they had been quickened ; for he is a n 


head, as the other was a killing one. 


-2dly, All that have not the Spirit of Chriſt 


dwelling in them, are under the covenant of 
works. For if any. man have not the Spirit of 


Chrift, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. And ſays 
the ſame apoſtle, Gal. v. 8. But if ye be ted by the 


Spirit, ye are not under the law. It is one of the 
firſt promiſes of the covenant of grace, che gi. 


ving of the Spirit, Ezek. xxxvii. 29.—A new $pi- 


rit will I put within you. And the Spirit of Chriſt 
once entering into à man never changes his hubl- 


cation. For, ſaid Chriſt himſclf, John xte. 16. 


IJ will pray the Father, and he ſhall give yo anb-. 


ther Comforter ; that be may abide with you for e. 
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ver. Wo to thoſe chen chat have not the Spirit 
of grace, they are under the curſe. And ſuch 
are all prayerleſs perſons, Zech. xii. 10-3 igno- 


rant, unconvinced fingers, who have not yet ſcen 


their loſt and ruined ſtate, John xvi. 8. ; refrac 
tory and rebellious. ones, who will not be heds 
Sed! in within the Lord's way, Ezck. XXXVI. 27. 
carnal men, who are under the government of 
their on luſts and unruly paſſions, Gal. v. 16. 


3. All uabelie vers, John i iii- 18. Whoſoever | 


is deſtitute of ſaving faith is under the covenant 
of works: for it is by faith. that one is brought 
within the bond of the covenant of grace, is 
married unto Chrifl, being dead to the law. Eve - 
ry ſoul of man is under one of the two huſ⸗ 
bands, Chriſt or the law; All believers have their 
Maker for their Huſband; and all unbelievers:have 
the law as a covenant of works for theirs, a rigo- 
rous huſband, a weak one, who can do nothing 
for their life and falvatlon, bur for heir ruin. and 
deſtruction. Faith unites the ſoul to Chriſt, Eph. 
1. 17. The unbeliever, what though he go about 
the duties of religion, walk ſuberly and ſtrictly, 
be is not joined to Chriſt, therefore he remains 
under the covenant of works, under the curſe. 
4. All unſanctified unholy perſons, Rom. vi. 
14. The doQrival ſlaking ſinners down, under, 
and vreathing about their necks the; yoke of tbe 
law as a covenant of, works, is fo far from being 
a. proper method to bring them to holinefs and 
good works, that contrariwiſe they ſhall never be 
holy, never do one good work, till ſuch time as 
2 are fairly rid of that yoke, and fit down un- 


der the ne of grace. 80 * bol | 
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136, o they are that are under Part IV. 
neſs is an infallible mark of one delivered from ' 
the law; and unholineſs, of one that is yet hard 
and faſt under it, Gal. v. 18: forecited. Legaliim 
is rank enmity to true holineſs, is bur a devil tranſi 
formed into an angel of light, and never prevails 
fo in the church as in a time of apoftaſy, growing 
unholideſs, untendernefs, regardleſſueſs of the 
commands of God, when all fleſh has corrupted 
their ways. Take for an exatnple, Popery the 
grand apcſtaſy. What ſer of men that call them» 
jeives' Chriſtians, fet up for the law and good 
works iu their doctrine, more than they do? and 
among whom is there leſs of theſe to be found ? 
How can they be but unholy, who are under the 
covenant of works? for there is no communion 
with God in the way of that covenant now; ſo 
ſanctifying influences are ſtopt, and they muſt 
wither and pine away in their iniquity. Whereas 
when once the ſoul is brought out from that co- 
venant into the covenant of grace, the courſe of 
ſanctifying influences is opened, the clean and 
cleanſing water flows into their ſouls: the Head 
of the covenant is a holy head, conveying holi- 
neſs to his members; the Spirit of the covenant 
is a ſanctifying Spirit ; the promiſes of the cove- 
nant are promiſes of holineſs; the blood of the 
covenant is purifying blood: and ina word, eve- 
ry thing in the covenant tends to nme _ 
making holy the covenanters 

5. All profane, looſe, and liceniious men, are 
under the covenant of works, Rom. vii. 5. & viii 
2. Theſe men of Belial are under that beavy 
yoke. For under that covenant being broken, fin 
and death have the force of a law upon the ſub- 
jets, as the worms, ſtench, and rottenneſs do- 
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, mincer id the grave withour control. ne 
ſeta ſo many; profane lives, unclean, drunkards, . 
ſwearers, liars, thigyes, cheatera, oppreſſurs, and o- 
chert valk ing after their own; luſts ; he may con- 
clade: all che ſe to be evidences and conſequents of 
the cu of, the broken covenant on them: even- 
hen v0 g through à field full of briers, 
thorns, thiſtles, nettles, &c. ye may ſigh and ſay, 
Theſe are the product of the curſe laid on, the 
earth. Theſe people think they walk at liberty; 
but what liberty is it ? Even ſuch as that mad- 
man cnjoycd, Mark v. 4- who. had been often 
bound with» fetters and chains, and the chains 
had been plucked afunder by him, and the fetters 
hruken in pieces 3 neither could any man tame. 
him. The ixuth is, they are the arrauteſt ſlaves 
an carth; who are ſlaves to their own, domineer-= 


ing dluſts and paſſions: 2 Pet. ii. 19. M hile they! 
premij/e them liberty, they themſelues are the ſervants. 
/ corruption: for of whom à man is. overcomt, | of. 
the fame it he brought in bondage. Such kindly; 
flaves are they of the worſt of maſters, that they 
haveloſt all juſt notion and ſeals n 3 
Pal. cx. 45. * wes. x* ya 
116: All mere moralifts, ſuch a 86 in 
with common honeſty and ſobriety, living in the 
man titne ſtrangers to religious exerciſes, and 
virnoe a form of godlineſs;/\/ Theſe are under 
te covenant- of works, as ſeck ing juſtification 
and acceptance wich- God, by zbdwytodformity 
(fuchrasir fs) to the letter of the law Gul. v. 4. 
Tkeſe are they who pleaſe themſelves, > in their 
wronging? no many doing juſtly betwixt? man 
and mam, and in their pretended keeping of a 
ane eee God ; Mhile in the mean time 
2 % i Une N iy eee 3247 Bs n 
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the rottenneſs of their hearts a 2 in „ 
ignorance of God and Chet, at the way of f. 
vation by him, their — trum the dvty 
of prayer and other holy exercifes. Some of theſe 
have that ſcripture much in their mouths, Mita 
vi. 8.—-What doth the Lord require of ther, hut tu 
Jufily, and to laue mercy, and to walk humbly with: 
thy Gad little conſidering that the laſt clauſe 
thereof writes death on their foreheads. They 
are under the covenant of works with a witneſs, 
having betaken themſelves to their threds of mo- 
rab honeſty, as fa many hroken boar ds of that. 
alt wir. © 
7. Laſtly, All formal hypocrites, or legal pro- 
feſſors, cheſe ſons and daughters of the bond -· wo- 
man, Gal. iv. 24. 25. Theſe are they who have been 
convinced, but never were converted; who, have 
been. awakened by the law, but were never laid to reſt 
by the goſpel; who are brought 10 duties, but have 
never been brought out of them to Jeſus, Cpriſt 3 
who pretend to be married to Chriſt, but were ne- 
ver yet divorced from nor dead to the law > and ſo 
are ſtill joined to the 'firſt huſband, the law; 5.2. 
covenant of works. Though they be ſtrict and 
zealous profeſſors, and therein go beyond, many; 
they are as really enemies to Chriſt as the profane. 
arc, Rom. x. 3. For they being ignorant, of C 4 
righteouſneſs, and going about to eftabliſh (here cin 
righteonſntſs, have not ſubmitted. n the 
rightecuſneſs of God, Though they will not let an 
opportonity of duty flip, bat take heed te cheir 
ways, and Gare not walk at random, as many do: 
all that they do is under the influenge of the, co- 
venant of works, and hh we God, regards id 
* rp tay! remain u der the curl; 10 Hil od br - 
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them; that they require of them perfect obedience, 
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Wer, hat is the effet of the. 
bnbkemwcovertars en — W who are. 
under it. % „ | 
SH £01 745) Sa FEET hf? ; 
* ofthe commaning your s ah: covenant. 
642.8 © of works. tt 


5 has and exertiſes a Ce Ge power 
over them, binding them to its obedience, with 
the ſtrongeſt bonds and ties of authority. Its 
arc coptained in the fiery law delivered 
from mount Sinai, out of the midft of the fur, 
Deut. v. 42. The obedience of them, which it 
binds unto, 1 perfect obedience, every way peu 
fect, Luke 15 27. 28. It has its full con commanding 
power over them all that are under it. It Has be- 
— 2 d whether or not believers are ſet 
free fre the commanding power of the cove- 
nant f works, as well as from the con- 
dewinitig” pow er of it. We own the ten com- 
ma . ien were delivered on mount Sinai, 
to be me eternal role of.. righteouſ „ and 
thut "theſe are rue of God in the band 
of jeſus Chriſt to believers, a rule of life to 


9 


Net 


and have all the binding power over them, that - 
the ſovereign 148 of God the Creator and 
Redeemer ct give them, which is ſupreme and 
abſotute.” But Wan Bees are under that lawas 
it ſtands i the” covenant of works, that theſe : 
commands are bound on believers by the tic of the. 
covenant of volks, or that the covenant of works 
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_ a commanding power over believers, we mult 
For believers are dead to dhe law is # c- 
455 of Works, Rom. vii. 4. And theteforeds a 
huſband cannot pretend to cominandik wile af 
ter ſhe is dead and the relation diſſot de ꝗ o be- 
lievers being dead to the law as 4 covenantz it 
cannot have any commanding authority over; 
them. They are not under it. Rom. i. 14 ho W 
then can it have a commanding power over them ? \ 
They are not under its juriſdiction, but under 
that of grace: So though the commands be the ſame 
as to the matter, yer they are not to take them 
from the covenant of works, but from the lawias- 
in the hand of Chriſt. Our Lord Jeſus did in 
the name of all his people put himſelf under its 
"commanding power, and ſatisfied all itt com- 
mands, to deliver his people chat were under it, 
Gal. iv. 4. 5,—God ſent forth bis Sen, mad g @' 
Woman, made under the law, to redeem them that 


were under the law. And ſhall they diſhotour/ 


kim, by putting their necks under it again? Af- 
ter Chriſt has got up'the bond, having tully paid 
all the law's demands, ſhall we pretend to vnter 
ayment again 229 ne 0 
"Ta us take a view of the commanding power 
of the covenant of works, bien it has Overall“ 
W. are under it. en LO DIM en 
. commands and binds to ſo EA? bu gg 
27 pain of the curſe ; Gal. in. 16. Cut if 25. 
very. one that tontinueth GY in all things hieb un 
written in the book of the law todo them. Every the 
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The feader may ſee a ve full and partiqular se 
court of the doctrine here laid down, in the author's 
notes on the Marrow of e dixinity, ep. ii. ſcct. 
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Seft. t. upon theſe who are underit. 141 
eaſt duty is commanded with this certification, 
and this is the-riſk they run upon every the leaſt 


flips The law in the hand of Chriſt unto belie- 


vers commands obedience too, and that under a 
penalty. But it is a ſoft one in compariſon of 
that, namely ſtrokes of fatherly anger; as ap- 
pears from Pſal. IXXXix. 30.—33- ¶ bis children 


ei ſade my law, and walk net in my judgements ; if 


they break my flatutes, and heep not my 
ments ; then- will 1 viſit their rraxſer fo with 
the rod, and their iniquity with ftripes, &c. This 
penaliy is not the curſe of a wrathful judge, Gal. 
iii. 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 
law; being made a curſe for ui; But the covenant 
of works has no leſs certification, it cannot ſpeak 
to its ſubjects in ſofter terms ; 10 that though the 
ſtroke in itſelf be never ſo ſmall, yet there is a 

curſe in it, if it were but the milcarrying of a ba- 
ſket.of bread, Deut. xxvtii. 17. 

2. It commands without any promiſe of ſtrength 
at all to perform. There is no ſuch promiſe to 
be found in all the Bible, belonging to that cove - 
nant. It ſhews what is to be done, and wnh all 
ſeverity exacts the taſk ; but furniſhes not any 
thing whereof it is to be made. 80 the cafe of 
men under that covenant is repreſented by Iſrael's 
caſe in Egypt, Exod. v. 18. Go therefore now and 
work, ſaid Pharaoh to that people; for there ſhall 


no rau be given you, yet ſball ye deliver the tale 
of bricks. Under the covenant of grace, duty is 
required, but ſtrength is promiſed too, Ezek. 
xXXVi. 27. A new heart alfa will I give you, and a 


new ſpirit will 1 put within you + and I will tale 
away the tony heart out of your fleſh, and I will 


* you an heart of feſh. And the commands i in 
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9 
v 
the hands of the Mediator are turned into pro- | 
miſes; as appears from Deut. x. 16. Circumciſe + 
the foreſtin of your! heart, and be no mare tif eckeds d 
Compare chap. xxx. 6. Aud the Lord thy Grad will ñ 
circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to, p 
love the Lord thy God with ell thine heart, and with. d 
all thy ſoul, that thou mayſt live. Lea, the Mes 2 
diator's calls and commands to his people; bear a. Þ re 
promite of help, Prov. x. 29. The way. of the Card e 
is flrength to the upright. But there is no ſuch IN 
thing in the . covenant of works; the work mult. I p. 
be performed in the ſtrength that was given ; they th 
muſt trade with the ſtock that mankind was ſet up If 
with at firſt: but that ſtrength is gone, that | th 
ſtock is waſted 5 howbeit the [law can . de 
make it up again, nor yet abate af ãts demands. G 
5 77 i | TH 144371 hi 


of the 5 WIFE Ren of the covenant of "oc 


WIT now . 7 I 0 
e The broken covenant 80 A bas 8 


| a debarring power over cherp that, are under! it, be 
in reſpect of the promile ; it bars them from Life * 
and ſalvation, as long as they are under its do- 


minion, Gal. ii. 16. For by the works of the law 1 * 
Hall no fleſb be juftified. While Adam kept this. * 
covenant, it ſecured eternal Ufe to bim; but as, or 
ſoon as it was broken, it ſet it beyond his reach ; * 


and neither he nor any of his deſcendents had, "2 
ver ſcen life, if another covenant had not been, he 
provided. The broken covenant of works fixes, | 


a, great gult betwixt its territories and life and fal- 18 
vation; ſo that no man can paſs from the one to 10 
the oder, If any would be at heaven, they muſt TY 


get out from under the law, and get into the co- 
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yenant of grace 8 have nd ne 
don; but no otherwiſe. 
ſe || \'Fhere'are two bars which — dene deem 
4. | draws betwixt its ſubjects and life and ſal vation. 
1. There is no life to the inner without eom- 
plere ſatisfacion to juſtice, for the wrong he has 
done to the honour of God and his law, Heb. ix. 
22. for without ſbedding of blaud is n rein. The 
terms of the covenant were, — the day that thou 
eateft thereof, thou Halt ſurely die, Gen. ii. 17. 
Now the covenant is broken, the penalty muſt be 
paid, in tlie true ſcaſe-and meaning of the bond: 
the inner muſt die, and die infinitely, die till in- 
finite juſlice be ſatisfied. Can the ſinner get over 
this bar ? Is he able to ſatisfy, can he go to that 
death, a ſacrifice for himſeif, and return again? 
: | Can he pay the penalty of the bond? No, no. In 
I his blindneſs and ignorance, he thinks perhaps to 
I get over it by his mourning and afflictiug himſelf 
I bor his fin, by bearing as well as he. can the afflic- 
tions God lays on him: but all his ſufferings in the 
world are but an earneſt of what he muſt ſuffer 
77 hereafter, For at beſt they are but the ſufferiogs 
8 Yof a finite being, which cannot compenſate the 
: {wrong his fin has done to the honour of an infi- 
% I nite God: and beſides, he fins anew in his ſuffer- 
ing too he cannot bear a croſs without ſome 
as, I gr udge againſt God, and ſome 1 impatience, which 
i re new fins. So the Ganer in This does but at- 
S tempt to waſh, himſelf. in the mire. Wherefore 
Ihe can never get over this bar. And if he. were 
es, Yover it, there is yet a Kt 


* - — 


ale. 2. Second bar herwixe him. Saf life a nber. 
8. tion, namely, There | is no life and ſalvation with- 
1 


out perfect obedience to its commands for the 
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Ame to coe? Mirth” Tx. Ly. if How wilt Pita, 
. Inzoyife, ſays Chriſt unto then, in dhe 
* goſpel, k-ep the commandments... This ves dhe con 
 ditiog of the.covenant ; and. i it t that 
A man pay the penalty of a broken covenatk, but 
he muſt, perform the copduipnph, th ere. bt can 
7 the beneſit. Perfect obedienet totha com · 
mands of God is the terms of liſe in chat cote- 
F. mane: no leſs was propoſed to Adam, ho brake 
: no leſs to Chriſt, who fulfilled it in de rev 
af hin cla, Gal. iv. 4- 5. forecited. Ay there was 
_ a neceſſity of paſſive obedience to it, Luke d 
26. Qught pot Chriſt to have ſufered theſe things ? 
"fo was there of active obedience, Matth. iii. 15.1 
*” becameth us to fulfil all righteouſaeſe..; And there is 
W Teſs propoſed to all that are under it- 12 
Is the ſianer able to get over this, bar 2 His ſtock 
8 is gone; the fall in Adam has ſo brui- 
fed him, that his arm is broken, de canagewort 


Fot Hife: he is not fit to be God's hired — | 


"now for life; for till he get life af #r 
Chritt, be can do nothing, John xx, „He — 

de ſaved: before he can work one good work, 
* ved from ſin, the guilt and powen of; it, 12 fram 


0 the Tpirituar death he is lying un er as the penal 


of the covenant of works : how then c be work 


for ſ. Avation ? The ſeripture i is ex pre s on, chi 
>: heat; not 3 aby chat! we are not juſtified by. works, F 


but chat are not ſaved b work For race 
at. J, ſays An bs 


| hit: workmanſhip,” createl in Chrift Fefus unto god! 
1 works; which GOA! Bath before ordaine that we 
ul wut n them, Eph. i, 9. to. Nat by 
„ 183 wor JN 3 TAINUE 0: n 
0%. 2 a! Aae 


3 


the aj poltle, through faith ; and 


rat ner yeurſe 2 * be gift of God, M 
of "works, le 9 64 man ou bat. For we are 


41 ee een 5 
Ser 1s en theſe why are under. it. s 
erde & rig hrenyheſs which we haue dont, but nc- 
erülig 10 ber cy he fave ts by the waſting of 
eee und reneiving of "the Holy Ch, Tit. 
ahi. „ ; * 24 6 2+ JS 1 72 * 

* Hao che inner in his blindueſs will think 


-ecopleaſe his doing as well 28 he can ; by. 
hie pretended finccority; though he cannot attain 


W perſectiom; by the will, where he cannot reach 
nee deed; - But alas he Tonfiders not that the co- 
wenn of works will admit of none of theſe, all 
hielt are rejected by that one ſentence of ne 
laws Sued it every one that continueth not in all 


- 


\ rings which" ave written in the book of the, kw te ds 
them. Meſides that there is not one thing, he does 
+ | that is well done, while he is not In Chriſt : there 
ck is weder with Rim, but ſelfifhnels ; e vill 
U rem . IN e ei | 
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"contrary, in the ſending of bis own, Son, who, 
bewies BN redeem the ele&,. behoyed 10. get 
p AJ perfeci ob Kl 0 


oer e and; fab 

might not God's oye, Son,expetted. the abatement 

in his fayqur, while he ſtoqd in the ragm oi alect 

aners ? but he got no abatement z how cap ye 
expect it then? See Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

O 
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of the condemning power of ore workt, 


Thirdly, The broken covenant of works has 4 
curſing and condemning power over them that are 
under it, in reſpect of the threatening, Curſe is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them, Gal. it. 
10. Compare Rom. iii. 19. Now we know "that. 
| nebat. things fever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them 
ub are under the law ; that every mouth may 2 
flopped, and all the world may become guilty before, 
Cod. Every man and woman under it, is in a ſtate 
of condemnation ; they are chodemngd perſons, 
bound over to the wrath of God in time and eter- 
mitn, John iii. 48, He that believeth nat is tendemned 
already, So that there has never any come roChrift, 
but with the rope about their necks, as condemned 
criminals. Chriſt's kingdom is the juriſdiction of 
grace, here grace, lite, and falv ation reign 
.through Jeſus Chriſt, It is peopled by fygitives 
out of the dominion of the law ; and they that 
lle tlijthex-are all ſuch as und ES Ed no Jivin 
for them at home; they are fuch 46 t he, e 
of death is paſſed upon, and there i 150 acceſs: 

- remiſſion to them. under the "dominion "of the 
law., And they nexer, think of, flecing une the 
zurifdiQion of grace, till once the ſentence of 
death; intimated upto them, by their own con- 
ſciences,' and they begin 0 {ze the arc in ; hazard 
- every, moment of being drawn to 1 for til 
then, they will not believe it. Then they | berhink 
-themielyesof making. their ß out of the law $ 
domiuion. 13-1449, 

This poter the law 38 as a covenant of works has 
over them by in, foraſmuch as it was a clauſe in 
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the covenatit, that man ſinning ſhould: die che 
death, Gen. ii. 17. It had uo ſuch power over 
man, till once fin entered; but upon the breach 


-of- the command the penalty too place. And | 


© cvery man is born a finner, he is alſo born 
à curſed aud condemned man by the ſentence of 
the law,” which. abides on him ſo long as he con- 
tinues under that covenant. And upon every fin 
gommitted, the yoke is wreathed' faſter aud faſter 
about his ncek ; ſo that upon every ſin committed 


174 3 
Of che: irritating poves of the covenant of .iwprts. 
„ Laſtly, The broken covenant of works has an 


writayog influence upon all that are undder k, ſo 


chat iaftcad of making them better, it mrakbs tien 
worde, ſtirring yp their corruptions, Rkt A Het Gf 
Ants being troubled! by one's Gn: 5 1 
Rom. vit. 9. 10. fi. For when ut wefe i thefts 
fays the 2 . the line of ecke 'y 
he ſaw, did werk in our members to ing forth 
Trait acute. Kan" And the cammanament, which 
ordained” to” life, © 1 found to' 'be* unte death. 
For fin. taking "Gee 2 by 4 commatichient de- 


ceived me, and by tt Jew m Men under this 
covenant, whoſe corruptions 5 after a 


for, while the law/is not apphed to their con- 


| ferences, when" once the law is brought home 40 


their ſouls, and they are touched with it, their 
corrupt hearts ſwell and rage in ſin, like the fea 
troubled with winds. See à notable inſtauce of 


it, Acts vii. 54. in the caſe of the Jews after 


Stephen's ſpeech to them, M hen they beard theſe 
things, they were cut t the beart, and they geaſbed 
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geck- e upon the who are under its 147 


by perſons while in that ſtate, there is ai os 
| by which they are bound Over to wrath.” * 


4 
$ 
; 

24 
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% . n Hit dbb Fark. 
"in bm with 1826; beer Add hente l chat deb 
tion of our Saviour, Natth. vil. 6. Ct ot tht 
eh is holy anto the dogs, meiner chf he four 
Heal. | fore wine, left they tramply thent under 
rhei, feet, and turn again and rent yoll 
way look to another inſtance,” H&E Ki, 2. 75 
.callgd thim, Je they went from them. And id 
it , that, by che law fin abounds, aud becomes 
S OT 290028 08 
1% Now, this is accidental to the law as the cove 
en; of, works ; for it is holy, and juſt, and 
good; and therefore ean never bring fort ſin a8 
.the,gatize fruit gf it. But it is owing ro-the cok. 
aption of mens hearts, impatient of reſtraint, 
Rom. vii. 12: 13. forecited. While the Tup thints 
Farm on a garden, the gowers fend fort 2p 
nt ſell, : bug, while it. ſhines ſo on 1 de EE 8 
it wells more abominzbly than at other tiges. Se 
Ai here. There ate tx things bers ie Bt cg 

ered.in the caſe of the lay. . 
ful refir: 5th 


| 2 *164, bodo 
„ an awful reſtraint on the ſinner wi 
b; 8- Ruf refiraiyt on the Toner wit 


Aus, commands and threatenings, Gal i. 10. 
. 5 SY 41:54 44+ iis 3 1 , 4 373 — 
be unrenewed man would never make a 5055 
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Alte his chojce ; might he freely follow his on f 
| RF, þ 4920528 


clination, he would not regard what is goo 
g 45958 IH ö . 4 1 ö bd 7 | l 
ye h imfelf a liberty in Gofvl courſes, Bu the 
law is as a bridle to him: it croſſes and contfa- 
dicts bis figful inclipations : it commands himto 


— ts : * 3J© AM TITAN 3.13 123i © 
ober under the pain of the curſe, and threatens 


"him, with death and damnation, if he, all trafff- 
greſs the bounds it ſęts him. It is to him as, the 
. bridle, and ſpur to the horſe; as the maſter and 
Bis whip to the ſlave. So that the inner cat He- 
but all che obedience ie ge 
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St. wakes mu 8 To 4 


— — ing no bigher ſprings 
wan hope gf NW 5 5 ppg, " * 
+, Jogthe wean time. 0 no power to helle 
his. Farruptipne. oy 1s —_— 

APP oF heart 40 boli 5 
4 8 1 fag 5 . 
2 — r es, but Face 
725 5 ane b. A brit, Joby e Pe 


finds the man without ſtrength, fo it leayes Hic, 


ver ge to exact 210 of Rin. 
1 6 FN to the 5 yet 
Wc tg ? of the bricks it will not ſuff | be dis 
mipuhed. Hence. ee 
Th. le very reſtraint of the law, - ad the C. 


5 34 
22 0 : works, awakens, and puts aw] 


(the. & corruption c of the heart, Rom. vf. 


er It breeds in the corrupt hoge oY 2 


8 after 5 forbidden fruit, though 
5 more to commend it than Ane fruit but 


at it 3s forbidden. The iner perceiving "the 
thorn-hedge of the law 1 betwige kim and bi Lon. 


ceives a cancels to be ove the hedge! And 
tl, Nx 11 


hepee its, th thirmany are desde rudy to drenk 


v6 been mol keenly plied 'by or And 


58 7 


8 never give, ſücn a a 5 e 
x ſol emu occafion * 175 ol WY 


pf 
55 1 18 encounter.” bat 1 e ed 


s gather ſtrengt laiw's 'crbtRf 
72 re, ir; 780000 Log ; 1 
175 0 e more, .tha the law gocs 
Joh. hold them down en, Rom. Fil. . . They” Tet,” 2 
rally all. their force: * J nary cad Tra 
akcir enTay, g "au a ger the adde 


+59 The Kfed of. this Covenant: Purt iN 
The ſinner, the more he is plied by the law to hh 
him back, —— — 
into the ſea, like the ſwine poſſeſſed by the devil. 
If che law come into the heart without goſpeb- 
grace to water the ſoul, it ſhall be like obe with u 
beſom {weeping a dry floor the more forcibly one 
* fyceps, the more, thick will the duſt Hee up, and 
e ubout into every corner. Ihe ſinner is like 
£ uorvly horſe, which the more he is checked 
with the bir, rages the more. Andihence: the 3b 
fue often is that which we find in Hoſ.' iv. 17. 
Bp hrai m it joined to idols; let him alone; and in 
Pal. IXXxi. II. 12. But my people would not heur len 
to my voice ; and Iſrac! would none of me ; ſo I gave 
them up unto their ewn heart's luſt, and they watked 
in their own counſels. | A Slater 
I” 3.) The ſinner finding the caſe hopeleſs, hard- 
ens himſelf, and goes on, like treacherous $14 
Jer. ii. 25. Thou faidſt, There is no bope. 
1 I hive loved frungert, and after them ay 
He looks to the height of the law's com- 
an and fads himſelf incapable to reach them; 
and, he looks to the terror of the lñaw's threaten» 
ings, and finds them unavoidable. Sor he gives 
up with hope, ſits down. hardened in ſecret de- 
ſpaig, uſing all means to ſtop the acceſs of light 
from, the law for his conviction and diſquietment. 
Thus be is like a tired borſe, that bears theſpan, 
but will not anſwer it; or if he be moved by it, 
turns back to bite the riders but gors not oue foot 
faſter for al it. 8 rib 14121 6118 
(4.) Lafily, Hence the des is gued with the 
haired of the holy law, and of the holy God w-ho 
made it, and holds by it. This is the fearful iſſus 
of die matter, Prov. i. 29, They. bated ine lage, 
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Sefton vponthoſe who are m M. 251 
and did not chuſe the fear ꝙ the Lord. RO! 
30. Hatert of Cod. As tho eondetinederitnitial = 
hates the judge and the law, ſo do they. They 
cannot bring up their hearts to the purity the lat 
requires, and cannot get the law brougim do wi io 
the impurity of their hearts, but til it re 
doom: hence the heart cannot miſs to viſe 
che law, being girded with the cords of dent) 
it, and againit God in ſeeret grudges at his BO 
neſs and juſtice, and ſeerer-wiſhes that he Wert 
not ſuch an one as he is. nee . 1. a49NO. 

+ This is a hort atevune öf whin'is ballen WHIT | 
eee power of the law; from which Ale O 
may (ce, what a fearful caſe it is to be undet᷑ the 
lu as it is the covenant of works. It tends“ U 
make the heart of man a very hell: and thetfU,⁰jũẽj 
is int hell, it comes to its — 5 and f they are 
e bulls in à net. eie _ 

Q N «ti 15 
The r, reale ent * 7 many perfons. * r 
os e broken cavenant, of works.,; aH TY 

IV. Ind proceed to bew, *why o mah do 
— — aol 

As for thoſe who never heard of; er had: he 
offer ot the covenant of grace, we nerd hot fit 
quire much. The enſe is plain; they khow 50 
other! way. - But men to whom the 
grace is proclaimed} yet remain under che Co- 
venant of works; they wilt Ailt' hang bn about 
Sinai for all the thunders and e chere; 
and will not come to Zion. Lhe fo 


ren 

ſons of this conduct may de given. hed by; 
1. It is Uaturab to men, being made ie Aae | 

wt us im bis- Mine . il is ingtained in tlie hkarts bf 


all men vaturally. Tell ine, ſays the àpoſftle, G., 


rr 


W enn fill een er 
n ye that dſre to be under thelaw)\ dd yer 


ker the law Aud ihert are impreſſions/ oi at v 


de found in the hearts of all, among: the ſruins, of 
the fall. Phe luw as a4 covenant of wor was the 
firſt huſband that human nature was- wedded 263 
and fo! it is ſtill natural to men to cleaver 40 its 
And we have 2 clear proof of ic, Bas bund. rd 
Tr?) In men left to the ſwing ef cheir on nar 
ture 3 they all go this way in their (dealing with 
God for life and favour. Lock abroad into the 


world and behold the vaſt multitudes embracing 


Paganiſm; Judaiſin, Mahometiſm, and Poper - 
All cheſe agree in ihis, that it is by doing man 
muſt live, though they hugely. differ in the things 
thůt are to be done for life. Look into the Pro- 
toſtunt churches, and you: ſhall} ſee readily, that 
tie more rorrupt any of them is, the, more they 
ucline to the way of this covenant. + Gankder 
perſons among us ignorant of the priaciples of 
true religion, who, not having received inſt do, 
ſpeak of the way of life and ſalvation as nature 
them, audlyou ſhall find them aiſo ot the 


whatſoever having tbe knowledge and making pri 
feſſion of the expectation , of lite and ſalvation in 


the way of the covenant of grace; yet they in 


1 at er Matth. 
1s u Li) 139 to O dt 
„) le men 8 and couvinced;. and in 


motab ſeriouſneſi ſecking tak no]] ⅛ what: courle 


they lik} take tobe ſaved, and plying thein work 
For that end. hey all: take this principle for 
granted, hat it is by doing they muſt obtain Jife 
ard ſabvation; Matth. Xxix. 16. Ilha: god thing 


itte act Finally, conßder all unrenewed mes 


Hallel dlethat may have tternal ly 7.) Luke x a 


r ww 
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Su A under u Cone of Works. 288 
Nr f d⁴ ro inherit eternul liſa And th 
Sn when they art priced to he very brate, 
and thelaw'as che covenanc of works has wounds: 
od them to che very foul They ne ver thiak o 
divoree-trom: the law, that they may be married 
ro Ohriſt ʒ but hom they hall do to pleaſe the old 
huſband, and fo be ſaved from: wrath; as ia plain 
in the caſe of Peter's hearers, Acts ii. 37, when 
being pricked tr their hearts, they ſaid, - Mey ond 
brethren, what ſbull we do? and in the caſe of he 
Philippian jailor, Acts xvi. 30, who, being awaß 
kened by a train of very alarming incidents, and 
evmbytugcirough terror, cried out, What muſh N 
o to Javed? , eit tum 
-<3.)1nthe ſais, who ate ei married. 0. J 
ſus Chuiſt. O what hankeriog after the hrſt hußẽ 
Dandy how great the remains of a legabſpigits 
how hard is it for them he GD AER 
bott Pal, xlo. 10. Adam having embraced che 
of the Meſſiah, yet was in hazard of run 
Mag dack to this covenant. I here is a diſpoſi: 
tion to deal wh God, 3 
mut lʒ duty, for fo much grace and favour i 
Got, in the beſt, that they have contiunalig 40 
rer wich. Selfadenial is one of the moſt. diffi» 
tult duties in Chriſtjanity. a 7 ww 2 
©14\/The way of that coveuant js | maſt agreeable 70 | 
the pride ot man's heart. A proud heart 
rather ſerve itfelf with the lels;/-than Ropp to 


pon fret grace; Nom. x. 3. Man muſt be, tbe 


Ee; brulſed, and humbled, and laid very low, her = 
fore he ill embrace the covenant of grace, While 
a broken board of the firſt covenantiwill do men 
any ſervice, they will hold by it, rather than come 
tw Christ j like men who-will rather due in a cot · 


35090 Hoy fo many flill remain x Fart IV. 


tage of their 0wn, than in another man's caſtle. | 


To renounce all our own wiſdom, works,” and 
righteouſaeſs, and to caſt away all thoſe garments 
as filthy rags, which we have been at ſo much 
pains to patch up, is quite againſt the grain with 
corrupt nature, Rom. vii. 4. 2 - 
3. It is moſt agreeable to man's reaſon, in its 
corrupt ſtate, If one ſhould have aſked the opi- 
nion of the philoſophers, concerning that rtli - 
gion which taught ſalvation by a'crucified Chat, 
and through the rigktcouſtets of another; they 
would have ſaid, it was unreaſonable and fooliſhy 
und that the only way io true happineſs was the 
way of moral virtue. The Jewiſh Rabbis would 
have declared it ſcandalous, 1 Cbr. i. 23. where 
the preaching of Chriſt erucificd is ſaid to de to 
the Jews @ Au ing :bici, in the Greek di, 
a feandal ; and would have maintained the 6nly 
way to ternal life to be by the law of Moſes. To. 
chis day many learned-men cannot ſre the reaſons 
ableneſ of the goſpcmerthod of falvation, in op- 
poſu ion to the way of che corenant of works: 
and. therefore our godly forefathers who reform» 
ed from Popery, and maintained the retormed . 
truth againſt, Popery by their heroic zealous wr 
ſtlings even unto blood, while they ſhewed that ac» 
quaintance with practical godlinefs and real holi- 
neſs, whepeof there is little i in our day, are in efi 
fect lanka, upon as a parcel of well · meaning 
fimple men, whoſe doctrine muſt be reformed o- 
ver again, and rendered more agreeable to rea- 
fon. A rational religion is like to be the plague 


Ke, this day But aſſure ye yourſelves, that. | 


2 'D: see ne nber preface 9 the Marrow of modem 
ivinity, 
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Where erer che, goſpet comes in 'poirery it 
make the reaſon of the wileft, fit down at its feet, 
and learn, and give over its queſtions formed by 
Hows and Whys, 2 Cor. x. . It cafts down n= 
ginatians,' ard every' high thing that exalteth itſelf 
againſt the knowledge of Cad, and bringeth info cape 
tivity every thought to the gbedience of Chrift. 11+ 

Even unlearned and Gmple men, in whom this 
appears: lefs, becauſe they. do not enter deep into 
the thought, will be found: ſick of the ſame diſcaiez 


hen once they are thoroughly awakened, and 
take theſe matters to heart. How will they dif 


pute againſt the goſpel method of Galration, * 


gainſt the promiſe, againſt tlieir believing their wel- 
come to Chriſt, who are ſo ſinful and unworthy *. 
The matter appears ſo great as indeed it is, \that, 
they look on the goſpel · method as 2 dream, and 


they cannot believe it, 
Ignorance and inſenfibleneſs of the true * 


of that matter, as it now is. There is a thick 
darkneſs About mount Sinai, through the Whole 


dotdinfon's the law ; ſo that they wheO ve unj,Lw 


the Eoventzit of works, ſee little but what' they, ſer 
Nt the | lightnings now and then flaſhing. one. 
ence they little know where they are; nor what 
chey are. . „r 7515 329 
(4. They do not t underſtand the nature i 
c:rbnabt to purpoſe, Gal. iv. 21. Aby betion 
eh Hare of it is lame and weak, withdar eff 
&. They ſee not how forcibly it Hands w perfect 
obetibhee. and ſatisfaction, how rigorous it is in 
its demands, and wilt abate nothing, fought” a 
thin fhould de 16 the itmeRtof fis power and 


wird cries and tears of blood ſeck fo iyenels for 
the reſt. They are not acquainted wi "the" i 4 
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7 
tuality of the law, and the vaſt compaſs of the 
holy commandment, but ſtick too much in the let» 
ter of it. Hence they are alive without the lau, 
Rom. vii. 9. They narrow the demands of it, 
* ſo they may be the more likely to fulfil them. 
(2.) They are not duly ſenſible of their own 
utter inability for that way of ſalvation: There 
it one that accuſeth them, even Moſes, or the law, 
in whom they truſt, John v. 45. They know they 
are off the way, and that they have wandered 
from God ; but they hope they will get back to 
him again by repentancez while, in the mean 
time, their heart is a heart of ſtone, and they 
cannot change it; and the Ethiopian ſball be able 
as ſoon to change his ſtin, or the leopard his ſpots, 
as they may do good, that are accuſtomed to do evil, 
Jer. xiii. 24. ; and there is no coming to God but 
by Chriſt, John iv. 6. They know they have fin- | 
ned, and provoked juſtice againſt them : but 
they hope to be ſorry for their fin, to pray to God 
for torgiveneſs, and bear any thing patiently that 
God lays on them; while in the mean time they 
ſee not that none of thoſe things will ſatisfy God's 
juſtice, which yet will have full ſatisfaftion for e- 
very the leaſt fin of theirs, ere they ſee heaven. 
They know they muſt be holy: but they hope to 
ſerve God better than ever they have done; while 
in the mean time they conſider not that their work- 
arm is broken, and they can work aone to pur · 


poſe till they be ſaved by grace. 


Application of the doctrine of the condition of 
; men under the broken covenant of works. 


This doctrine muy be applied for information 
and exhortation. 
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45 50 5 1 15 9 5 over to 2 For chat. is 
rjops under that covenants 

ME u er a a heavy yoke; they are liable 


15 12 of a penaliy, which they will NCFER, X 


Bet able to diſcharge, and to put off heir. heads. 
85 ay pay more, or leſs of it in this worlds, 

abe hey get, not rid of it anather WAY» jib will 
5 La 800 through all the ages of gter git 
* 2 


a 
here whence it is that true holt is 0 
rare, 1 oo; 


"wickedneſs and ung iges ſo. frequent 
in the World. Molt men are under chat covenants 
under which ſin and death reiga; and 1 is ng 
holineſs, there are no good works under it, 
vi. 14. it has, being broken, barred, communi 
on; berwixt God and ſinners under ir and 
fore of nexeſſity there muſt be a piging away in 

afquit) "while one is under it. Tis only in 

ay of the fecond covenant chat ſanRtifyigg, influ⸗ 


ences are had. 

© '5! Here ye may ſce the true prin of tes te, 
* principles as well as in practice, pts are lb. 
under that covenant ; no wonder thea RAS 2 
many to ſet up for that way. It is, the way | 
Backfliding churches in all ages have, go 
ſoon began in the primitive 7 1 
and that myſtery of iniquity 2 | 
in Popery, the "grand apoltaly r. the, New 
"Teſtament. 


4. See whence, n is, that the 8 the 
goſpelis ſo little undexſtood, and in the purity of it 
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mality of the law, and the vaſt compaſs of the 
boly — but ſtick too much inthe let 
ter of it. Hence they are alive without the lau, 
Rom. vii. 9. They varrow the demands of it, 
ot ſo they may be the more likely to fulfil them. 
(2.) They are not duly ſenſible of their own 
uner inability for that way of falvation : ' There 
is one that accuſeth them, even Moſes, or the law, 
in whom they truft, John v. 45. They know they 
are off the way, and that they have wandered 
from God; but they hope they will get back to 
kim again by repentance; while, in the mean 
time, their heart is a heart of ſtone, and they 
cannot change it; and tor Ethiopian ſball be able 
as ſoon to change his tin, or the {ropard his ſpots, 
at they may ds good, that are accuſtomed to do evil, 
xiii, 24. ; and there is no coming to God but 
by Chriſt, John iv. 6. They know they have fin- 
ned, and provoked juſtice againſt them : but 
they hope to be ſorry for their fin, to pray to God' 
for torgiveneſs, and bear any thing patiently that 
God lays on them; while in the mean time they 
ſee not that none of thoſe things will ſatisfy God's 
juſtice, which yet will have full fatisfation for e- 
very the leaſt fin of theirs, ere they ſee heaven. 
They know they muſt be holy; but they hope to 
ſerve God better than ever they have done; while 
in the mean time they conſider not that their work - 
arm is broken, and they can work none to pur · 
par till they be ſaved by grace. | 


Application of the defitrine of the condition of 
| / men under the broken covenant of warks, 4.3% 


This doctrine muy be applied for information, 
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The Doctrine applied. Part IV. 


is bred, and therefore ſtared at, and often miſta- 
ken. Hence it gets ill names in the world. 
When Chriſt himſelf preached it, he was called a 
friend of publicans and finners; hen Paul 
preached it, they would not believe but be made 
void the Jaw by it, and that he opened a door for 
| licentiouſneſs of life, Rom. iii. 8. 

Usz II. Be exhorted then ſeriouſly and impar- 
rially to try what covenant ye are under, *Fis 
true there is a covenant of grace made, proclaim- 
ed and offered unto you, and ye are all under the 
outward diſpenſation of the covenant of grace: 
but yet many are notwithſtanding really under the 
covenant of works till. As ye love your own 
fouls, try impartially, whether ye be under it or 
not, but under the covenant of ee. rt mo- 
tives, conſider, 

Mat. 1. Te are all born under the covenant oy 
works, being by nature children of wrath, Eph. ii. 

It is in the region of the law that we all 
draw our firſt breath. Aud no man will get out 
from its dominion in a morning-dream. We 
owe it to our ſecond birth, whoever of us arc 
brought into the covenant of grace but that is 
not our original ſtate, Ihe law is the firſt huf- 
band to all and every one of Adam's children. 
I would have you try whether ye be dead to it, and 
divorced from it or nut. 

Mot. 2. Till once ye fee yourſelves under the 
covenant of woiks, ud ſo loſt and ruined with the 
burden of that broken c,vcnant on you; ye may 
bear of the covenant of grace, but ye will never 
t. ke hold of it in good cat; Gal. ii. 6. Here 
lies the ruin of the moſt part who her the. goſpel; 
they were never flain by the law, and thereforc 
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never nc} by the goſpel; they never find 
the working of the deadly poiſon conveyed to them 
from the firſt Adam, and therefore they ſee no beau- 
ty in the ſecond Adam tor which he is to bedefired. 
Mot. 3. Your falvation or ruin turns on this 
point, What covenant ye are under. It thou be 
within the bond of the covenant of grace, thon 
art in a ſtate of ſalvation: He that behieveth, Hall 
be ſaved, Mark xvi. 16. David could ſay, Get 
bath made with me an everlaſting covenant, ordered 
in all things and ſure: for this is all my ſalvation, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 5. If thou art under the covenant 
of works, thou art in a ſtate of death: for, 
ſays the text, as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curſe. And is this ſo light and 
trivial a matter, that thou ſhouldſt be anconcerned 
which of, theſe covenants thou art under ? 
Mar. 4. There is no caſe for a poor ſinner, but 
4 ſeverity and rigour uoder the covenant of works. 
One may eaſily ſce that we are not able to abide 
that now, when we are become weak and guilty: 
for, ſays the pſalmiſt, Plal. cxxx 3. if then, Lord, 
ſhould mark iniquities ; © Lard, 1 65 Dall fand? 
But while thou remaineſt under the firſt cove- 
nant, thou canſt expect nothing bur wrath and 
fury. There is no pardan under that covenant; 
the law-ftatute being, In the day thou eateſt thereef 
t hau ſbult ſurely die, Gen. ii. 17. The finner muſt 
die the death. That ever we heard, of pardon, 
is owing to the ſecond covenant, which ſecures 
pardoning mercy to thoſe who come under the 
bond of it ; For by him [Chrilt? all that believe are 
Juſiified from all things, from which they could not be 
Jus ified by the law of Moſes, Acts xiii. 30. Though 
there is no quellion but the covenant of works re · 
lags 


of works, and married to Chriſt, at once. The firſt 
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quires repentance, a turning to God under pain h 
of the curſe; yet there is no grace for helping the a 
ſinner to it, under this covenant ; and ſuppoſe Z 
one could attain to it, it could not help him. 4 


There is no accepting the will for the deed under 
it. It is not good will, but perfectly -· good wor ks 
that will ſatisfy it. 

Mat. 5. Wh le you are under that covenant, ye 
are without Chriſ, Eph. ii. 12. As a woman can- 
not, by the law of God, be marri:d to two huſ- 
bands at once; fo one Eannotbe under the covenant 


marriage to the law mult be diſſolved by death cr 
divorce, ere the ſoul can be married to Chiilt, 
Rom. vii. 4. And being without Chriſt, ye have 
no ſaving intereſt in his purchaſe, 

 Lafily, All attempts you make to get to Fon 
ven, while under this covenant, will be vain. The 
children of that covenant are, by an unalterable 
ſtatute of the court of heaven, excluded from the 
heavenly inheritance : ſo that do what you will, 
while ye abide under ic, you may as well fall 4 
ploughing the rocks, and ſowing your ſeed in the 
fand of the ſea, as think to get to heaven! that way: 
For what ſaith the ſcripture ? Caft ont the b:nd-we- 


man and her ſon; for the fin of the bind-wiman 


all not be heir with the ſon of the free-woman, 
Gal. iv. 30. The way to heaven by that covenant 
is blocked up to ſinners ; the angel with the fla- 
ming ſword guards the tree of life, ſo that there 
is no acceſs to ſalvation that way, but under a con- 


dition impoffible for you to perform. 


Now, to fer this matter in a due light to you, 
1 will, 


© x. Give ſome marks and characters of hof“ 
that are under this coveha nt. 


Sed. I. The Doctrine applied: - > 80: 
2. Diſcover the vanity of ſome pleas that fuch 
have, to prove that it is not to their own warks 
that they truſt for ſalvation, but to Chritt. 
| Firſt, I will give ſome marks and charaQters = 
228 that are under this covenant. 
1. They have never yet parted with the n or 
covenant of works, lawfully, which all the ſaints 
have done. There are two ways of parting with 


that covenant. One is by runniag away from it 
and thus we may apply to this. caſe Nabal's tale 


concerning David, 1 Sam- xxv. 10. There be ma- 
ny /ervants now-a-7ays that break away every man 
from his mafler. They break its bonds, and caſt a- 
way its cords, value neither its commands nor 
threats; for they look on it like an almanack out 
of dude, as à thing that they are not concerned 
with. This is no lawful parting, and therefore it 
cannot diflolve the relation betwixt them and it. 
A ſervant or a wife that is run away, is a ſervant 
or a wife for all that ſtill And the maſter can 
bring back the one, and make him ſerve or ſuffer; 
and the huſband the other. And fo will this co- 
venant deal with ſuch, and make them ſenſible 
they are under it ſtill, in the ſtricteſt bonds. It 
will take them by the throat here or neee 
ſaying, Pay what thou oweſt 

The other is parting with it, after fair count - 
and reckoning with it, and payment inſtructed 5; 
a parting with i it upon a divorce obtained, aftec a 
fair heariog given it before the Judge of all the 
earth, It is brought about in this manner. There 
is a ſummons given at the inſtance of the law or 
covenant of works, to the conſcience: of the ſe. 
eure ſinner, to compear before the tribunal of 
God, Hereby the conſcience being awakened, it 
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appears and ſtands trembling at the bar: in the 
mean-rime the King's Son offers himſelf in = mar- 
Fiage-covenant to the guilty ſonl, with his riph- 
trouſueſs, obedience, and culnfacklon- The law 
W and plcads, 

(1.) So much and fo much owing by oh — 
ner, for his breaking of its commands. Moun- 
wins of guilt appesr, innumerable articles in ita 
accounts; and the charge muſt be owned. juſt, 
for it is juſt in every particular. Here the fin- 


ner beraking himſelf to Chriſt, pleads by faith the 


ſatisfaction of Chriſt for him; and embracing the 


gofpel-offers, he fets betwixt him and the law the 


death and fuffcrings of Chr iſt as full payment of 
that debt. | 

(2.) So much to be done before the finner can 
be ſaved, according to the condition of the cove - 
nant, perfect obedience due to it by all the chil- 
dren of Adam. The ſinner cannot deny the debt; 


but pleads by faith the Mediator's payment of it, 


by his obedience even to the death. He counts 
up on this fcore unto the law, all that Chriſt the 
Son of God did for the ſpace of about thiity-three 
years on the earth, in the perfect obedience ot all 
Ms commands. 

Thus the ſinner embracing Chriſt, bay where- 
with to anſwer it. And the plea of payment that 
way is fuſtaincd, and the ſoul is declared free from 
the law er covenant of works, and fo lawfully part- 


ed from it. What experience have ye of this? 
This will for the ſubſtanee of its puſs in every 
foul freed from the covenant of works. But alas ! 
how many are there, [I.] Who were never trou- 
'Mi:d about that, how to get. a diſcharge of that 
b=rgain, from the Judge of all the earth, but 


„ re 


Sect. . TI. Doctrine applied. 163 
have lived at caſe withour it ? [2.] Who never. 
ſaw a neceflity of reckoning with the law, in or- 
der to their getting clear of it? [3.] Who have 
fill aimed at putting off the demands of the law; 
with their own obedience and n ſuch as 
were ? 

92. are of a if (ani A nd 
hers /ex Le 96A Caleb and Jo- 
ſhua had another ſpirit than the reſt of the Jews, 
ſo have thoſe who are within the bond of the co» 
venant -of grace, Gal. iv. 24. In the faints in- 
deed there are wretched remains of that ſpirit, 

but ic does not reign in them as in others. A, 
, [bey are of a laviſh ſpirit, who arc under 
that covenant}; whereas the ſaints are acded by * 


ſon-like ſpirit. For, ſays the apoſile, Rom. vin. 


15. ye bave not received the ſpirit of bondage ag 
to fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
v hereby we cry, Abba, Father. As the flave is 
moved with fear, not with. love; fo: is it wir 
them, This laviſh ſpirit appears in ih m thus. 

(1 They are driven from fin and to their duty 
by the fear of hell and wrath, rather than drawn 
from the one to the otlier by any hatred of the 

one and love of the other, in themſelves ; like 
the Iſraelites of old, of whom it is ſaid; Plal. 

Ixxviii. 34. When he [God] flew them, then they 

fought him and they returned, and inquired early 

after Cad. Tis the influence of the covenant of 
works in its terrible ſanction, that moves them. 

Take away that, ſecure them but from hell and 
damuation, and they would. give themſelves the 
ſeing in their luſts z they have no other kind of 

_ - - principle to move them to holigefs 5 all is * 

About chem. . n wy 
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(2.) They content themſelves with the bare per- 
formance of duty, and abſtaining from any fin, 
without regarding the true principle, end, and 
manner ot doing: Even as the flave who is con- 
cerned for no more, but to get his taſk over, Iſ- 


XXix. 13. It is not their buſineſs to get their 


hearts wrought up to the love of God, concern 


for his glory, and to che doing of their work in 
faith ; but to get the work done, Luke xviii. 11. 
It may be they dare not neglect duty, but it is not 


their concern to find Chriſt in duty, nor is it 
their grief if they do not find him. 

(] Under terror of conſcience they do not flee 
to the blood of Chriſt, but to their work. again, 
to amend what was done amiſs, or make it up by 
greater diligence, Acts ii. 37. Are not the «con- 
ſciences of men under that covenant affrighted 
ſometimes ? But confider how they are pacified a- 
gain. Not by the ſprinkling of Chriſt's bloed on 
them by faith, Heb. ix. 14. but by reſolves to do 
better in time to come, by prayers, mourning, 
&c. And hence it is that their corruptions are 
never weakened for alt this, for the law makes no- 
thing perfect; but the believing application of the: 


blood of Chriſt not only takes away guilt, . 


ſtrengthens the ſoul. 

Lay, They are of a mercenary ſpirit; they 
are acted by the ſpirit of a hireling, who works 
that he may win his wages The covenant of 
works is ſo natural to us, that we naturally know 
no other religion, but to work and win, do good 
works that we may vin heaven by them. Hence 
the prodigal would be put among the hired. ſer- 


vants, when he thought of returning: but when 


he returned, he inſiſts not on that, This ſpirit. 
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appears in thoſe who are under the covenant of 


works, thus. 
(1+) Their work is for reward, © alba God's 


favonr and ſalvation by their works, Rom. x. 3. 


Whereas the faints look for falvation and the fa- 


vour of God only throngh the obedience and 
death of Jeſus Chriſt, Tit. iti, 5. Not by works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to 
l mercy he ſaved us. I own the ſaints may 
have an eye to the gratuhous reward promiſed to 
them to crown their work and labour of love, as 
Mo ſes is ſaid to have had reſpect unto the recompenſe 
cf the reward, Heb; xi. 26. ; and they may be 
thereby influenced in their duty. But then they 
look for that reward as coming to them, not for 
the ſake of their work, hut for the ſake of Chrift's 
work. They are bus, and have a more noble 


principle of obedience to God, Heb. vi. 10. ab 


God's own children, Rem. viii. 15. who having 
the inheritance ſecured to-them another way than 
by their working, are prompted to obedience by 


their love to God, and defire to pleaſe him. The 


truth is, thoſe who are under the broken coves 
nant of works, being deſtitute of ſaving faith, are 
void alſo of true love to God, 1 Tim. i. 5. *Tis 
themſelves mainly, if not ouly, that they ſeck in their 
duties: and were it not the hope of gain to them» 
ſclves by them, they would not regard them. In a 
word, they ſerve God, not out ot any kindly love 
to him, but that thereby they may ferve themſclves. 


(2.) The more they do, and the better they do, 
they lock on God to be the more in their debt, 


like Micah, who ſaid, Now I know that the Lord 


will do me goed, ſecing I have a Levizge to my 
r 1%, 3 Judg. 2vil. 13. For it is according tothas 
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own doing, not according to the intereſt in Chriſt's 


blood, that they expect favour from the Lord. 


The  publican, Luke xviii. 13. pleads mercy 
throuzh a propitiition, Be propitionus to me, AC- 
cording to the Greek ; but the Phariſce pleads 
upon what himſclt had done more than many o- 
thers, ver. 11. 12. God, I thank thee, ſays he, 
that I am net as cther men are, extortioners, un- 
Juſt, adulterers, or even as this publican! 1 falt 
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I 2e. 
ſeſs. Hence their hearts rife agaiuſt God, if they 
find not their works regarded and rewarded, 'ac- 
cording to the value themſclves put upon them; 
like the Jews of old, who ſaid, JFerefore | ave 
we fafled, and thou ſeeft net? whereſore have 
we affiited our ſoul, and thou taket no knawledge ? 
If. vin. 3. Hence arifeth a very conſiderable 
difference betwixt the children of the two cove- 
nants : Thoſe of the firſt covenant, the. better 


they do their duty, their hearts are the more 


filled with conceit of themſelves, their duties like 
wind puff them up, as in the, caſe of the Phari- 
ſee, Luke xviii. 11. quoted above. But thoſe of 
the ſecond covenant, the better they do, they are 
the more humble and low in their own eyes ; like 
David, who faid, he am I, and what is my peo: 
ple, that we ſoouls be able to offer ſo wil/ingly after 
this fort ? 1 Chron. xxix. 14. and like the apoſtle 
Paul, In what am 1 behind the very chiefeſt apeftles, 
ſaid he, though be nothing? 2 Cor. xii. 11. 


(3. ) Their duties make them more eaſy and ſe- 


cure in ſome one fin or other; like the adulter- 
ous woman, Prov. vii. 14. 15. 1 have peace Mer- 
ings with me: this day have I paid my wows, 
T herefore came I forth te meet thee, diligently to 


r 
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ſtel thy face, and I have Found thee. The Jews, 
as profane as they were in Ifaiah's time, brought 
2 multitude of ſacrifices to God's altar, If. i. 11 
Why did they do fo, but becauſe they expected 
that theſe would make all odds even betwixt God 
and them? Juſt ſo do many with their duties; 
they pray to God, and do many good things; ſo 
they can with the more eaſe do and ſay many ill 
things. By their duties they ſeem to themſelves 
as it were to pay the old, and they can the more 
freely take on the new. Thus they ble/s God and 
curſe men, with the ſame tongue. Out of the ſame 
mouth preceedeth- bleſſing and curſing, Jam. iii. 9. 
10. They uſe their duties for an occaſion to the 
fleſh, and turn the grace of God into laſciviouſ- 
neſs; than which there cannot be a more {peaking 
evidence of one under the broken covenant of 
works. Publicans and harlots will enter into the 
kingdom of heaven before ſuch perſons. i 

Thus you have ſome characters of thoſe who 
are under this covenaut, and may perceive that 
they deal with God in the matter of his favour 
and ſalvation in the way of that covenant, and 
not'in the way of the covenant of grace. But it 
is hard to convince men of this ; therefore, 

Secondly, Lill diſcover the vanity of ſome pleas 
that ſuch have, to prove that it is not to their 
own works that they . for ſalvation, but to 
Chriſt. 

1. They are ſo far, ſay * from truſting to 
their own works in this matter, that they really 
wonder any body can do it. I anſwer, That this 
is rather a fign of the ignorance of the corrup- 
tion of man's nature, and unacquaintedneſs with 
the deceitfulneſs of your own heart, than of 
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your freedom from chit corrupt way pf dealing 


wich God. Hazacl ſaid ſo in another. caſe, Amt 


4 dog to do this thing! Let was he ſuch a dog as to 


do it. Te know not, it ſeems, chat ſpirits ye are of. 


That way of dealing with God is as natural to us, 
as to fiſhes to ſwim in the ſea, and birds to fly in 


the air. The godly themſelves are not quite free 


from it, The diſciples needed that leſſon, When ye 
Hall have done all thoſe things which are commanded 
yeu, ſay, We are unprofitable ſervants ; we have done 
that which was our duty to do, Luke xvii, 10. For 
they are too apt to think much of any little they 


do; like Peter, Behold we have forſaken all, ſaid 


be, and followed thee, Matth. xix. 27. The dif- 


terence then lies here: The godly feel this cor - 


rupt way of dealing with God, they vreſtle a» 


gaiaſt it, loath themſelves for it, and wauld fain 
be rid of it; whereas it reigns in others, and | 


has quiet poſſeſſion. 

2. This is rank Popery, and they are true Pro- 
reſtants, believing that we are not ſaved for our 
works, but for the fake of Chriſt. Anſuer. It 


is indeed the very life and ſoul of Fopery. Bur 


what is Popery, but the product of man's corrupt 
nature framing a way of ſalvation according to the 
covenant of works? So even Proteſtants have 
Popiſh hearts by nature. A flcating principle in 

the head, received by means of education, or o- 
ther external teaching, will never be able to change 
the natural bent of the heart, It is the teaching 
of the Spirit, with power, which only can dp 
that. It is an article of the profane Proteſtant's 


religion, That there is a heaven and a hell: yet 


they live, as if there were neither of them.— 


That the grace of Cod teacheth to deny ungodli- 
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neſs and worldly luſts, and to liye ſaberl y, righteouſ-. 
ly, and godly in this preſent. world: vet heir life 
and practice is as far from this principle, as the caſt 
is diſlant from the weſt. Men do not always! live. 
according to their profeſſed principles: there. 
fore, in this point, the head may look one way, 
and the heart another. 

3. They are perſuaded, that of themGeires, 
vichont the grace of God, they can do nothing ; 
that there is no ſtrength. in them. Ar/wer.. Ma- 
ny have this in their mouths, who never to this 
day were let into a view of their own utter inabi- 
lity to help themſelves. They take up that prin- 

ciple, rather to he a, cover. to their floth, and a 
pretence ⁊o ſhift duty, than qut of any conviction 


of the truth af it, in their own ſouls. Hence 
none are readier to delay and put off falvation- 


work from time to time than they; as if they 


could really do all, and that at any time, | But 


whatever be of that, this is an inſignificant plea; 1 
the proud Phariſee might have pleadzd that as 
well as yon, and yet he ſtood upon his works with 
God, Luke xvii, 11. forced. The matter hes 
here ; they profeſs they can do nothing without 
the help of grace; but when by the help of grace 
they have done their duty, they think God can- 

not but ſave them, who - ſo ſerve him; as if 


God's grace helped meu to purchaſe their own 


ſalvation. 

4. They are convinced that they cannot | keep 
the law perfectly, but when they have done all 
| they can, they look to Chriſt to ſupply all where- 
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in they come ſhort. Anſwer, The truth is, that 


no. body is ſp far from doing all they” can, as 
fuch men are who pretend moſt to it: there are 
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many things they never do, which yet are within 
the compaſs of their natural powers. But the 
Phariſees, who, no body doubts, dealt with God 
in this way of works, were convinced as well as 
you, that they did not keep the law perfectly; 
but then the ccremonial law afforded them a ſalve, 
in their apprehenſion, for their defects in the du- 
ties of the moral law. Juſt ſo is the caſe in this 
plea, where the deceit lies in that the man lays' 
not the whole ſtreſs of his acceptance with God 
and his ſalvation on the obedience and death 
of Chriſt ; but partly on his own works; zi 
on Chriſt, thus mixing his own righteouſneſs 
with Chriſt's, which the apoſtle rejrcts: The law 
is net of faith ; but, The man that doth them 
all live in them, Gal. iii. 12. Chrift is become 
of no effeft unte you, whoſoever of you ard ye 
tified by the law, chap. v. 4. 

Lafth, They truſt in Chrift for the acceptance 
of all their duties, and are perſuaded they would 
never be accepted but for Chriſt's ſake. Anfwer, 
Men may do this, and yet ſtill keep the” way of 
the covenant of works. Being perfuaded that 
the beſt of their duties are not without ſome im- 
perfection, they look to get them accepted as 
they are for Chriit's ſake, fo as Cod vill there- 
upon juſtify and ſive them, give them his favour, 
pardon their fin, keep them our of hel}, and give 
them heaven, Thus, they make vſe of Christ, 
for obtaining ſalvation by their own works; as 
ſome Papiſts teach, that our own works me- 
1it by. Ertue of the merits of Chriſt, and | 


that they merit not, but as they are dipt in 
his bloods But the way of the fecond covenant 


i to look to Chrict alop, for the acceptance of 


* 
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_. our perſons, to juſtification and ſalvation ; and 


then our perſons being accepted, to look to him 
alſo for the acceptance of our works, not in 


point of Juſtification, but of ſanCtification only. 
This was Paul's way, Phil. iii.” 8. 9. Yea, deut- 


l/s, and J count all things but loſs, ſor the excel. 
lency of the knowledge be Chrift Jeſus my Lord : 
for whom I have ſuffered the byſs of all things; and 
ds ciunt them but dung, that I may win Chriſty" ai 
be found i in bim, not having mine un righteouſneſs, 
which is of the lau, but that which is through the 


faith of Chrift, the righteouſneſs which i is of Gallop: 


faith, 8 
6 deal impardially its . yourſelves 40 ibis 


matter, and be not too eaſy in this important 
point.” The heart of man is a depth of deceit.; 
and if you are not exerciſed to root up this weed 
of legality, and have felt the difficulty of ſo do- 
ing: *tis a {hrewd fign-ye are yet under the cove» 


nant of works: the miſery of whict condition lam 
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The Miſery of thoſe robo are under the” bro- 
ken Covenant of Works. 


Docr. I. Mar in his natural Hate, bring under 
the braten covenant' of works, is under the 
curſe. 


E RE is the cafe in which Adam left all 
E his children, the caſe of all by nature. 
Behold here as in a glaſs the doleful condition of 
ſinners by the breach of the firſt covenant, they 
are under the curſe, I ſhall confider this dread» 


ful condition, 


dea. 2. Of the Curſe of the broken Covenant ITE 


1. More generally. 


11. Take a more 1 view of che * 
ful condition of the natural man, under the curſe. 
of the broken covenant of works. 


II. Apply the geg. d''s of 
; 
— view of the * under . in 
tbeir natural fate are. | 


I. I ſhall conſider the dycadful condition in 
which men in a natural ſtate are, under the bro- 
ken covenant of works. And here let us come” 
der, 


* 


1. What enge that is which — aue vader. 
2. What it is to be under the curſe. 


3. Confirm the doctrine, That man in his na- 
mal ſtate, being under the ny ney covenant of 
works, is under the 2 | | 


What the curſe is which naturaF men are 
under. 


FIRST, I ſhall conſider what curſe chat is which 
they are under. It is the ſentence of che lau as 
a covenant of works, binding over and devoting 
the ſinner to deſtruction. Thus the covenant 
being made with the awful ſanction of death, 
Gen. ii. 17. vpon the tranſgreſling of it, the e 
is pronounced, Gen. iii. And fo it i, 
1. God's curſe, as the finner's Lawgiver ** 
judge: it is his ſentence. of death againſt the 
tranſgreſſor, the doom pronounceil by him on the 
male factor, that has not continued in all things 
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which are written in the baok of the law' to do. 
them. It is expreſsly called the curſe the Lord, 
Prov, wi. 33. and thoſe under the people of his 
curſe, II. xxxiv. 5. Man's curſe is 9 cauſe · 
leſs, ſo it miſcari ĩes, it comes not, it does no more 
harm than a bird flying over one's head,” Prov. 
x xvi. 2. But God's curſe is ever on a valid 
weighty cauſe; ſo his juſtice #equires, and it cannot 
miſs, by reaſun of his truth, to come, and lie 
heavy where it does came, by reaſon of bis al- 

mighty power, John iii. 36. f 

2. It is the curſe of the law, Gil. iii. 13. the 
curſe of the broken covenant of works, whoſe pe- 
nalty is death. So it runs in our text, Curſed 75 
every one-that continuethinat in all things. which are 
' written in the back of the law to do them. The law is 
armed with a curſe againft the difobedient, and: 
therefore Waen obedience is nut performed, it is 
poured. out, Dan. ix 11. Of old when men en- 
tered into a covenant, they cut a beaſt in twain, 
and paſſed bet wixt the parts, to ſignify the curſe 
on the breaker, that he ſhovld be like that beaſt. 
Hence the Lord threatens covenant-breakers, Jer. 
Xxxxiv. 18. And JI will give the men that have 
tranſoreſſed' my covenant, - ubich they bad made 
before-me, when they cut the calf. in twam, and 
paſſed between the parts thereof, &c. Compare 
Matth. xxiv. 54, Aud they ſball cut hm a 
Junder, and appoint him his portion with the. 
hypocrites, &c.. As for the curſe of the goſpel, 
as the ſcripture mentions no ſuch thing, it is 
needleſs; the law ſecures the curſe aod'a oa 
curſe on thoſe who deſpiſe the goſpel.  : 

Now, in this curſe there are three. things to be 
conſidered. . | 18 


Sect. 2. & the Curſe of the broken Covenant. 2 
, The revenging wrath of | God is in it, 
Aa XIV. 41. Drpart from me, | ye cus ſed, into 
cverlaſting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gelt. It is the breathing of fiery indignation by 
_ vindictive juſtice againſt the finner. - Sin is ſo op- 
poſite ta the nature of God, that he cannot en- 
dure it; but, his wrath (may I ſay it with reve- 


rvence) takes fie again the ſianer, at the very fight 


of it, and makes the curſe to fly againſt him. See 
his awfully. repreſented Deut. xxix. 420. The an» 
ger of the lord and his jealouſy tall fmake a+ 


goinft that man, and all the curſes tes. ano writ- . 


n in this book ſball lie upon bim. 
-2dly, A binding over of the ſinner unto punih- 


ni. 13. Curfed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 
As the judge, by his fentence of death, binds over 
the criminal to death; ſo God, by his curſe, binds 
over the ſinner umo death in its whole compaſs; 
as in the threatening of the covenant of works. 
Thus he is bound to ſuffer till juſtice is ſatisfied, 
which being without the ſinner's reach, the pu- 


niſhment comes to be eternal It is not a puniſh- 


ment for che amendment of che party, as under 
the covenant of grace; but for reparation. of the 
- -honour of the Lawgiver and law. 

3dly, A ſeparating of the finner unto deſtrue- 
tion, though not of his being, yet of his well- 
being, Deut. xxix. 21. The Lord ſball ſeparate 
bim unto. evil — according 19 all the. curſes of the 
- * ecvenant that are written in this book of the law. 
Hereby the ſinner is exterminated and excommu- 


nicated from the fociety of God's favourites, and 


- fer up as à mark for the arrows of wrath, As 
- accurſed things were tobe deſtroyed, and not kept 


ment for the ſatisfaction of offended- juſtice, Gal. 
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for uſc ; ſo che curſe on the ſinner is a de roting of 
bim to deſtruction, aa a veſſel of wrath, in which 
juſtice may be glorified, 2 Theſſ. i. 9. Such ball 
be puniſbed with everlaſting dejt ruftion It em the pre- 


fence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 
That it is. to * SPE curſe. ö | 


8 E CONDLY, Let us conſider what it to 
be under the curſe. Man in his natural ſtate, being 


under the broken covenant of works, is under the 


curſe; and fo, 
1. He is under the wrath of God; a child of 


wrath by nature, Eph. ii. 3. The wrath of Cod 
abideth on him, John iii. 36. God is diſplea- 
ſed with him; he is not, and cannot be pleaſed 
with him; as without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, Heb. xi. 6. God is ever angry with | him, 
Pal. vii. 11. every day, however he ſpend the day, 
better or worſe. He cannot endure the fight of 
him; The {64i/5 cannot fland in his fight, Pal. 
v. 5. That black cloud of the wrath of God, is 
over his head from the moment of his veing a li- 
ving ſoul, and all along, during his continuance 
in his natural ſtate, under. the broken covenant 
of works. He may be well pleated with himſelf, 
and others may be ſo too, ſaints as well as ſinners; 3 
but God is ſtill wroth with him. 

2, He is bound oxer to revenging jaſlice, It 
has him by the throat, ſaying, Pay what then 
weſt; though perhaps he neither feels the gripe, 


- Nor hears the terrible demand, becauſe his con- 


ſcience is aſleep, and all bis ſpiritual ſenſes are 
faſt bound up: New we know, (ſays the apoſtle), 
that what things the law ſaith, it faith to them 
who are under the I:w ; that every mouth may be. 
feopped, and all the world may beceme guilty be- 


Sect. 2. Mat it is to be under the Cuiſe. t77 


fare Cod: guilty (Gr. compare Acts xxviii..4.), 
that is, under revenging juſlice. The holineſs 
of God gave out the holy commandment in 
the. coyenant, juſlice annexed the threatening 
of death to the breach of it, truth ſccures the 
accompliſhment of the threatenivg, and fo lays 
the finner under juftice, without relief. So that 
there is no parting of them, till the utmoſt far- 
thing be paid (2 Theſf. i. 9. puriſbed” with, Gr. 


fuffer juſlice or vengeance, everlaſting dg Winn Y 


by the ſinner himſelf or a cautioner. 

3. He ſtands as a mark for the arrows of ven- 
geance ; he is a devoted man in law, tied to the 
Rake, that the law and juſtice of God: may diſ- 
burden all their arrows into him, and that in 
him may meet all the plagues flowing from aven- 
ging wrath: be turn not, ſuys the pſalmiſt, 6 
{ God] will uber hit ſuord he lat bent bis bew, 
and make it ready. He. 8 7 prepared for hins 
the inflrumenis - of death: be ordaineth his\ag- 
rows againſt, the perſecuters, Pſal. vil. 12. 13. 
Job complains that he was ſet as a mark for God's: 
arrows, Job xvi. 12. 13. but natural men haue 
better reaſon for that complaint. They are in 
law devoted heads; on which the law bas laid its 


hand as on the head of a ſacrifice, as a ſignal for. 


cutting off; Pſal. xciv. 23. He Mall cut them off 
in their own wickedneſs ; yea, the Lord our: God 
all cut chem off. | Plal xxxvii. 22. 10 that be 
curſed of him ſball be cut off. | 

O if men did believe this to be their condition 
under the broken covenant of works, what reſt 
could they poſſibly have while in that ſtate ? Ho- 


would they anxiovfly-_inquire, What way they 


might be diſcharged from that broken bargain ? 
Bur alas! as the unbelief of the threatening was 


% 
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the cauſe of the deſperate adventure to break the 


covenant ;z ſo the unbelief of the curſe following 
| thereupon, is the cauſe why they are faly, under 
it. Therefore I ſhall | * 


Confirmation of the truth #4 the 469% ihe, 
That man under the broken covenant of 
works is under the curſe. 


THIRDLY, I ſhall coufirm the doftring, 


That man in his natural ſtave, being under the 
broken covenant of works, is under the curſe, _ 
1. This is evident from plain ſeripture tellimo- 
ny. Our tcxt is expreſs. Therein it is proved 
from the records of the court of heaven, as 0 
this proceſs: It is: written, Curſed it every ane 
that .continacth. not in all things which are writ-. 
ten in] the book :of the law to do them.. This ſen- 
tence is extracted out ot Deut. xxvik 26- Curſed 

be he that confirmeth nat all the "words of this law 


10 di them. And the apoſtle plaialy deſigns the 


perſons agaiaſt whom this ſentence is paſſed, Dame- 
ly, thoſe that are under che law, Rom. iii. 19. 
compared with chap. vi. 14. Who then can make 
any doubt of it? It is as firm as the truth of God 


can make it, in his word, and under his hand and 


ſcal. 
2. It is exident from the conſideration of the 


juſtice of God, as ſupreme Rector and Judge of. 


the world ; by which he cannot but do right, and 


give ſin its due. Two chings will clear it. 

, The breaking of chat covenant, whereof all 
under it are guilty, deſerves the curſe. They 
broke it in Adam, and they are breaking it every 
day; and ſo they deſerve the curſe. Now, fin's. 


dcſerving of the curſe, docs not ariſe E the. 


- uw 
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threatening of. cteroal wrath annexed for a'fanc- 
tion to the commands in the law, as our new di- 


vinity would have it; that is framed for bringing 
believers under the curſe of the law too. But it 
ariſes from fin's contrariety to the command of 
the holy law ; for it is manifeſt, that ſin does not 


therefore PEARS a curſe, becauſe a curſe is threat- 


ened againſt it; but becauſe, it deſerves a m | 


r a curſe is hreatenel. 

Now look at fin in the glaſs of- the boly « com» 
mandment, and you will-ſee it deſer ves the curſe. 
For the commandment is 

(t.) An image of the fovereign ſpotleſs holineſs of 
God ; "The law is boly, Rom. vii. 12. When God 
wouldlet ont the beams of dis own bolineſs to man, 
he pave him the law of the ten commandments, as a 
tranſcript of it, and wrote them in his heart; and 
afterwards, the writing being much defaced, - he 
wrote them to him in his word. So the com- 
manement. is holy without ſpot, as-God is. 80 


that the creature riſing up agaiaſt the command: | 


ment, riſeth up againſt God. 
(2) It is an image of his righteouſneſs and equi- 


6% whereby he does juſtly to all ; The cemmandment 


Hut, Rom. vii. 12. The commandment is all right 
in every part, and of perpetual equity: I efteem 
all thy precepts concerning all things ta. be right. 


Pſal. cxix. 128, Look to it as it preſcribes our du 
ty to Gad, to our neighbour, and to ourſelves, ' 


Tir. zi. 12. It is of ſpotleſs and perfect righteouſ- 
neſs, as that God is whoſe Rade nature and 
will it repreſents, 


(3.) An image of his goodneſs ; : The command. | 


ment is—gced, Rom. vii. 12. It's all lovely, loves 
ly io __ part ; lovely io itſelf, and in the eycs of 
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all who arc capable to diſcern truly,” what is good 
and what evil; Pal. xeix; 97. O how love I thy 
law ! Conformity to it is the perfection of the crea» 
ture, and its true happiaeſs, as rendering the crea- 


ture like unto God, 1 John iii. 2. 


Thus the breaking of the covenant by doing 
contrary to the holy commandment, is the tranſ- 
greſling of the holy, juſt, and good will of our 
Sovereign Lord; a defacing of add doing violence 
to his image, who is the chief good and infinite 
good. Therefore ſin is the chief or greateſt evil, 
and conſequently deſerves the curſe. += 

© -2dly, Since it deſerves the curſe, the juſtice of 


God, which gives every thing its due, enſures the 


curſe upon it, Gen. xviii. 25. 2 Theſſ. i. 6. If fin 
did not lay the ſinner under che curſe, how would 
the rectoral juſtice of God appear? He vill rain 
a terrible ſtorm on the wicked, not becavſe he de- 
lights in the death of the ſinner, but becauſe he 
loves righteoufneſs, Pal. xi. 6. 7. and his rigb- 
teouſneſs requires it. 


3- It appears from the threatening of the cove 
nant, Gen. ii. 17. In the day that thou eateſft there- 


bf, thou ſbalt ſurely del That threatening being a 
threatening of death in its whole extent, enſures 
the curſe on the ſinner whenever he tranſgreſſeth 
the command. And the truth of God requires 
that it take eſfect, and be not like words ſpoken to 
the wind. Here is the caſe then, man came un- 
der the covenant of works, wherein death was 
thre-tened in caſe of tranſgreſſion: now the cove- 


nant is broken. It hehoved then of neceſſity; 
that that moment man ſinned, he ſhould be bound. 


over to the revenging wrath of God, or fall un- 
der the curſe. And in that caſe all natural men 


dect. 2. are under the Curſe. 18. 


lie, And thus the ſentence of the 3 
immediately on ſimning, Gal. iii. 0. Curſed is every 
one that cont inuoth not, &c. in the proſent teuſe; a- 
grecable to the tenor of the —— In * 
day that thou eateft, &c- 

4: 1f man had once run the courſe of his "LY : 
dience, being come to the laſt point of it, he 
behoved to have been juſtified and adjudged to 
, eternal life, according the tenor of the covenant, 
| Rom. x. g. The man which doth thoſe things ſball live 


\ 


by them; the ſentence of the law would immediate 
ly have paſſed in his favour, according to the pro- 
f miſe. And therefore man. having once broken 
| the covenant, falls under the curſe, and is adjud- 
' ged to eternal death: for the curſe bears the ſame 
I 
| 
c 


relation to the threateniog, that law. juſtiſication 
bears to the promiſe. Hence it is that the uube - 
liever is declared to be eee already, Joha iii. 
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18. | 
4 Lafily, Chritbs being * a curſe for finners, 
| is a clear evidence of ſinners being naturally un- 
1 der the curſe, Gal. iii. 13. Chrift hath redeemed 
1 us frem the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 


1 for us. He took their place in the broken cove- 
: nant of works, Gal. iv. 4. 5. that bearing the | 
h curſe due to them, they might be ſet free upon | 
A their union with him. Hence they who by faith 

0 are united to Chriſt, having his ſatisfaction im- 

. puted to them, are delivered from the curſe, as 

as 


borne for them, and away from them, by their $i 
8. Surety : but all others remain under i it, as not | 
v, being reputed to have ſatisfied it. A 
+ Thus far in the general, concerning this dreadfut 1 
n. condition. But, A 
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A more particular view of the dreadſul condi- 
tion of the natural man, under the cu 


of the broken covenant of works. 
II. We muſt take a more particular 'view of the 


1 e& 1904 


dreadful condition of the natural man under the 


eurſe of the broken covenant of works. And here 
opens the moſt terrible ſcene that men are capable 
of beholding, in time or eternity. Happy they who 
timely behold it ſo, as to be thereby ſtirred up 
to flee to Chriſt. It comprehends both the finful-- 
neſs and the miſery of a natural ſtate,” the curſe 


being the chain by which the finner is bound over 


to death in. its full latitude, as it ſtands in the 
threatening of the covenant, Gen. ii. 17. and by 
which he is ſtaked down under that death. And 
we ſhall take a view of this the natural man's cons 
dition, by the breach of the "covenant of works, 

in this life, and after this life. ; 


The condition of the natural man under the 
curſe, in this hi ife. 


r IRS T, The natural man's condition 2 Ys ; 
the curſe of the broken covenanr, is very ter rible 


in that part of it which takes place in this life. 


he execution of the curſe is not quite delayed to 


another world: it is begun in this l'fe, carried 
further on at death, and full and final execu- 
tion comes at the lajt day. As to that part of this 
condition which takes place in this life, we- ſhall 


have the more diltinft view of it, if we take it up 


in theſe follo:ving pz Fr s as lo the lou}; ns boy 
Gy, and the v hole o. 4 


The canditi en of 75 are man's foul under | 
the curſe. | 


4 irft, Let vs view the condition of the natural 


"eas as So. he. ads. Mo Bi oi a ECG 


MW 
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man's ſoul under the curſe - The natural man's 
ſoul is under the curſe. , It is the moſt noble part 
of the man, but the beavieſt part of the curſe 
lics upon it. And therefore Chriſt's ſoul · ſuffer | 
ings, When he was made a curſe for us, were the 
molt terribie of all his ſufferings. That is che i- 
ward man into which the curſe . 
or od, Pfſal. cix. 18. In the moment man 
bis ſoul fell under the curſe, And N „ 
I. His ſoul was ſeparated from God, in favour 
wich whom his life le, Hal. XxXVi. 5; Deut. XXix 
21. The courſg of ſaving influences was ſtopt, the 
ſun went quite dowp on him, and he loſt God, his 
friend, bis life, the ſoul of: his foul. Thus na- 
turul men live without God, Eph. ii. 12. ſepara- 
ted from him, II. Ia. 2. No. ſaving intcrcourſe 
bet wixt God and them, more than there is bo- 
1wixt us and our fricads now lying i in the grave 
Plat, v. 4. Amos Ei. 3. They hear his word 
preached but, alas k they Eear not his own. 
voice, John wi zy They pray to him, but le 
hears them not neither; John ix. 31. Gedern 
not finaers. They bang on about the poſts of his 
.davss, but they never get a fight of the King's 

face. Be where they will, in che church or in 
the tavern, in duiy or odo it, they are ever at 
2 diſtance from God. The reaſon is, they are un- 
der the curſe, which is as a great gulf fixed betwixt 
God and them, tbut there cak be no communi- 
cation betuixt them; none by any means, but 
what can dry up the gulf, or remove the curſe; 
which the blood of Chrid only applied to the 
ſoul can do. 

2. Hence, man's ſoul· beauty was loſt z death ſci- 
ziag on him by fin, his beauty went off. As when 
R 2 
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Chrit curſed the bg ice, it withered away z its 
bloſloms went up as duſt, irs verdure and green- 
neſs were loſt: fo the curſed ſinner was ſtript of 
his original righteouſneſs, : the light of his mia, 
the rectitude of his will, the orderlineſs of his 
affections, and the right temper of all the facul- 
ties ot his ſoul, Gen, iii. 7. 8. I hus, under the 
.curſc, the natural man's foul lies in ruins, dead in 
treſpaſſes aui fins, Eph. ii. 1. dead to God, dead 
to righteouſneſs, deal to its primitive conſtitution 
and frame, though in a living bod 
A dead corpſe is an awtu} ſight, where the foul 
is gone. But thy dead foul, from which God is 
gone, O natural man, is a more auful one. 
Couldſt thou ſee thy inward man; as well as thou 
ſceſt the outward, thou · wouldſt fee a ſoul within 
thee of a ghaſtly countenance, the eyes of its un- 
derſtanding ſet, its ſpeech. laid, all the ſpiritual 
ſenſes now locked up, no pulſe of kindly affection 
towards God beating any more; but the ſoul lying 
ſpeechleſs, nnn cold, and um like a ee 
under the curſm. | 
3. Hence the whole ſoul is e in all the 
dacelies thereof, Gen. vi. 5. God ſato that the withs 
edneſs of man was great 10 the earth, and that c- 
very imagination of the thiughts of bis heart was 
-enly evil continually. | Jer. xvii. g. The heart is de- 
ceitful above ail things, and deſperately wicked : 
ruhe can naw it? As the foul being gone, the 
body corrupts; ſo the foul being diveſted of its o- 
-riginal rightcouſnefs, is wholly corrupted and de- 
filed, having a kind of verminating life in it, Pfal. 
xiv. 3. They are altogether become filthy. And 
as when the curſe was laid on the earth, the very 
nature of the ſoil was altered; ſo the ſouls of men 
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under the curſe are quite altered from their origi 
nal holy conſtitution- This appears in * the 


faculties thereof. 
(.1.) Look into the mind, framed ac-firſt rate 


the cye of the ſoul; there is a lamentable altera- 


«tion upon it under the curſe © how is the fine 


: gold become dim! I here is a miſt upon it, whereby 
it is become weak, dull, and ſtupid in ſpiritual 
things, and really incapable of theſe things, 1 Cor. 
tie: 14. The natural man receiveth not the things of 
- the Spirit of God ; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him : 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned. Darkneſs has fat down on 
the mind; Eph. v. 8. Te were ſometimes dark- 
nei and there ſpiritual blindaeſs and ignorance 
reigu, not to be removed by man's inſtruction; or 
any power leſs than what can take off the curſe. 
This curſed ground is fruitful of miſtakes, miſap- 
prehenſions, deluſions, monſtrous and miſhapen 
conceptions, in divine things: doubtings, diſtruſt, 
unbelief of divine revelation, grow there, of their 
on accord, as the natural product of the curſed 
foil; while the ſeed of the word of the king- 
dom ſown there does periſh, and faith cannot 
ſpring up in it, for ſuch is the ſoil that they can- 
not take with it. 

(2. ) Look into the will, e to have the 
een in the ſoul, and it is in wretched plight. 
Its upr ightaeſs for God is gone, and it is turned 
away backward from him. It is not only under 

an inability for good, having loſt all power to turn 
itſelf that way, Rom v. 6. We were withaur 
AHrength. Phil. ii. 13.- For it is God which worleth 


in you to will and to de bit good leaſure: but it: 


is averſe to it, as the untrained bullock is to. the 
K. 3. 
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yoke, Pal. Ixxxi. 11. My people would not hear ken 
10 my voice, and Iſrael would none of me. Luke 
XIX. 14. We will not have this man to reign over ws. 
John v. 40. Te will not come unto me, tht ye might 
heve life. The will is ſet in direct oppoſition and 
contrariety to the will of God, Rom. viii. 7. The 
carnal mind is enmity againſt Cad ſor it is not ſub- 
jet to the law of God, neither indeed can be. It is 
a heart of ſtone, that will break, ere it bow to 
the will of God; and will remain refractory and 
contumacious againſt him, till the curſe be remo- 
ved, and the nature of the ſoul changed, though 
it ſhould be plicd with all the joys of heaven, and 
all the terrors of hell. It is prone to evil, having 
a fixed bent unto ſin, Ho. xi. 7: My people are 
bent unto backfliding from me, and this pranenefs 
to fin nothing can alter, but an omnipotcnt hand. 

(3.) Look into the affeftions, framed to be the 
arms and feet of the ſoul for good, and they are 
quite wrong. Set ſpiritual objects before them 
to be embraced, then they are powerleſs, they can- 
not embrace them, nor prip them ſtedfaſtly; they 
rrefently grow weary, and let go any hold they bave 
af them: like the ſtony ground hearers, who, 
becauſe they had no root, withered away, Matth. 
iii. . But as for carnal objects agreeable to their 
laſts, they fly upon them, they claſp and twine a- 
bout them; they hold fo faſt a grip, that it is with 
no ſmall difficulty they can be got to let go their 
hold. Summon them to duty, they are flat, there 
n no raiſing of them, they cannot ſtir: but on 
the leaſt onal given them by temptation, they 
{re like Saul's hungry ſoldiers, flying on the ſpoil. 

(a) Look into their conſcience, framed to be 
ia the foul Gol'Sdepury for judgement, his ſpy, 
and warchman over Lis creature ; and it is mile] 
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rably corrupted, Tit. i. 15. —- Their mind and con- 
ſcience is daſiled. It is quite unfined for its office, 
It is fallen under a ſleepy diſtemper, fleeping.and 
loving to ſlumber. So it is a dumb conſcience; of- 
ten not meddling with the work of directing, in- 
forming of the will of God, warning againſt fin, 
and exciting to duty: and thus men are left as 
when there was no king in Iſrael, every one doing 
that which is right in their own eyes. Sometimes 
being conſalted, it gives quite wrong orders, call - 
ing darkneſs light, and light darkneſs, having 
toſt its right judgement ; like thoſe of whom our 
Lord ſpeaks, John xvi. 2.— The time cometh,” that 
wheſcever hilleth you, will think that be doth God 
ſervice. And accordingly it exculeth, where it 
ſhould accuſe ; and accuſerh where it ſhould excuſe. 
And if it be once e e e it drives 
towards deſpair. | 
(5.) Laſtly, Look into the memory, framed to 

be the ſtorehouſe of the ſoul; and the ſymptoms 
of the curſe appear there roo. Things agreeable 
to the corruption of nature, and which may 
ſtrengthen the ſame, ſtick faſt in the memory, fo 
that often one cannot get them forgotten, though 
they would fain have their remembrance razed. 
But ſpiritual things natively fall out of it, and are 
ſoon forgotten; the memory like a leaking veſſel 
letting them ſlip. | 

2. Man being in theſe reſpects ſpiritually dead, 
the which death was the conſequent of the firſt 
fin; the curſe lies on him as a grave-ſtone, and 
the penalty binds it upon him, that he cannot reco- 

ver. 80 he is in ſome ſort, by the curſe, buried 
out of God's ſight. Thus ſinners are ſaid to be 
concluded in unbelicf, Rom. xX 32:; ſhut up as in 


* 
* 
* ? 
YI 


— 
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2 priſon, under the lau, viz. with its curſe, Gal. 
iti. 23. So when Chriſt comes to finners with his 
offers of life and ſalvation, he finds them bound 
in a priſon, I. lxi. 1. — He hath ſent mt pro- 
claim — the opening of the priſon to them that are 
bound. They are under chains of darknefs, even 
the chains of the curſe on all the faculties of the 
ſoul ; which they can no more ſhake of them, 
than a dead man can looſe and throw off him his 
dead cloaths, hoiſe up his grave · ſtone, and come 
forth to the light. The curſe cuts off the commu» 
nication between God and the ſinner, and ſo cloſes 
up all door e eee eee IP 
that which can remove the curſe. | 
8. Hence that nm e e grouy: 
more and more. As the dead corpſe, the longer it 
lies in the grave, it rots the more, till devouring. 
death has perfected its work in its utter ruin: ſo 
the dead ſoul under the curſe grows worſe. and 
worſe, in all the facultics thereot, till ic is brought 
to the utmoſt pitch of ſin and miſery. in hell, 
2 Tim. iii. 13. like evil men and ſedicers waxing 
worſe and worſe. Sin continuing its reign in the 
ſoul, muſt needs gather ſtrength ; and the longer 
the corruption ot nature continues, the ſtronger 
it grows. And. hence it is, that. ordinarily the 
longer one has lived in an irregenerate ſtate, the 
pangs of the new birth are the more ſevere. 
6. And hence the corruption of nature ſhoots+ 
forth itſelf in innumerable particular. luſts, accor» 
ding to its growth, Mark vii. 21. 22. 23. For 
from within,, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders; thefts, . . 
eovetouſneſs, wickedneſs, deceit, laſciviouſne/ſs, an e- 


vil eye, blaſphemy, pride, fooliſpneſs : all theſe evil! 
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things come ſrem within, and defile. the man. Thele 
all ſpring up in the ſoul under the curſe, in ſurh 


Plevty as at length to cover the face of the whole 
ſaul, as the curſed earth brings forth thorns and 


thiſtles without rhe pains of the huſbandman, and 


as ncttles do the face of the ſluggard's vineyard, 
Prov. xxiv. 30. 31. The man thinks himſelf very 
far from ſuch a ſin as he has not been tried with: 
dut when a ſit temptation offers, he appears in his 
own colours ; why? but becauſe the foul under the 
r was fit to conceive by ſuch a temptation. © 
7. And theſe luſts grow ſtronger and ſtronger. 
The man who firſt walks in the counfel of the un- 
gedly, proceeds to fand in the way of finners, and 
at length firs down in the ſeat of the ſcornful, Pal. i. 


1. The more corrupt one's nature grows, the more 


nouriſhment it ſends forth to feed and fleſh particu - 


lar luſts. And theſe luſts ating according to their 
nature, gather ſtrength by exerciſe: ſo that cu- 
ſtom makes their acting ſo eaſy and ready, that they 
rome at length to refuſe to be managed, like thoſe 
vf whom Peter ſpeaks, 2 epiſt: ii. 14. having eyes 
full of adultery, and that cannot ceafe from fin. And 
the man muſt quit the reias to them, they are quite 
TON his control, Jer. xiii. 23. | 

But this is not a'l the miſery of the ſou] under 
— curſe : there are additional plagues, which by 
the .curſe they are liable to, who are under it. 
'Fheſe ſoul-plagues are of two ſorts; ſent ſtrokes, 
and tormenting plagues. 
1. Silent firokes, which make their way iato the 


foul with no noiſe : but the leſs they are felt, they 


are the more dangerous; ſuch as, 


(.) Judicial blindoefs,\Eph. iy 18. Having the 
underflandins darkened, being alienated from the 
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life of God, through the ignorance that is in them, 
becauſe of the blindneſs of their beart. They are na- 


turally blin. , and love not to have hein cyes open- 


ed, Joha iii. 19. — Men {ve darkneſs,rather than 
light, becauſe their deeds are evil. However, ſome 


sleams of light get jato their minds, while it 
ſuines in the word. Cn about. them. But they 
kebel againſt the light, ſhut, their eyes upon it, 
and ſo make themſelves more blind, Job Xxi..14. 


Therefore they fay unte God, Depart from ut for 
we defare nat the knowledge of thy ways. Wherer 
fore God, in his juſt judgment, . cauſes the light 
to withdraw, that it ſhall not enter into their ſouls 
and leaves them to Satan to be by him bl nded 
more than ever, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. But If aur,goſpel 


be hid, it is hid to them that are left. in whom the. 
god of this world hath bl:nded_ the minds . of them | 
which believe not, left the light of the glerious ge/pel of - 


Chrift, who is the image of Cad, aul Vine water 
them, 


(.) Strong dclufions.. Men living under che 
goſpel- light, having the truth clearly diſcovered 
to them, do often keep the truth priſoner, Rom. 
i. 18. % hold the truth in unrighteauſne/s, . + 


They receive the true principles iato their heads, 


but they will-not allow them to model their .lives ., 


in conformity to the truth. So they receive, net 
the truth in love. For avenging of which duar- 


rel they are given up to a ſpirit of deluſion, 


2 Thefl ii. 10. 31.—becauſe they received net the 


wes the truth, that they mipht be ſaved. — Fer 


this cauſe Cod ſhall fend them firong delufien, that 
they ſhould believe @ lie. Thus is the curſe begin- 
ning to work at this day, for the contempt of the 


glorious goſpel 3 and how the fearful plague of 
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deluſion may ſpread ere it end, God only knows. 
(I.) Hardneſs of heart, Roch. l. 5, Mens 1 
hearts are naturally hard 200 inſenſible. : but un- | 
der ſoftening means they Rarden them more: and | 
God hardens them judicially,” Rom. ix. 18.— 1 
Whom the will he bardeneth ; ; with-holdipg his grace 
from them, Deut. XXIx. 4. as Moſes ſaid to the 
Hraelites, The Lord hath not gi den you a heart to 
perceive, and eyer to fee, and ears to hear : blaſljni g 
al-mearis to them, whether pr ovidences'or ordi- 
nances, whereby others are bettered, ſo that they 
do them no good, Hol. iv. 17. Epbraim i ir joined to 
ideals: let him alone : expoſing them in his holy pro- 
vidence to ſuch objects; as their corruptions make | 
an'occaſion of finning more, Deut. ii. 30. 3 giving 10 
them over to their luſis, leaving them to the temp- 10 
tations af the world, and to the power of Satan, if 
and ſuffering them to proſper in an evil courſe. = 
Whereby it comes to paſs that they are hardened if 
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in ſin more than before. | 

| (4) A reprobate ſenſe, Rom. i. 28. whereby | 
men loſe the faculty of diſcerning betwixt good { 

and evil, as thofe who are deprived of the ſenſe of 

taſting * know no difference betwixt bitter and | 
ſweer., Thus men who being wedded to their luſts, 4 
and ean by no means be brought to part with them, 
but treat that light which diſcovers the evil of them 
as an enemy, are ſometimes in the fearful judge- 
ment of God ſuffered to proceed this length, that; 

they can ſee no evil even in groſs ſins, \ but vile | 
abominitions are in their eyes harmleſs things. 4 
(S.) Laſtly, Vile affections, Rom. i. 26. Many 

a time vile aſſections ſtir in, the ſoul, and the grace 
of Gad in ſome, and reaſon and a natural con- 4 


Fi 
ſcience in others, do ſtrive againſt them, and re 10 
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preſs their fury. Theſe are the product of the 
corruption of nature. in all men: but this, ſoul · 
plague i is more  dreadtul. In is. the foul js, given 
up to cheſe v vile affections, ſo that by them they are 
commanded, . and ruled, and led, like; beafts,. withi- 
out xcaſon, A fearful caſe p,reafon and conſcience 
are impriſoned, all power, and rule over the. ſaulis 
taken out of their hands : and the rabble of vile 
paſſtons and affeQions manage alli wiahoutjcon+ 
trol. 80 chat the ſoul is like af ſhip gtiſea without 
2 governor, chat is toſſed hitbexahd thigher, heing 
entirely under eee, of cher ind · and 
waves. „ et e viel nnn 
2. Tormenting plagues, which make to 
feel them, to its great pain and uncaſiusſs. d Ma- 
ny are the e zecutioners employed aganyſtahedout 
fallen under the curſe, who. together do. pierce, 
rack, and rend it as it were, in pieces. Phefe are 
tormenting paffons, which had never appeared in 
the foul had it not fallen into ſin, and fo upder 
the curſe. Such tormenting plagues, Whickithe 
foul under the curſe is hadle to, are Erne 
following. n dove 
ft, Diſcontent. This haunts the foul like a 


ghoſt, ever ſincg man fell from — 
ſures, Me would 
he 


greater, ſometimes, in leſſer, 


not reſt contented in God an from that ti 
could have no more content wichin him Het 
muſt have all his will, otherwiſc ha z-difcontepts 
ed; and that he ſhall never get, till Gods Ne 
bis will; and chat will never be till he, be deleted 
from under the curſc. Hence wretched man is born 


weeping, lives complaining and: diſcontented, and 


dies pee What aws, axes, and. barrbws 


of iron does this diſcontent. draw through the ſoul; 
* 5 


—_ Fa «at ms ua. 


25 


W 


— 
- 


in fretfulneſs, impaticnee, murmuring, grudgi 0%, 


-Yepining, quarrelling with God and men; whece- 
by men become a burden to the Spirit of God, a 


burden to others, and a burden to themſetves ? 


The diſcontented ſoul is ruffled and rankled with 
very ſmall trials, Eke Ahab, Haman, &c. yea and 
often with it kiows not what; only there is ſome- 


thing wanting, and the mind is uneaſy. The my- 
ſtery lies here, the peace of God is not ruling in the 
heart, Col. iii. 1 5. Phil. iv. 7. 

' 2dly, Wrath. This is a fire in the man's boſom, 
to burn him up; an arrow, a dagger, 2 ſword 
piercing to the very ſoul, Job v. 2. For wrath killeth 
the fooliſh man. This fills him witch rage and fu- 
, and makes the whole ſoul like the troubled 
ea, when it cannot reſt, but its waves tof5 them- 
ſelves and roll up and down, caſting up mire and 
dirt. The proud heart with temptation ſwells ; 
and theſe will no more be wanting to ns while 
here, than the air will be free from midges in 
the heat of ſummer, that the man may travel un- 
diſtarbed. The ſecret diſcontent in the ſoul, fol- 
Towing on its loſs of God, is the cauſe of this, as 
well as of other tormenting paſſions. Hun- 
gry folk are ſoon angry. The gaawing hunger in 


the ſoul after happineſs and faticfaction, from 


which ir is barred under the curſe, makes them 
fo peeviſh and wratbful. _ W 

Jay, Anxiety, whereby the ſoul is as it were 
ſtretched on tenter-hooks, and is drawn aſunder 
by divers thoughts, and put on the rack. Many 
are the grounds of this Torture to the ſoul. 
Sometimes it is on the accontit.of carnal things, 


which come under the name &f-zhe cares of ihis 
life, Luke viii. 14. and as mati luſts as a man 
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his e much : anxicty how de gerne 

to che ſhare of the wretched ſoul. 
pon is racked how to get his covetobſneſs "6 
ted, Han man is racked with his ambition and re- 
venge, Hence the man travalleth with ini- 
quity, "fa In. 14. is in pain as à Woman wich 
child to bring it forth. Sometimes ie s on the 
account of his ſoul's ſtate before God] howto e- 
ſcape the wrath aud curſe of - God; while&the 
dreadful, found'i is in che man's cats: 4 "Alte ii, 37 


what 42 "A. do ? Ads 20 5 Firs; " ie Jn 
{ da to be Saved; This, though it kame to 
nought in many, yet che Lord takes uſe of for 

bringing the elect to Chriſt. 
4thly, Sorrow of heart, which is a weight on 

the ſoul preſſing it down, the native fruit of fin 
and the curſe. There is a flood of forrow let out 
on man under the curſe, which divides itſelf into 
two | great ſtreams. (1.) The forrow of the world, 
2 Cor. vi. 10. Here run over the ſoul, the floods 
at ſorrow a ariſing from worldly loſſes, croſſes, 
diſappointmeots, which men rycet with in'werld- 
ly things, in their bodies, eſtates, reputation, te- 
lations, and the like. And this ſtream never dries 
up, cvcry day has the evil thercof, Matth. vi. If. 
* And as,if che evils: coraiag on men theinfelves 
 mediately or immediately, could“ nor fuffitiemiy 
. cauſe theſe waters to ſwell, ſuch is the Gipönltion 
1 the vl under the curſe, that the good Which . 
others. meer wich; often ſerves to iccreaſe Ren, 
by meaus of envy, ill will, and grudge at their 
proſperity, Job v. 2. Envy flay eth the 1 17 me. 
12) The ſorrows of death, Pial. cxvi. 3. arifing 
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from a ſight af the guilt pf fin lying on, the ſoul 
before, the Lord, which wi ill make ihe moſt ſtout-" - 
hear teil bo their heads. 1 r the, weight, Mat 


XXVii. 3, 4, A 7750 bitter Fiss“ 122 
ſed by ſin and thę curſe; and 6 to im with 
Ae a the brim, at wo : fot a 
-lifter, up of the head to him. 18 


st hh Fear pod. ** which ſet izin * f de 
foul Pots zm end to its caſe and, 0. £ "This co- 
' . yereth the ſoul. yuh blackneſs, darkneſs, and tem- 
Peſbz takes, away its cgurage, ſtrikes A dump upon 
it, and\mgkes it reſtleſs. 8 it is ryofold, both 
Lede of the.curle anche foul. © 
„ G- Terror of [Soy 2p the apprehenſion « of 
_ danger and milery appr oaching, | Man, baving 
ſinned, is by the curſe denounced a rebel, yea and 
adindged to death: hence he. is in God's'x world 
ike a man under. ſentence of death, wandering 
here and there within che. King's $ e 
ready to be frighted at every accident, and no 
8 ſecure or in quictneſs, like Cain, Gen iy, 
How can they be fearleſs among Gad's crea- 
enemy? Guilt is a 


N wm nucls pf fears ; > and Red it comes 


to pass, {hor the ſinner Lowetimes is made to 


| 3 Ps hs Hoſes. of a $1 In a fpec ial 


| foul vit xgrmentivig fear. ras is 2 de · 
ſerided Deut. xxvi „65. 56/64: And antihg” theſe” 
c nates Balk f hay, fad no. eaſe, neither. [hall the ele 
(off thy. fact have, reſt: but the Lord al give the 


there a trembling. 


. forrew of. e, Fay 25 life ſtall hang in doubt 
before thee, a . 72 and nights and 


— 
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of 5 "YN 
Aal Vabe' nou Mrs of thy les. a the marie 
mg 3 1 by G 755 it „ even ic, 


Fa 


at fig: Fi ers mor ning. 
fer the fear + 0 1 0 Feet (ie ith 25 at fear, 
and for N ine gyes which the thouyſhalt ſee... 
(2.) Horror of konſcſence, arifiog.. from ths. 
ſcale of guilt, : and apprehenſans. of Goes wrath. 
againft the ſoul, I. XXXili. 14- The ſurners ü i Con 
are Haid, Jearfulneſs bath ſurpriſed the. Dr poert{ere WM 
B among us ſball dwell with ke devouring fare?" 
who amg us ſhall dwell” wit 10 Rn: 


ing: Tai is of all terrors ak Roby 1 4 
eſt, and makes a deep wo ul, Prov. 


xvili. 14. 4 wounded {pirit who 1 55 Fain - 
could not bear it, Gen. iv. 1 3. das gguld pot 
Y e 


endure it, Matth. xxvii. 3. 4. remiah g prays 
againſt it, Jer. xvii, 17, it made Paſhur a terror 
to himſelf, chap, Xx. 4. This .i is the dreadful 
workings of the curſe, i in the ſoul, giving ita 
foretafte, of bell. And 5 Lk obſerve; three; ; 
degrees of 1.1 pers i PEE" — 5 
. A confuſe : as: 10 one's 8 ew 
— 0 725 => nee with ſuſpicions and. 
jealouſies that matters ATE all wrong betwiat God. 
and the Toul ; like that of eee Marth 2; 
1. 2. who hearing of f the, fame of Jeſns, ſaid unto. | 
his ſervants, This Ic Jahn the Baptif ;, ha ariſen... 
from the "Tedd, and, the 8 J we do... 
Jſbew forth themſe ſelves In ouſciegce m ... 
ſleep long very, ound, and. et. at Jength bes, 1411 


gin to as it were betwixt Ulgeping and was. 
king, 1 01 Tt may fill the man with. uncaſineſs, with 9 


its very may-b#s. For under the curſe it can ne- 
ver be true to a man's eaſe, but will one time or 
other give alarms. 8 | 


1 
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0 enen 


laid to 


battle-A Kray ds Yip 
terrhr to then 
wee Ae dee BEYRL 
no riidfe lob bed on af Career, "by the O 
obſtiriafe inner oer brought t W oy ; theit” | 
luſts ther are bitter ih tien as dchth; Wit 10 Rig ry 
comforts of the erke tek. e 6 Q? SUL 58 3 
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chat ie Was tob ft firo for bi e therefore 


EDT {hat t b ng more fewel 


uite bor Pim up. Such one 


22 con pra! 5 no Job Rang nag natural 


| do fecl'\inder the curle, rhqvg] by, me Pods. 
| of ee Bre 5 find means to _ the, fit 
wel gf" TT oP 


C3 A vehertientand bak Horror b 8 


ean no more fhake o as in Frag caſe, 


AXVit. 3. 4. Theu the guilt tha uh Ja due g 


ſcience, like brimſtone is Naa an re it * 


they cannot quench the flame. he ory Jw of 
wrath dipt in the polſon of 9 Hor. 
into the nul, by iy en 19 | 
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the polſon uten 18 8 if NO 15 | 
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oy b, D vil. 11. I be day Iba! 

wi 1 5 15 Gl 15 grow,” and in the mdriing 
4 to" Furie > But \the 2 

"heb 2 17 4 Pig Fi the is 5 gric and of de- 
. Jperate Jerreu, © This is the" er height: of the 
ſa 8 7 2 in this world, ab the 
| ſtone o on its miſery here: arid den for t is 
5 che Hnsgaz e of the damted . A Man 
wap be under great horror'of di ſeletice] and yer 
there may be a ſecret Rope öff. un durgatel which 

ſupports him: but who cam 66iitevegridhmawex- 
perience, the torment of thitfoulvad hörn idle 
| ſpair hath ſeized; and bath mut up all doors of 

hope ? What à fearful caſe muſt chat ul be 
in, againſt which the fea of the Lords wrath ſo 

. Givells and rages, that it is in chat caſe, Acts xxvii.. 

30. And when neither fun nor far in many days 
. and no ſmall tempeſt Tay en us; ullibope 

i that foould” be” fav war then taten away. 
Ti (Ck the ſoul no eaſe at all, and ſometimes. 
„bath a moſt fearful ſuc, as in Saul and Judas. 

walls It 3q; tf 


bY * The lady is under the curſes. 4 UA 


Dod 303 +: 
TP Srranalys Thee natural man's body fs uüder the 
curſe. The firſt ſin was completed by an action 
21 * body: man ate the forbidden roi; and. 
itho it Swellawed, down death, Virrue of the 
102curſez; which followed ko hard dt le het Coal 


* 
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207 ereating. power raiſed a body, a beautiful fabric, 
NN S- the duſt, and lodged the ſoul a ſfirdt, an 
immortal ſubſtance, in it as in a glorious and con- 
-venient habitation, and he bleſſed the "houſe as 


weil as the inhabizapt, Gen, i, 28. But the houſe 


| he commanded to te kept clean; belag deſiled by | - 


made man a compend of the uhiverſe; By his. 


uſe 
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the ſoul, ſuddealy he curſed the fan habjracion, 
and the original dlefling way ſurce with a hen- 


vy cucſe, Deut. xxyiii. 18, be the fruit 
a thy bady-: And forely, the, T the 


_ Iniplies/a curſe on che 0 
defiled Ihe condition « of , 
3 1 0 ve may view iT 0 3605 


ga 2 9405 163 * 
L I in Hake to many defects and deforniities 
a — cunffitution iberegf, Adam anTBve 
avezeiatthein grcation not on! ſound and evitire 
— fouls, but js their, bodicy, having nothing 


10 unh dy about them. But 0 pars often now is 
keit {een & variation from the original pattern, in 
che wer formation of the body Some are born 
deaf, dumb, blind, or the Hike. Some with a want 
of ſome neceſſary, organ, ſome with what i ſüper- 
Huous. Some with ſuch a NE AP of rp 
l makes them idiots, the 
ing ſo far ont of caſe, that, 1 — 
- ations of the'rationallife; and che ſoul is 
kept in a miſt during the union with th 
All this is owing to fin. and curſe, tbo 
341 there had been no fuch thiogs i in the body 
de RY , "is puter dig do mercy that theſe 
us things Are, Hot Wader 70 by the curſe 
ill che ons ach Alb gnterb er Adams are liable to 
eech 3 and it may de {humbling queſtion; Mere 
vid hore, to the moſt date we anU Peuw ful, a Cor. 
„div. 2. Who maketh thee o Ufer rum another ? 
755 haf hero Hou that thb digt net reetive'? mow 


ah 


rn pncer opens PartIV. | 


2. As the teinperiture of the body i was by the 
firſt fin altered. ſb asuit diſpoſed to ui Gen.. 
7. dy the curſe that degenerate conſtitutſlon of 
it is penally bound on, by whith it comes to- pass 
that it is a ſnare to the ſoul cgntimually. The 
ſeeds of ſio axe. ia itʒ it isfinſul flaſhy Rom, viii. 3. @ - 
vile body Phil. ĩũi. a i. and theſe ſceds ave; never c 
moved while the curſe lies on itz, being part of 
that deatk to which ĩt ĩs bound over:by the;cbrſe.. 
Thus the caſapt the man muſt ngeds be yeryimis 
ſerghle; while a ſinful ſuul. and ſinful icth. retiaio fo.” 
cloſely knit tagether, in the veardlt relation caeh 
a ſnare to the other: the foul diſpoſing the body 
to ſin, and the body the ſoul on thetbher hand, 
the corruption of the whole man muſt mike fear · 
full advances under the curſe. To this is mute 
o wing the croud of fleſbly luſts whioh war apainſt 
the foal; '1 Pet. ii. 11. 3 fuch as ſenſuality, glutto- 
ny, drunkenneſa, filthineſa, &c. which more and 
more drown the ſoul in deſtt uction and perdition#-. e 
And the ſad effects of this dſtemperature of the 
body ate never wanting of one Kind oz another; ia 
all the periods: of life: and by means thereof Rev 
comes io paſs, that the fouls of many are in theiy + 
bodies as ſunk in pee evt Nr n 
fleſh and blood. 1 143 364) ot : OC ye you! 
3. It is under — curſe a voſſul of difhonbuf. 
By its original make, it was à veſſel of honor, 
appointed to honourable uſes, and was fo uſed by 
che ſoul before ſin entered; and every, member 
had its particular honourable ſervice, ſerving Re 
ſoul in ſubordination to God. But now it h 
brought down from its honour, and its members _—_ 5 
yielled inftruments of unrighteouſneſs unto ſin, Rom. 
Vi. . and is n vileſt purpoſes't and ic a 
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is lever löse, to c honour, en dle rute bud 
removed, it becomes the teile f 'Gody by yirrge- © 
of che purchaſe of cr tuade byte bloot'sF '- 
Chriſt. But chile the curſe renmintg its herber 
lies in the duſtj being bouod v ſuch- furl U 
was at. fir put to in looking to, nakiopy Lad ears 
ing ahe ird rn fruit Sec amnctanehdly-eſeriyo” - 


tiontof>thit;, Rom: viL1yoand idowinwends) Ns 


madeibytthe drunkard tke a common fink, by the! | 
gluttom like a trivght; ant often like a N. beafts >! 
under> the:lokd of divers luſts. Every natural 
mam ſaub ines it a drudge : i ſomte * 8 
de A flateitei che vanity of the mind, in others to 
covetonſneſa, in athers to wrath and ts .- 
a word, its unos with the ſintul mw under e 
curſe is become à yoke of von. 75 bft ge 

4. It is halle ue many maske B 


tending to render it uneaſy for the time anf 


length to diſſolve che frame of it. From n 
heavens above us, the air about us, the gürth u 
der nech us, and all that therein is, it is linble: to 
hurt. All the creatures are in a ſtate af emmaity ||. 
to man -while he is an enemy to God and chr 
leaſt fly, that paſſeth dough the air is able d ag 
noy him now: ſo that the natural man 1s 4 ever in 
the midſt of his armed «ncnties: -The-promiſciof 
the covenadt was: hi guard, that white he:kept he 
commandpeny,noicyt could him 
but now the guard is xemoved; und ho is laid uns- 
der the corſe, having broken the. covenaant;'). 1 
whereby not only hi conan · dete nce ia departed 
from bim, but heaven has proclaimed. War agant 
him, armed the whole creation aginſt che n ttt 
his curſe, and ordered chem d be ready tolanack = 
bim on amoment'e warning. Hence the waters 
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ſwallow up ſome, the fire hurts others, beaſts 
wound and bruiſe others, and min is not fafe from 
the ſtones of the field, yea, every creature's hand 
is agaiuſt him, And not only fo; but by the curſe 
men are become miſchievous one to another, fight- 
ing, beating, wounding, and killing one another. 
. There is a'ſeed-plot' of tribe miſcry wihin 
it. ITis by the curſe become a weak body, and q 
Hible to much toil and weariheſs, kainting and 
Janguithiog under the weight'of tke eXertitepiv is 
to, Gen, iii. 19. 'And nor op {6, butt hath 
in itſuch ſeeds of corruption tendiugto its diſſiu - 
tion, as ipring up ia many and various mala dies, | 
which prove ſo heavy many Umes, that they 
make life itſelt a burden. By virtue of tho curie, 
death works in the body, all along from the womb, 
as a mole under ground, till at length it lays the 
whole fabric in the duſt, and leaves not, as it were, 
one ſtone on another, in the grave. No part. af 

the body, without or within, is beyond the reach 
of diſeaſes and torturing pains. The greateſt care 
of the body rannot altogether ward them off: 
The curſe has turned this world into an hoſpital, 
"where ſome are groaning under one diſtemper, 
ſome under another; ſome at one time, ſome at 
another; and ſowesle that reſpect. ae dyiog daily, 
knowing Little or nothing of perfect health. The 
Frongeſt-are lible to be fo weakened-by diſcaſes as 
to be unable to turn themſclyes on a bed; thoſe 
who enjoy the greateſt cafe, to tormenting paios: 
the moſt beaut be a prey tb loathſome diſ- 
eaſes aud ſores; and the der e d 0 

W plagues |; 

6. Laftly, In all theſs reſpedts de body is * 

5 e i ee duty, often hanging like 
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a dead weight upon it, unſitting it for, r and binder: 
ing it from its moſt neceſſary work. Tus f | 
ſoul is in itfelf moſt unfit for ' great wor of 
this ſtare. of trial, by reaſon'of Fe evil qua e 
it under the curſe. But the wretched body g makes ft It 
more ſo, The care of the body! doth ſo take up les 
thoughts With moſt men, that, caridy, for 3 it,” Foe 
ſoul is Joſt, Its ſtrength and vigour, . "ſnare to 
it, and its weakneſs and uneaſineſs often 1 
or quite mar the exerciſes wherein the ſou might 
,profuably be employed, And one may bee the 
ſorlorn caſe. of the ſoul of man in this body under 
the, curſe, how it is on every hand pulled back 
from ſalvation· work, in the caſe of many to whom 
health and ſtrength is ſueh a powerful ſnare, 
while it remains, that they will not, and when 
they are gone, trouble and diſtreſs of body do 8 
fill their, hand, that they cannot, mind their” f 
tion-work to purpoſe. . | 
But it may be objected, That by this account or 
the condition of thoſe under the curſe, the caſe of 
natural men and, of. bclievers, in Chritt is ike ; 
ſince it is evident, that not only theſe bodily mi- 
ſeries, but many of theſe ſoul: miſexies are camman 
to both. -Lanſwer, Thongh it ſeem to bs alike in the 
eyes of bebolders, 4 jn regard theſe miſeries, are ma · 
ierially che ſame, on natural men and on the chil- 
d res of God; yet really there is avaſt, difference. 
Onthe former they are truly effects af the curſe 
on the latter they arc, indeed eſſedts of fv, hut not 
oß the curſe: For C hriſt bath redeemed: them. am 
1% curſe of the Jaw; heing made a cufſe far them, 
Gal. iii. 13. Sin entering into the world va a 
fountain of miſeries ; and till it be 1 there 
lll he miſerievon mens bodies and ſouls a bat the 
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poiſon. of the eurſe is mixed with theſe. bitter 
ſtreams to ſame, but not to others; and that 
makes as great a difference betwixt the caſe of the 
godly and ungodly, as betwixt the caſe of one 
man to whom poiſon, and another to whom me- 
dicine is adminiſtered. And, 
(i.) The ftream of miſcries.on ſoul or body to 
a natural man, runs in the channel of the cove- 
nant of works; but to a believer, in the channel 
of the covenant of grace, To the former it comes 
by virtue of the threatening, Gen. ii. 17. In the day 
that thou cateſt thereof thou ſbalt ſurely die: To the 
latter-it comes by virtue bf that, Pſal. Ixxxix. 30. 
31. 32. If his children forfake my law, and walk 
nat in my judgements ; if they). break my flatutes, 
and keep not my commandments ; then vill I viſit 
their tran /ſgreſſion with the rod, and their iniquity 
with ſtriges. Runniog in the channel of the firſt 
covenant, they bring the curſe along with them ; 
but in the channel of the ſecond covenant, the 
curſe is not to be found; the waters are healed, 
however bitter they may be, If. liv. 9g. When one 
has a ſlave, he puniſhes him for his miſdemeanors, 
by virtue of his maſterly authority over him. But 
if he be freed and adopted for a ſon, he chaſtens 
him, but no more as a ſlave, but as a ſon. | 
(2.) There is revenging wrath'in the one, but 
|; fatherly anger only in the other, If. liv. 9. For 
this is as the waters of Noab unto me ; for as I bare 
ſwern that the waters of Noah fbould no mare go o- 
ver th: earth ; fo have I ſworn that I would not be 
wroth with thee, nor rebuke the. Tt it was never 
fuch a ſmall ſtroke on the natural man, it is in 
part of payment of law-debt, for he is under the 
law, in its commanding, curfing, and condemning 
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r: it it were ever ſock N aa ſtxoke tA. , 
Wee God, it is 06-parÞ df; fiychent 4 
debt, Which he · & fr 2 
nion with Chril. A mans baſder aof 
bread wuſtarries:; . 10 great; do, one won 
think, he may bear but alas lahete is an in- 
pred of 'wrath upon it, be miſcatriefil by. virtue 
of the eure Deut. xrvin —— 
baſtef'> atiiſ io it is heavier chan che ſand oßchie ſea, 


the Geighttof it. OO Hi falls fromm off bis ſeat, 
nl eak his neck; 1 Gam. iv: 18. O heavy ftroke? 
we are i fy ; yea but chere wasn worſe in it 
than FatherlFanger'; the covenant was not broken, 
<hotigh his neck was broken,” Pal. xai 34. My 
ro venanr u nx breaxk.: He got! a ſoft fallpas 
Nard as it pp arecd to ſpecttors, he fell on a pa 
ment of love, Cant. . nos 47177 ft * F r 
Ae) The miſeries of threogodhy"in'rhivifree - 


am carneſt/ of eternal miſery iu hetl: but thoſe of 


he: godly are medic ines, to keep back their ſdal 
ftum death, 1 Cor. A. 32. Mien we are ug 


zr are chaffened bf the Lord, that we'/Lould' note 


cordemmned with the uri Every ſtroke a man 


under ther turſa gets; he may Hall it Joſeph fr 


the Lor wi addianstbert!t The leaſt brook that 


ruds,  Somuking toward ithe ſeag as well as the 
despeſt river! and iihe leaſt afflictiou by v tue f 
the curſt Jak on amt 1doks towards Rehe A 


wall asthe grligoſt Avoke be move with 1»/Thi6Ugh 
4 pieec of but ſmall in iſe} af it de an 


oarneſt-· pengy bf! * great ſum, it is vale actor. | 
fright. 


dirgly. And ſo che leaft ſtroke would be 
ful to à natural mud, if he diſcerned the nature of 


n. But in the worſt afflictions of God's pebple, 


T - 


Bergen o iy h . by 


thougk key bet infeh ſible of his caſe, fre rior 
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there is a ſeed of joy, Pſal. xcvii. 11. Light is 
Jown for the righteous ; and gladneſs for the upright ' 
in heart: and the darkeſt night will have a fair 
clear morning. There was more of heaven in 
Heman's hell, Pſal. Ixxxviii. 15; than there is in 
— greateſt eaſe, joy, aud proſperity of che wic- 


Tie whole man is under the curſe. - 


Thirdly, The whole man is under the curſe. 
” » The finner fallen from God, fell under the curſe ;; 
j and like a deluge it has gone over him, and ſur- 
rounded him on every hand. Hence our Lord 
Chriſt, being made a curſe for us, was beſet with 
ſorrows, Matth. xxvi. 38. My foul is exceeding ſor- 
rowful even unto death, like a man when the de- 
vouring waves are compaſſing him round about, 
and from every hand coming in upon him, ready to 
ſwallow him up. Thus ſtands the natural man 
under the curſe; it is upon him, tis round about 
him ; go where he will, there is no ſhifting of it, 
all his days he wades through theſe waters; he is 
in the, deep mire, where there is no firm ſtanding. 
He js curſed, * 1 
1. In his name and reputation: The feed M evil. 
doers ſball never be renowned, If, xiv. 20. Sin laid 
man's honour in the grave, and the curſe lays the 
grave - ſtone upon it and it can never riſe again 
till the curſe, be removed, If, Xii. 3. Since thou 
unt precious in my fight, thou haſt, been bencνν,ð . 
What of it appcars before that, is but as it were * 
| ghoſt, a ſoectre. o honour, that vaniſheth zy, 
; which vain men pleaſe themſelves with a little, 4s 
with i lufions of fancy. The ſinner's dame may 
6 ſhoot up and flouriſh a little: but it is blaſted” by 


ö 
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much ado to get bread to his mouth and his 


Sect. 2. The whole Man under the Curſe. 207 


the curſe, with ſhame, contempt, reproach, and 
diſgrace. And no heights of worldly grandeur can 
ſecure men againſt this; the curſe is a worm at 


the root, which will work and cauſe to wither the 


ſinner's name, whatever pains be taken to hold it 
green. A good name is better than precious 
ointment ; but where the curſe lies, the dead fly 


will be found there, to cauſe it to ſend forth a 


ſtinking ſavour. Every man is deſirous of a name, 
and the raifing of it was the ſnare in which man 


was firſt caught, Te ſhall be as gods.; but fince that 
1ime, man has been laid open to many and deep 


wounds in it, while by the curſe the tongues of 
thoſe of his own kind have been as arrows ſhot 
from a bent bow againf it, Pſal. vii. 4. 

3. In his employment and calling. in the world; 


"a iii. 19. In the ſweat. of thy: face ſhalt thou 


eat bread, till thou return unte the ground. Man 
is put to ſore toil, wear ipeſs, and diſtreſs im his 
worldly employment; ; and when he has done, O 

what fruitleſs paios and travel is he made to ſte! 
How often do men labour. as in the very fire l and 
all the iſſue is, they weary themſ-lves for very va- 
nity. There is ſore and hard travel; and after 


all men muſt. ſay, Ve hive, as it were, | brought 


forth. wind. The N US toils in TW 


#3 + of 


＋ he ſtoremaſter i is diligent to know the ſtate of | 
his flacks, and looks well to his herds; but oft- 
times it is ſcen that that will not effe& i it, the curſe 
works againſt him, and all goes to wreck, Deut. 
xxviii. 17. Curſed ſball be—thy fore. The tradeſ- 
man is early and late at his work, but often has 
N 


4 


not bring her back, till ſhe is daſhed in pieces! E- 
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family. The merchant carefully watches occh- 
ſions of adtancing his intereft 3 but how. of- 
ten ſecking g#in does he find loſs ] and ſome un- 
foreſeen events diſcover a ſecret hand af providence 
Workiog againſt him in the management of bis 
affairs. See Hag. i. 6. Te hare, ſeun much, and 
bring in little: ye cat, but ye haue not enougb: ye - 
drink, but yr are nat filled with drint: ye clot he you, 
but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages, 
earneth wages te put it into a bag with hiles.. The 


-cate of the labgur-of the mind, is in this refpett 
no better than the labour of the hands. Solo- 


mon tells us, from his experience, the, grievous 
toil of it, Eccl. i. 13. J gave my heart to ſeek 
and ſearch out by wiſdom concerning ail things 
that are done under heaven: this fore travail bath 
Cod given to the fons of men te be exerciſed there- 
with, And he alſo tells the forry iſſue of that 
toil, ver. 18. For in much wiſdom is much grief: 
and he that increaſeth knowledge, increafeth ſorrow. 
No ſet of men have more remarkable ſymptoms 
of the curſe on their employment, than thoſe 
"whoſe labour is the labour of the mind. I he 


toil is fore, the ſucceſs ſmall, and the difappuint- 


ments innumerable. The pbyſician and the lawyer 
labour, the one to preſerve the body, the other 
the eſtate ; but after all their pains, their art fails, 
they miſtake the caſe, or it is beyond their power 
ro rectify it. The projects of ſtateſmen laid in 
the depth of their wiſdom, how often are they 
baffled, and by ſome ſmall occurrence the whole 
frame thereof is unhinged ! The guides ot the 
church, after all their contrivances for a ſteady 
management of her courſe, how often do they 
row her into deep waters, from whence they can- 
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ven in preaching of the goſpel, while men ſhine, | 
they burn and waſte 3. and when all is done, they 
maſt ſit down' and ſay, bo hath believed our . 


port? T have laboured in vain, and ſpent my Firength | 


fer nought and in vain- Whence is all this, but 
that man has fallen under the curſc, and it mars. 
whatever he goes about to make? 88 

3. In his worldly ſubſtance, Deut. Xxvili. 27. | 
caused ball be thy baſtet and thy flore. Where: ever 
he hath it, he bath the curſe with it; whether it 
be in the field, Deut. Xxviii. 16. or whether it be. 
ia the houſe, Prov. iii. 33. On the meat he cats, 
on the liquor he drinks, the cloaths he wears, and 
the houſe where he lodges, there is a curſe lying, 


| becauſe they are his. And under the weight of it 


they groan, as longing to be delivered out of his 
curſed hands, Rom. viii. at. 22. And ſometimes 
even providence recovers them out of their hands 
in this life, as men do goods out of the hands of 
unjuſt poſſeſſors, Hol. ii: g. I wilt return, and tale 
away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in 
the ſeaſon thereof, and will recover my wool. and my 
flax given to cover her nakednefs. Thus under the 
curſe men are liable to melancholy alterations and 
changes in their outward eſtate. Riches: make 
themſelves wings hy virtue of the curſe; and fly 
away, not to be called back again. The man iz 
infatuated in his management, and ſo is not aware 
till he has run himſelf aground. He wants the 
hedge of dre covenant- — about what is 
his ; and he ſuſtains loſſes and damages at the 
hands of thoſe with whom he has to do. Yea, 
he gathers and heaps vp, and diligently watches 
it : but a fire unblown conſumes it, and it meles- 
away like ſnow- before the ſun ; che curſe like. ® 
oP J 
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moth eats it away, and he is wormed out of that 
onwhich he ſer his heart. Or if it ſtay with him, 
it is ſometimes locked up from him, ſo as he has 
| not the comfortable uſe of it, Ecel. N. 1 4 man 
to whom God hath given riches, wealth and honour,” 
| i that he wanteth nothing for hit ſoul of all that 
be defireth, yet Ced giveth him net power 40 at 
: there. And ſo the man never has a bleſſed uſe 
| of it, never has power to uſe it for the high and 


honourable ends it is appointed of God unto; -. 
when he gives it into their hands as ſtewards of it 
For him. The loſs he has by it, as it turns to his 
j hurt, is never counterbalanced by the gain. And 
| all this comes on the natural man in virtue of the 
| curſe. + 5%. 2104551511 / oy * 
| 4. In his relations. Relations are the joints of ſo- 
ciety, and fin going through them all, they are all 
defiled, and the curſe goes through them too, Deut. 
xxviii. 18. Curſed ſball be the fruit of thy body. 
In them men promiſe themſclves comfort; but 
there they find ſorrow, pain, and ſmart. There 
they lean as it were to a wall, and a ſerpent does 
bite them. In the ſtate, magiſtrates often oppreſs, 
enſnare, and entangle the conſcience, and prove a 
terror to thoſe that do well. In the church, mini- 
ſters are unfaithful, unwatchful, unconcerned for 
the good of ſouls, or unſucceſsful. In neighbour- 
hood men are unjuſt, ſelſiſh, and ſnares one to 
another. In the family diſorder and confufion are 
found, through every one's unfaithfulneſs in"the* 
duties of their reſpective relations. How many 
are there uncqually yoked, companions of life, 
through their jarrings and diſcord, a burden and 
n croſs to one another! Hufbands ſuch men of 
'Bclial that their wives cannot ſpeak to them; wives 
as rottenfeſs in the bones of their hufbands 3 pa- 
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rents unnatural, . and unfaithful to, and carcleks 


of their children; children troward, perverſe, 
and ſtubborn ;; ſons! of youth hoped to be arrows 
in the hand of their parents, turning to be arrowy.,.. 
to pierce them to ihe heart; daughters expected 
toibe as corner · tones for their fathers family, fall- - 


ing doun on the heads of their parents, and cruſh- 
ing their ſpirits ; maſters unjuſt and unfaithful to 


their ſervams ; and ſervauts perverſe, rebellious, 
aud encemfcionadis in their lepvice,., For the curſe 
has gone wide, and in every relation the weight 
of it is found; though moſt men that find the 
weight of it, know it not to be che curſe indeed. 
8. In his lot, whatever it is, afflicted or pro- 
ſperous. Afflictions are curſed to the man who is 
under the curſe; be is not bettered by themg tho? 

others are. He is not humbled. by them, but his 
ſpirit is embittered ; and inſtead of coming to God 


under them, be runs farther away from him: 


IWhy, ſays the Lord to Iſrael, ſbould ye be Hricten 
any more ye will revolt more and more, If. i. 5. 


God binds the man with theſe cords, but he 
crieth not. Ie may groan under che weight of 
his affliction, but he turns not unto the Lord; he 
ſaith not, Where is God my Maker ? Job xxxv. 10. 
He remains ſtubhorn, incorrigible, and impeni- 
tent ; ler. v. 3.—Thou ha firicken them, but they 
baue not -grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but 


| they have refuſed to receive correction : they have 


mide their faces harder than a rock : they have reſu- 
fed to return. The man's proſperity 1 in the world 
is a ſnare to his ſoul, and ruins him, Prov. i. 32. 
"The proſperity of feels Hall defizxoy them. If his 
ground bring foray plentifully, his barns are ſeen 
to, but his ſoul is neglected; as was the caſe of the 


rich man ia the goſye, Luke xii. 16, &c. If his 
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family proſper, his houſe be in ſafety, andhis ſtock 
thrive, they ſay unto God, Depart from us ; for 
we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways. What 4 
the Almighty, that we foo ſerve him ? and what 
profit "ſhould we have if we pray unto him? Job 
XXI. 8.—14. 15. Tf waters of a full cup he wruns 
2 to them, they ſet their mouths againſf the heavens, 
and their tongue walketh through the earth. — And 
they fay, Hy doth God know ? and is there know- 
ledge in the Moft High ? Pal. Ixxiii. 8. 9. &c. 
Youth, health, Rrengeh, and wealth N 
proye ruining by virtue of the curſe, Be the man's 
lot what it will, there is a curſe on it to him, and 
it tends to his deſtruction. 
6. In his uſe of the means of grace; Rom: 
xi, 8. Cod hath given them the ſpirit ' e lumber, 
eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and ear; that they 
ſdould not hear. The man fits under the dropping 
of the goſpel, but it does him no good. He is as 
the ground that often drioks in the rain, but 
brings forth no fruit meet for him by whom it is 
dreſſed. He ſtands cumbering the ground in God's 
vineyard, for there is a withering curſe on him. 
Good grapes are expected from the pains beſtowed 
on him, but behold only wild grapes appear. His 
praying, hearing, communicating, c. are but 
like a withered hand that is never ſtretched out, 
nor Teaches to the throne. His convictions and 
raiſed affections quickly ſettle again, and theſe fair 
appearances come to nothing. The goſpel that is 
a ſavour of life to ſome, is a ſavour of death to 
him, 2 Cor. ii. 16. and Chriſt himſclf, who is ſer 
for the raiſing of many, is eventually for his fall- 
ing. Thus the curſe turns every thing againſt the 
man, and all is death to him. 
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7. Laſtly, In his perſon. Being a ſiuful man 


© under the covenant of works, he i a curſed 
man: For it is written, Curfed- i <very-one that 
« comtenueth not ia ail things which are written in 
- the book of the law to do' them, The curſe fxeth 
not only on what is his, but on himſelf; and it is 


for His ſake that it is laid on other things. The 


curſe, as yo baue heard, is on his ſoul, and on 


his body; for where-ever ſin is found under this 
VDovebant, there the curſe alſo is. And, 
(.) The man is under the power of Satan, Acts 
XXV 18, Into the hand of this enemy man fell, 
| when he broke the covenant of works. "Satan 
having waged war againſt heaven, fet on man 


- heaven's confederate, and gained the unhappy 


victory, gained him by temptation to renounee 


his allegiance to his rightful Lord by br 
the covenant, and ſo he fell under his power, us 
* his captive taken in war, If, xlix. 24. was brougkt 
under bondage to this worſt of maſters, 2 Pet. 


ii. 19. and is ruled by him at his pleaſure; 2 Tin. 
ii. alt. The curſe of the covenant falling on the 


-covemanit-breaker, be is thereby laid under con- 
demnation, and adjudged to death according to 


che threztening : and ſo be falls under the 


power of bim that has the power of death, chat 


is the devil, Heb. l. 14. Every natural man 


is ſhut up as in a priſon, in his natural ſtate; 


and there he lies in bonds, If. Ixi. 1. There 


are God's bands on. him, the bands of the 


curſe binding him over to death; and the dewiFs 


bands are on him, viz. the bands of ſtrong luſts 
and corruptions, with which they are laden as a 
malefactor in priſon is laden with irons, And 
Satan has che power of a gaoler over them. He 
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keeps the keys of the priſon, and narrowly watch- 
es the priſoners, that none of them eſcape. They 
are not all kept alike cloſe ; but none of them 
can move beyond the bounds of his juriſdiction, 
more than the priſoner can get out of the dun- 
geon. Even when the King's word comes to deliver 
the cle&, he will not yield chem up: but the pri- 
ſon- doors muſt be broke open, and they forcibly 
taken out of bis hand by a ſtronger than he. 
(2.) The natural man being under the curſe, is 
continually in hazard of utter deſtruction, of ha · 
ving the copeſtone put on his miſery, and being 
ſet beyond all poſſibility of help. It his eyes 
1 were opened, he would ſce himſelf every mo- 
. ment in danger of dropping down into the pit of 
W bell, Pſal. vii. 12. J be turn aut, be will whet bis 
| ſword : be hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 
"i The man is conſtantly ſtandivg before God's bent 
1 bow, and has nothing to ſecure him one moment 
= from the drawing of it. The ſcntence of death is 
j paſſed againſt him, John iii. 18. but there is no 
1 day intimated for the execution, but every day the 
dead warrant may be figned againſt him, and he 
led forth to death. His name may be Magor- 
F miſſabib, a terror round about, Jer. xx. 3. Whi- 
| ther can he look, where he will not ſee his ene- 
mies, ready to ruin him, cn a werd of command 
from that God, under whoſe curſe he lies? And 
what can he do for himſelf amidft his armed ene 
mies? He is quite naked, Rev. iii. 17. and cannot 
fight them : he is rr. ſtrength, Rom. v. 6. and 
cannot wield armour, though he had it: he is 
bound hand and foot, If. Ir i. 1. and cannot flee : 
and if he could, whither could he flee for ſafety ? 
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Heaven's. gates are ſhut upon him; in the utmoſt 
parts of the earth, or the moſt remote rock in 
the ſea, God's hand would find him out. Juſtice 
is purſuing the criminals under the curſe, crying 
for vengeance on the traitors; and their foot 
ſhall certainly flide in due time: the law is con- 
tinually throwing the fire balls of its "curſes 
on them, and will at length ſet them on fire round 
about: death is on the purfuit after thery, and 
has gained much ground of them already ; and 
the cloud of wrath hangs over their heads con- 
tinually in the curſe, and the ſmall rain of God's 
wrath is till falling on them: how ſoon death 
may overtake them, they know not; and then 
the cloud breaks, and the great rain of his ſtrength 
falls down upon them, and ſweeps them away 
without hope for ever and ever. - 


- The condition of the natural man under the 
LT curſe, after this li Ve. 


"SECONDLY, The natural man's * 
under the broken coveuant of works, is very ter- 
rible in that part of it which takes place after this 
life. Then comes the ſull execution of the curſe, 
aad it is fixed on the ſinner wichout poſhbility of 
delixerance. Then will be ſeen and felt by thoſe, 
who periſh under it, what is in the womb of the. 
curſe of the broken covenant, whereof, all that, 
befals thera, | in this life is but au earneſt. Ihe 
truth is, is cannot be fully repreſented in „ 
from the tongves of men: but we ſhall briefly 


point at, in the Eren ran da 
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| Death under the curſe... 
igt, The natural man under che curſe muſt not 


F 


only die, but die by virtue of the curſe. Death in 


any ſhape has a terrible aſpect, it is the king of 


terrors, and can hardly miſs to make the creature 


ſhrink, being a deſtruction of nature, and carry. 


ing him into another world where he never was f 


before, and putting him into a quite new ſtate, 
which he has had no prior experience of, But 
death. to the natural man is in a ſingular manner 
terrible; ; it is death of the worſt kind. The be- 


liever in Chriſt muſt die too; but Chriſt having 
died for them by virtue ot the curſe, and that 


death of his being applied to them by faith, they 
die not in virtue of the curſe, Gal. iti. 13. Chrift 
hath redeemed us from the curſe of law, being malle 
a curſe for us. It is a fatherly chaltiſement, a me- 


dicine to them, yea the moſt effectual medicine that 


cures them of all their maladies, 1 Cor. xi. 30. 32. 
Zut the natural man dies by virtue of the curſe 


of the broken covenant, agreeable to the threat- 


ening annexed thereto, Gen. ii. 17. Accordingly, ' 
upon man's ſinning, the curſe ſeized him; and 


continuing under that covenant, it is ſtill work- 


ing in him, till it works his body and. foul aſun- 


der. Soul and body joined in fin againſt God, 
and by ſin the man was ſeparated faom God: 
and, as a meet reward of the error, the compa - 
nions in fin are ſeparated by the curſe at length; 


which would have remained eternally in a happy 


union, had not ſin entered. 


Now, that we may have a view of death to 4 


ſinner by virtue of the curſe, conſider, + 


3. 
« oY „ 
2. 
= * 


there js no more goſpel, 
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. Ir is the ruining ſtroke from che hand of an 
abſolute God, proceeding according to the cove» 


nant of works againit the finner in full meafure 


He. ſhall be driven- ſrom light ints darkneſs, and 
chaſed out of the world, Job xviii. 18. It is the fa- 
tal wound, the wound of an enemy, for the ſinner's 
utter deſtrudlion, To a ſaint, death is a friend's 


wound, a ſtroke. from the hand of a Father, 


proceeding againſt his children in the way of the 
covenant of grace, for their complete happineſs. 

But the ungodly in death fall into the hands of 
the living God, who then is and ever wilt be, to 


them, a conſuming fire. Having led their life 


under that covenant, they are then cruſhed in 
pieces by the curſe .for their breaking of it. 

2. It is the breaking up of the peace betwixt 
God and them for ever: it is God's ſetting his 


ſeal to the  prochmation of an everlaſting war 


with them; aiter which no meſſage! of peace is 
to go betwixt them any more for ever. It fixeth 
an impaſſable gulf, cutting off all comfortable 
communication with heaven, for the ages of eter- 
nity, Luke xvi. 26. Now the finner under the 
curſe, living within the viſible church, has the pri- 
vilege of offers of life and ſalvation : but then 
nor are there any more 
good tidings of peace, when once death has done 
its work. The curſe which in life might have. 
been got removed, by the ſinner's embracing of 


_ Chriſt, is chen faſtened for ever on him without 


remedy. The door is ſhut, and that for ever. | 
3- It puts an end to all their comfort of whatſo- 
ever nature, Luke xvi. 25. Lazarus is then com- 
forted, but the wicked tormented, It utterly quen- 
. | * | 
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ches their coal, and puts out all their light, Job 
xviii. 18. forecited. To the godly death puts an end 
to their worldly comforts, but then it lets them into 


the full enjoyment of their Lord in heaven: but 


as for the ungodly, at death they leave all their 
worldly comforts behind them, and they have 
no comfort before them in the place whi- 
ther they go. The curſe then draws a bar betwixt 
them, and every thing that is pleaſant and eaſy. - 

4. It is death armed with its ſting, and all the 
ſtrength it has from fin, and a holy juſt broken 
law. The fling of death, whereby it pierces 
like a ſtinged ſerpent, is fin, 1 Cor. xv. 56, and 
the ftrength of fin is the law. Now, when death 


comes on the ungodly man, all his fins are un- 


pardoned; the guilt of them all, bindiag him, as 
with innumerable cords, over to eternal wrath, 
lies upon him. And theſe cords of guilt can- 
not be broken; for the law is their ſtrength, 
which threatens ſin with eternal wrath; and God's 
truth and faithfulneſs therein plighted, cannot 
fail. Taus is death armed againſt the unbe- 
liever, and herein lies the truly- killing nature of 
it, Where that ſting is away, as it is to all in 
Chriſt, it can do them no real harm, whatever 
way they de, whether a lingering or ſudden 
d-ath, a violent or natural one, under a cloud 
or in the light of comfo.t, 1 Cor. xv. $5. 50. 57. 
5. Laſtly, It is the feartul paſſage out of ibis 
world into everlaſting miſery, Luke xvi. 22, 22, 
It is a dark valley at beſt; but the Lord is with 
his people while they go through ir, Plal. zxiti. 4. 
It is a deep wWiteg a bet ; but where he curle is 
gemored, the Lord Jeſus will be the lifter up of 
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the head, that the paſſenger ſhall not fink. 
But who can conceive the horror of the paſſage 
the-finner under che curſe has, upon whom that 
frighrful weight lies It leads him as an ox to the 
ſlaughter; it opens like a trap- door underneath 
him, by which he falls into the pit, and like a 
whirlpool ſwallows him up in a moment, and he 
is ſtaked dern! in an ee ſtate of e 
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4 Secondly, He is immediately after death hated 
before the tribunal ' of that God, under whole 
curſe he lies ; Eccl. xii, 7. The ſpirit Mall return. 
unto Cd who gave it. Compare Heb. ix. 27. Ie 
it appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 


judgement. There the ſoul is Judged according to 


its ſtate, and the deeds done in the body: anc 


there! it muſt receive. its particular ſentence, And 


what can it be, but Depart, ye curſed? Wheze 


can; ſuch a ſoul expect to find its own place, but 
in the place of torment ? Luke xvi. 22. The caute 
is already Judged, the ſinner is under the curſe, 


bound over to hell by the ſentence of the hl 
law. And thoſe whom the law has power to 

curſe and does curſe while they are in this world. 
God will. never bleſs in the other world. Conſi- 


dev. the ſtaner under the curſe before this , 


nal; and, ; 

1. All his fins, of all Kinds, in all _ periods 
of his life, from the firſt to the laſt breathing on 
earth, are upon him. The curſe ſeals them up. 


as in a bag, that not one of them can be miſſing ;. 


Hol, xili. 12. The Wr of Ephraim is bound . 
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Where a pardon takes plate, the curſe is removed, 
and being once removed, it never returns: fo 
where the curſe is, there acither is nor has been a2 
pardon; far theſe are inconſiſtent, the one being 
a binding over of the finner to wrath, the other 
a diſſolution of that band, ſo that God will re. 
member their iniquities no more. But where no 
pardon is, God has ſworn he will not forget any 
of thit ſinner's works, Amos viii. 7. How fears | | 
ful then muſt the caſe be, while the ſinner ſtands © 
before this trihunal with all his ſins wharſocver * 2 
upon bim? 

2. As the man's fins were multiplied, ſo the 
curles of the law were multiplied upon him; for 
it is the conſtant voice of the law, upon every 
tranſgreflion of thoſe under the covenant of 
works, Curſed is every ene that continueth not in 
ali things which are written in the book of the law. 
to do them, Gal. iii. 10. How then can ſuch, 2 
one eſcape, while innumerable cords of death are 
upon him before a juſt Judge, with their united - 
force binding him over to deſtruction ? His miſe- 
ry is hereb; enſured without all peradventure; 
and the more of theſe cords there are upon nim, 
the greater muſt his puniſhment be. 

3- There is no removing of the curſe then, 
Luke xiii. 25. The time of trial is over, and 
judgemeat is to be paſſed according to what was 
done in the fleſh. When a court is erected with-' 
in a finner's own breaſt in this world, and conſci-* 
ence convicts him as a tranſgreſſor of the law, a 
covenant-breaker, and therefore pronounces him 
curfed ; there is a Surety for the ſinner tq fly to, 
an Advocate into whoſe hands he may commit his 
cauſe, a Mediator to truſt in and roll his bucd en 


— 


neee 


3 
=P 
* 


8 


* 
— 


1 


Pe... 


8 


Sect. 2. The Soul Hut up in Hell. 22 


on by faith. Bur, before that tribunal there is. 
none for the ſinner whe-comes thither under the 
curſe. As the tree fell, it muſt lie; that throne 
is a throne of pure juſtice to him, without any 


mixture of the grace he deſpiſed. By the law of 


warks which he choſe to live under, deſpiſing the: 
law. of grace, he muſt be judged. * | 

4. Laſtly, Wherefore he muſt there inevitably 
fiak under the weight of the curſe for ever, Pal. 
i. 5, He muit fall a ſacrifice for his own fin, wo 
now flights the only atoning ſacrifice, even Chriſt 
our paſſover ſacrificed for us. In the courſe of 


| Juſtice fin muſt be ſatisfied for, and without ſhed- 


ding of blood there is no remiſſion. The ſatiſ- 
faction mult be proportioned to the i injury done 
to the honour of an infinite God by it. In the 
goſpel Chriſt is ſet before the ſinner as the ſcape- - 
goat before Aaron: he is called to lay bis hand” 
on the head thereof, by faith transferring the 
guilt on the Surety. Since the ſinner” did not 
ſo, but lived and died under the curſe, his i iniqui-- 
ty muſt fall and lie for ever on his own head. 


Tie foul of the finner Put up in hell. 
"Thirdly, The ſoul is ſhut up in hell, by virtue of 


the curſe, Luke xvi. 22. 23.— And in hell he lift up 


his eyes. Thus, by the ſentence of the broken co- 
venant, the ſinner is cut aſunder by the ſword of 
death,, and his ſoul receives its portion, where 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, being ha- 
led from the tribunal into the pit. Then falls the 
great rain of God's wrath on the men of his 
curſe, the ſinner being, to his own- -eonvittion, . 
entered in payment of the debt which he can ne- 
ver diſcharge, and ens, never be forgiven. - 
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The ſtate of the ſeparate ſoul under the curſe, 


after its particular judgement, who can ſufficient- 


ly expreſs the horror of ? Confider theſe thivgs 
tollowing on that head. 

1. Separate ſouls under the curſe, after theirp ar- 
ticular judgement, are lodged in the place of: the 
damned, called. bel! in the ſcriptures, Then the 
godly and the wicked change places, who lived to- 
gether in this world as a mixed company: the 
ſoul which through faith received the bleſſing,” is 
carried to heaven; and the ſoul which parted with 
the body under the curſe, is carried to hell, This 
is evident from the parable of Dives and Lazarus, 
Luke xvi. 22, 23. In hell the ſouls of the wicked 
arc lodged as in a priſon, reſerved. to a further 
judgement againſt the great day, 1 Pet. hi. 19. 
And who can imagine what thoughts of horror 
muſt, at its entrance thither, ſcize rhe ſoul, which 
a little before was in the body in this world, but 
then goes into an unalterable ſtate of miſery, and 
hath the bars of the pit ſhut upon it, without 
hope of relief? O the fearful ſudden change it 
will be to them who lived in-wealth and eaſe, and 
to them who lived in poverty and diſtreſs here! 
Who can fay to which of them it ſhall be the mot 
trightful change? 

2. The dregs of the curſe ſhalt there be wrung 
out to them, and they made to drink them, in the 
fearful puniſhment inflicted upon them for the 
ſatis faction of offended juſtice, for all their fins 
original and actual. Then ſhall be more remark- 
ably than ever before accompliſhed that paſſage, 
Pſal. Ixxv. 8. In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, 
and the wine is rede it is full of mixture, und he” 
poureth out , the ſame : but the dregs thereof all the 
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wicked of the earth ball wring them out, and drink 

them. The ſeparate ſoul doth not fleep;' nor is, 
void of feeling, nor is it extinguiſhed: till the re- 
ſurrection, as ſome have dreamed: no; no; it 

lives, but lives in miſery”; it feels, but feels 
nothing but anguiſh. It is laid under the pu · 
niſhment of loſs, being at once deprived of all 
thoſe things wherein it ſought its ſatisfaction in this 
world, and of all the happineſs of the other world: 


and it is. puniſhed alſo with the puniſhment of 


ſenſe, the wrath of an angry God being poured 
into it, Luke xvi. 23. 24. Which is expreſſed un · 
der the notion of being tormented in a flame. Then 
all the joys of the curſed foul are killed, plucked 
vp by the root; and a flood of ſorrowefarrounds 
it, having neither brim nor bottom. 

3. They are ſenſible of their loſt Nappa 
Luke xvi. 23. They ſee it to their unſpeakable an- 
'guiſh. Whatever they heard of heaven, and the 
Happineſs of thoſe who die in the Lord, while they 
were on earth; they will get a more affecting dif- 
eovery of it then, which wilt cauſe them rage a- 


gainſt themſelves, that ever they thould have pre- 


ferred the pleaſures of ſin aud a vain world to 
ſuch a blefſed ſtate. Ang how muſt it pierce the 
wretched ſoul, to think that not only all is loft, 
bur loſt without pofſibility of recovery? Luke xvi. 
26. O that men would be wiſe in time; and believe 
that the ſtate of trial will end with them ere long, 
aud fo bend their cares and endeavours, that, a- 


midſt the throng of the world's buſineſs, cares, va- 


nities, and temptations, they loſe not their fouls. 
4. Their conſciences are then awakened, never 

to fall afleep any more for ever. They will ſeorck 

them then like a fire that cannot be quenched, and 


gnaw them like a worm that never dicth. With 
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out queſtion ſeparate fouls are capable of calling” 
things paſt to remembrance, as is evident in the 
caſe of the rich man when in the ſeparate ſtate, 


Luke xvi. 25. where Abraham bids. him remem- 


ber what a portion he bad in this life: the rich 
man remembers his five brethren, and what a life 

he and they led, ver. 28. The conſcience, that was 
ſeared till it was paſt feeling, will then be fully ſen- 

fible. The evil of fin will then be clearly ſeen, 

becauſe felt: the threatenings of the holy law. will. 
no more be accounted ſcarecrows, nor will there 
be any ſuch fools there as to make a moek of fiv.. 
The ſoul there will be under continual. remor ſe, 
and regret for ever the ill · ſpent life, where. there 

is no place for repentance. The ſoul that wou 
never ſearch and try its ways, while there was oe 
caſion to mend what was amiſs, will there go 
through the ſeveral ſteps of life and converſation 
here; and every new fan that caſts up tot as done 


in the body, will pierce the ſoul like Mena 


arrow. 
5. They will be filled with. torturing paſſions, 


which will keep-the ſoul ever on the rack. Their 
ſinful nature remains with them under the curſe, 
and they will ſin agaioſt God ſtill, as well as they 


did in this life; but with: this. differenee, that 


whereas they had pleaſure in their ſins here, they 
ſhall have none. in their fins there ; they ſhall be- 
for gver precluded | fram acting that wickedneſs 
that may give pleaſure; and the reſtraint upon them 
that way in their priſon, may contribute to their 
torment ; for no doubt the ſeeds of all fin remain 
ſtill in them there under the curſe : but their pas 
there ſhall be their felt miſery too. The ſcripture 
holds out thoſe torturing paſſions which they will 
be lilled with, by weeping, and wailing, and gnaſb- 
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ing of teeth ; which intimates to us, that ſouls there 


are overwhelmed with ſorrow, anguiſh, and an- 
xiety, wich 3 grudge, e. cnvys . 


rage, and defpair 
5. Laftly, In this ſtate they muſt cantioue till 


„ 


the laſt day, that they be reunited to their reſpec- © 


tive bodies, and fo the whole man get his ſentence 
at the general judgement, adudging both ſoul 
and body to everlaſting fire, Matth. zxv. For after 
they are gone out of this world, their wickeduc ſi 
may be liviag bchind them, and the ſtream of it 


may be running when their bodies are confamed 
iu tke grave, and their ſouls have been long in the 


pit of deſtruction, like the fin of Jeroboam, who 
made Ifrael to fin ; all which muſt be accounted for, 
Ard hence it appears, that the expectation of re- 


unting with their bodies can be no comfortable 
thought to them, but a thought of horror, a fear 
ful expectation. 120 


The ſinner's body goes to the dup... 


| Fourthiy, The body goes to the duſt i in virtue 


of the curſe, Pſal. xlix. 14. Like ſheep they are laid 
in the grave, death ſhall ſeed on them. Man's body 
in the ſtate of innocence was immortal, not ſub - 
ject to death: fin made-it mortal, the curſe bound 
it over to death, and to the grave, the dark ter ĩto- 
ry of death, Rom. vi. 23. The wages of ſin it 
death. Hence our Lord Jeſus Chriſt becomibg a 
curſe. for his own, was carried priſoner to the grave, 
If. liii- 9. lay there for a time bound with che 
cards. of death, Ac ii. 24-; but having fully 
diſcharged the debt, for which he was laid up, diſ· 
armed death, and proved the deſtruction of the 
grave for all that are his, Hoſ. xiii. 14. O death, 
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J will be thy plagues : O grave, I will be thy de- 
firuftion. But in the mean time death and the 
grave remain as before to all thoſe who have no 
ſaving intereſt in him: ſo that where-ever the 
dead bodies of the wicked are laid up, or howe- 
ver they are diſpoſed of, whether conſumed by 
the fire, eaten up by other creatures, or laid in a 
grave properly ſo called; where-ever they remain 
in the ſtate of the dead: there they are laid up 
in virtue of the curſe. But the bodies of the * 
ly are not ſo. 

The ſtate of the dead body in the grave, un- 
der the curſe, we may take up in cheſe n 
things. 

1. It is laid up there as in a priſon, like a male 
factor in a dungeon, to be kept there till the day 
of execution. Hence in the language of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Plal. xvi. 10. hell and the grave, or 
the ſtate of the dead, go underone and the ſame. 
name : ſo that article ot the creed, that Chriſt de- 
ſcended into hell, is expounded of his continuing 
in the ſtate of the dead. The bodies of the god- 
ly go to the grave too; but it is a place of reſt to 
them, where they reſt as in their bed, till the joy- 
ful morning of the reſurrection, If. lvii. 2. For 
death armed with the ſting, ponred ont alt ns ve- 
nom on Chriſt, when it had him there, in their 
room and ſtead. So it is a hiding-place to them, 
Job xiv. 13. whither they are carried from the e - 
vil to come, Iſ. lvii. 1. and where their eyes arc: 
held from beholding grievouſneſs, and an end is 
put to their toil, Rev. xiv. 13. But in ſcriptute - 
account it is not a place of reſt to the ungodly. Re- 
markable to this purpoſe is that text, Job iii. 17. 
18. There the wicked ceaſe from treubling : and there. 
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the weary be at reft. | There the priſeners reſt fog e- 
ther ; they hear not the voice of the opprefſor. There 
are two ſorts of men ſpoke of here, who both go 


to the grave; ungodly-men, troublers of others, 


perſecutors, oppreſſors; godly men, wearied with 


trouble, impriſonment, and oppreſſion. The 


ſtate of the former in the grave is, they are laid 
by from doing miſchief, cauſing their terror any 
longer i in the land of the living : the ſtate of the 
latter is, they arc at reſt, And as great a diffe- 
rence there is betwixt the two, though one can. 
not diſcern it from the poſture of their duſt, as 
betwixt a man aſleep in his own bed, and a man 
bound hand and foot in a dungeon, If. Ivii. 2. 
1 Sam. ii. 9. Pad. XXXI. 17. And it is the remo- 
val or continuance of the curſe that makes the dif- 
ference. 

2. Their fin and guilt remains on them there, 
and that without further poſſibility of a removal, 
Job xx. 1t. His bones are full of the fins of bis 
youth, which Hall lie deun with bim in the duff, 
Sin is A dangerous companion in life; one had 
better live in chains of iron, than in chains of 
guilt: but happy they with whom fin parts when 
ſoul and body part at death. That is the lot of 
believers in Chriſt, who at the Red fea of death, 
get the laſt fight of it. There the Lord ſays to 
the dying ſaint, whether he hears it or not, as 
Exod. xiv. 13-—The Egyptians whom ye have ſeen 
to-day, ye ſball fee them again no more ſor ever. 
But the man dying under the cu ſe, all his ſins 
take a dead grip of hin aever-to-be let go; and 
when he lies down in the grave, they lie down 
with him, and they never part. This is not to 
be diſcerned neither in the duſt, by bodily eyes; 


. 
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but it is moſt certain, and as it is repreſented an 
i] the glaſs of the word, it makes a ſpectacle of un- 
| ſpeakable horror, Nah. i. 14. — I will make thy 
grave, for thou art vile; like a vile, filthy, and 
| toathſame thing, which one cannot endure to 
1 look at, and there is no cleanſing of; but a hole 
4 is dug in the earth, wherein it is covered up 
with all its filthineſs about it. When a faiat dies, 
there is (ſo to ſpeak) one grave made for him, and 
another for his vileneſs; and he is to riſe again, 
but his vileneſs never to riſe : but for the ungod- 
ly, there is but one where he lies down and his 
vileneſs with him, both to riſe together again. 
3. All the ruin brought on their bodies there, 
is done by virtue of the curſe, Job xxiv. 19 
oy The grave conſumes thsſe which have ſinned, Death 
1 makes fearful havock where it comes: not only 
19 doth it ſeparate the ſou! from the body; but ſe- 
et parates tbe ſeveral parts of the body one from 
g another, until it reduce the whole into duft, not to. 
| be diſcerned by the quickeſt eye from common 
1 duſt. Thus it fares with the bodies of the godly 
| ind-ed, as well as the bodies of the wicked: Ne- 
j [| vertheleſs great is the difference ; the curle work - 
11 ing theſe effects in the bodies of the latter, but 
| 


not of the former ; ſtinged death in the one, un- 
ſtinged death in the other: So all theſe effects in 
14 the one are pieces of revenging wrath for the ſa- 
| tisfaction of juſtice ; in the other not ſo, but Ike 

. the melting down of the crazy ſilver veſſel, to be 


caſt into a new mould. ; 


The wicked ſhall riſe again under the curſe. 


Fiſthly, They: ſhall riſe again out of their 
graves, at the laſt day, under the curſe, John 


” g 
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v.29. They that have dene evil, ſhall come forth 


unto the reſurrefion of damnation. Compare Matth. 
XXV. 41. Depart ſrom me, ye curſed, inte cuerlaſi- 


ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angel. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who became a curſe for 


all his people, was carried from the croſs to the 


grave: but there the debt was fully paid, and the 
curſe was exhauſted; the curſing law and juſtice 


had no more to exact of him: So he was brought 


forth out of the priſon of the grave, as one free 
perſon who. had completely diſcharged the debt, 
which he was laid in priſon for, And hence be- 
levers. in Chriſt, tho” they fall down iato the 
grave, as well as others; yet they do not fall 
down into it under the curſe, far leſs do they riſe 
again at the laſt day under the curſe. But the 
natural man having lived and died under the co- 
venant of works, goes to the grave under the 
curſe : and foraſmuch as all that comes on him, 

in the ſtate of the dead, cannot ſatisfy completely 
for his debt, therefore as the curſe remains on him 
all along while he is there, ſo he riſes again under 


it. And in this dolcful event three things may 
W conſidered. 


1. They ſhall riſe again out of their graves by 
virtue of the curſe, This is implied in that fore- 
cited John v. 29. When the end of time is come, 
the laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, and all that are in 
the graves ſhall come forth, godly and ungodly ; 
but the godly ſhall riſe by virtue ot their bleſſed 
union with Chriſt, Rom, viii. t, ; the ungodly by 
virtue of the 7 of the broken covenant on 
them. As the male factor is, in virtue of the ſen- 
tence of death paſſed on him, ſhut vp in cloſe pri- 


ſon till the time of exccution ; ; and in virtue of. 
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the ſame ſentence brought out of priſon at the 
time appointed for his execution: even ſo the un- 
believer is, in virtue of the curſe of the law ad- 
judging him to eternal death in hell, laid up in the 
grave till the laſt day; and, in virtue of the ſame 


curſe, brought out of the grave at that day. 


Hence, by the by, one may ſee, that there is no 
ſorce in that arguing, viz. The ſeparation of the 
ſoul and body was not the ſanction of the law; 
elſe why ſhould t he wicked be clothed vith their 
bodies at the reſurrection? It is true, that ſepara . 
tion was not the whole of the ſanction, but it was 
a remarkable part of it; and there is no incon- 
ſiſtency in the ſeparation and reuniting of ſoul 
and body, being both comprehended in the fance' 
tion, more than in the laying up of the malefac- 
tor for, and bringing him forth to execution, be- 
ing both comprehended in the ſentence of death. 
The fame curſe that ſeparated ſoul and body at 
death, und ſeparated each part of the body from 
another ia the grave, ſhall, at the time appointed, 
have another kind of effect in bringing together 
the ſcattered pieces of duſt, and joining them to- 
gether in one body, ànd joining it again, to the 
ar: 

2. All their fin and guilt Nall riſe again with 
them; the body that was laid in the graves a vile 


body; a foul inſtrument of the ſoul in divers luſis; 


an unclean vsſſel, ſtained, polluted, and defiled, 
with divers kinds of filthy 1 impure luſts; ſhall rie 
again with all its impuriyes cleaving to it, If. 365 

4. They fhall be an abborring unte all fla. it 
is 5 the peculiar privilege of believers, to Lave th 2 
vile b:die:; changed, Phil. 4. 21. If the bedies of 
fioncrs be not cleanicd by the wafl. ing with that 
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pure water, Heb. x. 22. viz. the blood and Spirit 
of Jeſus Chrift : though they be ſtrained in never 
ſo minute parts, through the earth in a grave, 
they will loſe . nothing of their vileneſs and pollu- 
tion, it will ſtill cleave to every part of their duſt; 
and appear again therewith at the reſurrection, 
Then thall they get a new and horrible ſight, of 
the uſe they made of their tongues in profane 
ſwearing, curfivg, mocking at religion, lying, re- 
proaching, cruel and unjuſt threatenings, &c. in 
nndue filence, when. God's honour, their own 
ſouls intereſt, and their neighbours good, required 
them to ſpeak ; of the uſe they made of their bel- 
lies, in gluttony and drunkenneſs, and pampering 
of the fleſh ; of their bodies, in uncleanneſs, la- 
ſciviouſoeſs, and wantonneſs.; of their hands, M 
pilrering, ſtealing, unjuſt beating, and abuſing their, - 
f. low-creatures, immoderately buſyiog them in 
things of this life, to the neglect of their ſouls ; 
in a word, of the uſe they made ot their whole 
body, and every member thereof; with the qua- 
lies and endowments thereof, its youth, beauty. a 
comelineſs, health, and ftrebgth ; together with 
che memorials of dying put into their hands, as 
k urts, wounds, weakacls, fickneſs, old age ; all of 
them to haxe been improved for God, the good 
of mankind, and their own eternal welfare, O, 
if men could lodk upon theſe things now, as then 
they vill appear, the ſweet morſel of fin would be 
accounted as the poiſon of aſps. 

3. Their appearance will be frightful a _—_ 
rible beyond expreſſion, when they come forth of 
their graves under the curſe, and ſet their feet on 
the earth again. When, at the ſound of the 
trumpet, the dead ſhall all atiſe out of their graves, 
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and the wicked are caſt forth as abominable bran- 
ches, what a fearful awakening wi.l they have our 
of their long ſleep ! When they get another ſighr 
of this earth, upon which they led their ungodly 
lives; ſee their godly neighbours taken out from 

among them in the tame ſpot of ground where they 
all lay, and carried away with joy to meet the Lord 
in the air; and when they ſee the Judge come to 
the Judgement of the great day, in awful tate; 
and they are going for ward to appear before his 
tribunal : no appearance of malcfators going un- 
der a guard to the place of execution; no caſe of 
a beſieged city taken, and ſoldiers burning and flay- 
ing, and the inhabitants running and crying for 
fear of the ſword ; can fufficiently repreſent the 
*rightful appearance, which men riſen again at 
the laſt day, under the curſe, will make, What 
ghaſtly viſages will they then have! How will the 
now faireſt ungodly faces be black as a coal, 

through extreme terror, anguiſh, and perplexiry | 
How will they ſhiver, tremble, their knees ſmite 
one againſt another, and their hearts be pierced 
us with arrows, while they ſee the doleful day 
they would not believe! What roarings ard yel- 
lings, and hideous noiſe wilt theo be amongſt the 
innumerable crond of the ungodly, driven for- 
ward to the tribunal as beaſts to the flaughter ! 
What crying to the racks and the mountains to fall 
en them, and hide them from the ſace of the Lamb, 
but all in vain ! Rev. vi. 16. 17. Then will the 
weight of the curſe be felt to purpoſe, how light- 
iy ſoever men now walk under it. 
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_ The Wives appear before Chriſi's tribunal un- 
der the curſe . | 


Sixthly, They ſhall appear before the tribunal 
of Chriſt under the curſe, like a maletactor in 
chains before his judge, Matth. xxv. 41. All muſt 
appear there, great and ſmall, good and bad ; 
none ſhall be amifling ; Rom. xiv. 10. We Hal all 
and before the judgement - ſaat of Chriſt. But they 
who now receive the blefling through faith, ſhall 
be in no hazard of the curſe then or there. But 
it is not poſſible, that thoſe who lived and died un- 
der the curſe, ſhould not have it upon them be- 


fore that tribunal ;, for after death there is no re- 


moving of it. The fearful ſtate of thoſe under the 
curſe before that e may be viewed in 
theſe particulars. 

1. In virtue of the 8 chey ſhall be ſet on- 
the left bang, Matth. xxv. 33. No honour is. 
deſigned for them, but ſhame and everlaſting con- 
teinpt; no ſentence, but what will fix them in an 


unalterable ſtate of miſery: fo no acceſs for them 
to the right hand amongſt the bleſſed; but they 
muſt be ranged together on the left hand as a com 


pany of cui ſed. ones. 


2. The face of the Judge muſt needs be terrible 
to them, as being under the curſe of him, who 


irs, upon the throne, Rev. vi. 16. 17. When they 


fee hin, they {ball know hi. n to be hez who with 
his Father and the Holy Spiiit gave that law which 


they tranſgreſſed, made that covenant which they 


broke, whoſe voice the curſe of the law againtt 
tranſgreſſors was and is; the which muſt nceds 


take effect in their everlaſting ruin, by reaſon of 
bis juſtice, bolineſs, and truth. And he will be: 
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in a ſpecial manner terrible to ſuch as had the go- 
ipel-ofter made to them, and the more terrible, 
the more plainly, affectionately, and powerfully it 
was preſſed on them to accept it. O how will it 
ſtrike them through as a dart, when they look 
towards the throne, thinking with rhemtctves,” Lo 
there he fits to judge me now, and deftroy me, 
who fo often made offer of life and falvation.ro 
me by his meffengers, which I fighred ! 1 might 
through him have obtained the bleſſing, bur now 
I ſtand trembling under the weight of the curſe. 
The deſpiſed Laab of God is turned into a lion 
againſt me. Conſider this, O finners, while God 
is ou a throne of grace for you; left it be taken 
down, and a tribunal of pure juſtice be ſet up for 
FOU. 1 | 1 

2. To clear the equity of the curſe, and the 
execution thereof upon them, their works ſball be 
brought into judgement, Ecct. xii, 14. © Thelr 
whole life thall be fearched into, and laid to the 
rule of the holy law, and the enormity and firi- 


fulueſs thereof be diſcovered. Their corrupt na- 


ure, with all the malignity and venom of it, a- 


| gainft the rule of righteoufneſs, ſhall be laid open. 


heir ſins (ball be fer in the light of God's coun- 


tenance, in ſuch full tale, that they ſhall ſee God 


is true to his word and oath, that he vould not 
target any of their works, The maſk will then 
be entirely taken off their faces, and all their pre- 
tences to piety ſfolemn'y rejected, and declared to 


have been but hypecriſy I heir ſecret wickedneſs, 


which they rei iced to have got hid, and which 
they ſo artfully managed, that there was no diſ- 
covering of it while they might have contefled 
and und mcrey, thall then be {et in broad day - 


rt IV. 
he go- light before God and the world, when there is no 
rrible, remedy. Conſtience ſhall then be no more blind 


ully it nor dumb ; but ſhall witneſs againſt chem 

will it and for God; and ſhall never be filent any more. 

; The fin and miſery brought upon others, by their 
ungodly courſes, taking effect when they them- 
ſelves were gone out of the world, ſhall then be 

_ purſued in all their breadth and length, and laid 
to their charge, proved againſt them: And fo the 
account of their debt to the n 
oP ſtarted at that dap. 

4. Their doom ſhall be ese Matth. 
nave. 41. Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſiing 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. Thus 

| Thall they receive their final ſentence, never to 

hear more from the mouth of him that fits upon 

the throne. This determines the full execution of 

che curſe on the whole man, ſoul and body toge- 
ther. The godly ſhall get their final ſentence too: 
but O the vaſt difference betwixt Come ye blefſed, 
and Depart ye curſed / The unſpeakable happineſs 

of the ſaints in heaven, and the unſpeakable mi- 

_ fery of the damned in hell, will ſhew the diffe- 
rener. But the weight of both lies, you ſee, in the 
ſtate of the parties, as under the bletling, or un- 
der the curſe. There is the en polar in re- 
Tpect of one's eternal te. | 


. This warts ſtall be burat with fire. 


a Seventhly, As they ſhall be, by virtue of- the 
curſe now to be fully executed, driven from the 
zjudgement · ſcat into hell; fo, in virtue of the 
ſame curſe of the broken covenant of works, this 
«world ſhall ga up in flames, and fo. have an end 


236 The Warld foall be burnt, © Part IV, 


put to it, 2 Pet. iii. 10.—The heavens ſhall paſt a: 
way with a great noiſe, and the elements ſball melt 
with. fervent heat, the rarth a and the works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up. When ſin got 
place in the carth by the breach of the covenant, 
the curſc was laid upon it, and the foundations 
thereof were as it were ſhaken. :.by its relation to 
man, it came within the compaſs of the curſe for 
his ſin, and ſo was devoted to deſtruction, which 
ſhall then take its full effect. Yea, the whole 
frame of the creation having relation to finfuk - 
man, was blaſtcd for his ſake, being made ſub- 
ect to vanity, Rom. viii. 20. 21. And fo the 
heaven,. which becauſe it is over the head of the 
covenant-breaker, is therefore now. ſometimes: 
made braſs, ſhall upon the ſame account then paſs 
away with a great noiſe ; even as the earth, which 
is ſometimes made iron, becauſe it is under him, 
ſhall then be burat up, Deut. -xxviii. 23. with 
2 Pet. iii. 10. juſt quoted. So the curſe is a train 
laid in the bowels of the creation, which now 
and then gives it terrible ſhocks, but will at laſt 
blow all up together. And when once it has done 
that, and ſo put an end to this ſtage of vanity and 
wickedneſs ; all the effects of it that now lie ſcat- 

tered through the creation, ſhall be gathered to- 
gether and caſt into the place of the damned (Rev. 
xx. 14. 15+). with thct : ſo that though death and 
miſery are every where to be found: now, it ſhall 
be no where then, but in that one place; and all 
that goes under the name of death ſhall be in that 
place. The weight compr hended in the curſe, 
hes now on many backs, and ſo is the more eaſily; 


barne : but then it ſhall all lic on the backs of the 
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men of the Lord's curſe, and on theirs only; me 
{0 hall they fecl oe full Vein of it. 2273. 
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The wicked ſoall te for ever under the 
ue Ry weight of the curſe in bell. RET 


Eighthly, They thalllie for eyer, under e 
of the curſe, in hell, on ſoul and body together, 
Matth. xxv. 41. Depart from me, ye curſed, into e- 
vert ifting fire: Here is their miſery completed, 
here is the full execution of the curſc. I he curſe 
was big with wrath, indignation, and fury of a 
holy, jealous, - juit God, againſt fin, and ſinners 
for fin, ever fince it firſt entered, upon the breach. 
of the covenant : and it has ſince that time ſtill 
been bringing forth; yet there has likewiſe ſtill 
been ſome allay in it, and the ſtorm of wrath has 
not yet come to the height. While men, even 
the men of the Lord's curſe, live in this world, 
much patience is exerciſed towards them; and 
partly through the ſlenderneſs of tlie ſtrokes 
laid on them, partly through their inſenſibleneſs, 
and partly through the mixture of tnercy in their 
cup they make a ſhift to live at ſome eaſe ; and 
if their eaſe be at any time diſturbed, yet they or 
dinarily, though not always, find ſome means to 
recover it: and even while their fouls axe in hell 
during the time betwixt their death and the laſt 
judgement, their bodies lie at caſe in the grave; 
fo but the one half of the man is in torment, and 
a part of him is eaſy, without any ſenſe or feeling 
of the leaſt annoyance. But when once the dead 
are raiſed again, and the men of the curſe have. 
got their laſt ſentence, and time is abſolutely at 
an * the myſtery of God finiſhed, and a quite 


rr 
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new ſtate of the creation brought in, to wit, the 
eternal (tate ; then ſhall the curſe bring forth the 
threatened death in its fuli ſtrength and force on 
the undiſcharged covenant+breakers';:and as Chrift 
ſtanding Surety tor the ele, knew by his experi- 
ence, ſo ſhall the men of the curie know by their 
experience, what was withia the compals of the 
threatening of the covenant ot works, Gen. ii. 17. 
— [nthe day that thou eateſi there thou ſbalt furely. 
die. Many a commentary has heaven wrote upon it 
unto men, in flaning fire, in blood and gore, in' 
ſighs, groans, and iwooning of thewhele creation: 
but never a full one yet, excepting. in the ſoffer- 
ings of the Son of God on the croſs. The elect 
of God get their eyes opened to read that, and 
ſo they make haſte and eſcape out of the domi- 
nion of that covenant to which the curſe be- 
longs : but the reſt are blinded, they cannot read 
it there. But God will write another ful! com- 
mentary on it, after the laſt judgement, whence all 
the men of the Lord's curſe ſhall, in their horrible 
experience, learn what was ig it, namely, in the 
threat:ning of the covenant of works. The dregs 
of the cup of the curſe ſhall then be b n 4 
bove, and they ſhall drink them. 5 
1. Ia virtue of the curſe, the pit, having recei- 
ved them, ſhall cloſe its mouth on them. A fear- 
ful emblem of this we have Numb. xvi, 32. 33. in 
the caſe of Korah and his company; And the earth 
epened her mouth, and ſwallowed them up, and their. 
houſes, and all the men that appertained unto Korah,. 
and all their goods, They, and all that ab pertuined 
to them, went. deun alive into the pit, ang the. earth 


claſed upon them. Compare that threatening, Pſal. xxi, 


9. Thou /balt make them. at a fiery oven in th. time of 


tained, 


earth 


Al. xxi. 


time of. 
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| thine anger : the Lord l ſualliaw them up in his 


wrath, and the fire ſball devour them. They ſhall 
be caſt into the lake of fire, as death and hell are, 
to be ſhut up there without coming forth again 
any more, Rev. xx. 14. 15. By the force of the 
curſe upon them, they ſhall' be confined in the 
place allowed for damned men asd devils. It 
{hall ſo draw the bars of the pit about rbem; that 
{>0ncr thall they remove mountaitis of braſs, than 
remove them. It ſhall be ſtronger than chains of 
iron to bind them hand and foot, that they make 
no eſcape, Matth. xxii. 13. yea and to bind them 
in bundles for the fire of God's wrath, that com- 
panions in fin may be companions in eee 
Matth. xiii. 30. 

2. The curſe ſhall then be like a partition-wall | 
of adamant, to ſeparate them quite from Gòôd, 
and any the leaſt comfortable intercourſe with 
him, Matth. XXV. 41. While on the other {ide 
of the wall, the light of glory ſhines, more bright 
than a chouſand funs, biling the ſaints with joy 
unſpeakable, and which we cannot comprehend, 
and cauſing the arch of heaven to ring with their 
ſongs ot praile : on their ſide is nothing but utter 
darknefs, without the leaſt gleam of light; and 
there ſhall be weeping, wailing, and gnathing of 
:ceth, For why, God himſelf is the only true 
happineſs of the creature, and Chriſt the only 
way to the Father; but then there is a total and 
final ſeparation betwixt God and Chriſt, and 
them. The day of the Lamb's wrath is come, 
all poſſibility of reconciliation is removed, and 
patience towards them is quite ended, and the 
curſe hath its full ſtroke : So God, the Fountain 
of all good, departs quite from them, abandons 


840% 
them, caſts them off utterly; and that moment 
all the ſtreams of goodneſs towards them dry up, 
and their candle is quite extinguiſhed. Then 
ſhall be known what is in that word, Hoſ. ix. 12. 
Wo to them when I depart from them. And then 
there js no getting over the wall, no paſſing of the 
great gulf for ever, Luke xvi. 26. 
3 It ſhall, hence, be a final ſtop to all TanQify- 
ing influences towards them. While they are in 
this world, there is a poſſibility of removing the 
curſe, and that the worſt of men may be made 
holy: but when there is a total and final ſepara- 
tion from God in hell, ſurely there are no ſancti- 


; a - . i | T IF 
ing influences there, The corrupt nature 100 


carried with them thither, muſt then abide with 


them there; and they mull. needs act there, ſince 
thoir being is continued ; and a corrupt nature will 
ever act corruptly, while it acts at all, Matth. vii. 
17. And therefore there will be fin in hell af - 
ter the laſt judgement, unleſs one will ſuppoſe that 
they will be under nolaw there ; which is abſurd, 
ſceing a creature as a creature owes obedience to 
God, in what ſtate ſoever it be. Yea, they will fin 


there at a horrible rate, in blaſphemies azainſt 


God, and other fins akin thereto, as men abfolute- 
ly void of all goodneſs, in a deſperate ſtate of mi- 


ſery, Rev. XV1. /t. Matth. XX11, 13. The curſe 


will be a dry wind, not to fan nor to cleanſe, but 
to wither, blaſt, and kill their ſouls. A 

4 It ſhail be the breath that ſha'l blow the fire 
continually, and keep it burving, for their exqui- 


ite torment in ſoul and bcdy, If. xxx. 33. For To- 


Phet is ordained of old : yea, for the king it is pre- 
pared: he hath made it deep and large: the pile 
thereef is fire and much wozd : the breath of the 
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Lord, like a fre of brimflone, doth kiddle it. 
There the worm which ſhall gnaw therm, fhall ue · 


80? 


* 


ver die; for the curſe will keep it in life: the 


fire that ſhall burn them, ſhall never be qusnchb- 
ed; for the curſe ſhall nouriſh it, and be as 


bellows blowing it, to cauſe it flame without in- 
termiſſion· The curſe ſhall enter into their ſouls, 
and melt them like wax before the fire; it thall 
ſink into their fleſh and bones, like boiling lead, 
and torment them in every part. It will ſtake 
them down there as marks for the arrows of God, 
which dipt i in the poiſon of the curſe ſhall be con- 


tinually piercing and burning them up. No pity, 


no compaſſion to be ſhewn any more, but the fire- 
balls of the curſe will be flying againſt them inceſ* 
fantly; Rev. xiv. 11. The ſmoke thelr torment 
aſcendet up for ever and eber: and rep W no 
ref day nor might. | 
FW Laſtly, The curſe ſhall lengthen dir'thete 
to all erernity, Matth. xxv. 41. Depart, ye 
jar] into everlaſting fire. It binds the ſinner 
to make complete and full ſatisfaction, for all the 
wrongs he has done to the honour of an infinite - 
God; it binds him to pay, till there be a ſuſſi 
cient compenſation made for them all. Now, 
there being no proportion betwixt finite and 
infinite, the finite creature can never, by its 
ſufferings, expiate its crimes againſt an, infinite 
God. Hence, when the firmer has ſuffered mil- 
lions of ages in hell, the curſe ſtill binds him 
down to ſuffer more, becauſe he has not yet fully 


ſatisfied : and fince he can never fully ſatisfy, it 


will biod him down for ever and ever, Rev. xiv. 
11. and will bring new floods of wrath-over his 
bead; and renew its demands of ſatisfiQtion 

Y Yy 8 * 
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through the ages of eternity," but never, never ſay, 
It is enough. | 
_ © Thus have I endeavoured to open vp unto you 
the nature of the curſe. of tbe broken'covenant 
of works, and the dreadful condition of thoſe un- 
der it, in this life, and after this life. But after 
all, who knows the power of God's wrath? No 
tongue can tell, what the {rightful experience of 
thoſe who live and die under it, ſhall teach them. 
But thus much may ſuffice. to have ſhewn you 
the miſery of being under the covenant of works. 


Application of the didtrine, That natural men, be. 
ing under the broken cavenant of works, are 
under the curſe. - 

This doctrine ſhall be improved. in two practical 
uſes; for conviction, and for exhortation. 

Usz I. of conviction. What has been ſaid on 
this awful ſubject may ſerve. to fix convictions in 
the conſeiences hot: of ſaints and finners., 

Fixs r, Saints, who are brought from under 
this covenant, dtlivered from it and the curſe 
tizercof by Jeſus Chriſt, view this curſe in the 
nature aud weiglit, the length and breadth of it; 
aud ſay in your heuts before tne Lord, 

. Do ye ſuitably prize and clicem your God 
Redecmer and Saviour 2 Are your hearts ſuita- 
bly affefted with the love of God in Christ, chat 
ſer on foot your deliverance, , and , brought it g 


bout? Ah I chis conſideration may afford us. a 
breaſt full of convictions, What manger of love 
was this, that the Father did (Luſe you ſrom a- 


mong the curſed cluldren of Adam 10 jaherit 


the ſbleſung ? that the 8 un died for vou, to re- 
deem you from this curſe ? that the Holy Ghoſt 


app icd to you the purchaſe of Chriſt's death, to 
#kc actual removing of this curſe from of you! 


1 
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* O where is that love, that warm, -glowiog love to 
the Lord, that this requires ! The Father's love 
to you while, under the curſe; moved him zo make 
his Son tobe fin fos you, who knew ne ſin, that - 
you might be made the righteuuſueſs of God in 
bim. Cbrit's love to you made him become a 

curſe for you, and driak. the dregs of that cup. 

which ye ſhould. have have drank through eter- 

nity in hell. The Spirit'ꝭ love to vou made him 

watch the moment appoumed for your  deliver- 

ance, and bring you out with a ſtrong hand from 

the dominion of the law, and tranſport you into 
the dominion of grace, where there is no more 
curſe, 0 mob dack to the l wont, which 
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of you; Fe eye upon the 'oue; 'and ano- 
ther eye upon tlic — till theſe cold hearts of 
Fours warm with Joaeeue. OA 
2. Do ye ſuitably e the new covenant, the A 
ſecond-covenant ? Do ye pry ini the myſter y of 
the glorious contrivance, ſtand and womlec at the 
device, for drjaging curſed, ſianets to i nherit the 
' blefſiog . Would it not become you pell to be of- 
ten locheſug into it, and ſaying; This it a m. 
vation, and all my defirc ? 2 Sam Axiil. S, Ah! 
' why have we not higher and more honouralle 
thoughts of the covenant of grace, of the Second 
Adam the Head, Surety, and Meſſeager of the 
” coyenant, of the goſpel the proclamation? of the 
covenant, the Bible the hook of the covenant, the 
promiſes of the covenant, the matchleſs privi- 
leges of the covenant, and even of the public 
eriers of the covenant too? If, Ii. 7. To help you 
to this, lay-the volume of the two covenaats be- 
fore you: open and W covenant of works 
2 
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in the firſt place, where you will find nothing but 
demands of perfect obedicnce under the pain of 
the curſe; a promiſe of life upon conditions im- 
 poſlible ro de performed by you, but the curſe, 
wrath, death, hell, and damnation io the ſinner. 
Then turn over to the covenant of grace, and 
read life and falvation through Jeſus Chriſt by 
faith ; no curſe, death, hell, damnation, nor re- 
vengiag wrath ; all theſe diſcharged by the Surety, 
Aud D raife your eſteem of the new covenant in 
Chrif*s blood. 

2. Do ye walk anſwerably to the e 
from this curſe? Ah! may not that be applicd 
juſtly to us, Deut. xxxii. 6. De ye thxs requite the 
Lord, O faoliſo peapl: and unwiſe? is nat be thy Father 
that bath bought thee bath he not made thee, and 
Habliſted three ? Obedience to all the ten — 
is bound on all under the covenant of works, un- 
der the pain of the curſe, Gal. ini. 10. Curſed is 
every one that continueth not iu all things which are 
written in the bogh of the law to do them. Obedi- 
ence to them all is bound on believers too, but by 
another tie, viz. the tie of their deliverance from 
the curſe by their God-Redeemer, Exod. xx. 2. 
1 am the Lord thy Cad which brought thee vut of the 


land of Egypt, &c. And this, and not the for- 


mer, is the way in which che law of the ten 


commands gets any acceptable obedience, 1 Tim. 


i. 5. from finful man. O look to the curſe of 
the covenant of works, from which ye are de- 
livered, and be convinced and humbled to the * 


duſt, | 
(r.) That ye ſhould walk fo untenderly, un- 


watchfully, and uncircumſpectly, before the Lord 
that bought you, and that in the nudſt of cured 
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children, a crooked and perverſe generation. 


What can more ftrike a nail to the heart 'of a 
gracious perſon, than when the Spirit of the 


Lord whiſpers into his ſoul, Have I been h wil-- 


derneſs unto Iſrael: ? n land of darkneſs ? where 
fore Jay my people, Ne are lords ; we will come no 
more unto thee ? Jer. ii, 31. And, 1s this your 
kindneſs to your friend ? Is that your compaſſion 
to the world lying in wickedneſs, to caſt a ſtum- 
bling-block before the bind ? You ſpeak, you aft 
untEnderly : Is that the uſe of the tongue redeem- 
ed from the curſe? is that the uſe of the eyes, 
hands, and feet,, body and foul, delivered from 
the curſe of the broken covenant? I think, that 
a believer looking to the croſs ſhould ſay, and 2- 
| bide by it, 7e me 10 live is Chrift, and to die is 


gain, Phil. i. 21+ 


(2.) That ye ſhould ſo. dote upon this cart — 


this rr earth, that the curſe of the broken co- 


venant of works has lien upon theſe five thouſand f 
years, and has ſucked the ſap out of, and fo dri-- 


ed up by this time, that it is near to taking fire, 
and to be burnt to aſhes, by virtue of the curſe 


upon it. Let the men of the Lord's s curſe, who - 


have their portion in it, ſet their Hearts upon ir, 


go upon their belly, and lick the duſt, .C Us no 
wonder they cannot get fip their back, on whom . 


the heavy curſe of the broken covenant lies) : but 


lift ye u 1 your ſouls unto the Lord, and bearken to 


his voice, Cant. iv. 8. Come with me from Leba- 
non, my ſpouſe, with me from Lebanon : lock | from» 
the top of Amana, from the toh of  Shenir and 
Hermon, {rom the lions dens, from, the e of - 
the Leopard. 


17 


6. * That ye ſhould perform duties ſo hear — 
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leſely, coldly, and indifferently; with fo little 
faith, love, fervency, humility, zeal, and confi- 
dence. O look to the curſe of the broken cove- 
nant, with the effects of it in earth and hell, that 
ye may be flirred up to the performance of duty 
after another manner. I mean not that ye ſhoul4 
look upon it as what ye are actually liable to in 
caſe of tranſgreflion ; for this to a believer, who 
i never free from fin one moment, may well 
make his heart die in him like a ſtone; it will 
never kindly quicken him ; it may well drag or 
drive him to his. duty, like a ſlave; it will never 
cauſe him perform it like a ſon: but look upon it as 
what ye are delivered from, and that will draw, 
melt, and kindly quicken the heart in love, Eph. 
4i. 11. 12. 13. Luke i. 74+ 75. Neliverance from 
wrath is the moſt powerful motive tonew obedience. 
(4-) That ye ſhould bear your troubles and 
trials ſo impatiently, as if your croſſes were ſo ma- 
ny curſes. Look to the condition of thoſe under 
the curſe in this world, and you wi.l fee your hea- 
vieſt croſs is lighter than their ſnalleſt ones, 

-- which have the weight of the curſe in them, that 
yours have not, however ye cry out under their 
weight : yea your adverſity is better than their 

- profperity ; the frowns of providence you meet 
with, arc preferable to the ſmiles of providence in 
their lot; there is no curſe in the former, but in 
tlie latter there is. Look to the condition of thoſe 
under the curſe in hell, and that duly conſidered, 
ye will kiſs the rod, and ſay, It is of the Lord's 
mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his com- 
paſſions fail not, Lam. ini. 22. Look how. Chriſt 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
n.aJe a curſe for us, and you vin ſce chę poilon 
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taken out of the cup, and the pure water of afflics 
tion preſented to you in your cup to pledge him 
in: add why not drink it, and drink it thankful- 
iy? Bear the croſs for him, and take blows and 
duffetings for his ſake, and from him for our w_ 
good, who has borne away the curfe. 
4. Have ye due thoughts of the evil of fin ? ks 
your horror of it ſaitably raiſed ? Rom. iii. 9. 
| Abbor that tobich it evil, abhor it as hell, ſo the 
word may bear. If you duly conſider the curſe, 
it may fill you with ſhame and bluſhing on this 
head. There ts much blindnefs in the minds of 
believers, much hardneſs in their hearts, and cold- 
neſs in their affections with reſpect to ſpiritual 
things. The lively ſenfe of the evil of fin is of- 
L ten very ſmall. We dare not own believers to be 
. yet Hable to the curfe, Chriſt having, with his 
| precious blood applied to them by faith, freed 
r 


them from it: but it s of great and 'neceflary 
uſe to them as x looking-glafe, wherein they may 
Fee the evil of fin, the due demerit of it, hat 


2 their ſins do in themſelves: deſerve, what Chriſt 
it ſuffered for theſe fins of theirs,” and what they 
E ſhould have ſuffered: for them, if Chriſt had not 
ir  \fuffered it in their ſtead. Trace the curſe in its 
et effects in this life, and after this life, as they have 
[2 deen [repreſented to you: ſo will you ſee God's 
a high indignation againſt fin, the infinite evil that 
fe is in the leaft tranſgreſſion of the holy law. Be- 
J, . hold it in this glaſs, and you ſhall conceive a hor - 
Ps ror of it; and be aſhamed, that you Hiro enter · 
n- - ined ſo flight thoughts of it. 

i g. Laftly, Are ye duly affected with the caſe of 
ig |  thofe who being ſtrangers to Chriſt are yet un- 


on der the curſe? Are ye at due peins for their reco- 
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very and deliverance ? How natural is it for men 
who with difficulty have eſcaped the greateſt dan- 
ger, to be affected with the caſe of others who al 

ſtill in the ſame danger, in hazard of periſhing 

But though multitudes are under the, curſe al, 
and, it may, be, ſome ſuch as we have a peculiar 
Intereſt in; yet where is the due care, compaſſion, 
and concern for them, that they may be dcliver+ 
ed? They are not concerned for themſelves; be- 
cauſe they have not yet got 2 broad view of their 


hazard: but ah! why are not ſuch concerned for- 
them, as have had their eyes opened in their own 
caſe ? Sure the caſe of all men by nature is alike,. 


and therefore the paſt danger of believers, gives a 
clear view of the preſent danger of unbelicyers, 


unleſs it be out of mind with them, which. it 
ſhould not be, that once they were without Chriſt, 


being aliens Few the commonwealth Iſrael, and 


rangers from the covenants of promiſe 7 having n0 


Hope, and without God in the world, Eph. Ii. 12. 
The apoſtle's experience of the terror of the 
Lord, ſtirred him up to perſuade others to flee 


from the curſe, 2 Cor. v. 11. ; and it well be- 

comes others who are themſelves as brands pluck- 
ed out of the burning, to act with that concern in 
the caſe of others, pulling them out of the fire, 


Jude ver. 23-3 and to mourn for the caſe of thoſe 
who continue inſeoſible of their danger, as our 
| blefled Redcemer did in the caſe of Jeruſalem, 


Luke xix. 41. 42. 


SECONDLY, Sinners ye who are under the 


broken covenant of works ſtill, not united to 


Chriſt {by faith, and ſavingly intereſted i in the co- 
venant of grace, but living yet in your natural ir- 


regenerate ſtate, ye may N be convinced, N 


G a. XA _ 
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1. That ye are under the curſe; yr are they 
* are the people of the Lord's curſe, under the 
ſearence of the law actually binding you over to 
defirnftion. Ye are they who by breaking of 

the original contract have fallen under the penal- 
ty, and are decerned in the court of heaven to 
pay it. Againſt you as trauſgreſſors of the law is 
the ſentence paſſed according to the threatening, 
Gen. ii. 19. In the day that thou eatefs thereof thou 
Halt fure(; die. Againſt you and every one of 
you in particular is the curfe denounced.” So the 
condition of thoſe under the curſe, is your con- 
dition in particular; ard what ſuch are liable 
to, you are liable to: for your name is in the 
black roll of the people of the curſe, of thoſe ap- | 
pointed to death, and devoted to deſtruction, in 
virtue of the curſe of che broken covenant of 
works. 

O Sirs, admit the conviftion, and go not about 
to bleſs yourſelves in your own hearts, puiting the 
thoughts of being under the curſe far away from 
you. There is light enough here to convince 
your conſciences in that point, if ye will not ſhut 
your eyes againſt clear light. All Who are un- 
der the broken covenant of eng are under the 
. curſe : but you are under that covenant : there- 
fore you are under the curſe. If you, be not un- 
der that covenant, where is your diſcharge from 
it? The belicver's diſcharge may be read Rom. 
viii. 1. There is therefore naw na condemnation ta 
them that are in Chrift Jeſus. Chap. vii. 4. Te are 
become dead to the lau by the body of Chriſt, that ye 
ſbould be married to another. But where is youre ? 
The unbelievers diſcharge is no where to be 
found. It is paſt diſpute that covenant is broken, 
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and that being broken i it curſeth the breakers: it 
is undeniable that you are breakers of it, and 
thefore you muſt be under the curſe. 

It is your iotcreſt to admit this n 
What will it avail you to bleſs yourſelves. in your 
. own hearts, when God himf<lifin his holy, law 
udenountes the curſe agaiaſt you? It is not by the 
. ſentence you paſs on yourielves that you: muſt 
tand or fall, but by the ſentence: God paſſeth on 
you in his word. Nay mens bleſſing: thewſcTves, 
-againſt. whom God denounceth the eurſe, does 
- but the more expole them to the exils contained 
in the cuùrſe coming on them ſpeedily aud furi- 
- -oufly ; Deut. xxix. 19. 20. And it come te paſs, when 
- be heareth the words of this curſe, that. he bie-. Hun- 
el If in his heart, ſaying, 4 ſball bave peace, thaugh 
- Twatk in the imaginatian of my bearty ta aid drun- 
kenneſs to thin, the Lord will not ſpare him, hut 
then the anger of Lord and his jealouſy ſhall /mike 
aguinſi that man, and all the curſes that are writ- 
ten in this book ſbalt lie upon him, and the Lord Joi! 
+ blot out his name from under heaven. The admitting 
of this conviction is among the firſt ſteps io a de- 
- livery + and there would be. good bopcs of onc's 
obtaining of the blefling of the. goſpel at Icagth, 
if he were once ſoundly convinced of kis beipg 
under the curſe. of the law. And therefore the 
-curſe is preached, not that anner may periſh un · 
der it, but that they ſeeing themſelves. under, it 
may ſtir up themſelves to make their eſcape. The 
law does its work to prepare ſinners for Chriſt, 
- convincing them of fin, that they are ſinners; con- 
vincing them of their miſery, that they are un- 
der the curſe :/and they that never yet ſaw the m - 
ſelves under the curſe, give a ſhrewd ſign that 


ſtriving to ge 
wreathed that yoke faſter about their own. necks. 
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they were never yet brought from under it. But 
when once à ſinner ſees himſelf concluded under 
the, curſe of the law, then he: is in a fair way to 
pr ze Chriſt and the bleſſiag of the goſpel, and to 
get himſelf carefully to inquire, what courſe he 


| thall take to be ſaved. And the believing of 


the curſe of the law with a particular application 
to one's ſelf, muſt neceſſarily go before the ſo be- 
lieving the promiſe of the gbſpel iudecdt. 
Why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange in your eyes, who 
yet are not truly united to Chriſt by faith, that 
you ſhould be under the curſe of the broken 
covenant of works ? I hat is the common caſe of 
all mankind by nature; and the deliverance from 
under it befalls no man in a morning-dream, And 
ſure it is that moſt men have never been much in 
pain to get rid of it; and ſome there are who 
t clear of it in a legal way, have but 


Do nor you kno that Chriſt himſelf as the e- 
le&'s Surety was made a curſe ? How could that 
be if they themſelves had not been under it, and 
I'kew iſe unable to bear at Þ as to exhauſt ii? Now, 
there is no ſaving. intereſt} in his purchaſe, till 
once the ſoul is brought to Chriſt by faith, and 
"re to him; which you are not. ' 
It is very conũſtem with the mercy of God, to 
+ ay unbe ievers under the curſe: for his-mercy can 
"never act in prejudice of his exect juſtice. Ihe 
covenant being made with Adam for all mat kind, 


the curſe novedd to fall on the breakers accor- 
ding to the threatening, by virtue of the truth 
and Juſtice of God. But mercy indeed bas a way 


made for it towards the miſerable under the curſe, 
inaſaucl as the priſoners are made priſonem of 
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Rope, by haviag deliverance from the curſe. pro- 
claimed to them in the goſpel ; the which may be 
actually conveyed to them in the way of Gad's 
own appoimment, namely, the curſed ſinnet᷑ s be- 
tieving on the name of Chriſt. But what need 
were there of n 
to you, if you were not under it? | 

Think, Dor chet.yon andes be men the conſe 
becauſe God has done much for. you, has given 
you many bleſfings, as health, fireagth, wit, 
wealth, and profperity in the world; or. becauſe 
he has wrought many wonderful deliverances. for 
you, has brought you from a low and mean eſtate 
to a high one, and mightily increaſed you in outs 
ward comforts and enjoyments. Remember it 
and confider well, that all theſe are but left / hand 
bleſſings, which one may have. poured in upon 
him in abundance, and yet be under the curſe, 
and they be curſed to him, Mal. ii. 2-1 will ſend 
4 curſe upon you, and I will curſe your blefſings: 
yea, 1 bave curſed them already. Neither think, 


that becauſe you are poor and mean in the world, 


have 2 hard and afflicted lot therein, that there+ 


fore you are certainly poſſeſſed of God's bleſſing, 
and not under his curſe. Nay, theſe chings are in 


their own nature effect: of the curſe, and ſo they 
are in very deed to all who axe not in Chriſt, but 


under the firſt covenant; and the curſe may and 
doth purſue mea in this world, as well as in the 
world to come : and one may be very miſcrable in 


this Hife, and in the other tog, by virtue ot the 
curſe. Neither deceive yourſelves in this matter, 
with externabpriyileges which you do enjoy in the 
fellowſhip of the church. You may be ſet down 
at the table of goſpel- ordinances there, and yet 


Yet. 2. 
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be under the curſe, Rom. xi. 9. and by virtue 
thereof none of theſe things doing yaur ſouls good. 

Wherefore, young finners and old fianers, yet 
in your natural unconverted ſtate, be canvinced, 
that ye are under the curſe, which has been a6: 
ſcribed. Lay the matter to heart; what the law 
faith to them that are under it, it ſays to you; 
take it home then to yourlelyes, and? elieve vou 
are under the curſe. 

2. Be convinced, that ye are in a very — 
condition, being under the curſe, Eph. ii. 3.—by 
nature the children of wrath. Whatever your out- 
ward Jot in the world is, your condition is dread- 
fol in this reſpect. If you had Samſon's Rtrength, 
Abſalom's beauty, Solomon's wit and wealth, and 
Methuſelah's long life-time to enjoy them ia; 
your caſe is miſerable - beyond expreſſion, being 
under the curſe of the broken covenant of works. 
The caſe of a devoted perſon, loaded with the 
curſes of a city or country, and ſo put to death, 
was lamentable : but whoſoever thou art who art 
under this covenant, and ſo under the curſe, thou 
balt the curſe of the Lord of heaven and earth 
upon thee, binding thee over to eternal defiruc- 
tion, and ſo art in a thouſand times worſe caſe. 
Your loſs is unſpeakable, and the whole world 
cannot compenſate it, namely, the loſs of God's 
favour, This burthen is inſupportable; for there 
is that weight in this curſe, which will ſink thee 
for ever, though now perhaps thou feeleſt it not. 
The curſe binds thee to the payment of a debt to - 
revenging juſtice, which thou wilt never be able 
to diſcharge. Tou have heard your miſerable con- 
dition under the curſe at large. 

To ſum it up in a * words: Tour condition 
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is miſerable here, and will be more miſerable here- 
after, if you die as you now live. In this world 
the cloud of wrath hangs over your head, and the 
ſmall rain of God's indignation is continually 
falling upon you ; ; in the world to come, the full 
ſhower will fall, the floods of wrath ill break out 
and overwhelm you, Your life haogs in doubt 


every day; and as you live in the moſt danger- 5 


ous circumſtances, expoſed without any covert 
to the arrows of wrath ; ſo you are not ready to 
die. On this fide death you are in the midſt of 
your armed enemies, and on the other ſide death 
you fall into the hands of the living God. O lay 
to heart your miſery ere it be too late. 

Refuſe not to admit the conviction of the great 
miſery of your condition, becauſe you do nor feel 
yourſelf ſo miſerable. Remember, that it is not 
your feeling, but God's word of truth, which can 
determine you. happy or miſerable. The judge- 
ment of God is always according to truth : and 
if you will carry your caſe to the word, you will 
fee it a moiſt deplorable caſe ; view it in the glals 
ot the holy broken law which you are under, and 
you muſt needs be affected with the horror of it: 
For as many as are of the wirks of the law are 
under the curſe. You read, you hear the law, 
with its terrible ſentence againſt the breakers, its 
Fearful curſes, and denunciations of wrath : but 
do you apply them to vourſclves ? Nay, you en» 
tertain thein as if they did not concern you, nor 
. were directed to yon: and if at any time they. are 
lice to take hold of you, and grip your .conſci- 
ences;” vou flee from them, and labour to divert 
your minds from fuch thoughts. But remem- 
ber, what things fever the law ſaith, it ſaith t1 
them ud are under the law ; and cunſequent!y it 


=. 2 af ai af oat aff. 
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ſaiih them to you, as if your name were expreſſed - 
in what it faith, And if the law ſpeaks to you 
indeed, it will have its effect on you, however you 
may - perſuade yourſelf | it means not concerning 
ou. 
, What though you do not feel your miſery ? ? 
Many think themſelves in good caſe, who in very 
deed are in a moſt miſerable and*wretched condi- 


tion, as it fared with Laodicea, Rev. iii. 17. They 
entertain themſelves with dreams of happineſs, 


while ruin abides them; think themſelves ſafe, 
while they are in the utmoſt hazard. Nay, there 

are many who are ſo far gone under the curſe, 
that they are paſt feeling, Eph: iv. 19; Neither 
the fiofulneſs nor miſery of their ſouls gives diem 
any diſtreſs, anxicty, or perplexity of mind. And 
that is a caſe miſerable to a degree, walmuck as it 

is ſo far a hopeleſs caſe, 

But why are ye not ſenſible of your miſerable 
caſe ? I hongh ye feel not the weight of it upon 
you for the prefent, yea though ye have all eaſe” 
and proſperity in the world, being neither under 
trouble of body nor. mind, nor any diſaſter in” 
your affairs; yet ye ought to remember, that the 
curſe works by filent ſtrokes, as well as by tor- 
menting plagues, as ye have heard; yea and that 
the moſt terrible workings of the cur fe are await-" 
ing the people of the curſe, on the other'ſide 
death. Surely then ye have reaſon to believe and 
be conviaced, that your ſtate is moſt miſerable, 
though for the preſent you feel not the weight of it: 
for the. curſe working like a moth, inſenſibly, 
makes a-ruinous con dition, in which the breaking 
will at length come {ſuddenly at an inſtant ; and 


they mult needs be in a ſtate of unſpeakable 
\ "14D "2 
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miſery, whom eternal deſtruction from the pre- 
Fence of the Lord is abiding, ready to ſcize them 
at the time appointed. 
Wherefore believe the dectrine of the law, 
concerning the curſe, and the miſery of ſinners 
under it; believe it wich application to your- 
ſelves. Believe it, upon the teſtimony of God, 
who is truth itſelf; believe it, becauſe God has 
Kid it, though perhaps you do hot feel it: 80 
thall yon come to be duly aff. ed with it, and by 
that means be ſtirred up to a concern to be ſaved 
trom it, which would be a promiſing ſtep tgwards 
5 recovery. | 
3. Be convinced, that your caſe is deſperately 
Gnful, while you are under that covenant. While 
fin remains, the root of miſery remains, which 
will ſpring up ; the fountain abides, which will 
«aſt forth waters of bitterneſs : and it mufl and 
will remaia in its ſtrength, while ye are under that 
eovenant z becauſe, being under that covenant, ye 
are under the curſe. Hence fays the apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
xv. 56. The flrength of fin is the aw. While 
the law, as the covenant of works, then, bath 
power over a man, fin will have its ſtrength in 
| him, which he can by no means break. While ye 
are under that covenant, and ſo under the curſe, 
(1.) The guilt of your fin lies on you, the 
guilt of eternal wrath ; and it cannot be removed. 
The curſeſtakes you down under that guilt, it binds 
it upon you as with bands of iron and braſs, that 
it is not poſſible you ſhould ever get'up your head, 
while the curſe is on it; and the curſe will be up- 
on it as long as ye are under that covenant,” Gal. 
iii. 10. The covenant in the threatening of it ſaid, 


If man fin, he ſhall die: and fo ſinning he con- 


tracted the guilt of death, he came under debt to 
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to vindictive juſtice. The curſe of the covenan + 


ſiys, The ſinner muſt die, he muſt pay his, debt . 

the utmoſt farthing, he cannot be treed from it. 
without full payment. This you cannot do. The 
Juſtice and truth of God confirms the curſe of the 
law on the ſinner, that it cannot be baulked with- 
out an imputation of diſhonour on them. And 
ſince it is not poſlible for you to make full ſatisfic- 


tion, and ſo to exhauſt the curſe, no not through 
the ages of eternity; it i» evident, that the curſe 


docs inviolably bind the guilr of your fin on you, 
ſo that while the former remains on you, the latter 
Is immoveable. : 

Now conſider that ye were born ſinners under 


this cavenant, and ſo born under the curſe of it; 


and that the law is moſt extenſive, both as to parts 
and degrees of obedience, and fo condemns eve- 
ry thing you do, becauſe vou do nothing in the 
perfection which it requires. Hence your fins are 
innumerable, your feveral pieces of guilt are paft 
reckoning, and you are every day adding to the 
account: but in the mean time the account never 


ſuffers any diminution. The ſtate of a ſinner un- 
der the curſe is an unfathomable gulf, into which 


: * * 0 1 
the waters are continually running, but not the 


leaſt drop goes out from it again New guilt is“ 


ſtill added, but nothing of the old or new 8 | 


is removed; the curſe lets in more, but it 1 
none out: all is ſealed up under the curſe, ok 


your fin in the womb, | till your fin of this mi- 


nute. 


Ye will ſay, God forbid ! Surely he is a mer- 
ciful, God, I have been troubled about my ſins, 
and 1 have repeated of them, and begg ged for- 


23 


4 


25B Phe Define applied. Fart w. 
giveneſs, and I hope he has pardoned me: and 
ty hope to do the ſame for the time to come, and 

he will, pardon me ſtill. An/. Not to ſpeak here 
of what repentance can be found in one lying un- 
der the curſe of tl e firſt covenant, ye would take 
notice, that you being ſtill under the covenant of 
works, God deals with you in che way of that co 
venant; and that covenant admits of no pardon 
to them who are under it, Acts xiii. 39, For a 
pardon under that covenant would render the 
threatening and curſe of it vain, and of no ef- 
fect; and fo faſten a blot and ſtain on the truth 
and juſtice of God, and would indeed quite over- 
turn that covenant, and leave it as little regarded 
by God himſelf, as it has been by the ſinner. In- 
deed, if you can bear the curſe, fo as, by youg 
ſuffering what it binds on you, to exhauſt it, and 
fully fatisfy Juſtice ; then your crime is expiated, 
and even in the way of that covenant God and 
you are friends again: but that is as impoſſible for 
you, as to lift the whole fabric of heaven and 
carth out of its place. The truth is, nothing 
can procure you the pardon of one fin, but 
what can remove the curſe : While you are un- 
der that covenant, you have no ſaving intereſt in 
the blood of Chriſt, fo the curſe is not taken off 
you thereby: and certain it is, that your repen- 
tance and begging forgiveneſs can never remove 
the curſe from off you, for they.can never be a full 
ſlatistaction to offended juſtice :: And therefore, 
not withſtanding your pretended repenting and bey- 
Bing pardon, your guilt ſtill remains; there is no 
pardon in the caſe 5 though your guilt is forgot- 
ten by you, it is remembered of God fill, and is 
wriiten before him as with a pen of iron, and the 
p2.at of a diamond. 


* 
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(.) Sin has a reigning power over ou and it 
neither is nor can de broken, vou continuing un- 
der that covenant, Rom. vi. 14. where the-apoſile 
plainly teaches, that they who are under the law 
are under the dominion of fin. Man innocent 
and holy entered into that covenant; dut ouce 
turning a ſinner under ic, he could never tur 
a ſaint again" under it. It furniſhed fire 
to man being clean to keep himſelf clean, 
provided no laver for him once defiled, x gn! = 
himſelf clean again. I know, chat the men of that 
_ covenant do not make, all of them, an alike black 
appearance in their lives and converſations : fome 
of them bear the deviPs mark on their forcheads ;; 
others have it in the hollow of their hand, which 
- they can keep from the view of the world. Bur 
the whole of them are an unſanctiſied company, 
and under the reigning power of fin, hich s in 
them entire and unbroken, Rom. iii. 10: 11.12. 

Zo that I ſay your caſe is deſperately ſinful as to 
the reigning power of ſin, while under that cove- 
© nant; ye neither are nor can be holy under it. 
And thiak nor this ſtrange. For, 

T..] Since you are finners under that covenant, 
vou muſt needs be dead men; for ſo runs the 
_ threatening, Geo; it, 2 In the day that thou eat- 
aft thereof thou alt die. Your natural life is yet 
preſerved, therefore your ſpiritual life then muſt 
be gone, Eph. ii. 1. So all the men of chat co- 
venant are dead and buried in treſpaſſes and ſins. 
Death preys on their fouls,” and bears full ſway 
there. Hence it is called: the lau of fin e 
Rom. viii, 3. ſin arid death reigning over all that 
are under its dowjnion. And therefore Chriſt, 
the head of the ſecond. covenant, was made a 
uic kcning ſpirit, death reigning und er the firſt. 
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What though you perform religious duties un- 


der this covenant? They are all but dead works, 
but the carcaſes of duties, without life and ſpirit, 


They have the matter of duty, but they are not 


done in a right manner: they are not from a 
right principle, nor are they directed to the right 
end; they are all ſelfiſh, ſlaviſh, and mercenary, 


and can never be acceptable to God. 


[2.] Being under the curſe, there 0 ſepara- 


tion hetwixt God and your ſoul, and fo the courſe | 
of ſanctifying influences is blocked up, Il. lvii. 2. 


While the curſe thus ſtands. as a partition-wall of 


God's own making, in the courſe of juſtice, be- 
twixt God and you, how can there be any ſaving 
communion with him? and without that how can 
ye be made holy? Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his 


death and ſufferings, purchaſed the Spirit of ſanc - 


tification for thoſe that are his; plainly import- 


* 


ing, that there was no acceſs for the Spirit of ſanc- 
tification to the unholy creature by the firit ny: 5 


venant. 


Lou may poſſibly ſind an e of — 


in duty under that covenant ; but miitake it not 
for communion with God : = there is no com- 
munion with him under that covenant; there is 8 


no communion with him but by Jeſus Chriſt, che 


head of the ſecond covenant, Eph. ii. 18. And 
for an evidence hereof, you ſhall obſerve, that 
whereas com union with God has a ſanctifying 


and humbling efficacy where it is; theſe enlarge - 


ments have no ſuch effect, but on the contrary. 


fill the heart with pride and {elt-cſteem, and ſo 


render the foul more unholy, 1 John i. 6. 
(3-) Ihat covenaat is no channel of ſanctiſica- 


tion to the unholy creature, To a ſinner it is 


„ AY. 2 WV 
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the miniftration of death, à Cor. iti. 7. and of con- 
demnation, ver. 9. a killing letter, exacting obe- 
dience to be performed on the ſtrength giyen at 
frſt, but now quite ſpent ; but promiſing no nex 
ſtrength for duty, but laying on che curſe for 
non-performance. It is the goſpel, or covenant. 
of grace, that is the miniſtration of the Spirit, ver. 
8. And for thi: the apoftle appeals to the expe- . 
rience ot thoſe who have received the Spirit, 
Gal. iti. 2. Received ye the Spirit by the works of 
the law, or by the hearing of faith * © 
It is true, that under that covenant yon may 
have been influenced to reformation of life, and 
prompted to the performing of duty: but all this 


amounts to no more in that caſe, but a change of 


life, and reaches never to a change of one's na- 
ture. Fear of puniſhment and hope of reward, 
are here che ſprings of all; not the love of God: 
and ſo the reſult of it nnn. wich- 
out the power of it. 

[A.] That covenant, inſtead of having a 1 
tifying influence on finners, has an irritating 
power on their corruptions. The more cloſe it 
comes on their conſciences, the more their luſts 
are provoked, as was before explained, Rom. vii. 
7. I may herein appeal to ſinners experience. 
Have ye not ſometimes found ſleeping corruptions 
awakened by the law's forbidding of them-? and 
weak luſts gather ftrength by the very fight of 
the hedge which the law has fet 'betwixt you and 
them? And have not your hearts, on ſome par- 
ticular occaſions, finding how their inclinations 
were croſſed by its commands, awed and frigbted 
by its threatenings and curſes, even riſen »gainf 
it ſecretly, and againſt the God-that made it ? 
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Thus under that covenant your caſe is deſpe- 
rately ſinful. 

4. Be convinced, that while ye remain under 
that covenant, ye remain under the curſe ; and 
there is no dcliverance from the curſe without de- 
liverance from the covcnaut. Fir as many as are 
of the works of the law are under the curſe. It is 
vain to think one can be under that covenant be- 
ing a finver, and not de under the curſe ; for the 
curſe will be found to take place in the do- 
minioa of the law, where-ever ſin is found. Sp as 
long as ye live under the broken covenant of 
works, fo long ye live under the curſe ; and if 
ye die under that covenant, ye die under the curſe. 
When innocent Adam entered into that covenant, 
it did not curſe, nor could it curſe him or his, 
while as yet there was no command of it broken; 
but when once fin entered, the curſe immediately 
took place, and ſeized on him and ail his poſterity; 
and under it they lic, as long as they remain 
under that covenant, and are not delivered from 
that original contract. F 

This is a weighty conſideration, and may pierce. 
the hearts of all who have not got their diſcharge 
as to that covenant, who have not got that hand- 
writing that is ſo much againſt them, blotted out 
with reſpect to them. Whatever ye do, whatever 
ye ſuffer, whatever change be in your converſation, 
or in the temper and diſpoſition of your ſpirits, 
while ye remain under that covenant, the yoke of 
the curſe remains ſtill wreathed about your necks. 
And to faſten this conviction the more on you, 
conſider, ; 

(t.) Ye being under that covenant were born 
under the curſe, by nature the children of wrath, 


1 
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Eph. ii. 3. Adam's fin laid all men under it; and _ 
as ſoon as we are Adam's children we are curſed - 
children, bound over to death by the ſentence of 
the broken law or covenant, Rom. v. 18. Now, 
there are only two ways, how that curſe may be ſup- 
poſed to be removed and taken off you, viz. either 
( by your ou bearing it for yourſelves ſo as to bear it 
- * od, or by another's bearing it for you imputed to 

L vu: for that it ſhould be taken of you in a way 
; of mere mercy, without any bearing it to the ſa- 
g tis faction of jullice, is inconſiſtent with God's ju- 
” ſticc, truth, and-covenant, as you heard before. 
But the former way, it cannot be that ye are or 
ſhall be delivered from it : For whatever ye have 
ſuffered in your ſouls, bodics, or any other way, 
or whatever ye may ſuffer, is ſtill but the ſuffer- 
ings of a finite being, which can never compenſate 
the wrong done to the honour of an infinite God 
| by your fin ; and therefore the ſufferings of the 
q damned have no end. The breach made by the 
creature's fin in the honour of an infinite God, is 

a gulf which ſwallows up all ſufferings of the crea- 


N 


g ture, but can never be thereby filled up. As to 
; the litter, it cannot take place, but in the way of 
the ſecond covenant, which is inconſiſtent” with 
8 your continuing under this covenant, The im- 


putation of Chiiit's ſati, faction, and the delivery 
tom the curſe thereby, are conſequents of the 
b ſoul's union with Chriſt, Rom. viii. 1. which is 
by one's entering into the covenant of grace, 
whereby they part with the covenant of works, 
which they naturally cleave to, Rom. vi. 4. 
1 Therefore it necaſſarily follows, that while ye re- 
main under the covenant of works, ye remain 


unde: the curſe, the curſe laid on for Adam's ſin. 
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(2.) Suppoſe that curſe were removed, and no 
curſe were-lying on you now for the firſt breach 
of the covenant ; yet ye cannot refuſe, but that, 
however watchfully you have behaved yourſelves, 
.endeavouring to keep the law, you have been 
itty of ſome fins in your own '3 you 
Have, ſometimes' at leaſt, thought evil, ſpoken C- 
vil, and done evil; ſome duties ye have omitted, 
ſome crimes againſt God and his law ye have 
committed. Now theſe lay you under the curſe, 
ſince you are under the covenant which curſeth 
the ſinner; for it is written, Cusſed is every ane that 
 continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the. law to da them. It is not enough 
to do ſome things of the law: if all be not done, 
one is by this covenant ſtaked down. under the 
.curſe. 

_  (3-) When you have done the beſt chat poſii- 
bly you can do to keep the commandments, ye till 
fall under the curſe, while ye are under this cove 
nant: Becauſe whatever. good ye do, ye do it 
not ia perfection; for perfection in every point 
of duty is required under it, Luke x. 25. and not 
only ſo, (for that is required under the covenant of 
grace 00, Matth. v. u/t. J, but it is required under 
pain of the curſe ; for it is written, Curſed is eve- 
ry one that continueth not in all things, &c. So that 
if you ſhould omit no duty, external or iaternal, 
. conſiſtent with one's continuing under that cove- 
nant, and ſhould perform them with all the vi- 
. gour, zeal, and carefulneſs ye are capable of; 
yet even for theſe the covenant would thun- 
der out its curſe againſt you, for that- you fail 
in them, in any the leaſt meaſure or degree. 
(4-) Foraſmuch as the law requires all perfec- 
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non, in all things, and at all times; and chat at 


no time, in any action, you attain to that perfec - 


tion, - but are ſtill Ganing in all your thoughis, 


words, and actions: therefore the law is ſtill rain- 


ing down its curſe on you, and bin ling you over 


with new ties to death, for your new fins, cur + 


fing for every thiag done amiſs. Wherefore, 


fince-you do nothing, but what one way or other 
is done amiſs in the eye of the law, it is impoſſi- 


dle you ſhould ever get your head lifced up from 


under / the curſe, while you continue 1a a that co- 


(F.) Laſtly, ee the caſe, Sur iadzed ir. 
is impoſſible, that you under this covenant could 
arrive at perfection, ſo that you ſhould fin no 
more, either by omiſſion or commiſſion, either 
m the matter or in the manner of what you 
do; but that your obedience fhould be from this 
moment perfect in parts and degrees, and that you 
thould obey in as great perfection as the angels do 
in heaven : I fay, that, notwithſtanding you re- 
maining under this covenant ſhould ftill remain 


under the curſe. For it is evident, that you are 
- guilty of many fins already, and what is done by 


you can never be undone: and for that cauſe you 
have fallen under the curſe already; and your 
perfect obedience for the preſent time, and the 


time to come, being a debt you owe for the time 


wherein it is performed, can never expiate the 
former guilt, or be reputed ſatisfying for the debt 
before contracted. Vea, ' ſuppoſe you had never 
ſinned in your own perſons, but had perfectly obey- 


ed fince you were capable of keeping or breaking 


God's law : yet being under that covenant you 


mould till be under the curſe, as being born 


A a 
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under it, on the account of Adam's firſt fin; 
which it is plain, on the former grounds, could 
not be expiated by that your ſuppoſed dene 
dience. "LT. 

Thus it is evident, that while ye remain acer 
this covenant ye remain under the curſe. - 

Say not, that, at this rate, all muſt be * 
the curſe, ſince in many things we offend all: for 
the ſtate of finners under the two covenants. is 
vaſtly different. By the firſt covenant, they | 
that are under it are liable to the curſe in caſe of 
finning ; but by the ſecond covenant, they that 
are under it, are not liable thereto in any caſe, 
but freed from it, Gal. iii. 13. becauſe Chriſt's 
bearing it for them is imputed to them. Sin un- 
der the former reigns unto death : but under the 
latter, grace reigns through righteouſneſs unto eter- 
nal life, Rom. v. ut. In juſtification the obedi- 
ence and ſatisfaction of Chriſt made for all che 
fins of all his people, paſt, preſent, and to come, 
are imputed unto believers; and fo they are diſ- 
charged at once of their whole debt to revenging 
juſtice, and they can never more fall under the 
curſe, nor be liable to it for their ſins, more than 
a man can be liable in payment ot a debt already 
paid and diſcharged. To pretend that believers 
may be liable to the curſe, and yet nor fall under 
the curſe upon their ſinning, is vaio? for if by 
the law, or threatening, they be liable tothe 
eurſe in caſe of trabſgreſſion; the curſe muſt nveds 
{ frize them when they do aftually”rednſyrels;»in 
wy of the truth of God in the thtesteridg; 
for hath he ſaid it, and (hall ĩt not come to paſi? 
Neither js it profitable, in the caſe of the curſe, 

tw diſlinguiſh betwixt groſs ns and other ſins x for 

the curſing law makes p& ſuch diſtinction in that 
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point, but where it curſeth for one fin, it curſes 
for all of what kind ſoever, Gal. iii. 10. Curſed is 


every one that continueth net in all things, &c. 


wager Wige to thoſe under the co- 
venant of works. | bis 45 


5. Be convinced, wh aha E for 
you under that covenant; You muſt either quit 


it, and eſcape out of its dominion, or periſh un- 


der it. To be faved and yet be under the curſe, 
is inconſiſtent. But while ye are under that co- 
venant;- ye are under the curſe; and therefore 
while ye are under it, e cannot be faved, but 
muſt necds periſh. Therefore, I ſay, if ye abide 
in that broken ſhip, ye are ruined, ye will be 
ſwallowed up, ye will never ſee che ſhore of Im- 


manuel's land. O be convinced of this, that you 
may deſpair of ever entering into heaven by that 
door; that your hopes and expectations by it 


may die, beiog plucked up by the os; and you 


may look out for another door of hope. Conſider, 
(..) That it was the door opened to innocent 
Adam iudeed, but by one wrong ſtep willing it, he 


could never make his entry by it any more, but was 
faiu to betake bimfſclf to another door, even Je- 
fus Chriſt in the free promiſe, Gen jii. 15. How 


then can ye expect ap enter by it ? He found that 
being ance: a ſinner, be was able no longer to live 
unden che domimon of the law, and therefore 


did. hetake himſelf to the-dominion of frer grace: 
« bis garment of fig leaves which he made for bim- 


ſelf, he parted with as inſufficient, and took an 
che coat of ſkins (of ſacrifices) which the Lord 


God made unto him Ye mull go and do likewiſe, 


or ye periſh. 


50 ) e up for deſtrudtion under 
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this covenant, the door was bolted with the bar 
of the curſe i ſo chat there is no eſcaping from 
death by it for them, Gal. ii. ro. When Samſon 
was ſliut up for death in Gaza, Ye took the doors of 
the gate of the city, bar and all, upon his ſhoulders, 
and ſo got out of the city to the mountain, Judg. 
vi. But this barfof the curſe is too heavy far the 
moulders of angels, they are not able to bear it; 
tar leſs are ye able. So there is no acceſs to the 
hill of God that way for you. That gate is like 
unto that we read of, Ezck. xliv. 2. 3. No man 
Hall enter in by it : it-is for the Prince, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the true Samſon, who, when all his 
cleft were ſhut up for death in the priſon of the 
law- covenant, barred wich the bar of the curſe, 
put himſelf in cheir room; and in his might lift- 
ed up the gate, bar and all, and carried them a- 
1 way, and ſo made a way for them to eſcape. 
Take heed you deceive not yourſelves in this 
# matter, with the promiſes of lite you apprehend 
| to be made to your keeping of the command- 
ments of God. It is true, there is a promiſe of 
life to obedience in the covenant of works: bi 
then it is only to perfect obedience, The _ 
is denounced againſt the leaſt failure, Luke X. 27. 
28. Gal. iii. 10. Now, it is evident you can have 
iy no hope by this promiſe, ſince you cannot per- 
form the obedience to which it is made. And 
chere is no promiſe of life in that covenant on 
\ any lower condition. Sincert obedience will not 
1 entitle you to that promiſe, though ye could per- 
| form it, as ye really cannot; the wilf cannot be 
accepted here for the deed ; for the Taw denvurs' 
ces the curſe cn every one under it for the leaſt 
in perfeclion; and fo ſaves them off from ariy be · 


Lo 
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nefit by i its promiſe. The promiſe of life and fal- 
vation is in the covenant of grace freely made for 
the ſake of Chriſt, to be received by faith in him: 

and even in it godlineſs hath the promiſe of life 


annexed to it, but is made not to the work, but to 


the worker being in Chriſt; and not for his 
work's ſake, but for Chriſt's ſake. But you being | 
under the covenant of works, have no ſaving in- 


tereſt in the promiſes of the covenant of grace, 
and ſo have no part nor lot in the life and ſal- 
vation. there promiſed. And belides, all your 0- 


bedieuce is ſervile and mercenary, unacceptable to 


God, ſo far from having the promiſe of life, that 
on the contrary ſuch workers are expreſsly exclu- 


ded from it, Gal. iv. 30. Caſt out the bond-woman 


end her ſon : for the ſon of the bond-woman ſhall 


not be heir with the ſon of the Free- woman. 
Thus you ſee there is no ſalvation for you un- 


der the broken covenant of works. 


6. Be convinced, that there is an abſolute nateC- 


ſity of being ſet free from the covenant of works, 
of being brought into the covenant of grace, and' 


favingly intereſted in the Lord Jeſus, the Second: 


Adam. If you be not ſet free from the firſt cove- 


nant, ye are ruined, For as manyas are under the 
bond of it are under the curſe. To put the queſtion 
to yourſelves, Whether you had'beſt quit that cove- 
nant, or not? is in effect, Whether you had beſt re- 
main under the eurſe, or endeavour to eſcape ? 
This is a point that in reaſon. can admit no more 
diſputc, than whether a drowning man ſhould- be 
willing to be preſerved from periſhing ? or whe- 
ther a man ſhould caſt n coals out of his 
boſom ? 

If you be not bronghs intothecovenantof ; grace, 

4 3 
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intereſted in Jeſus Chriſt by faith, you can never 
be freed from the covenant of works. No man 
{ſhall ever get up that bond, but on his inſtrutting 
full payment both of the princigal ſum and of the 
penaky; that is, both of perfect obedience to the 
law, and ſatis faction to juſtice for the breach 
made by fin. This you fhall never be able to 
inſtru&, do or ſuffer what you will, unleſs you 
embrace and unne with Chriſt by faith in the'-fe- 
cond covenant, by means of which his obedience 
and ſatisfaction * be counted up on * 
tore. 

Here then is the one thing . unleſs you 
take this courſe, ye thall never ſee like or —_— 
tion, but periſh for ever. 

7. Laſtly, Be convinced, that your belp mud come 
wholly from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that you 
can contribute nothing by your own working for 
your own relief; Hol. xiii. 9. O Ifracl; thou haſt de- 
Areyed thyſelf ; but in mens thy helv. For being un- 
der that covenant, ye are under the curſe: and hat 
can one do for himſelf, acceptable to God, who is un- 
der theſe bonds of death? It is true, ſinners will 
not come to Chriſt, till they be deeply ſenſible of 
their. fia and miſery: but to require ſuch and 


ſuch qualifications in finners before they may 


come to Chriſt, is to lay a ſuare before them, 


keeping them back from Chriſt, and teaching 


them to lay ſome weight upon their qualifications 
while they are yet under the curſe. In a ſpecial 
manner to tell ſinners, that they muſt truly re- 
peut of their fins before they may believe in Chriſt, 


or before they may apprehend the remiſſion of 


ſin in the promiſe, is in effect to ſay, that they 
muſi be holy and repent in a manner acceptable 
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to God, white they ate yet lying under his eurſe, 
for the curſe is not removed but in juſtification. 
The truth is, chere is a legal repentance agreeing 
to the ſtate of one under the curſe, ariſiug from 
a legal faith, the faith of che curſe, that goes be- 
fore ſaving faith and remiſſion of ſin; and how- 
ever neceflary it is to ſtir. up the ſoul to prize 
Chriſt, it cannot be acceptable to God, ſince the 
man is ſtill under his curfe. But no doing, no 
working, no repenting of vurs'cag pleaſe God, 
till once we are from under the curfe through 
faith in, him who juſtifies the ungodly. And 
therefore to effectuate the finner's paſſing from the 
one covenant and its cut ſe into the other and the 
bleſſing thereof, no doing, no working of ours, 
is required, but only to reccive Chriſt, pardon of 
fin, deliverance from the curſe, by faith, they be- 
ing all offered and exhibited in the free promite 
of the goſpel to the ſinner under the curſe. And 
ſo the curſe being removed, the partition-wall be- 
twixt God and the ſinner is taken down, aud the 
influences of the Spirit unto ſanctiſication, evan- 

gelical 3 and new r * into 
the foul. 2 , inn 


t «J. | * 4 it 


n Des I., of 3 


Firſt, Let unbelievers, who are ſtill under this 
covenant, receive theſe convictions, and be warn- 
ed, excited, and exhorted timely to ſue to be de- 
nivered from under the covenant of works, and 
for that end to be inſtated in the covenant of grace, 
by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. What need is there of 

further motives than the text gives, in'telling us, 
that all under this covenant are under the curſe ? 
which has been explained at large to you. Ah 
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is it ſafe to go home and fleep another night un- 
der the curſe ? Is it ſafe to venture more time un- 


der it, when ye know not which moment of your 


time may be the laſt? As ye have any regard to 
your own ſouls, lay this matter to heart, and de- 


lay no longer; but haſte, eſcape PINS: life. 


Conſider, I pray you, 
1. The curſe is a weight lich pan will never 


be able to bear. The weight of God's revenging 


wrath is in it, and it is a fearful thing to fall into 


the hands of the living God; on whomſoever 
this ſtone falls, it will grind him to powder. 


2. It is a growing weight; as your fins grow, 


the curſe grows; Rom. ii. 5. After thy: hardneſs. 


and impenitent heart, thou treafureft upunto thyſelf 
wrath againſt the day of wrath. The evils thou 
art bound over to are the greater, aud the bonds 


are the ſtronger. 3 


3. It is a weight that may be now 3 fool 


off you, 2 Cor. vi. 2. behold, now is the accepted 
time: behold, now is the day of ſalvation. Thoſe 
whom this weight has fuak down into the pit al- 


ready, it can never be removed from off them: 
but ye are yet within che reach ot mercy, the 
Mediator is ready to take the yoke off your jaws. 

4. If the weight of the curſe be not removed 
from oft you, it will be the heavier that deliver- 


ance from it was in your power; Matth. xi. 21. 
I ball be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
day of judgement, than for you. The men of that 


covenant will all e the weight of the curſe, but 


it will have a double weight to deſpiſers of the ga- 


ſpel. 
5. Laſtly, It will be an eternal weight, Matth. 


AxXV. 41. Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 
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ing fire. © There is an eternal weight of glory for 
the ſaints in the promiſe, and ab eternal weight 
of wrath for ſinners in the curſe, which they ſhall 
for ever lie under, and never get clear of. 5 


Let tbeſe motives then excite and induce you to 
flee from the cui ſe of the broken covenam of. 


works, unto the covenant of grace, 'whete _ is 
only to be found. 

_ Secondly, Believers in Chriſt; delivered from this 
covenant, (t.) Be thankful for your deliverance, 
as a deliverance from the curſe. Let the warm- 
eſt gratitude glow in your breaſts for ſo great a 
deliverance ; and let your foul, and all that is 
within you, be ſtirred up to bleſs your glorious 
Deliverer for this unſpeakable blefliag. (2.) Walk 
holily and fruitfully in good works, fince the 
bands of death are removed, and your ſouls 
are. healed. Be holy in all manner of life and 
converſation z adorning the doctr ine orf God 
your Saviour in all things. Let the whole tenor 
of your lives teſtify, that you are not under the 
curſe, but that you inherit the bleffing- ot eter 
nal life, by living to the praiſe and honour of 
Chriſt, who bath delivered you from the wrath to 
come. (3.) Turn not back to the broken covenant" 
of works again, in legal principles, nor in legal 
practices. The more the temper and frame of? 
your ſpirit lies that way, the more unboly will ye 
be; and the more your duties ſavour of it, the: 
leſs ſavoury will they be unto your God. It ia 
only by being dead to wang * that ye will live 
unto Gd. 8 {#1% 441% 1 
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Hep oe ruined Sinners laid on the Lord 
leſus Chriſt, the mighty r 


A Sermon EO, at Furick, June 11. 1721 a 
immediately before the Adminiſtration of the 
-Sacrament of the Cans Supper. 


P34 Ixxxix, 19. | 


Then thou ſpakeft in * to thy holy 3 
Jai, I have laid help upon one that is mighty ; 


EI Oy Te We Anne 
12 \ 


Wits ee ht this pſalm Ne to a time 
1 wherein the Jewiſh: church, and the royal 
family, were in à very low condition a and 
it ſeems beſt to agree to the time of the Babylo- 
niſh captivity ; and ſo, as many other pſalms, it 
is prophetical, being penned long before by Ethan 
the Ezrahite, who lived in the days of Solomon, 
1 Kings iv. 31. Ia this low condition, the church 
comforts herſelf in two things; the greatneſs and 
goodneſs of her God, who would be true to his 
covenant, ver. 6.14. For who in the) heavens, 
&c. In Ser relation, to that God according to 
the covenant, ver. 15. &c. Bleſſed is the people that 
know the joyful ſound, c. And thence ſhe draws 
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the comfortable concluſion, ver. 17. For abs a 
the glory of their. firength : and in thy favour our 
horn ſball be exalted. She concludes, that as lowW IA 
as they were now, they ſhould yet be raiſed up. 


The reaſon ot it is given, ver. 18. For the Lord is 


eur defence ; and the Holy One of Iſrael is our . N 
Their King was the Lord's, the Lord's 
choice, and by him ſet over them. And Fu 
had ſet up his throne with ſuch a promiſe, as ver. 

3+ «4+ [ have made a covenant with my choſen, 1 have 


ſworn unto David my ſervant, Thy ſeed will I ela- 


bliſb for ever," and build up thy throne to all gene- 
rations, he would raiſe and keep it up. That 
David is the king here meant in the type, I will 
not deny ; but that it is chiefly meant of Chriſt 
the antitype, I think is evident from many paſſa- 
ges, as ver. 4. 27. 29. 36. 37- And ſo I ſhall con- 
ſider our text, Then thou ſpakeſt in viſion, &c. 

In which words we have a confirmation of 
Chcift's beiag the Father's choice, drawn from a 
revelation made by himſelf in chat matter. In 
which we ha ve, 

1. The manner of the revelation upon that moſt 
important head, Then thou ſpakeſt, &c. It was 
made by viſion, a manner of reyelation made to 
the prophets when they were awake, either inter- 
nally, their minds being elevated to ſee and under- 
lland the counſel of God as to the particular 
thing he was pleaſed to reveal to them; or external- 
ly; ſomething being repreſented to their bodily eyes. 
The time when; then; which ſome refer to the 
ume of God's making the covenant with David; 
others under ſtand it-indefinitely, or take it to ſig- 
nify ſome time: and this I take to be the import 
of it here. As to the party co whom the'reve- 
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lation was made, ſome underſtand Samuel, others 


David himſelf, to have been the holy one to 


whom it was made. I think the 8 ng not ex- 
preſsly determine to whom it was ma bur that 
it is moſt natural to underſtand it of the prophet 


who penned this pſalti, viz. Ethan, it being hard to 


imagine this famous revelation, from ver. 19. to ver. 


38. to have been made to ohe prophet, and record- 


ed by another; for no whereeclſcis ſt to be found. 
And I judge it is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who is here 
called the holy One, though in the type it may relate 
to David; and that the cłue reading } is, concern- 


ing thy holy One, or UF 1 Favourite. Chr ralt is dis the 


Father's darlitig, 'Gis behyed Son, in hoy r he 2 
well pleaſed, Matth. vii. 5. On him he confer- 
red the honour of ſaving a loſt world; b laying 
help on him he expreſſed his mtacchleſs* 1 to 
Lancet and has ſceured their ſafety and comfort. 
For what can be more for the comfort of Chriſti. 
ans, than that Chriſt is the Father's favourite r 

2. The revelation itſelf. In which we may no- 
tice two things. 

(1.) The Father's eternal d-fignation of help, 
for a loſt world: I have laid help upon one that is 
mighty. It looks to the covenant which paſſcd 
from eternity betwixt the Father and the Son. 
God forefaw mankind ruined, and having eter- 
nal thoughts of love to the ele& among them, 
he provided help for them in their helpleſs con- 
dition. The party condeſcended on is one that i; 
mizhty, able to do and ſuffer for them, able to 
pay all their debt, and to repair the breach ; even 
his own Son, the mighty God. On him he laid 
the help of an clect world. They were fallen 
and ruined, utterly unable to help themſclves : but 
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le Tas it on his 'own Soo to help them. But 
there is more in that word than ſimple l ay ing; * 
properly ſigniſes to equalize, to make one thing 
anſwer another. One may bet help allowed him; 
but if it be not ſufficient help, it is no better than 
none at all: but the Father providing help for 
poor ſinners, accommodated, adapted, made the 
help equal, to the demand of the ruinous caſe, 
that the efficacy of it might be infallible. 

(2-) The execution of the eternal purpoſe in 
time : 1 have exalted, 12 raiſed. up, one choſen out 
of the people, God raiſed him yp when he'was in- 
carnate, AY in the fulneſs of time the Word 
was made fleſh. In; reſpe& of this his incarna - 
tion, he was choſen out of the preple ; he took our 
nature upon him, was partaker of fleſh and blood 
with the children whom he was deſt igned to 
help. So when the Father ſent him iato the 
world, he was. raiſcd up for a help to poor fin- 
ners: and though it was neceſſary he ſhould fall, 
by death for their help, yet even then ke ſtood, 
now he ſtands, and will ſrand for evermore, their 
glorious Helper. This raifing up is POR of as 

poſt, in the prophetic ſtyle. 


The doctrine ariſing from the text is, 


-Docr. A from eternity the Father luid fully. 
proportioned help for the caſe of ruined ſinners, on 
his own Son the Lord Jeſus Griſi, as one able fur 
the great w] o he. is now by his Father raijed” 
1p to, end has afual'y entered upen * rey | 
ww hich he was from eternity deſgurd for. 

In difcourfing from this ſudject, 1 all, 


I. Point at ſome truths ſuppoſed or iwported 
in this doctrige. 5 


N 
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þ II. Shew io what reſpefts the help was laid on 
Jeſus Chriſt 

* III. That Jefus Chrin Was and i is able for that 

4 great work. N 

f IV. Laſtly, apply che dactrine. n 5 

I. 1 ſhall point at ſome truths pe 0 or im- 

ported i in this doftrine. -+ 


4 1. Man was ruined, and ſunk into a gulk of 
3 miſery. If ye inquire how?' God did not make 
iN him ſo, Gen. i. 27. As he came from the hand 
i of God, he was a holy add hap appy creature. But 
by Adam's fall, che whole raced Wis "tainted, 
Rom. v. 12 23 have finned. Sin broke ini = 
ces the beautiful fabric of human nathre, 
made the apparent heirs of glory beirs of writh, 
The covenant ↄf works being broken, man was 
laid under the penalty, and boupd over t the 
wrath of, God. D 3 
2. God forcſecing this ruinous caſe of mankind, 
from eternity bad à deſign of love o Tome Fr 
them, that they might be partakers x 2 
ſalration; Rom. ix, tg. 1 will have mercy op 22 
vill have mercy, and I will have. comp: Nen Fn on 
i whore I will have camp Con. There was no ſüch 
love to fallen angels, though te tallen man this 
free love was extended. He loved an clect party 
© among them fram+etetni!y, befoxe, they wert; 
Jer. xxxi. 27 IU have med thre 10 ich an cverlaſtius 
ene. And fince it was, from etergitg, it bred. in 
the breuſt of Gall without, any inducement to it, 
| ehrt could poſſibly ariſe ſrom them. 1 
3 order to this love Jeſignia,eaking effec, 
there behoved to be helpiatforded to them; they 
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could not help themſelves. They had deſtroyed 
themſelves, but could not recover themſelves a- 
gin; they bad thrown chemſelycz 1 o & gulf of 
miſery, but by no art of theirs & wo ſwim 
aſhore again, but bchoved to periſh if they got 
not help; Hoſ. xiti. 9. 0 Watt; thou haſt deftrbyed 
thyſelf. Rom. v. 6. — V were without firength. 


They had fallen headlong. into a pit, but could 


never have wreſtled gut of it; but the pit had 
mme * ever, if there had 
dern 90 help. 


4 1 pen with'a little b 
be. lagged Fer and the help — 


= h be g. ormable to it. 55 Therefore the text 
bears the ſuit n 
required it, "The lifting vp. of an eleft world, 
where every finner is heavier than a mountain 


.of braſz, gut of the depth of miſery "toro the 


height of Lg Te happineſs, could never be done 
wi;b a bile help that might be gathered * 


$ellow:creatures. It behoved to be ſuited; ' 


(1 y fo the finner's Eaſes Whatever! he owes 


* de paid to the ut farthing, elſe he i 


ſtaked down fill under tlie curfe Whatever 
he wann to ſit him for che favour of God, and 


to appeur zn che palace above, nuſt be furniſhed 
to him, by ſuch'an das ene. belp- 
= | | 


12.) To che deine perfection, + Gad.is holy. 


juſt, and T3 and ſaoner may one hope tu get! 


the rocks removed for him, than to be ſaved in a 


wiy inconſiſtent with the honour af the diyme 


attributes. Ihe honour of God muſt be ſren to 


in Freren a before the ſinner can: be ſaveds 


e b 2.0 bend er 
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If. Xlit. 8. My glory will I nat give to anather. And 
therefore all the wroaged attributes of God muſt 
have reparation from ouc that undertakes to be 
tho ſianet's helper. n 
5. Laſlly, In this. caſe the help is laid- on the 
Son of God, as able for ſuch, an undertaking. 
Among the, creatures no, help was to be found; 
the ncitcd ſtreugth of all the angels in heaven 
could not have afforded .,meet help in this calg ; 
and man behov ed to have been loſt without rem - 
dy, it the Father had not laid help on his gm 
Son. Wu le jaiticg,nequized ſatisfastion foro 
broken law,-alatsfaftion equal to thęcoffengę a- 
Zalolt an inne God, and God's trathe; pleeded 
in favour of the demand, of juſtice, and iofigite 
holineſs peremptorily acfuſed; acceſs into iþc, pse- 
tence of God to the unholy creature 4 infinite 
wiſdom pitcheth upon one that was mighiy to 
briag about the ſinner's ſalvation in a way conſiſt · 
ent with God's elite, holincfs, and truthe 4 

_ vSM3 2akd „i un 2 

4 . I Man than In what reſpects the help was 
| laid on Jeſus Chriſt. r | Ls 181 
14 1. It was laid on him by the Father's deſigna · 
tion, I have laid help upon one that is might y.. He 
was the Fathers choice; when everlaſtisg lose 
put him upon the ſerking out of a fir perſon, un- 
der whoſe hand che breach betwixt God and man 
might be, he was the perſon infinite wiſdom con- 
deſcended upon; Iſ. xhii. 1. Beloved my ſervant, 
whom 1 uphald : mine elect, in whom my foul delight + 
eth. In the choice, he had an cye:to his own glo- 
ry that was wronged, to the finner's caſe, that was 
quite marred, and he reſted in che Son as a. 
fit W to entruſt with the reparation of both. 
It was laid on him by his own conſent and 


end ofering, ſays he, thou didit not defire ; mile 
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voluntary undertaking,” Pſal. xl. 9. 7. Sacrifice 


ears haſt thou bored - burnt-offering and fin«ffeting 
haſt thou not required. Then ſaid J, Loy 1 come-:; 
in the volume of the book it is written of me. He 


knew well what that help would coſt him, what a 


red ſea of wrath he behoved to ſwim through, for 
helping the helpleſs creatures. But love to his Fa, 
ther's glory, free and unhifed love to elect fin- 
ners, made him conſent to the.propofal.' And 
thus the covenant berwixt the Father and th: 
Son for the help of loſt ſinners was concluded. 

And thus the help of loſt fingers was laid on 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

iff, As Surety for all. ihe ele world, of all 
ages, ſexes, and conditions, Heb. vii: 22. Juſtice 
had them under an arreſt. ; they muſt pay their 
debt, or go to the priſon of hell. Alas! they 
are not able, and none of the creatures dare o 
bind for them. Then ſaid Chriſt, - La I come; 
I will be the Surety for them; whatever they 
owe to thee, lay that on my account, and I will 
clear all in the fulneſs of time. And ſo God 
took Chriſt's ſingle bond for all che debt ʒ and, by 
virtue of. it, bclievers under the Old Teſtament- 
had Pertect remiſſion of ſin and falvation;- Exod. 
XXXiv.. 6. 7. And thus it was laid on him, ; 

.) To anſwer juſtice's demand of ſatisfaqtion 


for their fins.” Without ſbeddinjs of bloed there was 
no remiſſion and ſince he had become Surety, 


himſelf beho ved to be the ſacrifice for them, If, 
liii. 10. It pleaſed the Lord to bruife him he hath 


put him to grief be made his ſoul an offering for 
fin. So the juſtice of God ſummed up all the debt 


of. ſin of all the ge”. paſt, preſent, and to come, 
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and clirged it all together on their Suretyto · the 
utmoſt farthing, and took him by the throat, ſay- 
ing,” Pay ubet ben weft. 80 it was eracted 
without any abatement. Juſtice purſucd him 
from bis birth to his burial, filled up the eup of 
vrath to the brim to him, ard cauſed him to drink 
it even to the dregs, Rom. viii. 32. He ſpared not bis 
ton Szu, but delivered bim up. fur ut all. He madt 
him a curfe for curſed ſinners, and leſt h ini not 
will it had brought him to the duſt of deathysand 
got full reparation of him for alt the -wrbaged 
attributes of God: I reftored that ubich i tek nat 
awry, fad Chriſt, Pfat.-lxix.- 4. 324, lo 
( 2.) To anfwer the law's demand of good works 
or perfect obedience for them. The aw had not 
by finners breach of it loſt its right to demand 
perfect obedience; and without its being anſwer - 
ed, they would bave been excluded for ever from 
the preſente of God. And fince he had become 
— j he behoved to anſwer for them, in ful- 
filKng all rigbteoufueſs, Matth. ili. 15. So hewas 
bo u perfectly holy, Luke i. 35. lived perfectly ho- 
Ie, Heb. i. 26. he obeyed all the ten command - 
ments, 1 Pet. it. 22. and hell on in a courſe of 
Perfect obedienuce to the end, Phil. ii. 8. 
Bchold here, for founding the believers title to 
eternal life, compb te help made, duly propor- 
tioned to the fianers caſe,” and ;to the divine per- 
fections. What could be demanded more of an 
elect world to found their title to heaven, but 1x- 
tistaction for the wrong done, and perfect obedi- 
ence-to the holy law? And both are given. All 
the attributes of God are as much honoured by 
the Surety, as they were wronged by the ſinncr. 
Was the truth of God doubted and difbelie ved 


bis poſteriry into hell. For (1.) The croſs had n 
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by the ſinner * Now it is ſet in 4 fuller light 
han ever before, being written in letters of the 
blood of the Son bf God, that can never be de- 
faced. Was his holineſs wronged by the finyer's 
throwing away His purity, and plunging himfelf 
in a mire of iniquity ? It is now glorified, and 
that is compenſated by the ſpotleſs purity of the 
Redeemer ' God- man, - who was doro, lived, and 
died without the leaſt ſtain. © Did man's lin caſt 
'a vail over all the divine per fections? Behold now 


they have all broke out from under that cloud, 


and thine forth more gtoriouſly than ever in * 
face of the man Chriſt Jeftis, 2 Cor. iv 6. 
Say not, *the law and juſtice of God are at a 
loſe, that the weight of their band luy not on the 
inner that did the wrong. For the leaft- wrong 
done ta them uncom penſated would have funk 
the whole creation, and draun the bars of the 
pit on them for ever, Gen. xviii. 2 5. II. AIii. 21. 
2 Iim. ii. 13. But they are more glorified than 
+they could have been by hurrying Adam and ul 


ſpectacle ot horror greater than ſuch a hell would 
have had: the croſs, the Sorr of God ſuffering 
on it, the other only a parcel of creatures. And 
what is their ſufferings in compariſon of God dy- 
ing, ſuffering on a croſs? (2) At chat rate the 
debt would never have been paid out, but here it 
is paid to the laſt and leaſt farthing. It is ſiniſbeu, 
had never been heard otherwiſe. (3) At that 
rate a holy juſt God had been glorified only bythe 
ſinners ſufferiog ; but here he is 3 * * 


\ doing as well as dying. 


-2&ly, Help was laid on Jeſus Chräd, ASA ſecond 
Adam, a quickening ſpirit, 1 Cor. Xv. 45. Not 
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only are finners by nature ſhut up in the pit hy 
the bars of the broken covenaat of works, which 
only Chriſt's doing and dying could draw ;. but 
they are dead in the pit, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
"Eph. ii. 1. How then can they live with God 2 
Adam repreſented all mankind in the firſt, cove- 
nant, and breaking it conveyed death to them all; 
ſo Chriſt was made the repreſentative of all the 
elect in the ſecond covenant, and being made a 
quickening ſpirit. for their help, quickeas all in 
due time, whom he repreſented. There was a 
fulneſs of the Spirit lodg:d in him; and that he 
communicates: to every one of his, at the time ap- 
pointed by the Father, whereby, they are regene - 

rated, and endowed with a principle of ſpiritual 
life, John v. 25. The hour is coming, and now is, 
' when the dead ſball hear the vice of the San of Gad, 

and they that bear ſball live. Mark the reaſon, ver. 

26. For as the Father hath liſe in himfelf, ſo bath 
be given to the Son to. have. life in himſelf. He is 
ordained à burning lamp, to touch them as ſo 
many blind candles, and ſo to light them with 
the light of life, in the day of power, Pſal. cx. 3. 

A ſuitable help is Chriſt the life, ** xiv. 6. for 
dead ſinners. 


3d y, Help was laid on him as a Dayſman, % 


make up the peace betwixt God and finners, 
1 Tims ii. 5. Eph. ii. 14. How ſhall a holy juſt God 
and guilty finners be brought together in peace? 
Who ſhall ſtand betwixt the conſuming fire and 
the dry ſtubble? A holy God cannot look on the 


guilty creature, Hab. i. 13. ; the. guilty creature 


dare not look on an abſolute God, if it knew him. 
But behold ſuitable help in Jeſus Chriſt; the Di- 
vinity is clothed with humanity in the perſon of 
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Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 19. Col. ii. 9g. Ide guilty crea- 
ture in Chriit i is clothed with the righieoũineſs of 
God, Phil. iii. 91 What then can mar the meet- 
ipg, the peace, the full remiſſion of ſig, and accepts» 
ance of the believer with God? O ſuitable help, 
ſuited to the ſinnerꝰs caſe, to the honour of Ged. 
1 athly, Help i laid on Chrift as a Guide and 
Leader. When the pezce is made up betwixt God 
and tlie belicvers, they have a wilderneſs- 
world to yo- through, ere they can get to Ca- 
naau.“ The way is difficult at all times, and ſpe- 
ciully dite vlt at ſome times; and at this time par- 
ucnlarly, aud like to be more fo. They will be 
in hrard of loſiug the way; aud if they get not 
bei they® wül be found drowned at length in 
ſome pit or other in the wilderneſa. But there is 
help laid on Chriſt for this, If. lv. 4. Bebold, I have. 
given him for —a Leader and Commander to the pro- 
ple. He will be eyes to them in the wilderneſs. 
As weak as they art and caſily drawn off the ways 
and as difficult as the yay. is, they * 0 
brought ſafe to the journeys end. 
+5thly," This help is laid on Chriſt as a ad ab 
bearer. | His people have weak ſhoulders, , and 
there are many burdens | upon them, the 
weight of vbich often makes them grodn,\ Tha 
very proſpect of he burdens awaiting them, is 
often heuvy. The Father fore ſaw every one "of 
his people's burdens, what burden of duties was 
to be · laid on ſuch a one and ſuch a one, what 
burden of troubles, temptations, difficulties 
wants, guilt, and cotruptien and he: made prox 
viſion for their help; be laid ihe help for them 
all on Chi iſt, whom he appointed the great But: 
den- bearer for all the heirs of glory; in conſe · 
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quence of which they may caft their burden upon 
the Lord, and he ſball ſuſlain them, Plal. Iv. 22. 

6thly, This help is laid on Chriſt as a reſident at 
the court of heaven, to take up all emergent 
Cifferences betwixt God and them, Heb. ix. 24. 
Chriſt is entered into beauen itſelf naw. to appear in 
the preſence of God for us. Their we. kneſs and 
folly might ſoon mar their mended, caſc, . and 
breed quarrels bet wixt heaven and them, that 
might have a fearful end. But there is help quid 
on Chriſt for that event, which is the believers 
great comfort; they have a triend at court, chat 
it can never come to a total rupture, 1. John 1.1. 
If any man fin, we bave an Aluecate with the Fa- 
ther, Jeſus Chrift the righteous. There is their help, 
He is able to ſave them to the uttermeſt that come 
unto God by him, ſceing he ever liveth to wake r 
cer for them, Heb. vii. 258. 

Ji, This help is laid on Chriſt as a aries 
Shepherd of ſouls. When the wandering ſheep 
are recovered, ſo much of the ſtray ing diſpoſitiun 
remains, and ſo many thieves. are going-abour to 
pick the n up, that there would be à lorry ac · 
count of them at the end of the day, if there 
were not help provided in this caſe. Wherefore 
they are not ęnntuſted to themſclves and their 
own) habitual grace, and watching: but their 
help is laid oo; Chriſt, to his care they are com- 
mitted, and he is to account for every one of 
them to his Father. Ye were as ſberp going aftray, 
ſays Peter to the believing ſtrangers; but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Biſbap of your fouls, 
1 Fey f. 25. And ſays Chriſt, John xvi, 12. 
While I was with them in the world, I kept them in 
thy name : thoſe, that thau ga veſt me 1 bave hept, 
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ind none of them is loft. Accordib gly he has ſo 
made the covenant, that if they cannot keep itz 

it hall keep them, Jer. xxxii. 40. J will make an 
* covenant with them, that 1 will not turn 
away from them, to do them good: but I will put 
my fear in their hearts, thai they ſball nat papers 

am mme. Lv 

gt, This is laid on Chriſt as the finiſher: of 
their fait, Heb. xii. 2. Our Lord is the appoint 
ed help of his people through all the ſteps. of 
their race, all the periods of their time, until 
death, Pſal, xlviii. ult. This Cod is our C for t- 
ver and bor; he will -be our Guide even unte 
death. He will lead them through death: Tra, 
fays David, though'{ walk through the valley of the 
ſhadew ef death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with mee thy rod and thy fa they comfort me: 
and he will carry them over the dark waters. 
And beyond death he will fet the crown on their 
head: Theref re coul the apoſtle Paul ſay in the 
neat᷑ proſpect of that awful event, There is lam 
up for ine a craun of righteouſneſs, which the Lerd 
the righteous Jirige ſhall give me at that day 
and not to me only, but unto them alfa that love his 
efpearing,” 2 Vim. iv. 8. And be will be their 
Helper through an the ages oferernity, as hie will 
remain the-ctecnal bond of uso betwixt God: 
and the ſaints, and they ſhall bee the full enjoy- 
ment of God through him, HS. vii. 25 forvei- 
ted, Rev. vii. ult. For the Lanth which is in the 
mil? of the thront ball feed them, an Hall leud 
lead them unte v ing fountains of waters: 7 Cod 
Ball wipe away all tears ſrem their eyet. ks 
xxi. 23. The city had no need of the ſun neither of 
the moon to Hine in it. Fer the glory" of tht 
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Lerd did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light there- 


9 | 

- Laſtly, Chriſt is the ordinance of God for help 
in all caſes whatſoever, to all finners whatſoever 
that will come to him, John iti. 16. God hath fo 
bved the world, that he hoth given his only begot- 
ten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſbould not 
periſo, but have everlaſting life. Alt without ex- 
reption are allowed to come, they may come to 
Mm for help, and whoſoever comes ſhall be help- 
ed, Rev. xxli. 17. 


m. T ſhall ſhew, that Jeſus Chriſt was and is 
able for that great work. 

1. As he is God, he is the Father 's equal, equal 
in power and glory. Our Helper is the mighty 
God, If. ix. 6. A God merely by name, or by 
office, would have funk under this burden; in 
vain had the help been laid on ſuch a one. The 
blaſphemous new Arianiſm ſetting up its head, 
in this day ot backfliding and apoftaſy from the 
truth, denying the ſupreme Godhead of Chriſt, 
and his equality with the Father, razes all our 
faith and hope to the very foundation, and leaves 
all mankind helpleſs under the wrath and curſe of 
God. For then Chriſt's ſufferings could not have 
equalled the offence done to an infinite God. 
But he was able for our help, being the Father's 
equal, Tech. xiii. 7. Phil ii. 6. Jehovah the 
Moſt High, If. xlvii. 4. As for eur Redeemer, the 
EE hols is his name. Jer. xxiii. 6. This is 

name wherewith he fball be called, The L:rd 


e Compare Pla Ixxxili. ult. Thou 


whoſe nams alone is Jehovah; art * Mef High 
over "all the earth. 
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2. As he is the Father's Servant raiſed up for 
che help of a loſt world. Al pouer is given to 
him in heaven and.in earth, Matth. xxvili. 18. 


I come now to make ſome practical 1 
ment of this ſubject. | 
Vs E I. of infor mation. 1 It informs us, that, 
i The ſalvation of fin ers. is a wonder of free 
love und grace, tranſacted betwixt the Father and 
WW the Son from eternity. The fall of angels was 
| foreſeen as well as the fall of man; and nothing 
could be foreſeen in man to move to the provi- 
ding of help for him, all good in him being the 
product of that help. But he Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, willed the help of ſinners, and that 
equally, for their will is one; and it was freely de- 
ſigned, undertaken, and performed by che Fa- 
cher, Son, and Holy Spirit. | 
Wo to thoſe who are left to bear their own. 
burden, and fo are all thoſe that live and die out 
of Chriſt. A mighty One was requiſite to make 
„ WM bdpin the ruinous caſe, no leſs than one of in- 
I finite might: What muſt be the caſe of thoſe. 
& then who lie helpleſs, or unheeded, with the 
4 weight on themſelves ? Pfal. xciv. ult. He foall 
bring bn them their own iniquity, and ſhall cut 
them off in their own wickedneſs ; yea, the Lord our 
Grd ſpall, cut them off. They muſt lie for ever 
veltcring ig the ſea of wrath, utterly unable to 
make the ſhore; they can never get out of che y 
law's dominion. 

3. Thea the believer being united to Chriſt by 
ath, has all ig Jeſus Chriſt, and that at oneꝭ too: 
or in bim dwellgth all the ſulnefs of the Godhead 66. 
lily : And ye are complete in him, whichis the head of 
Cc 
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Lerd did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light there 


of. 

' Laſtly, Chriſt is the ordinance of God for help 
in all caſes whatſoever, to all finners whatſeevet 
that will come to him, John iti. 16. God hath 70 
bved the world, that be hath given his only begot- 
ten Son, that wheſcever believeth in him ſbould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. All without ex- 
reption are allowed to come, they may come to 
Vim for help, and whoſoever comes ſhall be help- 
ed, Rev. xxIi. 17. 


III. I ſhall ſnew, that Jeſus Chriſt was and is 
able for that great wor. 


1. As he is God, he is the Father's equal, equal 


in power and glory. Our Helper is' the mighty 
God, If. ix. 6. A God merely by name, or by 
office, would have ſunk under this burden; in 
_ vain had the help been laid on ſuch a one. The 
blaſphemous new Arianiſm ſetting up its head, 
in this day of backfliding and apoſtaſy from the 
truth, denying the ſupreme Godhead of Chriſt, 
and his equality with the Father, razes all our 
faith and hope to the very foundation, and leaves 
all mankind helpleſs under the wrath and curſe of 
God. For then Chriſt's ſufferings could nor have 
equalled the offence done to an infinite God. 
But he was able for our help, being the Father's 
equal, Tech. xiii. 7. Phil. ii. 6. Jehovah the 
Moſt High, If. xIvii. 4. As for eur Redeemer, the 
3 hoſts is his name. - Jer. xxiii. 6. This is 


name wherewith he fball be called, The Lerd 


ww bteouſneſs. Compare Pſal Ixxxili. ult. Thou 


whoſe nam alone is Fehovah, art 200" MI Hugh 


over all the earth. 


— 
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. 2. As he is the-Father's Servant raiſed up for 
che help of a loſt world. All power is given e 
* in heaven and in earth, Matth. xxviu. 18. 


I come now to make ſome practical e 
ment of this ſubject. 

. EK I. of information. It informs us, that, _ 

ie The ſalvation of el is a wonder of free 
love und grace, tranſactèd betwixt the Father and 
the Son from eternity. The fall of angels was 
foreſeen as well as the fall of man; and nothing 
could be foreſeen in man to move to the provi- 
ding of help for him, all good in him being the 
product of that help. But he Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, willed the help of, finners, and that 
equally, for their will is one; and it was freely de- 
. ſigned, undertaken, and performed by the Fa- 
| ther, Son, and Holy Spirit. | 
o to thoſe ho are left to bear their own. 
f Wen and ſo are all thoſe that live and die out 
, of Chriſt. A mighty One was requiſite to make 
g help in the ruinous caſe, no leſs than one of in- 
, finite might: What muſt be the caſe of thoſe 
then who lie helpleſs, or unheeded, with the 
\ eight on themſelves ? Pſal. xciv, ult. He fd 
bring. upon them their. own iniquity, and ſhall cut 
J. | them off in their own wickedneſs ; yea, the Lord aur 
„ , /ball, cut them F. They muſt lie for ever 
weltering io the fea of wrath, utterly unable to 
% [| make the ſhore ; they can never get out of che | 
law's dominion. 

3. Thea the believer being united to Chriſt by 
aich, has all in Jeſus Chriſt, and that at oneꝭ too: 
Fir in him dwelleth all the fulneſt of the Godhead 565. 
dily : And ye are complete in him, whichis the head of 

E 
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all principality and power, Col. ii. 9. iel ſinee the 
help laid on him is fully proportioned to the ſin - 
ner's caſe, Chriſt is made unto us of Cod, wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanctificat ion, and redemption, ' 
1 Cor. i. 30. what can poſſibly be condeſcended 
on, which there is not anſwerable help for in 
theſe? The law as a covenant of works had a dou- 
ble demand on the fipner, it he would obtain ſal - 
vation; the demand of fatisfaCtion to juſtice, and 
the demand of perfect obedience. | Chriſt has an- 
ſwered them both, and the believer is united to 
Chriſt: Is not the believer free then from the co- 
venant of works? is he not free from the reven- 
ging wrath of God? Has the law as a covenant 
of works a power to renew the demand of good 
works for obtaining ſalvation thereby on the be- 
liever, after Chriſt has anſwered it for him? If it 
be ſo, what comes of the fully-proportioned help 
laid on Chriſt, if he fiill Jeaves the believing fin- 
ner under the covenant of works and its demands, 
where he found him? Is there no way to bind o- 
bedicnce, holiveſs, and good works on believers, 
but by the law as a covenant of works, which rc- 
quires duty, but pron ſes. no ſtrength ? If fo, 
where is the well-proporitoned help? Is not the 
law in the hands of the Mediator, or the law as 
the law of Chriit, having a promiſe of ſtrength, 
ſufficient to bind on them obeticnce, and holineſs, 
and good works? Is not the Father in the Son, is 
not God in Chriſt, is not Jeſus Chritt equally with 
his Faiher-Jehovab, the Sovereign, the Supreme, 
moſt high God, Creator of the world? John 1. 2. 
Is. he not our God, and our Redeemer ? And do 
not all theſe give a ſufficient therefzre, or reaſon, 
for keeping tis commandments ? | 


Lalilx, Legal religion and dectxine is highly dif: 
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honouring to Chriſt and his Father too. If none © 

may come to Chriſt, by believing on him, but ſuch 
as have ſuch and uch good qualificativas ia them 
before they come, where is the well - Hoportioned 
help for ſinners laid on Chriſt? Where is the help? 
for them that are quite without ſtrength, when - 
they muſt be half-whole before they come to the 
Phyſician ? Where ſhall they get theſe good qua- 
lifications? Is there another on whom the Father 
has laid help ?. Acts v. 31. Him bath God exalted 
with his right hand, to be 4 Prince and @ Saviqur,. 
for to give repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of 


Int. ls holineſs to be by the believer hammered 


out of the fear of hell, and hope of gaining hea- 


ven to himſelf by it? Has not the Father for our 


help made Chriſt the prime receptacle of the Spi- 
vit of ſanctiſcation, from whom we are to derive 


"It by faich? 


Us II. of exhortation. I RE Pa ol gen help | 
in Chriſt for poor ſinners, laid on him, and laid. 
up in him by the Father. Come to him then, 


ruiged ſianers; come, helpleſs creature, what- 
erer be thy caſe, come to him for help, and you 


wilt get it. There is a cry. to heaven from this, 

company, like tliat of the Egyptians crying to PUu- 
raab for bread. And Pharaoh ſail unto all the E- 
gytians, Go unto Jaſeb, Gen. xli.- 55. Senſible 
ſouls, they are crying, Help; and inſenſible ſouls, 
their needs are crying, Help. 'Theanſwer is as there, 


Oo te Jab; go to Chriſt, and he will give relief. 


1. Come ye that have been ſecking help for a 

reſtleſs heart through the empty creation, but 
could never get it there, nor ever Galt, There 
is help in Chriſt for you, If. lv. 2. Wherefore do ye 


ſpend money for that which is not bread? and your 


G ©-2 
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lebeur for that which /atisfieth net? hearken dili. 
gently unto me, and cat ye that which is geod, ond 
tet your joul del ht itſelf in ſatnaſi. 

2. Is here Woined conſcience here, pierced 
and galled with guil: lying on it? There is no 
help for y-ur cate in all the dominion of the law, 
Mourning, reſolutions to mend, &c. will not pull 


out the ſi ing. But the application of Chriſt's blood 
will do it; 1 John i. 7. The bid of Jejus 1 | 


eleanfeth us from all fin, 

3 Do any want help for a hard kann and wi- 
thered affections? It is here; Acts v. 31. foreci- 
ted. Zech. xii. to. [will pour upon the houſe of Da- 
vid, and ujen the irhbitants of Jeruſalem, the Spi- 
rit of grace and of ſufplications : and they ſball 
lock upen me u hem thy have pierced, and they ſhall 
mourn for him az one mourneth for his only ſen, and 
be in bitterneſs for him as one that it in ene 
for his firfl-born. | 

4. Do any want help for ſanQifying of their 


unholy hearts and lives? Chriſt is made of Cod n- | 


to us ſanFlificatin, i Cor. i. 30. Will ever fruit 
grow on you, while ye ſtand on your own root, 
and are not ingrafted as branches into Chriſt ? 


Match with Chriſt, if ye would be holy; Rom. 


vii. 4. Ye muſt be married to Chrift, who is raiſed 
from the dead, that ye may bring ferth fruit unte 
Cod. The fulneſs of the Spirit of ſanctification 
is in him; unite with him, and ye ſhall be /anfi- 
fied through the truth, John xvii. 19. He is the 
mighty One that muſt ſubdue your ſtrong luſts, 
Micah vii. 19. He will ſubdue our iniquities. * 

5. Do any want help for getting through the 
world, eſpecially in a dark and cloudy day ? Take 
a Guide; Pſal. xxxii, 8. I will inſt ruct thee and 
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6. Do any want help for diſtreſſes, coords bs 
weights of any kind, which they are not able to 
ſtand under nor bear? Here is help; Pfal. lv. 2. 
Caft thy bur den upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuftain 
thee. If. xliii. 2. Mben thou paſle ft through the wa- 
ters, 1 will be with thee ; and when through the 
rivers, they ſball-not overflow thee : when thou walk- 
eft through the fire, thou ſbalt not be burnt ;* nei- 
ther ball the flame kindle upon thee. 

7. Do any want help for getting up out of the 
ruios of Adam's tall, to anſwer the demands ot ju · 
nice and the law, for peace with God, pardon, e- 
ternal happineſs, whatſoever ye need in time or e · 
teanity : ? Here is help for you, for your caſe what. 
ever it be; if it be a nonſuch caſe, yet it cannot be 
above the help of this mighty One. If you can- 
not give your caſe a name; yet he knows i it and 
what will help it. | 

Come then tor help to him, For motives con- 
ſider, 

Mor. 1. Ye muſt have help, or ye are undone 
for evermore. © Ye cannot help yourſelves; Hof. 
xiii. 9. O Jrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; but 
in me is thine help. In your natural ſtate, ye are 
juſtice's criminals, and cannat fatisfy ; the law's 
debtors, and cannot pay; Satan's ſlaves and cap- 
tives, and cannot work your own freedom, 
While ye are in the world, ye have much work; 
and little ſtrength at beſt, much oppoſition Yom. 
a ſubtil devil, an enſnaring world, an evil heart. 
8 muſt have help, or ye can never get through. 

. 

2. There is no E for you in any other, Acts 

8 3 
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teach thee in the way which thou ſoalt go 4 wil. 
guide thee with mine eye. 
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| bv. 12. Neither is there ſalvation in any other : for 
there is none other name under heaven given among. 
men whereby we muſt be ſaved. If there had been 
help an eaſier way, why would the Father have 
laid ſuch expenſive help on his own Son ? If ye 
could diſcern the voice, angels are ſaying, Sinners, 
There is no help in us; the faints, There is none 
in us ; the wide world, There is no help in me; 
the law, There is none in me; if ye abide under 
my dominion, I can do nothing but tell you what 
you ſhould do for yourſelves, bind it on you un- 
der pain of the curſe, and deſtroy you for notdoing 
what I bid you, which you have no ſtrength for. 
3. As Chriſt is able, ſo he is willing to help 
you: Wherefore be is able alſo to ſave them to the 
uttermaft that come unto God through him, ſeeing he 
ever liveth to make interceſſion for them, Heb. vii. 
25. There can be nothing i:z your caſe which is 
beyond the efficacy of his blood and Spirit, for 
the efficacy of both is infinite, So it is declared 
he-is willing, If. i. 18. Came now, and let us rea- 
ſen together, ſaith the Lord: though your fins be as 
 fearlet, they ſball be as white as ſnow ; though they be 
red like crimſon, they ſball be as wool. Chap. lv. i. 
Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no maney ; come ye, buy and eat ; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and 
withaut price. Rev. xxil. 17. And the Spirit and 
the bride fay, Came. And let him that heareth ſay, 
Come. And let him that is athirſt, come ; and who- 
er will, let him take the water of life freely.” 
Leh l your help be not ade b, 1 pe- 
riſh without remedy : for he faith, I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No man cometh unto 
the Father but by me, John xiv. 6. If ye refuſe 


PWW 


N57 


laid on the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 295 | 


to come to him, ye have refuſed help, and ye 
muſt die of your diſeaſe, and fink under your 


burden. And your refufing of help will be as a 


millſtone hung about your neck to UK 103 3 
under the wrath of God. 
But ye may ſay, What way ſhall we get help 


from Chriſt? I anſwer, In the ſenſe of your ab- 


ſolute need of help, and of your utter inability 
to help yourſelves, by faith lay your help on him 
on whom the Father has laid it, Acts xvi. 31. 3e- 
lieve on the Lord Feſus Chrift, #nd ye ſball be ſa- 
ved. Hold not with a general aid doubrſome faith, 
but apply Chriſt and his help to your own ſouls. 
Believe he is offered to you in particular with all 
his ſalvation. Receive him upon the offer, and 
take him to yourſelves with all his ſaving benefits. 
Reſt on him for your very believing ; and he will 


help you, according to his promiſe. This was 


the pſalmiſt's experience for help, Pſal. xxviii. 7. 


The Lord is my firength, and my Shield Fa my are. 
truſted in him, and I am helped. KEE 


A 


God's Glory repaired and ſhining forth 
in the Way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 


and Peace for Rebel-finners through him. 


:The Subſtance of three Sermons preached on 
Sacramental Occaſions at Maxton, July 1. _ 


2. and at ETA: 26 Aug. 5. 1721- 


cod 8 Clory repaired i in the Way of Salva- 
| tion by 225 Cor.” : | 


* 
1 i 14. 


| Clary to Ged i in the higheſt, and on earth eu. 
9 will towards men. 


4 


> the birth of princes great rejoicings ue 
made among their ſubjects, but they and 


that mirth will. ſoon die out; for both are of the 
earth. Here is an account of a birth, the like 
to which never was nor will be on the earth, 
namely, of the Prince of the kings of the earth, 

the Lord from heaven: and it is ſolemnized by 
a multitude of holy angels, with ſinging a ſong 


&c. 
When God made the world at firſt, cheſe ſing- 
ers ſang their firſt extraordinary ſong, Job 


Sas I. preached at Maxton, Saturday, _ 1. 1721. 


that ſhall never end, Glory to Cod in the higheſt, 
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xXxviii. 5, but what they ſang is not recorded: 
When the world was new- made by the coming of 
Chriſt, they ſing ſo again upon that glorious OC» 
eaſion; and their ſong is recorded in the text. 
The ſubject of it is God incarnate, the myſtery 
of Chriſt, the glorious contrivance of man's falva- 
tion through a crucified Saviour, the maſter-piece 
of the divine wiſdom. The angels beholdiog 
God's glory and the ſalvation of mankind-finners 
ſweetly concentering in it, though their fellow- 
angels that fell had no ſhare in it, thereupon rai- 
ſed the ſong. It is weakly followed and kept up 
ia the church militant; and it will be the ſong of 
the church N for ever. 1 1 con- 
ſider, 

Fir, The parts of this wane -which are three. 
1. Glery to Cad in the higheſt. God was robbed. 
of his glory by man's ſin, but in the way of ſalva · 
tion by Chriſt it is reſtored. The eſſential glory of 
God ſuffers no diminution, nor can men or angels 
make him any more glorious than he is ia him- 
ſelf. But his declarative glory is darkened by fin, 
a vail was caſt over it thereby to his diſhonour. 
Now Chriſt coming in the elect's room, that vail 
is rent, and his glory ſhines forth again; and by 
that glorious contrivance all the wronged. attri-' 
butes of God have their due honour reſtored. 

It is glory in the big beſt, that is, the higheſt 
heavens, as appears from the other clauſe, on 
earth. Not that the glory of. God arifing from 
the myſtery of Chriſt is confined to the heavens; 
it ſhines on earth too : but it denotes the height, 
of that glory, which not only dazzles the eyes of 
poor mortals let into the view of that myſtery, 
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but fills the very angels in heaven with admira- 
tion, and their mouths with praiſe. 

2. On earth peace. The angels ſaw the war 
break out betwixt heaven and earth, and earth 
made the ſeat of that dreadful war. It was an' 
angel that got the flaming ſword put in his hand 
to keep rebel-man off from the tree of life. But 
now the ſcene is altered, there is a Peace - maker 
born, come down to the earth, to purchaſe the 
peace, to proclaim it, and to make it effectual by 
concluding the peace as Mediator betwixt God. 
and an elect world. 

3. Good-rwill towards men, Indeed the Father's. 
ſending of his own Son was the greateſt evidence 
of good - will to men, John iii. 16. God J+ leved the. 
world, that he gave his only-begot ten Son, that who- 
feever believeth in him, ſbould net periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. But I apprehend there is more im 
the original words than ſimple good-will, and 
w ould read with the Dutch verſion, good-pleaſure, 
Qr complacency in men. Certain it is that the particle. 
tr, here rendered towards, properly ſignifies in, 
and uſually ſo : and the ſenſe of the other word 
offered, is confirmed from Matth. iii. 19. where 
one finds the word «3xnox, from which that in 
the text (e) is derived, and the ſame way con- 
ſtructed. So the meaning is, God's complacency 
and delight in men, who by fin bad. made them- 
ſelves abhorred. | 
: Secondly, Tac Guede of the parts, which is 
beautiful and iſtruQtive'; in which ce three 
things. 

1. God's glory and the finner's unde are 
ſmeetly linked together here. Theſe two which. 
fin put at the greateſt diſtance, meet together ia 


r 
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Chriſt. And they could never have met, but 


would have eternally remained oppoſite, if the 
Son of God had not  condefcended to be their 
meeting-place. It was beyond the power of an- 
gels to have brought them together, more as hea- 
ven and hell: yea, it would have nonpluſſed the 
general aſſembly of angels, to tell how they might 
be brought together. Here lay the difficulty: If 
God have his glory of the finner, the finner is 
ruined, and there is no peace on earth; but red 
war for eternity to repair the honour of God im- 
paired by fin : If the ſinner be ſaved by an un- 
atoned God, the glory of God is loſt, and ſacrifi- 
ced to the ſafety of a creature, Then Chriſt ſtept 
in, ſaying, Lo, / come; let God have his glory in 


me, and the finner his life and ſalvation in me. 


And fo were God's glory and the ſinger's ſalva- 


tion brought together, 


2. God's glory is the firſt link of the chain. 
God might have had glory, if men had never got 
peace, but heaven had carried on the war with 


them for ever. But they could never have had 
peace, but raiſed on this foundation. This was 


the great preliminary to be ſettled before that peace 
could be made: nay, it-was and is the only pro- 
per condition of the peace, namely, the Media- 
to; 's repairing of the glory of God, wronged by 
the ſin of the elect. 

3. The ſinner's peace with God through Jeſus 
Chrift, goes before God's complacency or, dclight 
in him. 'Fhere may be. peace where there is no 
complacency betwixt the parties: but chere can 
be no complacency where there is no peace: Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed? Amos 
iti. 3. although indeed there may be good- will 
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where there is no peace, and the former is the 
cauſe of the latter; ſo that the reading gosd- 
will mars the order. While the ſinner is in an 
unregenerate ſtate, and out of Chriſt, living in 
his fins, God hath no delight f in him, lig cannot. 
have communion with God 

Thirdly, The manner of .. _ zin this 
ſong. Some will have the words indicative, 4 
and ſupply is ; others optative or precatory, and 
ſupply. be. I think our tranſlators are in the 
right, in ſupplying neither of them; the words 
as they ſtand un a plaza exclamation, indien 
ting, | bw NN bad 

r. As it _ 5 ſurpriſing Gg dent, whilz a; 
on this ſolemn occaſion they had a freſh view 


the myſtery of Chriſt. ' This needs not fee 
harſh, if it is conſidered, that the angels ſti 11 


pry into this myſtery, 1 Pet. i. 12. that it cannot 
be fully comprehbended | by a finite underfiand- 
ing, Eph. iii. 19. and that the diſcoverics of it are 
and will be for ever as freſh and new, Rev. xxii. 
But having, | ſay, a freſh view of the myſtecy = 


of Chriſt, they beheld glory to God ſtreaming up .. 
from every part of the glorious contrivance, pede . 


en earth, and complntenty in men, riſing up toge- _. 
ther with it. They obſerve heaven ringing firlt 

of the praiſe of that glory, rk. though A 
reſounding with it, and at tht Goiſbiog, 0 the 


myſtery of Gd, angels and men together joining " 


voices in the higheſt heavens, in linging glory for 

ever and ever. _ dun +47 
2. Admiration of the glorious contrivance; and 

the whole adminiſtration of it, and the T4 2 


fing from it to God, and the happineſs of 
ſinners ſprioging out of it, 1 Pet, i 12+, 


y « % * 


a 
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were witneſſes to the fall of man; as well as to the 
fall of their fellow- angels: they are made to ſee 
alſo the recovery not of angels, but of men, in a 


way that draws them into admiration af it. 
And they fing as rejoicing in the whole. 


The text affords the two following doctrines, 
; wins 16: 


Doc r. I. As finners could never be ſaved without 
reparation of God's wronged glory, fo God"s glory is 
repaired in theway of ſalvat ion by Chrift, and gliry to 
God ſprings up From every part of the contrivance. 


Docr. II. By Jeſus Chriſt there is peace on earth, 
\ peace for ſinners who have been at war with bea - 
ven, | 


I ſhall explaja and apply each doctrine in or- 
der. | 
{ 


Docr. I. As finners could never be faved with- 
out reparation of God's wronged glery, ſ God's glory 
is repaired in the way of ſalvation by Chriſt, and glo- 
N ry to God ſprings up from every part of the con- 
N trivance. n 


In order to give the more diſtinct view of this 
do&rine, I ſhall divide it into two propoſitions, 
which I ſhall handle diſtia&ly. * | 
ProP. I. God's wronged glory is repaired in the 

way of ſalvat ion by Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Por. II. Glory to Gd ſprings up from, and 
ſhines in, every part of the contrivance and way of - 
ſatvatien by Jeſus Chriſt. I return to the firſt; 
D d 5 
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Prov. I. C:d's wronged glory is 2 in the 


way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift. 


In handling this propoſition, [ ſhall, 


I. Touch a little at the wrong TA the ho- 
nor and glory of God by ſin. 1 


II. Evince the neceſſity of bnentien, ,of the 


wronged honour and glory of n. ere the oe 


ner can be ſaved. 


III. Shew that God's Derr ipalten by: ſin is 
repaired in the way of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt.” 


IV, Laſtly, Apply. 


I. I ſhall touch a little at the wrong done to the 
honour and glory of God by fin, without the 
impreſſions of which ſinners will never prize 
Chriſt, nor ſalyation by him. 'T1 

1. Sin wrongs his infinite ſovercignty, y_ ii. 
10. 11. For uleſecver hall keep the whele law, and 
yet effend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he 
that ſaid, Do net commit adultery ; ſaid alia, Do 
not kill. Now, if thou commit no adultery ; yet if 
thou kill, thou art become a tranſgreſſar of the lau. 


God made all the creatures of nothing; therefore 
his dominion over them is ſupreme, abſolute, and 


uncoatrollable.: he is their ſovereign, Buler; his 
will muſt be their law, ſince by bis will they were 
created, Exod. xx. 2. But fin caſts of the natu- 
ral yoke of God's ſovereignty, ſets up the ſinner's 
will againſt it, renounces dependence on the So- 
vereign Lord, and fights againſt him, Acts v. 30. 

2. It wroags his infinite goo dacis, Exod. xx. 1. 
2, All the good, natural or moral, which the 
creature had or has, is from Gol the fouatain of 
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all good. So that ſin is a doing ill for good, the 
worſt of ills for all the good the ſinner did ever 
at any time enjay. Vea, it is a turning of the good 
received from God againſt him; as if one ad- 
vanced from the dunghill by his prince, ſhould 
uſe all his favours to his diſhonour. | 
3. It wrongs his holineſs: for he is of purer eyes 
thin to behold evil, and cunnot hol on iniquity, 
Hab. i. 13. The infinite purity of God cannot 
endure unholioeſs. God is omniſcient and omni- 
preſent; fo the finner brings into the preſence cf 
the great King, and ſets full in his view, that 
which of all things he cannot endure” to look at tz 
ſets up the worſt of defilement before his { . 
holineſs. 


"4. It breaks his law, the en rule 'of W855 


teouſneſs; for /n is the tranſgreſſian of the law, 


1 John iii. 4. The holy law is in all points righ- 
teous, of perpetnal equity, and indifpenfable obli- 
gation ; it is the hedge which God has ſet about 
his rational creatures: but ſin breaks down the 


hedge, and breaks overlit. Ile gave it to Adam, 
and to all mankind io him, as a covenant of works, 


protmſing eternal life upon obedience, and threa- 


tening death on difobedience. But bebhold that 


covenant was broken by fin, his goodnets was de- 


ſpiſed, his wiſdom ſet at nought, his tyuth-dif- 


believed, and his juſtice and almighty rer ſet 
at &chance. lu à word. 

. Laſthy, Sin is againſt the nature th being of 
God; it is a walking contrary to him, Lev. xxvi. 
God ſwearing by his holineſs fwears by himſelf; 


but nothing can be to oppoſite to holine(s-as' ſin is. 
* . about t 10 dethrone him, and ſtrikes at hus- 


* 
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very bcing : dee e Paget ee 
no Cad, Plal. xiv. 1. 


| Thys the glory of God Jay as it were e rrumpled 
under foot by the fianer. | 


II. I ſhall eviace the ee of reparation of 
the wronged honour and glory of a _ 
inner can be ſaved. 

1. It appears from this, that wu * al God 
was the chief end of the creution : he Lord hath 
made all tbingt for him/el}, Prov. xvi. 4. Far of 
bim, and through him, and te bim are all things, 
Rom. xi. ult. God made man for his own glory, as 
the chief end which he had before him in making 
of him. Now, man having finned, and come 
Mort of the glory of God; having egregioufly 
diſhonoured his God inſtead of glorifying him; 
either God muſt loſe his deſign in making of man, 
which cannot be, for his coun fel all land, and he 
will d all his pleaſure, Iſ. xl1vi. 10. or elſe a re- 
paration muſt be made one way or other, com- 
pletely; and if it be laid on the ſinner himſclf, 
he can never be ſaved, Ware he cannot 9 gy 
the reparation. 

2. In God there can be no giving up with his 
own glory: My ghry, fays he, will I nat give to 
- another,” I. xlii. 8. The holding by it is a debt 
which he oweth to his own-glorious nature. He 
might have let Adam and all his poſterity, ba- 
- ving ſinned, fink in: o the pit; there was no obli- 
gation on him to ſave any of them: all of that 
nature proceeded from free grace. But the Judge 
of all the earth could not but do right, Gen. xvili. 
25. and fo require reparation of his wronged glo- 
ry: he could not have dropt and ſlighted his own 
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word, withont denying AY which he * 
do, 2 Tim. ii. I}. "A TT 
3. dt appears from the nacalies of the A 
of Chiiſt, in order to the ſalvation of. fſinners: 
Ought not Chrift ta have ſuffered theſe things ? Luke 
xxix. 26. It he would have ſinners ſaved, he muſt 
become their Surety, and pay what they owed; 
and no facrifice leſs than himſcif would expiate 
their erimes, and repair the injury done by them 
to God's honour, Pſal. xl. 6. 7. Rom. iii. 25. 
It it had been conſiſtent with the nature of Go.l 
to have ſtept over his own glory to com * the 
ſalvation of ſinnets, one cannot imagine how he 
would have gone about by the blood of his own 
Son: but when one conſiders, that if God will 
have ſinners ſaved, he muſt cither part with his 
own glory, or give up with his Son unto the 
death, this gives a fair view of that love; God /Þ 
laued the world, that he gave his only-hegstten: Son, 
that whoſeever believeth: in him Spould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life, John iii. 16. _ 
4. Laſtly, The eternity of the puniſhment of 
the damned evinces this. They are ſet beyond all 
poſſibility of falvation for ever, and their tor-- 
ments are everlaſting, becauſe they can never 
make full reparation of the wrongs they have 
55 to the glory of God. 


III. 1 ſhall ſhew that God's glory. impaired by 
7 is repaired in the way of ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt. And here J mult reſtrain myſelf to the 
purchaſe, of that ſalvation, and conſider, 1. By: 
whom this ſalvation was purchaſed ; 2., How he 
purchaſed it; and, 3. Mow the glory. of God. ia 


krepaired this way.. | 
Dd 3: 
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. Firft, I ſhall conſider by whom mis ſalvation 
was, purchaſed, + Even by Jeſus Chriſt God-wao, 
Sod and man in one perſon. Phe gloribus Por- 
chaſer was the Father's fellow, Zech. xili. 5. Je- 
hoveh the Son, Jehevah the Father's equal, he is 
the mighty One on whom finnevs help was laid, 
Pfal. Nxxix. 19. And he was alſo man, our near 
kinfman, our brother, the top+branch of * tas 
W of Adam, ibid. compare Luke bi: 

8eccoxdly, I thall conſider how he purchaſed this 
— 'The purchaſe was made, N 

1. By his Cbedience as Sur. ty for an elt d rid 
They were bound to pert: Et obedience,; if they 
wceuld obtain ſalvation, but were quite unable 10 
perform it: But he performed it in their ſtead, 
and what they could not do, he did it for them. 
Hence ſays the apoſtle, When the ſulue of time 
was come, God ſent forth his San, made of a woman, 


malle under the law, to redeem them that were under | 


the leu, that ve might receive the adoption of ſans, 
Gal. iv. 4. f. Being found in faſhion as a man, he 
$1. mbled him ſc f, — T unto 4. 
Phil. ii. 8. 
2. By his death and fuffcrings for them. They 
-were bound over to death in is 'moſt dreadful 
"tape, from under which they could never have 
riſen up: but he put Hiniſelf ip their room, and 
ſuffered in their ſtead. For when ue were get 
without firength, ſays the apoſtle, in e Chriſt 
died for the ung ohe, Rom. v. 6. 
* Phirdly, I ſhall now conſider, how ba gory * 
God is rep.ired this way. th 
I. The broken law i age net . 
honourable. It received its full demand of per- 
{cet obedicnce from the Surety, He was born ho- 


P 


— — 
* 


more eminenq in Chrid than any w 


+ Salvation by h Cris. ay 


iy in conformity to in: honge he is called: thas Ayly 
thing born of tho Virgin Mary, Luke i. 38. He 
lived perfectly holy, being hy, harmleſs, undefyed, 


ſeparate from ſinners, Heb. vii, 26. His abedience 


was perfect in, parts; He did ng ſin, neither wes 
guile found in his mouth, 1 Pet. ii. 22, He. fulfilled 
all the commands of it; for he ſays, I becomerh 
me to fulfil all ee Matth. iii. 1 5. His a. 
bedience was per fect in degrees, carrying love to 
God and man to the highett pitck in his death and 


whole life. And he continued therein to the end, 


being obedient unto the death, Phil. i 8. Thus the 
law was as much honoured by tbe Son of God's 
ſubjectiug himſelf to it and obeying it, as it was 
di ſhonoured by che ſinner s in en 
and break ing it. 

2. Offended juſtice is ſatisfied, for the ONES 
done by the fins of an elect world to the honour 


dt God, and to every attribute of God. He ried 


on the croſs, H is finiſhed. Chriſt food Surety 
For the eleQ,. and juſtice purſued him till it 
got full compenſation for the finner's daring to 


trample on his ſovereignty, deſpiſe his goodneſo, 
walk contrary to his holinets, diſhelicve his truth, 


and maltreat any of the attributes of God. He 
reſlored that which he took nat away, Plal. Ixix. 4. 


Thus their honour was as much repaired by the 


Jufferings. of the Mediator, as it was impaired by 


the ſins af thoſe whom he repreſented. . 


3. The glory of God ſhincs forth more glori- 


 oully; this way, chan before it was obſcured by 


man's fin, and eve: y attxihuze af God ſhines forth 
belle, the 
myſtery of Chriſt being the brighteſt looking-glaſs 
ia which they were er ſcen, 3 Cox. iv. G. whisþ 
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puts the completeneſs of the reparation beyond all 
controverly. For a tatte, coder — une 
particulars. 

(1.) Sovereignty had ſwayed a, — over 
men and angels, given them laws, and egacted o- 
bedience. But here it is acknowledged, xcveren- 
ced, and ſtooped unto by the Lord of angels and 
men, Pſal. xl. 7. 5 : 

(2.) Wiſdom had eminently — in, the 
works of creation and providence: but this was 
reſerved for the maſter-piece of it, the recovery 
of a loſt world by Jeſus Chriſt. God made che 
world by the ſpeaking of a few words; but here 
was a work of greater difficulty, (if we may, fo 
ſpeak), not to be ſo eaſily done: but wiſdom finds 
out the way, hence called the manifold wiſdom of 
Cad, Eph. iii. 10. 

(3-) Juſtice and holineſs had been magnified i m 
caſting the fallen angels down to hell; by the de- &@ 
luge, which ſwept off the whole race of mankiad 
but eight perſons ; and by the burning of Sodom. 
with fire rained down from the Lord out of hea- 
ven: But what were all theſe in {Aires of the 
Son of God's ſuffering on a crols ! 

(4.) The goodnels, grace, and love of God were 
manifeſted in the firtt covenant ; but the exceed- 
ing riches of them ſhine forth heres There hal 
been love-tokens given to angels and innocent 
man; but behold in the myſtery of Chriſt an un- 
parallelled token of love Cd ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only- begotten Son, &c. Joha iii, 16, 
Who (m:aning Chriſt) bved me, and gave bunſelf t 
* me, "ſays the apoſtle, Gal. i. 20. | 

(g.) Laſtly, Mercy, which requires an object i in 
miſcry, hud lain hid iu the breaſt of God, but 
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a dithoncur to God in them, becauſe of che imer · 
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now breaks forth and ſhines moſt gloriouſſy. To 
bave given ſome years reſpite to rebel - ſinners, to 
have locked them up in the pit to be delivered af - 
ter ſome millions of years, would have gloriſied 
mercy: But how is it n in the ſalvation 1 


en Chriſt 1 
£11 7) yh ' * 

IV. I hall now make 1 * improve- 
ment of this ſubject. 

1. See here the evil of fin, and be impreſſec 
with a horror of it. It is the ruin of moſt men, 
that they think light of it, and therefore they 
flight the Saviour. Look to the diſhonour it does 
to God, how it ſtrikes againſt his ſovereignty, 
goodneſs, and holinefs, contradifts his nature and 
will; and wonder no more that he does ſo ſevere+ 
ly puniſh it. This i is 0 RARER GS: $2 29 for a 
communicant. 

2. Beware of looking for ſalvation in any 
not conſiſteut with the hanour of God, or wheres» 
in there is not a reparation cf God's wronged glo · 
ry. (t.) The way of mere mercy for mercy's 
ſake, as many do, who 'look for mercy becauſe 
Ged is merciful, without any care tu be — in 
Chriſt, the _ channel of the conveyance of ſas 
ving'tacrey. If ye get mercy that way, it muſt 
de over the belly of God's juſtice” and truth. 
62.) The way of your own works, as if your re» 
pentance, reformation, &c, would repair the ho- 


nout of God. Alas! theſe will be a covering too 


narrow for you to wrap yourſelves in, They are 
due to God from you for the preſent time, and 
can never make amends for what is paſt. There ia 
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fections in them, which muſt be PII or 
you cannot be ſaved. 


3. There is no ſalvation but in Chriſt; there 


being none other name under heaven given among 


men, 16 we muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. If 


Je be not in Chriſt, united to him by faith, ye 
cannot be ſaved. If ye ſhould mourn for fin; ti l 
ye wept out all the mviiture of your bodies, it vil 
never be a ſufficient anſwer to the demand of ſa- 
tisfaction for reparatioa of God's honour Ouly 
Chriſt's ſufferings are a valid plea there. If ye 
ſhould ſcrew up your obedicnce to the "Higheſt 
pitch attainable in this life, it will never cottdſpbts 
to the law's demand of obedicace for reparitivn of 
God's glory : only Chriſt's obedience can be/a vas 
lid plea there. 
4. Behold, and adwire Jeſus Chriſt the Repatr- 
er of the breach betwixt God and ſinners. See 


his matchleſs love, in that when ſuch an impedi- 


ment lay in the way“ of the ſalvation of ſinners as 
che diſhonour of God, which men nor angels 
could not remove out of the way, he came, and 
12 his obedience and death removed the ſame, and 
Go. a pateat r for ſinners to coras unto 


4. Lafily, Here is broad and firm fd for 
tairh, noble encouragement to come to Chrift, aod 
lay all your weight on him tor ſalvation, afſuriog 
yourſelves of lite and falvation in and through 
him, Heb. x. 19.—22. Having bel inefſs to enter in- 


to the holieft by the ble of Feſus, iy a new and li- 


ving way which he hath cenſecrated for ut, threugh 
the wail, that is to Jay, his fleſh; ard having an 
High Prieſt ever the haue Gd let unt draw'near 
with a true heart in full aſſurance of faith. It ye 
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have got a ſound ſenſe of fin, and laid ſalvation to 
heart cloſely, it would be a queſtion with you, 
How is the ſaving of ſuch a vile wretch as me 
conſiſtent with the honour of God? Here ye 
have an anſwer to that weighty queſtion, Glory 
to Cod in the higheſt, and on earth peace, gocd- will 
towards men. Seeing then God's honour is pro- 
vided for, come to Chriſt for ſalvation, and ho- 
nour the Son of God by believiog on his name. 
For motives, conſider, 

1. The Father has committed the weight of his 
glory to him; commit ye then the weight of your 
fouls to this 0 One. Since his obedience and 


death were ſufficient to raiſe up the fallen glory, 


they are ſufficient to fave and raiſe up your fallen 


| ſouls, ſince the glory of God is of greater My of 


than the whole Creation. - \ 
2. It ye come not to Chriſt, and unite with 


bim, ye have neither part nor lot in this matter. 


It {hall lie upon yourſclves to make the reparation. 
for yourſelves : and that will be a weight that will 
bold you down through the ages of eternity. It 
will bz a ſum and a debt, which ye will never be a- 
ble to pay completely, and will never be forgiven 
neither. In hell ye ſhall ever hear, after all the 
payment made, Reſtore, ſinners, - reſtore what you 
took away.) 5 

3. The way is open to you, and declared open 
by the goſpel. God ſays, that his glory ſhall not 
ſtand in the way of your falvation, if ye will em- 
brace. Chriſt. Here ja the Mediator Chriſt, he 
can and will, with the ſafety of his honour, meet 
you, and give you peace, yea and delight in you 
tCo, as he docs in his own Son, of whom he ſays, 
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in lim he is well pleaſed, Matth. iii. 17. Aud bow 
can us eſcape off we neglef? fo great ſalvation? 

4. Loftly, If ye come in this day to this way of 
falvation, acquieſce in the noble device ſo fuited to 
the honour of God and yorr own cafe, and put 
your fouls upon this bottom freely for eternity, 
ye ſhall be ſafe for ever, God's glory and your 
ſalvation ſhall meet, and his glory ſhall ſecure your 
ſalvation through the ages of eternity. But if ye 
will not ſo come in, and venture your ſalvation on 
the obedience and ſitistaftion of Chriſt, by which 
glory is brought unto God, be affured, that the 
day is coming, when the Lord Feſus fball be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty angelt; in fla- 
ming fire, taking vengeance on them that knoth not 
God, and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift ; who ſball be puniſbed with everlaſting deſlruc · 
tion from the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; when he fball come to be gbhri- 
Feed in bis ſuints, and admired in all them that be- 
heve, 1 The, i. 7. 8. 9. 10. | 
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Glory to God ſhines forth in the Contri- 
vance of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
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Sermon II. preached at Maxton, Sabbath evening, 
n; July 2. 1721+ | 


ERE is a very wonderful ſong, tuned up 
1 by a company of the heavenly choriſters, 
on occaſion of the birth of the Son of God, the 
Prince of the kings of the earth; a ſong that 
bears a ſpecial relation, not to fallen angels, but 
to the rebellious ſons of men, inaſmuch as the 
burden of it is a declaration of honour done to 
God for the fins of men by the obedicnce and ſa- 
tis faction of Chriſt, and thereby peace proclaim- 
ed to ſinners who had rebelled agaiaſt their Sove- 
reign Lord and Maſter. 


The firſt doctrine obſerved from the words, af+ 
ter a large textual explication of them, was, 

As finners could never be ſaved without repara- 
tion of God's wronged glory, ſo God's glory is repair- 
ed in the way of ſalvation by Chriſt, and glary to 
God ſprings up from every part of the contri- 
Vance. 

This doctrine I divided into two propoſi- 
tions. 

Ee 
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I. Ged's wronged glory it repaired in the 
of ſalvation by Jeſus Chrifl, This I have already 
diſcuſſed, and made ſome practieal improvement 
of the great truth that it contains. 


I now proceed to the ſecond propoſition ariſing 
from the firſt doctrine, namely, 

Proe. II. God's glory ſprings up from, and_ 

ſhines in, every part of the contrivance and way of 
ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift. This is the ſubje& that 
will employ the hearts and tongues of angels and 
glorified faints for ever: and it is fitteſt for them, 
ſince there is no vail over their eyes, but they ſee 
clearly the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus. 
It is but a ſcanty view we can take of it, but muſt 
effay to diſcern fome of the rays of glory ſhi- 
ning forth from it. And here I ſhall copſider, 

I. The original, ſpring-head, and ſource of 

this glorious contrivance. 
II. The revelation and diſcovery of it. 

III. The purchafe of it according to the glo- 
rious contrivance. 

IV. The application of this ſalvation to poor 
ſinners. 
V. The progreſs of ir. 

VI. The conſummatiom of it. 

VII. Laitly, I ſhall apply the whole. ; 


I. Let us take a view of 4 original, ſpeiag⸗ 
head, and ſource of this glorious eontrivance of 
{.ivation by Jeſus Chriſt; where it bred, whence 
it came, and how it had ns riſe. And looking 
back to the original of this glorious OE 
we find, 2 

1; le bred in the breaſt of God himſelf, with- 85 


c 


ag- 
of 
ace 
ding 


ace, 


ith- 


Saivarion by Fefus cli 31 „ 


out any motion of it from loſt finners, whoſe great 
intereſt it was. Well may we ſay concerning it, 
O the depth of the riches both of the wiſd;m and 
knowledge of God! how unſearchable are his judge- 
ments, and his ways paft finding © cut ! Fer who 
hath known the mind of the Lord “ or who hath 
been his counſellor ? Rom. xi. 33. 34. The great 
contrivance was from eternity, before one ſtone 
of the creation was laid. Hence the apoſtle ſpeaks 
of eternal life promiſed before the world began, 
Tit. i. 2, The counſel of the Trinity was calied, 
and when there was no man nor angel to put in a 
memorial for the help of a loſt world, the glori- 
ous contrivance was framed from the proper mo- 
tion of JEHOVAH himſtif. The Father 
choſe a certain number to everlaſting life, the Son 
is deſigned their Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit 
Applier of the purchaſe. Glory to the firſt Mo- 
ver of it; ghry to Gal in the higheſt. _ -. 

2. Free grace and unhired love were the only 
ſpring of it; Eph.3.4. 5. According as he hath 
chojen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we aul be holy and without blame before him 
in hee; having predeſtinated us unto the adoption 
of children by Jeſus Chrift to himſelf, acccrding to 
the good pleaſure of his will. There was nothing, 
in the finner, nothing without God himſelf, to 
move him to this glorious contrivance. When man 
wis foreſeen fallen, the image of God defaced in 
him, and nothing lovely left in him, free love dif- 


played itfelf, ſtanding without any bottom in the 


creature, When man lay worth no favour, ſeek- 

ing no favour, difpoſed to trample on favour, free 

e, and favour wrought for his recovery with» 
Ee2 
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out the leaſt invitation, Eph. i. 5. 6. Look here, 
and fee and ſay, G to Gad in the higheſt. | 
3- Theſe ſp:ings of grace and love running in 
the way of fovcreign treedom. They paſs fallen 
angels, and p teh on fallen man. God was debt- 
or to neither, but ſovereignty pitches on the mean · 
eſt of the two kinds in the rank of beings. And 


amongſi men, fallen men, when all might juſtly. 


have , been refuted, ſovereign love pitches upon 


thole who were not one whit better than the reſt; 


Rom. ix. 15. I will have mercy on whom I wilt have 


mercy, fays the Lord; and u ill haue compaſſion. 


en whim 1 wil. have com, n Heb. i. 16. For- 
aſmuch as the children are partakers of: fleſh and 
bland, he lſo himjcl” /thewiſe took part of the fame. 
That there ſhould have been a love to men, not 


to devils, a lc ve diſtinguiſhing among men of e- 


qual circumſtances, diſplays the glory of ſovereign. 


ty, and will raiſe the ſong very high, Glory to G 


in the higheſt. 


II. I proceed to view the revelation and viſco- 
very of this contrixance, In which among many 


things caſt your eyes on theſe three following. 
1. The ſeaſonableneſs of it. In the morning 
of time, juſt when mankind had got their dead- 
ly wound by the ſerpent, the remedy provided 
from eternity was diſcovered in the firſt. goſpel- 
promiſe, Gen. iii. 15. J will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed and her 


feed : it ſball bruiſe thy head, and t hu ſbalt bruiſe 
his heel. When our guilty firtt parents ſtood con- 
victed of rebellion, beholding the ſword of juſtice 


over their heads, and therefore might have put 
them in hazard of fainting away in a fit of hor- 


ror, the glad news of ſalvation come to their 
ears. And fo vfually i is the faving diſcovery of it 
in a ſoul timed, as in the caſe of the Philippian 
Jailor, Acts xvi. 29. 30. 31. This ſpeaks glory 1 to 


God in the higheſt. 
2. The Revealer of it, the 8on of God, Joh 1. 


is He brought forth the ſecret into the world 
and into the hearts of His own: See Heb. it. 3. 
It was he that gave it to the prophets and apoſtles. 
It night for men and angels have lain hid for e- 
ver in the breaſt of God, but his own Son mani- 
feſted it. Then for the revelation of it, Ghry to 
God in the higheſt. 

3. The ſovereign freedom of grace in it, for- 
that is a thread that runs through the whole web. 
In the depth of ſovereign wiſdom, the light was 
ſet up in the Jewiſh church of old, while the reſt 
of the world lay in darkneſs, but that ſome rays 
of light were now and then breaking forth thence 
to fome particular perſons. At this day, it ſhines 
in theſe nations, while many other nations in the 
world know nothing about it. It is ſaviogly dif. 
covered to ſome, while others © that hear the 
word as well as they, underſtand it not. Look 


here, and ſay, Ghry to God in the higheſt. 


III. Let us take a view of the purchaſe of falva-- 
this according to the glorious contrivance. Be- 
hold the Son of God doing and dying, obeying * 
the law and fatisfying juſtice, in the room of an 
elect world: and there you will ſee ſhining forth, 
glory to Cid in the higheſt. But of this I ſpoke i inn 
the preceding diſcourſe, and ſhall not reſume. 


IV. Let us contemplate che app! ication * 
Ee 3 
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it to poor ſinners, whereby they come to be par- 
takers of life and falvation at firſt, Where ob- 
ſerve, | Lay 

1. Who they are that are made partakers of it. 
Not all, but ſome. It is offered promiſcuouſly to 
all, to whom the goſpel comes; and all without 
exception are declared welcome to it, if they will 
take it and have it, John iii. 16. forecited. But 
only they whom overcoming grace enables and 
determines, do lay hold on it, John vi. 44. N 
man can come to me, except the Father which hath 
ſent me draw him. Therefore no thanks to them, 
but glory to Cod in the higheſt, whoſe grace makes 
the difference. It ye obſerve their quality in the 
world, ye will find the pride of worldly glory 
ſtained, that God alone may be exalted; 1 Cor. i. 
26. 27. 28. 29. Te fee your calling, haw that not 
many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, 
nat many noble are called: but Cod hath choſen the 
feeliſb things of the world to confound the wiſe ; and 
God hath choſen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty ; and baſe things 
cf the world, and things which are deſpiſed hath 
God choſen, yea and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are : that no fleſb ſbould glory 
in his preſence. If ye obſerve their moral qualifi- 
cations, grace often pitches on thoſe who look 
moſt unlike it, as in the caſe of the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. vi. 10. 11. Neither for nicators, nor )idcla- 
ters, ner ddulterers, ner effeminate, &c. ſball inhe- 
rit the kingdom of God. And ſuch were ſome of 
you : but ye are waſhed, but ye are fanttified, but 
ze are juſtified, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
by the Spirit of our Gd. And the moſt knotty 
timber is often pitched on to be wrought for the 


* 
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-temple of God. Dok here then, and it mult 
be ſaid, Glory to God in the hig. 


2. Where it is lodged, and muſt be 8 


Even in Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator, the purchaſed 
life and ſalvation is laid up, 1 John v. 11. This is 


the record, that God hath given to us eternal life ; 


and this life is in bis Sen. In him, and in im 


only it is to be had. The holineſs of God ad- 
mits not an immediate communion with the fin- 
ful creature: but behold the glorious device, e- 


ternal life is lodged in the glorious Mediator, to 


whom the ſinner muſt come and receive it. He 
is made a quickening ſpirit, as the ſecond Adam, 
for all the deſigned heirs of glory, and the com- 
mon ſtock for them all is. put in his hand. C 
ry to God in the higheſt. 
3. The means of the conveyance of it. The 

word is- brought to the dead and loſt finner, is 
made a word of life and ſalvation to him, the Spi- 


"Fit of Chriſt coming along with it, and thereby 


working faith in the ſoul, whereby the finner is 
ugited to Chriſt. . Hence ſays Chriſt, John vi. 63. 


The words that I ſpeak unte ou, they are ſpirit, 


and they are life, Chriſt dwells id the heart by 
faith, Eph. iii. 179. The [foal united to Chriſt 


hath life and ſalvation in him and by him, 1 John 
. 12. He that hath the Son hath hiſe > and this life 


is eternal life, ver. 13. For though it is far from 
the vigour it ſhall arrive at beyond death, yet that 
life is now given that ſhall never die out again, 
but continue for evermore. Becauſe F live, ſays 
Chriſt, ye /ſball live alſo, John xiv. 19. 4s thou haſt 
given bim power aver all fleſb, that be ſlould give 
eternal life to as many. as thou ha given him. 
And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 
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the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt fent,. 
John xvii. 2. 3. Compare i John v. iq. that ye may 
know that ye have eternal ie. What is there here 
bur what proclaims, Glory to God in the higheft 7 
The word which has no efficacy on many, is made 
mighty through God. It is not by might nor by 
power, but by the Spirit. It is of faith, that re» 
cetving; ſelf-emprying grace, that it might he by 
grace, Rom. iv. 16. And even that faith is 
wronght by the Spirit. Look here, and fee * 

te God in the * | 


V. Let ws conſifer me progreſs of it; and: 


n. obſerve, 
1. The continuance of it amidſt ſo 


ſhocking difficulties. The Canaanites/ are left in 
the land, not quite expelled : the grace of God 
in the believer dwells in the midſt of corrup- 
tions, He is iv a world wherein be is ſtill furs 
rounded with temptations. They are ſtill within 
bowtſhot of Satan, They meet with many ſharp 
troubles, and the clouds return after the rain. 
Yer their life and ſalvation is not, cannot be loſt. 

It is preſerved as a ſpark of fire in the midſt of 
an ocean. Look here, believer, _ ſing, EE 

fo God in the higheſt. 

2. The advancement of it, not only over, but 
by means of difficukies. In all theſe things, ſays 
the apoſtle, we are more than conquerors through 
bim that loved us, Rom: viii. 37. Satan is outſhot 
in his own bow. Their heavy exerciſes, tempta- 
tions, and troubles, are turned to the gain of 
the Chriſtian life. And thoſe things that 
drive others quite away from God and his way; 
are made uſe of to quicken them in- the way vf 


Salvation by Jeſus Ci. 321 


God. Sure here is the finger of God, which 
may make them ſing, Gry to God in the higheft. . 
3. The true ſpring of both. They have no 
cane to boaſt after all: it is not to their own re- 
ſolutions, watchfulneſs, and diligence, they owe 
this, though they are called to all theſe: It is not 
to the grace of God within them; that would 
ſoon die out if it were not fed : but to the grace 
of God in Chriſt, 2 Tim. ii, 1. the ſupply of the 
Spirit, Phil. i. 19. the new riyht from their head, 
Col ii. 19. Here lies the myſtery, John xiv. 19. 
Becauſe I live, ye ſball live alſo. So that, upon all 
theſe, they mult ſing, Glory to God in the higheſt. 


VI. The conſummation of it in heaven ; where 
cotider, 

1. Death made an inlet to glory. That which 
carries down others to deſtruction, is made the 
happy outgate to them from ſin and all miſery. 
How ſhall the ſaĩuts triumph in the wiſdom, power, 
and grace of that diſpenſation, and fing, Glory to 
God in the hi, bel, on the ſhore of Immanuel's 
land! Well may they ſay, O death, where is thy 
fling? O grave, where is thy victory Thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the viftory through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, i Cor. xv. 55. 57. 

2. The ſaints firſt drawn out of the gulf of ſin 
and miſery of their natural ſtate, carried ſafe all 
along the troublous ſea of the world, and ſet down 
ſafe in Immanuel's land, in the higheſt pitch of 
happineſs, to be continued through all the ages 
of eternity, without poſſibility of alteration, How 
will a work ſo great, and of ſuch difficulty, make 
the arches of heaven ring with a to Cod in 
the higheſt ! t 
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3. Their eternal holding of their happineſs, of 
the Mediator, Heb. vii. 25. Il ho ever liveth ts make 
interceſſien for. them. Rev. vii. uit. The Lamb 
which it in the midjt of the: throne ſball ſeed them 
c. They will hold their felicity for ever in their 
Head. 80 the myſtery of Chriſt will be ever 
freſh, and there will ariſe from it for ever, "Op 
to Cod i an the highe/t. ' *. 


Usz I. of information. It informs us, 8 

1. That the myſtery of Chriſt is a device becu- 
ming the divine per fections, worthy of infinite 
wiſdom. As angels adwire it, the ſaints will ad- 
mire it too, though the blind world ſtumble at it: 
for the preaching of Chrift crucified is wito the Fru 
a ftumbling-bkck, and unto the Greeks fasli/t neſs : jut 
unte them which are called, the power of God, and 
the wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. i. 23. 24. May not all the 
creatures ſtand aſtoniſhed, to ſee infivite wiſdom 
and love taking occaſion from the worſt of evils, 
Go, to bring about, ſuch an unparallelled good!“ 
to raiſe ſuch a glorious iabric, upos the ruins made 
by the fall! 
2. The true way to glorify God is to believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt. This is the work of God, ſays he, 
that ye believe en him whem he hath /ent, John vi. 
20. Ye cannot otherwiſe honour God, while ye 
flight the way that God has contrived for his owe 
honour : for, ſays Chriſt, Al men ſbould honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that h- 
noureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father which 
hath ſent him, John v. 23. All your works, your 
beſt works and duties, will ſtand but for ſo many” 
ciphers in God's account, if faith ſtand not as- a 
figure before them. Nay, ye can do- no good 
works, nor bring forth the fruit of holineſs, but 
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in Chriſt, and by ſtrength. derived from him: 
For we muſt be married to Ghrift, who it raid from 
the dead, that we may bring farth fruit unte God, 
Rom. vii. 4. As y baue received brit Feſus the 
Lord, ſays the apoſtle, ſo wall ye in him, Col. ii. . 
3. The flighting of Chriſt and the way of fal- 
vation by him, . moſt be muſt provoking to God; 
and infallibly bring down Yengeance on the-guiley, 
ſince that way is the great contrivance for the glo- 
- ry of God. And therefore wo to unbelievers, 
ſtrangers to Chriſt : He that believeth not all be 
damned. And wo to theſe backſſidden nations, 
this ſinful generation, wherein the contempt of 
Chriſt i is come to a monſtrous height, in blaſphe- 
mics againſt the. Son of God with fome; and the 
myſtery of Chri& is like to go out of fight with 
others, and the lifeleſs image of | morality is co 
ming into its room: both which are the native 
pradutt of aur-long continued barrenneſs under 
the goſpel, in not receiving Chriſt into our hearts 
and lives; which cannot but end in ſome fearful 
ſtroke, ifan outpouring of the n come not to 
prevent it, Matth. xxii. 7. 
ss II. of exhortation. 
Figl, Sinners, will ye behold the beauty and 
glory of the myſtery of Chriit, and embrace this 
way of ſalyation, wherein the glory of God and 
the ſalvation of ſouls do fo RAO concentre. 
And come, 3 
1. Ye profane people, who can eee no 
ſuch ſweetneſs as in the enjoyment of your luſts: 
Here is a beauty, the diſcovery of which would 
turn your hearts wichin you to loath ' thee ſwi- 
niſh delights. For the kingd:m of heaven'is like un- 
to @ treaſure hid in. à feld: the which ulen à man 


> 
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bath found, be hideth, and for joy thereof gieth, and 
felleth ail that he bath, and. buyeth that field, Matth. 
iii. 4+ Faith in (Chriſt is the beſt cleanſer of 2 


foul heart. Hence the apoſtle meutions purifying 


the heart. by faith, Acts xv. 11. 
2. Ye carnal worldlings, who ſtill looking down 
to the earth are crying, Who will ſbew us any good 7 


Pal; iv.6. A little bit of the world's glory dazzles 


your eyes, and fetters your hearts; but if all the 
glory of the world were yours, n is a glory 
that ſurpaſſes it all. 

3. Ye poor ſouls that think to e a ſhift for 
ſalvation by your ſober and honeſt lives, and ſhort- 
winded. wiſhes for God's mercy and forgiveneſs. 
That way will land you in the pit of hell, as ye ſee 


in the caſe of the Phariſee, Luke xviii/ 11. Ye 
muſt be in Chriſt, or ye will be ruined for ever. 


4. Ye legal profeſſors, that are working hard 
for life and ſalvation, but have never yet come to 
Chriſt, that ye might have lite in him according 


to the goſpel-contriv-nce. Ye who are acquaint- 
ed with duties, but abſolute ſtrangers to the life 

of faith. The way yr are on was blocked up by 
Adam's fall, and ye ſhall never enter heaven that 
way. Berake EN then to the new and li- 


ving way. * 


| Secondly, Saints, wit have beraken yourſelves | 


to this way. 


1. Walk on, in all the duties of holineſs, to the 
glory of God. As ye have therefore received 
Chrift Jeſus the Lord, fo walk ye in him, Col. ii. C. 
Let your light fo ſbine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven, Matth. v. 16. He hely in all manner of con- 
ver/ation'; tender in the whole of your duty to 
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Gag, and juſt, merciful; &c: joOvarge 25 nigh 
bovur. For motives, conſider,” © 
1. That holinefs is woven into this Wer con- 
trirance. It is the actings of chat life, and a chief 
part of that ſalvation, hich the believer receives 
in Chriſt, It is che way which the believer walks 
in him. It is one of the great ends of the glo- 
rious contrivance : Chriſt gave him/el/ for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify un- 
10 himje'f o peculiar people, zealous of good works y 
Tit. ij. 14. So that though we dare not bid you be 
holy that ye may anſwer the demands of the law 
as a covenant of works, nor that ye may obtain. 
falyation thereby, but muſt direct you to Chriſt 
for'both theſe 3 yet ve can tell you, that if ye be not 
holy, ye have no part in Chriſt, and that without ho- 
lineſs ye ſhall never ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14 ſee- 
ing the unboly are off this way, which is the only 
way of ſalvation, and therefore muſt periſh forever. 
2. Commit yourſelves chearfully to your Lord 
Chr iſt's management and diſpoſal in carrying you 
through this world. Hold ye cloſe by him and 
the way of duty, and leare your lot upon lim, 
with the holy ſecurity of faith, which is to be 
careful for nothing. For I can tell you, however 
low the church may be brought, and however low 
ye may be brought, glory te God in the hig tas, 
mall riſe out of the loweſt ſtep ſhe or ye thal be 
brought to. And. it becomes us well ro ſtoop, 
that that glory moy 1iſe,- And it myſt riſeout 
of every particular diſpenſation towards the chy rch 
or child of God, ſince theſe are parts of the my. 
llery. And in the end, when that myſtery of God 
is Giniſhed, from the whole a: d every part ſhall | 


ſpring vp for ever, Chry 10 Cod in the higheſt,” 
l F f 6 
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- 


-And on earth peace. 


— 


'Scrmon III. preached at Galaſhiels, Saturday, Avg. 5. 
1721, : 


HIS heavenly ſong, which was ſung by 2 

choir of the angelic hoſts, on the birth of 

the Lord of angels and men, the Prince of the 
kiogs of the earth, conſiſts of thiee notes, of the t 
higheſt 3 importance unto mankind-finners ; as it . 
diſplays the glory of God that was impaired by d 
the ſin of man, repaired to great advantage in the 9 
way of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt, and glory to 4 
God ſpringing up from, and ſhbiping in, every 12 
Part of that glorious conriyauce. This ſir it nore tg 
I have alreaily confidered in two ſermons preach- pe 
ed elſewhere. The iecond note is, Aud aon earth gc 
Glorious news indeed to rebel-man, a- * 

is 


peace 
gi aft whom, on hi, fatal breach of. the covenaat 
of works, war was proclaimed ; which w dull hare uy 
coded in the deſtruction of him ard. kis whole 7 
race, had mot a peace-maker iaterpoſe 84. 25 a 
frie 
"The doQtrine arifi: ag from tas #:cond Ao of | Ven; 
n war 


the angelic ſong, is, * 
Doc vr. By Jeſus Chrif there is pere n earth, . 
reace for fingers whi hape een at war wit! heu- Gen 


Veil, - 
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In diſcourling from this doctrine, I ſhall, 
T. Offer ſome things to eviace the realicy of Fry 


war betwixt God and finners. 


I. Shew what peace there is by Jefus Chrit 
for poor ſiuners. 


III. Evince that there is peace for ſinners that 332 


have been at war with heaven. 
IV. Laſtly, Apply the hte — ate 
uſes. | 


I. I ſhalt offer ſome hides to wh the reali- 
ty of the war betwixt God and ſinners, without. 
conxiction ot which the tidings of the peace 1 
be very little: prized. Contider, _ . 

1. It is lung face this war was proclaimed. on 
the earch, In paradiſe all mankind were denoxin- 
ced rebels, and threatened to be purſued to he 
duſt of death, Gen. iii. 19. The curſe flew out ou 


mankind on the back of their tranſgreſſion : — wo 


it is written, Curſed is every ene that continueth not 
in all things which ure witten in the book of the law 
to do them, Gal. iii; 10. The mighty God hatt 
ſpoken in bis wrath, deawa the ſword of ven- 
ge ince agaĩnſt the children of men, declared ta 
be his enemies; Rom. i. 16. For the wrath of C 


it revealed frem heaven againſt a'l ung0: alinefs 1 


4 


unrighteouſne/s of men. 
-24F hecauſe of the war was covenant- breakin* 
on man's fide. There was at firſt a covenant of | 
friendihip betwixt God and man, called the 2 
venant of works: upon the breach of it, the 
war of courſe broke out, becauſe it was, ſaid, J 
the day that thou eateſft thereof thin ſbalt ſurely dic, 
Gen. ii, 17. Man was obliged to keep that co - 
naut on the bigheſt pains: but he renbunced h. x: 
1 
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allegiance to the King of heaven, and joined with 
Satan, Guy's avowel enemy. Hence thure is no 
: Pale to the wic ked, II. eil. . 

3. Are there not acts of hoſtility omitted o on 
bold des? As for mem ene may ies *.ccar break - 
jag, tEariog, trampliag on Go!'s laws z-diſkonour- 
ing his Son, grieving his/S9irit, fronting bis ho- 

ror” poop his jullicæ, like the man mettione. l 
by Eli Eliph. 12, Jod xv. 25. 25. He firetcheth out. his 

; bang d>inft God, and firengthoneth bimſclFagain/? 

; "the #81 ey. He ranncth upon him chen a h neck, 
1 Het be, of lt bnehlor; employing 
14 arts, Hed), tongues, and hands sgainſt h m, 
235 what they can to lis difboneurt Behelil, 
ns the prophet, hh haft een end” dune u 
tchingr at thou cet, Jer. in. 3. And the inſerip- 
tion on their diſplayed banner is in reality, Tiere 
it ne God, Pfal. xiv. 2. And on the other hand, 
rare not the ar: ows of God's indignation. flying a- 
mong ſinful men, piercing their fouls, yea and bo- 
ties tdb The more dangerous the wounds, the 
leſs ey ute perceived. Hence fays Zophar, Al 
drein b be hid in his ſecret places : a fire not 
baus fball conſume him © it foatl ga ill with: bim 

it „1 A in hit tabernalle. Job 1x 26. 

A N hot commerce wih heaveaſtopt? 

| ü with God gone? Are there not —— 
Here who never knew what it wennt ? Are there 
ot any dt Sie cafe; hom God anfeereth 
nom "Every body enn of the de- 
*"eay of trade in the nations bat is there not a fad 
top put to the ſpiritual trade with heaven, which 
"yet few are ſeofible of? Moſt men feed on the 
A hufks of this world; but rhe product of Inma- 
aucl's lind, in communion with God, they taſte 


Sees ee >” of - 
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nat: for, by the war with heaven, the communi: 
-cation is ſtopti : 

5. Are not finners out of Cheſt | in a a comriowal 

ebace and reſtleſſneſs, as reſtleſs as the raging. 
fea ? If. lvii. 20- 21, Are they not like the un- 
ole an ſpirit going through dry places, ſeek ing pe#, 

' but finding none? They have left God, the only 
place of reſt for the foul + and ſo. go where they 
will; they can have no ſolid peace nor reſt... 

6. Laſily, Do ye not perceive, maay already fal. 
len in this war? Bebold the many ZI ments rol- 
led in blood, ihe blood of their ſouls, thay Bard 

| ened them{clves againſt Gog, and could not pro- 
| ſper. Are not many already caſt . to, x 
: pit, ſlain with the ſword, of vengeance ? ; 
[ war thete bave fallen alrcady heaps upon be 8 
ö and will not ye hearken to the proclamation of 7 

p peace, w e et ye *. in the way? | 


3% 


a oP II. I all ber what peace hers is by Jeſus.” 

- | Chriſt for poor ſinners. | 
8 1. There is the leading peace, nagel, Deace 
1 with God, Rom. v. 1. Thoſe who rene id a 
» | _ ſtate of cumity with God, and ſo ugder hi wrath, | 
1 may through the great Peace-makert be Weought 
into a ſtate of reconciliation, peace, added 
- ; thip with him. For, ſays the apoſile, G was in 
y Cbrift, reconcilingithe warll unto Mie Aten 
e. puting their treſpaſſes untoten πτ] „ 
h ted unte us the wrd erst f- New, hen | 
2- WE(U7 E ambaſſudero-oer Hal. ca $igpgh God. dig þc-* 
4 ſeech you by us : we proyi yg ; ſtead, be 
h ye reconciled to Ca, 2 Cor. v. 19. 20. Come π , 
ie and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: thayeh + 

a- | your # ins be as ſcarlet, they all de as wits owe 
te F £+5 


9 
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Jnow ; though they be red like crimfen, they full 
ae ar ue, I. i. 18, There is nor hing now on 
God's put to mar the peace. He ide to for- 
give, yea and to forget all the wrongs Ye Rave 
done to his glory; to embrace you in Chriſt, as 
his boſom-friends ; and to bury alt former quar- 
reis: For, favs he, I will for gide their iniq uit, 
ard Þ will remember their fin ns more; Jer. xxxi. 
34. 'Fhis is that peace of God which þ; Heth tl 
| ade r/tanding, ey iv. 7. that is ofter ed =p 
youg 5» : 
=. There & the peace flow ing etefecier. As a 
Fare of enmity with God puts altthings in confu- 
on with the ane; ſo peace with God ſe ttles 
Sikagzio.' And fo there is by Jeſus Chriſt for 
poor finners an abundance of peace, PRs Ixxii. 
7. particularly, | 
t. Peace of conſcience, Rom xiv. 17. Guile 
Iea ves a ſting in the conſcience, which nothing 
but am application of Chrift's blood can draw out. 
But though the guilt were never fo deep, the 
mood of Yprinkling can carry it off; for the bl 
of , cleanſorh fim nil ſin, 1 John i. 7. 
Sin enteriog into he ſoul will eaſt the conſcience 
into à ſever, am] ſtinging guilt is the rage af the 
odlſexft ; and never was a fick man goſſed more 
„Arion ow his bed, than a fout will be toſſed 
by fic conä lente. But the grear Phyſician has 
de au effectuul remedy; vis. his owh blood, 
iich big "applica 3eal . PUTr7zcC the conſcience, 
aa ſo frft male t pbrefruand then peaceable : 
Lahe bleed of Ari, feys thit apoſile, Hall purge 
eur conſcience from deud works to ſer ve the living 
ad, Heb. ix. 14. Thus the confeicnce gets a 
cool, and the ſickneſs is removed: The inhabitant 


% 
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ſball net ſan, I am ſieh I. xxaiii. af. QOthary 
wiſe, let men pray, confeſs, mourn, and reſolve a+ 

gainſt fin as they will, alt theſe will make but .a 
palliative cure at beſt, ſmother the diſcaſe for: a 
while, afterwards to break out again. The - rea» 
ſow is, they cannot make the conſcience; pure, 
therefore they cannot make it peaccable neither 
2. Peace of heart; Phil. iv.-7\ N peace of Gu 

| —ſbalt keep your hearts, Viz. in peace. Mann 
heart in his vatural ſtate is in à reſtleſs contiition. 

Ir is like a field of battle, wherein all, are gol 
over other, Jamitiv. 1. Unmortified luſia fte. ike 
fo many devouring ſoldiers of hell quariared-ups 
on the ſoul, one ſtill cryiag for one thiag and» 
ther for another thing z ſo that the man can h 
no ſolid peace of heart. Sometimes theke by ſtaoa 
agaiuſt one another, and the man is gacked-with 
their croſs demands. Sometimes an enlight - 
ened conſcienee encounters with them, and the 
man is preſſed forward dy che one, and pulled 
back by the other. But by Jeſus Chriſt your peate 
ö may be reftored ; there is a fuineſs; f th Spirit 
| ia him to ſtill the mutiay of your, mrilygaaons, 
II. xi. 6. to ſubdue your luſts, Migaboviie4g..and 


5 -ull-fulnefs in bim to ſatiafy your ſoul and make 
> your hearts reſt in peace, Rom. v. 4; By Shia 
1 ye may berbroughtguato God, the: ccptrnof;the 
5 foul, io whoa Jane it can reſt, Ronin 1. 


5, 3. Peace with the; exe tures SUSAN, 
God. lt isltrue, making engen vi Gods ohr 
: peace with-the-wor}d: Jging in wickedneſs, head- 
e cd by Satan, will he brekegi(Butuben ye ul 
g be embodies with the faimssof God, Eph. tho$9. 
A of tac ſame ſociety with-gtigels, Heb xii-i22,\who, 
7 though terrible, to the cnemies of God, yet. are 
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miniſtering ſpirits for thoſe that axe at peace with, 
him, Heb. i. 14; And although every creature 
in heaven and in earth is an enemy, taghee, while 
thou art an enemy to God; yet the peace 99 7 
made betwixt God and thee, O ſinner, the face ot 
the creation ſhall be changed to thec. If thots 
lookeſt to the carth, 2h2u alt be in league with 
the flones of the Hl: and the beaſts of the earth 
all be at peace with thee, Job v. 23. If thou 
lookeſt to the heavens, the ſun /ball not ſmite 
thee by day, nor. the mo- by night, Pial. cxxi. 6. 
4. Lafily, Peace in the moſt goublous part of 
your lot and life. Thoſe that are at peace with 
God, there is a peace that accompanies them in 
trouble. Hence ſays Chriſt, Theſe things. have J 
ſpthen unte you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye ſhall have tribulation : but be of 
geed cheer ; I have. overcome the -werld,, John 
xvi. wit. And their troubles ſhall flue in peace, 
not only at the latter end, Plal. xxxvii, 37. ( Mark 
the perſect man, and behcld the wpright for the end 
of that man is peace q, but even ig the lever ſteps 
of their life. For all. things ſball work together 4 
for - gerd to them that love Cad, Rom. viii. 18. 
When a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, be maketh even | 
his enemies to be at peace with bim, Prov. Xvi. J. 


III, [ ſhall ex ince that there is peace for finners 
who have been at war with heaven. 

- The covenarit of peace is made betwixt the 

F —— and the Son the Mediator, taking burden 

upon him for poor ſinners, for peace to. them. 

The whole contrivance was ſettled from cternity, 

and the order laid down in which ſinners ſhould 


obtain that pee, namely, that being juſtified 'by 


* 
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faith, they might have peare with Ged our 
Lord Jejas Chris, Rom v. T. See Pſal: xt. 6. 7. 
Sacrifice and offering thou dicſt not deſire mine cart 
haft. thou bed: burnt-offering and ſin-offering haſt 
fhou mt required. Then faid J, Loy I comet in 
the volume of the book it is written of me. II. ili. 
10. It phaſed the Lord #6 bruije him ; be hath put 
him to grief : thou ſhalt make his Hu an effering 

for ſin. Hence it is that the covenant is fo ſtedfaſt 
and immoveable, If. liv. 10. Far the mountains 
Hall depart, and the hills be removed: but my 
hinduefs ball nat depart from thee, neither ball 
the covenant my peace” be removed, ſaith the 
Lord, that hath mercy upon thes. Cant: iii. g. vo. 
King Solemon' malle himſelf a chariot of the wood of 
Lebanon, He made the pillars thereof of filver, 
the bottom t here of geld, the covering of "it of ur- 
ple ; the midi Zherref being paved with lave, far 
the. daughters of Feruſalem. This evidently re- 
lates to the 3 and perpetuity” af neee, 
nant of grace. 

2. The peace-makih 


(eric is offered apr 


accepted ; Eph: v * t given himfblf. for 
us an. e 2 te Gat: for a ſweed-' 
ks fit was once entered into 


S n g favour. 

e world, {-crifices quickly followed; and much 
blood was ſhed that way under the Old Teſtament, 
by which the world might underſtand, that with- 
out ſhedding of blood there could be. nw remif- 
ßen of fin. But could they ever be accepted as @ 


real: compenſation for the wrong done to the ho- 
nour of God? No; an infinite injury could 
not be ſo compenſated. They night be an ae-: 
knowledgement of debt, but could never be taken 
for payment; Heb. x. 3. 


# 


nhefe ſacrifices ibn 
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is a remembrance again made of ſins every years 
For it it not t9offible that the bleod of ; bulls and of. 
goats ſbouid take away fins. © Wherefare, another 
ſacrifice is provided, namely, that of Chriſt him- 
ſelf ; Heb. x. 5. 6. 7. #herefore, when ſe cometh: 
into the world, be ſaith, Sacriſice and offariag thou 


_ wouldft not, but a bedy haſt thou prepared me ; in 


burnt-ferings an facriices far fin thow haſt bad 
n pleaſure. Then ſaid i, Lo, F came {in the vo- 
lume of the book it is written of me} te de thy will, 
0 God. Now it is actually offered, God is well 
pleated with it, and {a16!ls,a ſavaur of reſt from 
it. Thus the peace 5 purchaſed. | 

3. Sin, the cauſ&of the war, is expiated, 23 
i. 3. He bath by bimſeif pur gned our ſint. Nenges 
ance is taken on it in the perſon of the Madiator, 
the ſinner's Surety ;\ Rom. viii. 3. God. /ending hir 
own Sn in the. likenefs of fonfut flefb, and for ſim, 
condemned fin in the fleſb. Sia committed againſt: 
an infinite God, by a mean creature, was atoned? 
for to the ſame infinite God, by the l of 
his own Son, bis Father's equal. 

4. Juſtice, which would allow no _ to tha. 
ſinner without ſatisfaction, is fully ſatisfied, Eph. 
li. 13: 14. In Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were. 

far off, are mad nigh by the blood of Chrift : for. 
ke is cur peace, who hath made both one, and bath. 


| broken own the middle wall of partition between 


1s; Col. 1. 20. He has made peace thraug the: 
6% of bis croſs. Juſtice has got all its demands; 
of an elect word from the Cautionerl Itrequi- 
red a puniſhmient equivalent to the oſfente, ain tlic) 

dignity of the offended. party. It is abſwered to, 
the full in Chriſt. And therefore he wis raiſed” 
up from the .derd- by the glory cf he Father ;. 
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un evidence that juſtice had no more to W n 


ſince the Surety was diſcharget. 
5. The law, upon the breach of which bea- 


ven declared the war, is fulfilled, Rom. x. 4. For 


Chrifl is the end of the latu for righteouſneſs, te e- 


very one that believeth. God gave the law to A- 
dam as a covenant of works, promiſing life up- 
on the obedience of it, and rhreatening death. on 
diſobedience. It was broken and trod under foot. 
Bur io Chrilt the breach is repaired. Ir demand- 
ca debt of duty: it is paid; it has got obedt- 
ence in all the perfection it required. It demand 
ed a debt of puniſhmegt: it is paid alſo; the 
-curſe of it is borne by the Surety, Gal. iii. 13. 


Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, 
being made a curſe for ut. 


6. God is ona throne of grace for poor finners, 


and there is acceſs to bim for reconciliation, 2 Cor. 
v. 19. God -was in Chriſt, reconciling the world to 
himſelf. The fulneſs of the Godhead Jweils in 
Chriit, and the fleſh of the Mediator is the taber- 
nacle of meeting betwixt God and ſinners. Thither 
God has already come for the peace, and thither 
ye te called to come to receive his peace there. 
And ſhall he have reaſon to complain of you, as 
he did in the days of bis tabernacling an earth, 


And ye will net come to me, that ye might haue liſe? 
John v. 40. The throne of juſtice is terrible: 
but the throne of grace is favour: ble and; firm 


tod: che baſes ow: which it ſtands being juſtice 


fAtigfied/ and Judgement executed on the perſon - 


of the Mediator. Hence | ſays the -pſalmift, 


Jud ice am ee are "oy babic2tion thy . 


Fal. IxXXM X. 4. | 
7. The Medintor-i is * within ats with 


— 


o Ia 2 > — — — - 


- 
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the bload of his ſacrifice; which is ſpeaking 
blood, and peace-ſpeaking blood for ſinners, 
Hence the apoſtle calls it, tbe blood of ſprinkiing, 
that ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, 
Heb. xii: 24. He died a ſacrifice oi the croſs; he 
is riſen, aſcended, and ſrated at the Father's right 
hand, exhibiting the merit of his death, and ſo 
making interceſſion, Heb. viß 25. Thus we have 
a friend at court, whoſe N for —_ 13 
ever prevalent. 


8. The peace 1s penchgeed th the goßpel. and 


offered to rebel-ſinners without exception: the 


meſſeugers of peuce ane ſent abroad with the glad 
tidings of peace with God through Jefus Chriſt, 
that whoſoever will come to Chriſt ſhall. have 
peace with God. For God /» foued the world, 
that he gave his only-begotten Song thyt whoſover be- 
fieveth in him aul not periſb, but have everlaft- 
ung life, John ii. 16. And the Spirit and the bride 
jay, Come. And et bim that heareth ſay, Come, 
And let him that is at hi, come: and whoſoever 
"will, let him take the water of freely, Rev. xxii. 17. 
9. Laſtly, Some are already rdaping the fruits 
of this peace, who have gone into it, by embra- 
eing of Chriſt the only Peace-maker, Some of 


them are yet in this world, and ſome of them in 


glory: all of them were ſometime enemics to 


God, yet by Jeſus Chriſt are rexonciing *. 
21. | 


w. rang I ſhall ſhut up ee _ 
ſome practical improvement. 

Use I. of information. le infor! us, 

1. How much we are indebted to. God for this 


peace conſerred on ſome, and offered to all to 


nd 
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whom the gaſpel comes, Earth began the war, 

the firſt motion of peace was from heaven. 
Tae Father gave his Son to the death, to prucure 
the peace; che Son laid dowa his precious lite to 
purchaſe it; and the Spicit in due time, of his, 
efficacious work on the hearts of the rebel-tia- 
ners, briugs them into it. 80 that from firlt to 
laſt it is the Lord's Hd work, we due to fres 

1 19 4 

2. It is owing tot e aid of Chrilt that 


there | is. fo little pe where the goipel 
is preached. T bee Age peace | ia the Pagan 
world, where the way gd ed peace with God is 

not known, is no wonder. Bat that there is ſo 
little peace among thoſe called by the name of the 
great Peace. maker, and who enjoy the goſpel of 
peace, is ſtrange indeed. But if we narrowly 
conſider the matter, and trace it to the ſpring. ' 
head, why there is ſo litile peace in the kingdom, 
in the church, in families, and in the breaſts of 
particular verfons, we will find it to ariſe from 
their departing from God the centre of unity, 
and refufing to return to him by Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great Peace-maker, without which we will never 
recover ſolid peace within, or among ourſelyes, 
Jer. I. 4. 5. 6. For peace built on the ruins of 
truth and holineſs is none of that peace on earth 
that was purchaſed by Chriſt. 

3. They that arc intereſted in Jeſus Chriſt may 
be eaſy, though they have little of the world's 
ce Jobp xvi. ut. formerly cited. Though a 
briſtian's external peace be broken, while he has 
internal peace inhis own conſcience, and a proſpect 
of eternal peace with God through Jeſus Chrid. | be 
has no reaſon to be diſcouraged. Amidſt all the 

G g | 
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toffings one meets with on earth, it is full com- 
fort, that the ſoul has peace with God. Joſiah 
died in peace, though he died of the wounds re- 
ceived in battle, 2 Chron. xxxiv.' 28. . 6-170 
with chap. xxxv. 23. 24. „ ens 841 
Us II. of exhortation. I Abort yow then to 
make up your peace with God through Jeſus 
Chriſt. We proclaim peace on earth this day, 
peace for them that are at war with heaven and 
J invite you to accept of it, come in to Clawiit; 
and take the benefit of it. oe” motives, con- 
fider, | * i. 5+ 
1. God is the beſt friend,and the moſt terrible 
enemy. Every thing in God is tranſcendently 
the greateſt in its kind, and however he acts, he 
acts like himſelf. There is no merty, no love, 
no kindneſs among the creatures, but it falls rinfi- 
nitely ſhort of God's mercy, love, and Kindneſs 3 
and there is nv wrath of a creature, but falls in- 
finitely ſhort of his. / bo knoweth the powen: of 
' thine anger ſaith the plalmiſt, Pſal. xc 11. 
Death and liſe then, each in their higheſt pitch, 
are befor: you ro move ow to n of this 
par | a 
2. It is too dear . ks! lighted, Col. 3, 
3 This peur is the price of blood, the: blood 
of the 8on of God, theb. i. 3. To flightit then 
is xo &rample'on the blood of the Hon pf God. 
*Aigas and men could mot have afforded )arfuth- 
rieue price for it: the world had never heard 
pete on earth, had not e 31" Pg 
nim to be Peace-maker. Min 
2. It is the moſt valuable ba which ve are 
capable of For therrbhy a communication. is o- 
5 berwixt heaven 10 * and ye are carich- 
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ed with the produce of Immanuel's land. The 
Tyrians valued 's friendſhip, becauſe their; 
country” was [nouriſhed by the king's country. 
What have ye but what is from God, both life, 
and the comforts of life ? 1f God withdraw his 
hand from you, all is gone. Muſt not your life 
and all then hang in doubt every moment, while 
ye are not at peace with God? But being at peace 
wich him, ye are provided for time and eternity, 
Rom. viii. 31. i Cod be. for us, who can be r 
1 

4. It is laſting Peace. When, once it is made, 
it is never quite broken. Our Lord Jetus is the 
reſident at the court of heaven for all that have 
come into. the covenant of prace, taking up e- 
mergiag differences, that they can never come to 
a total rupture, Heb. vi. 20. The world may take 
your external peace from you, but it cannot take 
this: for the Peace - maker hith ſaid, Peace 1 leave 
with you, my peace I give unto your not as the worl# 
giveth, give I unto you, John xiv. 27. This peace” 
will lalt with yau in the evil day, when there ſhalt 
be no peice to him that goech out, nor to him 
chat cometh in. It will continue at death, at 
judgement, and through eternity, when God's ene - 
miez/{hall have nv manner ot peace any more. 

5. Le muſt have peace with God, elſe, ye are 
ruined for ye will never be able to make head a- 
gaialt God as your enemiy in the war: for who bath 

hardened himſelf” againſt him, and hath proſpered £ 
Job ix. 4. Wbat can the poor creature do to 
ſecure himſelf againſt Omnipotency? The end of 
the continued rebellion will-be-this, Theſe mine e- 
- nemics, which would not that 1 ſboulg reign auer 
them, bring bisher, 1 them before me, Luke 
* 
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xix. 27. And if once the Lord rife up againſt 
you, and cauſc you to fall i in his wrath, while God 
is God he will purfue the quarrel againſt you. 
And the more dreadful it will be, that Je flight 
ed the offers of peace. 

6. Laſtly, God is now on a throne of grace, 
and peace is offered to you, yea and ye have an oc- 
c>fon of. getting the covenant of peace ſealed to 
you in the facrament of the Lord's ſupper ; Je 
pray yen therefore in Chriſt's ſtead, Be re onciled 
to Gad, 2 Cor. v. 20. What would the hoes 
in beſt ſay of an opportunity of peace wit 
God? but there is no offer of HW beyond 
death. 

Now fee what ye do. The Lord fays, Fury it 
is nat in me: who would ſet the briers and thorns 
again me in battl: ? I would £0 through. them, I 
would burn them together. Or let him take hol] of 
ny ſtrength, that he may make peace with me, and 
he ſball make reace with me, If. xxvii. 4. 5. There 
is the choice, Peace or war with God. If ye have 
no mind for peace, behold the end of your 
continuing the war. If ye have a mind for 
peace, there is the way to obtain it; in one 
7 word, Take hold of his flrength. Apprehend 

| Chriſt by faith ; and ſo being juſtified by faith, ye 
ſhall have peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chris, Rom. v. 1. He is offered unto you in the 
goſpel with all his benefits, particularly peace with 
God. Believe this offer to be made to you in 
particular, and ſo receive Chriſt, and apply him 
with all his benefits to your own ſouls.” Thus 
| meeting God in Chriſt ye ſhall have peace, but* 
| there is no peace with God but in him, 
| Retire yourſelves then this night, and ſeriouſſy 


. Faves for. Rebel inner through Jaſus Chrift, zar 


 6onfider the caſe of your ſouls. Be deeply ſenſi- 


ble of the need ye have of peace with, God, and 
ſettle” it I your hearts not to be at peace with 
yourſelves, till ye be at peace with God. Take a 
view of the 'commarids of the holy law, and of 
your own hearts, nature, and lives, and ſee your 
ſins that have fer you and kept you in a ſtate of 
etiiity with God. Look to the terrible ſanction 
of the law, Gal. iii. 16. Curfed is every one that 
tontinidth not in all things which are, written in 
the beck of the law to Fg them, by which God is 
engaged to purſue the war againſt his enemies. 
Fake may ye be brought to turn your eyes to- 

rds Chriſt the great Peace - maker offered in the 
goſpel, and to flee in to him as the only refuge, 


'where, under the covert of his blood, apprehended. 


by Faith, ye ſhall have peace.—Glory to God in the 


h e, and on earth peace, good pleaſure in men. 
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Believers not under the Lam, but under 
Grace; or, The Difference between the 

Covenant of Witte and the e el 

of Grace. e . e 


: 


1 >. Tt; yu! * * 


A Sermon preached at Elena, Aſa 24. 
20 11 1726. 


: * , : 


Romwaxs vii 14. 
Fer fin all nat have > CATE; over you : for ye 

g re net under the 85 but __ grace. | 
Ccording to a man's ftate, ſo wil his ue b. 
A man in a ſtate of grace, in favour 
with God, will undoubtedly be a holy man; and 
a man in his natural ſtate, yet unjuſtifed, will 
be an unholy man. Where the guilt of fic re- 
mains, the domiaion af fin continues; and where 
the guilt is removed, the dominion of fin is bro- 
ken. For, ſays the apoſtle, fin ball net have do- 
minion over, you, &c. In which words we may ob- 
ſerves © + 
1. The privilege of believers in reſpect of their 
life and practice: Sin ſball nat have dominion over 
you, However fin reign over undelievers, as a 
king on the throne, it ſhall got do ſo over you, 
ho are true believers. Though its life may be 
continued for a ſcaſon for your exerciſe, its do- 
minion is t. ken away, It may be in you, but it 
ſhall not reign over you: though it is not quite 
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expelled, it has loſt the ——_ and ſhall — 
re cover it. es. o. | 

This is brought in as an eee bee 15 
reſiſt ſin, not to let it reign, nor to yield to it: 
For it fball not have dominion over yeu; Where 
the apoſtle propoſes certain victory, as an encqu- 
ragement to fight : for they fight well and faccelF- 
fully againſt fin, and they-only, wie mie io 4 
mile in their eye. ö 

2. The privilege of bellevers in . of their 
ſtate, Negatively, they are nor under the aw”; 
they are dy Chritt wholly fet free from it. Poſi- 
tively, they are under grace; they are under the 
dominion of grace in Chritt Jeſus. The law and 
grace are here ſet forth as two diſtin& dominions, 
each having their own ſubjects, every body being 
under one of them, nobody under borh of them 
at once, Wherefore'by the /aw is not meant the 


law of the ten commandments in the hand of 


the Mediator, given as a rule of lite under the 
covenant of grace, to his covenanted peopte z for 


ſo it is ſubordinated to, not co-ordmated with, 


the covenant of grace. Neither is it meant only 
of the curſe of the law, Gal. iv. 24. But by it. 
js meant the law as a covenant of works, promi- 
fing life to the fulfillers of it, and curfingand 
condemning to eternal death the breakers of 
it. And by grace is meant the covenant of grace, 
bringing the grace and free favour of God to poor 
fianers.through Jeſus Chriſt. In a word, theſe 
are the two covenants, of works and grace. 
Now, this is brought in as a proof, that In 
ſhall not have dominjon over believers, joticaring 
that n to depend on 1 that theretore | 


1 7 * * 


3 2 are not under the Law, 


fin ſball not have dominion over them, becauſe they 
are not under the covenant of works, but utder 
the covenant of grace. | 


i} 


The ſcope and ſubſtance of theſe words I take 
vp in the four following points of doctrine, delt 
ring to ſpeak a little to cach. 

PornT I. The covenant of works and the rove- | 
nant of grace are two diſtin dominion, \ every bo- 
dy being under one of them,. no body under 8255 as 
ane and the fame time. 

Porx'T II. 1t is a great privilege, peculiar to 5 
kevers alone, to be delivered from the law ad à c- 
venant of works, and 40 be unde? * . 
grace. 

Pom r III. The dominion of fin bs irrecovrably 
broken in theſe who are under the covenant of grace,” 
but remains whole and entire in thaſe who ne under 
the covenant of works. | 

Foix IV. H#horver would fight — as 


gain in, mii ht with an * of faith on the" 
promiſe of the 28 rr i. 


er 


* * * 
9 


I return to 
'Poin I. The ben of works and the cove— 
nant of grace are two" "tiftint dominions, cuery 
body being under one of them, no "oP under bath 


nnen. ® 123019 

5 F; A?) 10 18722 

Here I ſhall-briefly nd (14 © 6 | nh 

I. That the covenant of works and the! ove] 
nant of grace are two diſtin& dominion,” 


II. That cxery ach is under one of W wo. 
doaminions. ' n 4 * 
1 | | nne 0:4 
Ti 15410 ol eee <Q 44 


but under Grace. | 345 


m. That vs body can be under both _ a. 
minions at one and the ſame time. 

IV. Offer a word of improvement. "$0.6 

«£7 4 207507 an e 

I. I ſhall ſhew that the covenant of warks and 
the covenant of grace are two diſtinct dominions. 
This appears, in that, 

1. They are op poſite dominions. They are oppa- 
ſite in their reſpective heads; in the format the firſt 
Adam fallen, conveying fin and death to all whom 


he repreſented in his covenant; in the latter the ſe- 


cond Adam, Chriſt, conveying life to all whom he 


repreſented in his covenant. The apoſtle mentions 
theſe two heads, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 45. Since by man 


came death, by man came alſo the reſurrettion of the 


dead. The firfl man Adam was made a living ſoul + 
the li Adom war made a quickening ſpirit. They 
are oppoſite in the way to eternal life, held out 
in them reſpectively: The former allows no way 
t life, but by works; the latter opens the wa to 
it by free grace. And how contrary theſe are the 
apoſtle ſhews, Rom. xi. 6. And if by grace, then 
is it no more of works : otherwiſe grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of... works, then is it no 
more grace: etherwiſe work is no more wert. 
2. The dominion of the covenant of grace was 
erected for a refuge to poor ſinners from the co- 
venant of works: And ſo all the ſubjects of its 
dominion are, to a man, refugees from the cove · 
nant. of works, who, frighted- with the thunders 
of mount Sinai, have fled for their lives from 
out gf the dominion of the law, into the domi- 
nion of grace, Heb. vi. 18. Now, if they were 
not diſtinct dominions, the one could not be a 
refuge from the other. if the curſing and con- 


346 Believers are net under the Law, 


demniag law could cxercile its juriſdiction within 
the bounds of the covenant of grace, where 
would be the ſafeiy of the refugees, h e i, 


II. I proceed to ſhew that —_——— is -nader 
ane of theſe two domiaious. This aÞPcatSs iF 
ye conſider, that, 

1. Every man is either * che firſt y Eu 
leit hun, or elſc is Joined to Chriſt as the ſccbnd 
Adam: for there is no eſcaping of the firſt A- 
dam's ruins, but by the ſecond Adam's ſalvation, 
1 Cor, xv. 22. forccited. If one is where ihe 
firſt Adam left him, he is under his broken cove- 
nant, aud in virtue thereof liable to the penalty, 
according to that, Gal, iii. 10. Curſed ts every 
ene that continueth not in all things which are urit - 
ten tu the book of the law ts de them. It he is come 
to Chriſt, he is under the covenant ot grace, 
Rom. v. 21. 4s fon bath reigned unts death, even 
. fo ace reigns. through righteauſneſs vnto eternal 
life by Feſus Ghrift our Lord. That covenant is the 
chariot wherein he carries all his repreſeated ones 
home to his Father's houſe, Cant. iii. 9. 

2. Every foul is either become dead to the lay 
the firit huſbaad, aud married to Chriſt the fe- 
cond Huſbaad, or elſe the marriage betwixt them 
and the law is yet ſubſiſting. The law. as the co- 
venant of works was the firſt huſband to all man- 
kind; God himſelf made that marriage in pavadile, 
bringing Adam and all his poſterity under it in him: 
fan catering, ir became a rigorous huſband, that A- 
dam's children could not have life with, {becauſe 
it cur ſes and condemns for every offencey, Gal. iii. 
10. but the relation was not diſſolved, all man- 
kind are by nature under it, Rom. ĩii. 19. Me know 


but under Grutrr. 347 
that what thing. ſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith to 
them who are under the law. And there is no diſ- 
folving of the relation to it, but by” the parties 
dying to it; and there is no dying to it, but in 
Chriſt, to whom the party is married in the ©o- 


venant of grace, Rom. vii. 3. er allure 
xy _ once or "vw voy 9 — " 


Tl 1 ſhall now ps 4 no ui _ un- 
Aer both theſe two covenants-at one and the fame 
time. Indeed one may be under the covenant of 
works as to the ſtate of his ſoul before the Lord, 


and yet under the out ard diſpenſation of the co- 


venant of grace. So are all the members of the 


viſible church who are out of Chriſt. But it is 


one thing to be under the outward diſpenſation of 
dne covenant of grace; another thing to be under 
the dominion of the covenant of grace. By the 
firſt men have the offers of grate made them in 
the goſpel; by the laſt they actually partake of 
God's covenant of grace, and the ſaving benefits 
of it. By the former they ure the children of the 
kingdom; but being only under the outward dif- 
pebiation of it, they are fuch children as may and 
"vill be caſt out, Matth. vii. 12. as beinig chil- 
dren of the bond- woman, Gil. iv. 30. f. e. bf the 
Hw.cbvenant, or covendut of works, Ver. 22. 23. | 
24 Dvt that nd body can be etider both at Once, 
ini peſpect of their tate before the Lord, appkars, 

in thav the two ſtares of the ſoul under the two 
ovenknud'nE utterly/nconfiſtent. 

1 Ho why is uuoder the cevenant of kf is a 
books Gat v.'24: and cannot be an heir of the 


 etrndlinfeeritance,” ver. 30. But he who is under 


the\covernaht'of grate is a free man, ver. 26, an 
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heir of heaven, ver. 30. As it is manifeſt 'a man 


cannot at once, in reſpe& of the ſame thing, be. 
both bond and free; ſo he cannot be under both 
covenants at once. The one ſtate nee _ 0 
ther, Rom iv. 14. 


2. He who is under the covenaat of ag oy is 


under the curſe, Gal. iii. 10. Every man of them 
is under the ſentence of the broken law as a cove · 
nant of works. He who is under the covenant of 
grace is under the bleſſing, ver. 9. As the curſe 
and the bleſſing cannot at once lie on the head of 
one; ſo neither can one be under the two cou · 
nants at once. | 


e oon finiſh this firſt 
point. 


1. The ſtaking down of believers des the law | 


as a covenant of works, is in effect to turn them 


our of the covenant of grace: for they are diſtinct 


- dominions, and ane cannot be under both. There- 
fore I would ſay to believers, Do ye, in principle 
and practice, Hand faft in the liberty ubere with 
Cbriſt hath made yu free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage, Gal. v. 1. 

2. There is no mixing of the two covenants to- 
gether, but to the marring of oae's own ſalvation. 
The Galatians aimed at that, againſt which Paul 
diſputes in his epiſtle to them. Ye mult either re- 
nounce the way of the covenant of works, and be- 
take yourſelves wholly to the covenant of grace; 
or quit your part in the covenant of grace, and 
make the beſt ye can of the covenant af works; 
Gal. ii. 11. 12, Chriſt will not give his rig So- 
neſs to eke out a righteouſneſs of your own du- 
ties; which is the thing * profeſſors drive at, 


* 
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not overlooking their own works wholly in point 
of confidence, or looking to Chriſt fur all, but 
looking only to him to make up that wherein Gy 
ſee they come ſhort. 

3. If ye are not come into the covenant of grace, 
ye arc hard and faſt under the covenant of works. 
There is a generation, loving to walk at theirs li- 


derty, who ſtand far off from entering into co- 


venant with God ; they are for none of that work, 
national or perſonal. As for the covenant. of - 
grace, they have no heart to it. As for the cove- 
pant: of works, they look on it as an old alma- 


| hack out of date, And ſ» they look on themſelves 


to be at liberty from the bonds of bath. But de- 
ceive not yourſelves : Le were brought into the 
covenant of works in Adam, and you can never 
be freed from it, till God, who was man's party 
in it, diſcharge you from it, as is clear from the 
nature of contracts: and God diſcharges no man 
from it, but upon bis coming into the covenant of 
grace, by uniting with Chriſt ; Rom. vii; 4. #here» 


fore ye are become dead tothe how by the body of 2 
that ye ſbould be married te another. 


4+ There cannot miſs to be two oppoſite partics 
in the world, that will drive croſs to one another, 
as long as there is a ſinner and a ſaint in it. For 
they. are under two diſtin&t dominions that are 
quite oppoſite one to another, and berwixt which 
there has been and will be a laſting war. Here is 
the ſpring of all the perſecution, private or pu- 
blic, that ever was ſince Cain and Iſhmael's days, 
Gal. iv. 29. As then bethat was born after the fleſh 
perſecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even 
. if 15 new. 


a 
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PoinT II. I is 4 great priviſepe; ipeculier: 10 
belie vers alone, to be deliveret from the lau as a 
covenant e works, and to be unaer the covenant f 
8 a ier 


g * The grounds of this Nie 
"Ih That this is the Ro privilege of belie 


vers. 4 


Ul. Apply. — 


I. I ſhall ſhew allo grounds of this privilege. 
Theſe will appear, if one compares the ſtates of 
thoſe under the two covenants, in two points; in 
reſpect of ſin, and in reſpe& of miſery. * 
. In reſpect of fin. Thoſe under the covenant 
of works are all over ſinful, there is no part elcan, 
and all they do is fin, Tit. i. 15. Unto them tb 
are defiled and unbeheving, is nothing pure, but e- 
ven their mind and conſcience is defiled. Aud the 
guilt of all their fins lies upon them, and cannot 
be removed under it: for it furviſhes nothing to 
remove guilt; Rom. iii. 10. What" things faber the 
law faith, it ſaich to them who are under the law ; 
that every mouth may he ft-pped, 2nd al the world 
may became guilty before God. The dominion of 
fin is faſtened over them, as with bands of iron; 
for it furnifhes bothing to break it, as our text 
imports. The ſtaĩn of fin remus holly on them : 
for it gave man ſtrength when he was Clean to 
keep himſelf clean, hut provided n aver for him 
when once defiled to waſh himf.1f clean again, 
go man's caſe under that covenant is nen 


_ Gntul, Rom. vii. 5. 6. 
Oa the other hand, thoſe under the tovenans of 
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but under Crate J35t 


grace, though they are not wholly clean, the ** 

ting is begun, Joho- xiii. 10. He that is uaſbed, 
needeth not fave ta waſh his feet, but is clean every 
whit. Sin is looſed at the root, the guilt of eter- 
nal wrath is done away, Rom. viii. 1. There is 
naw no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
The dominion of fin is broken, as ſays the text, 
Sin ſhall not have daminion over you. Their ſpots 
are covered over with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
that white raiment wherewith they are cigthed, ſo 
that the ſbame of their nakedneſs doth not appears 
Rev. iii. 18. And they {hall at length be perfect- 


ed in holincfs, when they are admitted among 


rhe ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, Heb. xi. 23. 
2. In rejpect- of miſery. The former are un- 
der the curſe, Gal. iii. 10. and fo are children tf. 


wrath, Eph. ii. 3. the wrath of God abiding on them, 
John in. 36. Now the ſmall rain of the curſe 


anch wrath of God is falling on them, and here-- 
after the full ſhower will come dd that will never 
clear, Matth. XXV. 14. 

The latter are delivered from the curſe : Ctrift 


- hath redeemed ut from the curſe. of the lau, being 


made a curſe fer us, Gal in 13. They enjoy the 
_blefling and favour of God, ver. 14, That the bleſ- 
feng of Abraham might come an the Gentiles threugh 
Jeſus Chrift; I he ſting is removed out of all their 


afflictions, yea and out of death irfelf, that it can- 


not hurt them. And, at length, they ſhall be de- 
livered from all the leaſt {s, and be made 


Fe bappy, Rev. XXI. 4. 


u. "Thar this is the peculiar privilege of belie- 
vers, appears, in that, 


1. All believers partake of it. Among them 
H h 2 | 
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ſome are weak, others ſlrong; ſome children in 
Chriſt, others grown men: but this is their cotn - 
mon privilege, as the text expreſsly bears. They 
are all knit by faith to Jeſus Cheift, the Head of 
the covenant of grace, and ſo are all vader this 
covenant, being all the children of God by fanth"in 
Chrift Jeſus, Gal. iii. 26. Therefore, ſays he, 1 
aſcend unte my Father and your un and * ws 
God and your God, John xx. 17. 
2. None but believers partake of it, Eph. i. 12. 


All others are the children of the bond-wo' nan, | 


that ie, of the law-coveratt, the covenant” of 
works, 


A ſhort word of i ne ſhall conclude 
ths point, = 1 dn 


1 11: © 


Firft, Confider then and try, whether JE Are 
thus privileged, or not. Try what covenant ye 
are under, whether ye are delivered ſrom, the cer 
- venant of works, and under the covenant, of g grace, 
or ſtill under the covenant of works, Je may 


know it, 

1. By the mannerof your parting with the fc 
covenant, 

(r.) Some part wth it, withont clearing ac- 
counts with it; like a ſexvant running away from 
his maſter, or a wife from her huſband. They 
break its bands, caſt away its cords, and value ne ; 
ther its commands nor threatenings ; but 00 
on it as a covenant Which they have no concern 
with. But ruoning away from it looſeth not the 
relation: it will bring fuch back, and make them 
ſerve or ſuffer, as a maſter can do a runaway ſer- 


vant; and taking them by th2 throat, ſaying, | 


I 
4 


r 


— 
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Pay what thau oweſt, will make them ſenſible they 


are under it ſtill in the ſtraiteſt bonds. 


(2.) Thoſe who are delivered, have parted with 
it, not but after fair count and reckening, and pay- 
ment inſtruged. _ The fair count and reckoning 
has been ia a work of ſound conviction, whereby 
the ſoul has been thoroughly convinced: of fin, 


- Fighteouſneſs, and judgement : and the payment has 


been inſtructed by faith pleading for payment on 
its ſcore the holineſs of Chriſt's nature, therigh- 
_ tequlaeſs of bis life, and the ſatisfaction by his 
death. Whereupon the Judge faith, We * 
# have found a ranſam. 

2. By the ſpirit ye are of. 

6.) The ſpirit of the covenant of works is an 
unholy ſpirit, leaving the heart always in love 
with fin, in the embraces of ſome one beloved luft 
or other, as in the Caſe of the young man, Mark 
x. 21. "who went away from Chriſi grieved, becauſe 


he had great pala tons. So the ſcripture accounts 15 


them to be in the fleſb, Rom. vii. 5. 6. 

Tue Spirit öf the covenant of grace is a Spirit 
of 7 that turns the heart to a hatred of nin, 
to an enmity agilnſt i it in all ſhapes, ſeeking the 
deſtruction of it, Gen. iii. 15. making the ſoul 
wreſtle, long, groan, and pant for Perfection i in- 
Roligeſs, Phil. iii. 14. Gal. v. k 7. This is a plain- 
differe eing chatacter, ver. 18. 16. 7 ye be led by 
the Spl tr, yt are nb 1 1 FI Walk in the Spi. 
fit” and ye ſball not fulfil the A the fleſh. 

. (290 The fpirit of the'covtnabit Corks ba 
gal and'mercenary ſpirit, 4ſpirirof a flave. It is 

of hell and wrath that dtlves ters to duty, like the 
Iſtaclites, uh, uhen Bod Reb think, then fought bim, 
and returned and 2 early fits” Cod, Pian 
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Is xviii. 34. They content theniſel ves with the car. 
caſe of duty, without the right principle, end, aud 
manner of doing it, Iſ. xxix. 13. Under terror of 
conſcience they flee not to the. blood of Chriſt, 
but to their work again to mend what was anw{!5. 
The more they do, and the better they ds ity the 
more vohumbled they are, the more they are in 
conceit with themſelves, and the leſs ſelf ·˖ den ĩed 
And their duties make them more eaſy and ſecure 
in ſome one fin or other, as was the caſe witlf the 
'adukerous whore, Prov. vii. 14. 18. 
The Spirit of the covenant of grace is anfret 
and i iogenuous Spiri it, the Spirit of ſons, Nom. 
viii. 15. God is their Father through Chriſt, land 
they are ſon-fervants to him, not llive-Revpkitte, 
ſcrving him from love, Mal iit. 17. Chit is 
their covenant. head, and his love conſtraius them, 
2 Cor. v. 14. The Spirit of Chriſt dwellFin them, 
and has given them a new nature: ſo if" is Av % 
ed as contrary to that new nature, arid duties re 
purſued ag, agrecable to it. They by Faith truſt on 
Ciuiit alone for ſalvation ;' and this undermints 
tue flavith fear of hell and the ſervile Hope of 
heaven, that theſe cannot de their TY 
motives to obedience. | | 
Secanaly, Flce from under ke dominion' of the 
covenant of works, uuto the covenait of | mack 
far there is ng ſafety for you under ir% nothi 
io be found, there but. the wrath and cutſe of 
cer mesa cue Fauſt t the weber 
thercof. mY 
Conlider and admit the conv iQtion of your being 
under. pak br ken cov chan. Lay to heart the 
dreadful d anger you are 10 every moment, while 
within its dominion, Denete that tlie door of 
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ererbte ab grace ian Htandinglapen to vou, 
and flec in tp Bub with n through 
faith, F oTISbatt 142352: 5 
} 5 L295; 

Pont. 'T hs 3 of. . in it ; irregoverably 
broken, in theſe who are under the covenant of grace; 
but remeins whole and entire in theſe who are Funder 
FE of works. _ _ - 


nd 90 . 9 * 4 1 - © 
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n. Banne 
„AA ese 1 ſhall only thei, N N 5 


I. That the dominion» of fin is: irrecoverably 
broken in has who are, vader che covenant of 


S T3 1 oF — 1 8 Iz 


919 "Pha 3 It is s whole and entire in hose who ure 
voger the covenant of works. _-_ 

: ih Apply in a ſhort N " 
nien 141 278 In 74 fi 
Mi! ac d "thew, „ gb © f ee of — 
irxecoverably br okea in Noe ot are uũder the 


wh 1 


rgnapt of g racer, is appears, in that, 


„ % Hhe,;immegiare deſign of chose a ſoul 
from under the law as a covenant of works, and 
bringing it in under the covenant of grace, is to 
bicak he dominion of ſin in that foul, Luke i. 
74. 75. That we, being delivered aut of the hanis 
7 at enemies, nag ht ferve_ hun . iu heut ſcar, in 
Tang Tightecuſneſs | before Vn m all the aays of 
wo Chriſt came into. tlie U Wo fd, and enter - 
ed jeg this covenant with 'his Farlifx; to deſtroy 
-ahe, works, of the devil; aud he '% ugs his elect 
into the holy covenatit, to e, theſe ae in 
them. 013 2644461 
. Sin domipeers over k ſour” by meln 0b ppi 
'rityal degth: where deach reighs, niir muſt reign 
tog. tA the worms and vermia act without con- 
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trol on the dead corpſe ; ; bur if the body were rai- 
ſed to life, they would drop bff : ſo iu the ſoul 
ſpirĩtually dead, Rom. vii. ö. the helliſh vertiin 
of lively luſts have all at command: but the 

quickening Spirit of the covenant of [ho ace — | 
them drop öff and die, Ezck. XIXvi. 26. 

neu Wat 4% will I give you; and a et Tpirit 

will L put within you, and I will tate away the fee. 

ny heart out of your fleſh, and I wil give "you an” 

heart of fleſh. And J uill put my ſpirit within you... 

and cauſe you to walk in my flatutes, and ye. ſoalt 
keep my judgements and de them. 

3. The bleflings of the covenant of grace are 
ſure, and cannot be loſt again; hence called 7 
fure mercies of David, II. Iv. 3. Aod the gifts 
and calling of Cod are without repentance, Rom. > 
xi. 29. The deliverance from the law is never re- 
voked: the life given in the covenant, and the 

nature, can never be loſt. So the dominion. 
— in them is not only broken, but b Ken K. 
recoverably. So the fleſh and luſts are Tad & to be 
crucified, 10 intimate, that as Chriſt once nailed. 
to the croſs 1 never came down, till he dicd out. 7 10. 
ſin in believers gets ſuch a Rroke by grace, as it 
ſhall never T regofer. p<; Rr K 


10a 


II. I Ne to ſhew, that the domjnion of Ha 
is whole and entire in thoſe who are under. che c Cor. 
venant of Works. This appears, in that, 

mi 10 ⁰ £ J 

1. Whil under. that covenant, they are 275 9 
men, {pi e e Gen, ii. } 


fy f 
thou eateſ thereef, t Halt hich 6. 17 8 
preys on their ſouls, and bears — 1 there, 


li is. „Hence it is. called. / 7 
2 2 15 8. 0 K. . * ag. Fas "3 44 
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but under Grate. 5 
ae" works, and can pexform | no o- 


nd tn 
ther. 
2. Under tler covenant they are under che 
curſe, and fo ſeparated from God: and thusthe - 
courſe, of ſanctifying influences is ſtop', Eph. ii: 
12. While the curſe pf the law ſtands 3 
God and you 48 à partition - wall of God's 
upſetting, how can'ye have-ſaving communication 
with God ? and how can ye without that be made 


holy ? | 


3. That covenant is no channel of fanfic 
tion to an unholy creature, To a fianer it is the 
miniftration of death and condemnation, 2 Cor. iii; 
7.9.4 killing letter, exacting perfect obedience 
under the pain of the curſe, but affording no 
flrength for performance. It is the covenant of 
grace only that is the miniſtration 7 the e 


* Tai That covenant, ioſtesd of a  Fandti: 
ring Rflvence on a ſinner, has an, irritating in- 
Age on his luſts, Rom. viii. 6. Sleeping cor- 
ruptions are often, awakened by the law's "forbid: 
ding them: and the more the wicked heart finds 
the reſtraint, the more it riſes agaiaſt the holy 
law, and the God that made it. Holy commands 

preſſed on a heart not Brought into t 8 codenane 
of grace, is like the ſweeping of a dry floor, that 
fills'th „hole room with duſt: bur, Ae grace of 
the ſecond covenahr watering "the heart, the ho; 
ly commands preſſed on the lov] are like the 
ſweepidg of the floor dply witered, Which makes 
_ Work. 0 

1201 -£ i 216839 bee e 
T ſhalt conclude this third poine yi 99807 
brief word of application. * | 
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1. Sin's dominion whole and entire in the ſoul 
is an infallible fign of one under the covenant of 
works; as ſure as the worms and vermin on a 
corpſe in the grave, acting without control, are a 
ſign the body is really dead. T hink on this, ye 
who are not acted by the principles of religion 
and conſcience, but by your impetious . and 
paſſions. S | 

2. Let never one thick, that he man: attain to 
holineſs, till he is once brought from under the 
covenant of works into the covenant of trace. 
A ſhape of holineſs, without the life of it, ye 
may have under that covenant ; but true holineſs 
ye can never have. 

3. As ever ye would be made holy, labour to the 
truly within the covenant of grace by ſaith. Be- 
ware of legal principles, and 1:gal practices. 
Learn the life of faith, and remember that it is 
beiter to go halting ov the right way, than to be 
running full ſpeed the wrong way, Eccl. x. 15. It 
is a hard thing to bring people to the practice of 
holy duties; but beli ve it, it is as hard to bring 
them off them in point of confidence, that Chriſt 
may be all to them, and all that they Rave done 
and ſuffered, nothing in point of nnn be- 
fore the Loru, but droſs and har, 2 8 
- WW ISAT. 4 -v can AL 5 

Pon IV. Inburver would fight) ſucceſofully.-a- 
gainft fin, muſt fight \with an eye of. faith ow the | 
promiſe than N MN appear, if ye | - 
co 133 1113 writ 6: ' 

1. That faith is ee the. | ; 
Chriſtian's victory over his ſpiritual enemies, 
1 John v. 4. This 45 the victory that. owercometh the 
world ; even aur faith. What, was it that carried 


ae | 39% 


the OA tend all chal Nuria 7 was it 
not their faith? This appears clearly from Heb. 
1. Now, faith's work is to believe and apply 


he promiſe in all conditions of life. And the 


covenant is furaiſhed with promiſes ſuitable to e- 
very caſe and exigence of a believer, and particu- 
larly with a promiſe of victory to the foul fight- 
ing againſt fin. 

2. Though a fear of Sen n is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, yet an unbclicving fear, that tends 
to deſpondency, cuts the finews of all holy en- 
deavours, Rev. xxi. 8. W hereas the faith of the 
promiſe of victory agimates the ſoul to the hard- ; 
eſt encounters, | 

5 ſhall hat up this fourth poiat with a very | 
Mort uſe. 

1. If ever ye pate; tucceſsfuly manage che 
3 ſin, ye muſt betake yqurſelves i in 

the firſt. place to the full covenant of; promiſe, 

zod ro, the treaſure of ſtrength chat is in, Chriſt 

Jeſus, 3 Tic, fi. i. For that Kine, the 
victory, is promiſed... } 

„2, Le. muſt believe, that that strength af his 
ſhall be made forthcoming for you, as engaged by 
promile to thoſe who go out in, dependence upon 
at, If. xl. 31- 2 He wait upan the Lord Ball 
renew: their. ft 1 they | Mm 
Wings aten e 2 
andithey mY at, 
deavour ſincerely, 2 
temptations; _ 7 

gi Laſtly, Renne | 
poſdh that rhe 2 apainſt 
&nown fins prove unſucceſsful They look in to 


8 z60 Believers are. not under the Law, &c. 
themſclves, and gather tagether the farce of their 
own. ſpirits for the work: but they look not out 
to Jeſus Chriſt in the premiſe.. ' Hence they try 
it, and it miſgiyes in their bands ; and they try it 
again, and again it miſgives. And fo they look 
on the matter as hopeleſs, and fit down and footh 
themſelves, that ir is their wn and Ned up 


themſelves to it. 

Upon the whole, if ye would war ſucceſsfully 
againſt all your ſpirityal enemies, retreat from the 
dominion of the covenant of works, be reconti- 
led to Jefus Chriſt the Head of the new covenant, 
and contract friendſhip with him as the Captain 
of ſalvation. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the, 
grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus; and put on the whole 
armour of God, eſpecially the ſword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, with 2ll its precious 
promiſ-s, verily believing that they ſhall be all. ac- 
compliſhed to you. And thus ye {hall be more 
than conquerars through bim chat loved you, 


